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Moscow's A-1095, Feb. 20, 1968 
.SCI 

A long article in Moskovskiy Kornsomolets of February 16, 1968, by VilJ 
LYUSTIBZRG, Science Editor of the Novosti Press Agency, debunks flyir.~ 

. saucers completely. flying· saucers, says Lyustiberg, appear to thcst 
who believe in them, but persisteotly stay 4!.~ay from air observatiou 
posts, meteorologists and astronomers. Lyustiberg, in fact, is quite 
emphatic throughout his a~ticle that unidentified flying objects (UFO: 
do r.ot exist. l_He makes no attempt to square this belief -with 12.I"JlYio-;.: 
~1>ii$hed .sov:iet:":al-ticles ;-iiicJ.udiiig ·that .r.ati;ler s~_<j;_~_~µl~. a~~C:.~~ 
prili::arily for:u.s. consumption.in Soviet.LifP_l(see reference). __________ ._._. 

~)1'"'11. 

Encl.osut"e: "Flying Saucers? They1 re a Myth" 
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··.; ~· ~· .... ,. ··' :··· :"FLnUG SAUCERS 11 7 THEY'R!: A·?!YT~!\ 

... ·, /:-· · · · .. Villen Lyustiberg, . .lPi Sci;Jnoe CoCllllentator 

.s c I 

~ ., . . .. . . 

;:·. ..~; ... ~·~ -t;~·)l~~:~.-~J~ .... ~:/::~~.:~~-.~~~ ·.:1/(·~~f)~it··;~~> : < : ; .. ·. ·.:_.. . . . . :. ~ 
"·.J't. : ... (-.·: .· ;:·; .. ;';.{" · •.::.~.:~:· ~:;·;-::.:-,,~1 .;~,!·,.-~"·:·~ i· .:; '.· . In the .last 2d- 1e9:rs publioe.ticn 

... '. .··.-·· .. . :=_ •. :~ • .: .. :. · .. •:._._! .;·~_ ... : .::·;-·.·':·~ > '. :.; ,.~. "-; .. ) "'.:-.:' · : ... : ~.:-.. · o:t 11 tern ture on 11unidcrftii'ied :tlYi"' a • 
'· .• · • . .. ' . • • • . • .• • •· .; " . C. "° *ilr - • '•"'O 

.. ::·~ ·::j; ~ :-. ~- · .. ··:::.~:, .· .-:~.l.::'):·..-_.·:5.-'.='=''·Z. -~.:.: ... objects" baa ndvnnced to or.e ot the : 
• -. ,_ · .. · ···" .... '.!·:".':~- · ~··!.; .·-.~. ·:::;:.::~·:.·· ~;~?. ~ "· ~.'.:.'./.~ .~:· · ·.'.:.x··~ -~-~f.·"' .. ·.~!. :tirst plac.es in the w:>rld, This prob- · 
· · · F~t •·';·:'··.,··.~··.'··· .. :~::'.. ¥~:-i": ·:. ;~:· ~·, ::· · ·....;:\=~;:.·.~.;: :·: .. ~:: ;.t_lem is. deal-c with. by nw:ierous assooie-

. ;··:;;~~ .. ~· ... -.. ~~·~:,:·~~~=·~~-;~},:~··i·-~~~-~-~-··::~~.-1~:··t,-:·~.::...~~:.} .. ;;-?.£.·\~f1 ~ ~--~·.:t1ons and clubs.! . . 
· · : ·,.~ • :··· ..... · • ·: . ... -1 , .•• • · · : ··~··~=:· -. · ·-:. -:~- ,,. ·· ·· . • · · Are· these "flying "saucers 11 just 
··:·~f-:: . .'.: . ..: .:.':·::.~"./:~:·~.:.:·:..: :·~.'.!:'.;~C .~(..;}~~ .. :;:{·;::.:1m.agim;tign or reality? ~housands of 
. : ··;~< ,~. · , ... ;. · · ..... ,· .. ·. ·: · ·~-.. ~:. : :· : _:: .. , ':'...- : ·: · .... reoorded statements by eye-witness es 

