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SUl3JECT: ISRAELI ACCIDENTAL ATTACIC ON U.s.s. LIBERTY, 8 JUNE. 

1. ~LO HAS PASSED IDF ARMY SPOKESMAN STATEMENT RELEASED TO 
PRESS AT 1930Z. QUOTE: AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL APPROACHEQ THE 
EL ARISH C3107N-3348E) AREA AT NO·OO TQDAY.S FIRE WAS OPENED ON 
THE VESSEL.· AFTER 1! WAS VF;RIF"IED TH,1T THE· VESSEL WAS NOT AN 
ENEHY VE~;SELt ASSISTM!'CE WAS OFFERED BUT THE VESSEL CONTINUED . 
t'i«'.D£R OWN STEAH. THE VESSEL BELONGS TO THE U.S. NAVY AND THE 
!SP.~.ELI' AUTHORITIES APCLOGIZ~~D. · THE VESSEL WAS IS MILES OFF· THE 
U[l QUOiE.. . ., . . . 

2~ LOCAL APOLOGIES.FROM IDF PASSED TO ALUSNA EARLIER. SEE 
DAB 0S25. 

J,, D.4D H~.$ J!i.4D.F. NO COMf>'!ENT TO IOF ,SWHO ARE APPARENTLY VERY 
', .......... _ .... , .............. ~· . ..;,-,~-·.;;:;-.;:;-,.- ~ ........................................... ""''' ,~,...,, .. , .... ""'""'~ ... .,~~ ~'4 
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LlSG. 
· 4. EGYPTIAN SHELLING ATTACK FROM S~A IN. GAZA AREA REPORTED BY 

IDF' YESTERDAY. SEE DAO 2181Z. . . r 

5~ ASSISTANCE AFTER ACCIDENT OFFERtO BY IDF NAVY MTB WHICH 
WE. HAVE BEEN TOLD USS L !BERTY WAVED OFF• . 

6. REF' PHONt!: CONVERSATION :CCOL TAYLOR DIA AND COL PERNA DAO, 
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IEL 'AV IV> ISRAELI HEL IC01'T£R S NOT USED OR PRESENTLY CONTEMPLATED 

COAST. 

.FOR RESCUE. WE UNDERSTAND FROM PHONE CONF. USS LIBERTY DOES NOT 
?RESF.l'ffLY SEEK ISRAELI AS:iISTl\NCE, AND HAS SATISFACTORY RADIO CONTACT 
inr !{ UStJ NET. . 

. 7. ALIJSNA OVF.RF'LIGHT IN tor HELICOPTER F'OR INSPECTION AND ATTE~1PTED 

cc;~T.ACT NO!~ PROD.IJCTI\IE, EXCEPT TO OBSERVE SHIP UNDER WAY AT 
APPROX 8 KNOTS NORTHERLY, COURSE Gm NM WEST OF ASKELON AT 1930Z. 
LIBERTY LIS.TING APPROX 10 DEGRE:ES STARSOARD 
MID 1iAY DE HAVINGHSOME STEERING DIFFICULTY. 

8. IDF WILL RESPOND IN RESCUE IF ASKED, HOWEVER WE SHALL INITIATE 
1W REQUEST REPEAT 1'30 REQUEST UNLESS ADVISED BY NMCC OR OTHER WASH 
AGEMCY. 

S. IDF' REQUESTS THAT IF ANY OTHER US SHIPS. (QR AIRCRAF'T> ARE IN 

" 

CR COPTEMPLATE ENTRA~Cl! TO COMBATANT AREAS, WE PROVIDE APPROPRI TE NOTICE 
1j"f co OiDINATED \HTH EMBASSY • .GP•3. ... ~.· ./ ? 
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