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lo A~ ASSOCIATED PRESS STORY D~TE LI~E "A30ARD THE CARRIER AYERICA, 
JU~[-9 SY 30a HORTO~ SAYS I~ PART: 
~ TH£ OFFICAL EXPLA~ATIO~ FOR THIS ~O~C0\43~T SHIP 3EING SO NEAR THE 
FRONT OF ISRAELI=EGYPTIAN FIGHTI~3 WAS THAT THE LI3ERIY WAS TO 
(QUOTE> H£PL PROTECT A~ERICAN ~4TIO~ALS AS THE POSS13LE NEED ro 
EVACUATE 3ECAME APPARENT CUNQUOTE>o 
THE LI3ERTY WAS ONLY 15 ~IL£S OFF THE SI1AI COASTo 
•aur A~ OFFICER SAID: (QUOTE> TO PUT IT BLU~TLY, SHE WAS IN THERE 
TO SPY FOR USo RUSSIA DOES THE SA~E THI~3b ~£ MOVEF8p CLOSED 
MONITOR THE COM~UNICATIO~ OF 30TH E3YPT AND IRAEL~ WE HAVE TOo WE 
MUST 3£ INFORMED Or WHAT 0 S GOI~G O~ I~ ~ATfER OF YI~UTEOo CUNQUOTE)o 
"TH£ Ll3£RTYo THIS OFFICER SAID, WAS LOADED WITH ELECTRONIC EQUIP0 

MENT CAPA3L£ OF RAPIDLY ACQUIRI~G DATA A~D TRANSMITTI~G I~TELLIGENCE 
REPORTS TO POSTS THROUGHOUT THE ~IDDLE EASTo" 
2o THE ALLEGED OFFICER 0 S STATE\4E~T QUOTED 3Y ~R. HORTO~ IS NOT 3ASED 
ON A~Y CO~TACT WITH AN OFFICAL S0 0~ES'AA~ 9 ~OR IS IT ATTRIBUTABLE 
TO A~Y ~~OWN OFFICER I~ A~ERICAc SECURITY ~T THE SOURCE HAS BEEN 
STRESSEDo DISCRETE I~VESTIGATIO~ 3EGU~o 
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3o MR HORT0~ 0

S COPY WAS ~OT SU3\4ITTEO FOR REVIEW FOR SECURitY OR 
ACCURACY A~D IT WAS NOT TRA~SMITTED 3Y ~AVY CO\NUNICATIONSo IT IS ~/ 
3ELIEVED TO HAVE 3EEN SENT ASHOR£ I~ ~ SEALED ENVELOPE PLACED · 
TOGETHER RITH OTHER MEDIA M~TERIAL o~ A :on ~IRCRAFT ~HICH DEPARTED 
A~ERICA FOR ATHE~S AT A30~T ~9103020 
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