7 :. : · ··~'> ............... ::.: ;..·· · :_-: ·· ..... _~:"~·:-~ .. · . ;.: ; ~-._,; . ' ·ser~m to snow :thnt "there must be soCJ.e-
•. •· ·r • · · ••. .. : ~ ·.· •• • ,• .•· : .. .°.""' •·• '°=i • : ••• ~ • 
.. ;;-., ·: ··..... ~ ... ~~.'". : ·-.~~- :' ,.·;::".·i:·:...:t"·:.•. ;~;thing in it 11 • But let us try to look at 
.;·~. ··.:,··: · ·. · ·.<:t=:~ ,:-. .·: ··. ::.= <::. _,3: ~~ ;·/· ~i .-: .. :all these materials from a di:ffo:'n!l-: ·• .. 

": ... -~·· : 

!'~~-~ •. ·'.... .. ' ·:· ·;?:..;· .. _.: : · : :: .. ~ :: ~~-:~=-:~:; ·._;_,::""::5 ·.:'..· atand•t ·so, as the O·l:l"T!noecl uur-:"l'~e=s 
::. ::- -~·:ti: ·.: ·.-.>-..··.:;.·;·:. ····. :: ·:·~·~'.: :.:3:/\':.·:;:·~·::·:~.\- • t"·o:t the "saucer" tb.c~·=r se.~ almoot eve::::-:; . 
: .. ~· .. :.:. ·. · ·· · .<= .;) . ..-:· ·. · ·.; ',.:•·: ... :·.:. ·.; .. :.~<::;·.time, 1ou can draw your Olm oo~1:u.sio~s, 

';; : :r:.,-Jl[;~f ;~~-:f ~5~~;·~~': .. i'.[~'i'.~~~:I:!.i'?~~l~7~: I!:~f \;:I· , : f (:s{~'. ;:/.:.;: t• · .. -~ 
{.{ ... : : ; . .- .-:° .·.: :-,~· ,.'--'._", . ,·:·°:: ·'.~ .'· .· Xenneth Arnol.d s. an American pilots is ~he "god:tathern of 
-·~.~"'::.. ·· ; . .':· .... ; ._:-.:· .. - ·i::·:·flying· saucers, . It·.was he who noticed in 1947 .nine sb.ining -:·, . · j<~<:.~. · · ·'.·~ .· .. ~·::.::·~discs flying in fo:--ma~ion_ at the spe~d ~f about ~ ,oco _km an • 
·-··.·· . ·L~~) .. :: .. :.~>../~~our, ···:;· ':.-=·· .. ·;,::···.··. . ..' . . ·· .. ,,. ........ ._ .:.:.··· 
.-·:~·;:·' ~;··=.;·::·.-.·:;-. · .. ~ ... ·:;'."The next enoountnr with saucers had a tr2gio outoome. In 

:. ' ·. ·: · ;_:} .. ::-.::;; : .. ·::~.-.'.~;·'.: :.Je.nua.ry 1948, an i!!l~~mse flying sauce1: appeared over the _Nox 
·.'.:.: '.· .;., .. 1 ::~· •. ·:·~··:<-·: .. •.US Air Base. P\1rsuiI115 it Captain Tl!omas Me.nth.ell perished. 

·;.:.·::·· ,-~· ··._, .• · ·:·~ho 1ast 'thing he rE:ported from ar.. altitude oi' 9,ooc cetres . ; · ;·~·_:} ->~:·,>·· .:: was that he saw az: ~bject and was going to ,a.pp:-oach it. 

: >.: · .. '!"'··~-~::.-:.' .. : · .".·1-.:."i'·:'.:._ ·This story found ~xtensive · .response, ·Many o.onsider'ed 
···~.;· ;: .. · · >.'.:· :·: :-~ .: ~.":· . ·1t to be a s"';er:n WD.rnS.ng of unknown envoys from other planets 
.. . .. · -:L:··•.·: :; ·~,· __ ;,~~:.to leave theCJ.· a.lone •. 5'here was a. great deal of a te..l..'lc about 
":. :··~.: ~ ·. ( ·· ... ·.-~the mysterious death of the pilot, It was received as ·· · · ~ ~:;·,:.:'.~:~~. / ·;~d~::·:h:r~·~;~~~:~ :;.:::::::h0~:::~::::·:r:tz~~ · 

···· ··., ' .. ~- :·'·. ties received much less publicity, Tb.e myste:.-ious nsaucer 11 

: ·. · ·- ·.. ··proved to be nothing but a thin-walled plastic balloon made 
.· . ... . b~ US llaval Fore as under the secret 11Sr/hawk Operation" -project • 

- . . . . Suoh balloons ;o~uld rise to e."l al ~1 tudc Of )O ooo" metres • 
.; Mean~hile, Tho~as Manthell pursuin~ it, forgot that he hed nc 

. ! :·.. ··. .. ·. • oxygen apparat?ls on board his craft, .· 
· .. · 

~ : . ·_.; ~ ...... : ·. · : -:._.~r :/; . . ..:. . .--~ ... :.~ .. :? . ··· ·· ··. ·· .. · :·· .. ·<.~ .r· ... · .... :· ... ·. ·· 
. ·:· .::· . . ·. . . . ·. : :-· . . ...... ~· ~ ...... ·. 
••.} · . .-~ ... · .... 
' .. ~.- . . . . .. . -.... ·. . .. -; . . : :,:,;:-._ ·: ..... :::·.:·::. ~:::.·.·.:/ (<:;:.~_ .. _:.· ... ~.·-~ .. ~?' .. ,~;.j.·:.:~;::·. ~~;: _.;;· :~ :.,~ ~ ·:i-°·; ;'.·~ ·;·' -~-.· ~· ,, .••.• •.· .° . .,:./: ,: t ::S • .. ::.:::·\_ · •. · -: : . _. ·.' :· • • . .. 

:.:· ·.. . . ..... . .. •... , -~ '~ :.·z •. !·.~ ·.-.· ....... ·:.· .... ·· •.. ··~· .. :~!: ~·- .. : -~: . ··.·. ···;····:;··.=.'r-i-~-.~- =:.···:.·,···. 
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Wo know of stories about encounter~ ·~d even ~nd-to
hand fights with pilots of·craft·landing from other planets. 
They were ahot at,. but ~1 ".:b_out suoc ess • 

.. , A saucer out down a tree on th:? A1ta~on R~er ahore and 
disappeared in the turbid streem. It was never rebovered, 

· · . Another saucer glided over the earth like an injured bird and 
. . ~ . : .... -::.· ·.· · al::nost crashed bafore the -::yes of witnesses. But "having 

· :· •. ~ · spit out 11 several pieces of metal, it levelled out·its ccu:-se 
.. . and flew off, Delivered to the police, the metal proved to 

be O):'dinary tin. 

·. · . ·"~ ·An abandoned. silvery dis·J was found in the deep roc~-
::'\. ,. ···A/ .. l. . coal seams in ?Torv:~gian coal aiiries on Spitzbergen. It was 

· [''' .. Pr/" . pieroed and. marked by micrometeor impacts an<! bore all traces 

V . . ·""/ \. ~ Of having perform!d a long space voyage. :p was 
r . """:::=l~y~s~i:s;...t~o.;_t~h~e,;_;P~e~n~t~c-.g;·~o~r~·~a:n;d~d;,i;s~a~p~p~e=e=r=e=d:.....;t~h~e~r~e~·:.__~~~~--~----~ 

: .• 
,· 

. · 

... 
' ... . .. 

Nothing but a saucer put out of oommiseion a high-voltage 
power transmission line in 1965 and thus plunged aeveral large 

·American cities into darkness for six hours, 

:But the mos·t thr1lli:ig masterpiece of th:!.s· sort was 
probably the "Interview with a Man from Venus n published at 

· the close of 1967 by the West GerllUln stern magazine. This 
. ·. ma.terie.11zed blue-eyed "superman:•, a VerS'Ion of Nietzs:::he' s 

"blond beast 11 , proved to be a secrat-aer~ice agent of the ?entason • 
He was 190 cm tall, spoke excellent English (it was ~glish . · 
indeed!) and could breathe :freely in our atmosphere w~tcout 
any dcvioea. His ~odest fibre suitcase·con~ain~c er. ur.us~al 
silvery suit, flexible like silk and, so hard th~:: a diamo~d dr!.ll 
brokeofi'it. .·'·: .· 1 •· • • 

. ·The man :from Venus said that he ·could vralk i'r:?ely in auoh 
a eui t over the sur:raoe of the hottest stars 1 .igr~oring all 

. powerf\!l gravitational fields • 

' . Maybe these "i'aots" will do? . .. .. · ... 
... ·Hew C a.!l They l3e Studied'? 

rt is easier to ask this question, than to answer !-; • 
These flyir.g saucers -- they are like our L3dy: they appear 
to those who believe in ~hem, And they persistently fail to 
show themselves to air observation posts, ~eteorolcgiste and 
astronomers, i.e. precisely to those who cnn give us acc~ra
te infc:rmation and trustwor~hy descriptions·ot a flying object. 

Experiment3 that do not repeat·thcmselves, er the chance 
appearanoc of a phenomenon always either har.dicap the possibility 
of investigation considerably or exclude it altoge~her, 

. ·.·· ... .. . ·· . 
..... : .. . ·:: ' 
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. Nowhe:re in the wo:-ld !s
0 

there 'EVi.~T elf?. ":rustworthy 
s~oreosoopio photograph making it possible "to treoe tree ~~o 
pointa sici.ult.!lncously the outlines or a solid.+&tlying object 
olearly. All photographs that exist hove been cade with eingle
·.lens cameras and always. leave a margin for doub"t. 

A series of suoh photographs amazingly rcs~cbles a straw 
hat with a bla.c:k silk ri'bbonJ th!-cvrn into the air, Others 

. un4oubtedly prove tc be interneg3tives obtained from two 
·oombi.~ed slides 1 tor instance. t~..at of 3 landsca~e and that 
of a strangely designed craft.drawn on white paper. uode=n 
photographing teohn1qu~s allow photogra~hs to be produced 1 

~hioh no expert will ever prove to~~ counterfeit.· They are 
real. Eut they do not show strangers from space; they show 
quite ordinary earthlj cbjer.ts un~~'P.ctedly toreshor~ened ~ 
pot~, pans,~pfastic toys, ~d the l~~e. · 

Are there photographs which evoke no doubts whatsoever? 
Yes, there are. They always show shining objects of a circulg.r 
or oval sha~a with vague outlines. Mcst likely these photo
graphs show ball lightning, Incidentally, the nature of the 
latter has not been fully elucidated yet either, due to the 

· yagueness of the place and time of 1ts formatic~. However, no 
one eve;I" thought of ascrib,ing a cosmic origin to 1 t. 

··:. i 

'. ·:Even with a superficial analysis, ~ysterious flares on 
clouds proved to be reflections of electric welding, warning 
lights of air,lanes in the arec of·airports, or dis~a.nt su~er 
lightni:i:;.g, And the Nove!!lber 1967 "saucer" civer Sofia proved 
to be a high-altitu~e NATO reconnaissance calloon. 

Among the ~ost serious works devoted ~c an investigation 
of the problem, there are two which ought to be mentic~ed. 
One of them is the hook. "Flying Saucers 11 by Donald Me:izel 
who explains al~ost all cases of their appe2!'ance by disturbanoes 
in the ~arth 1 s or Sun•s atmosphere. our plar.et travels in the -
upper layer~ o! the Sun•s atmosphere where clots or high-

. · temperature plasma ~re moving !reely, 

~ The other is a book by Pr21'-~ Edwar~s. It is a collection 
of statements, notes ~~d record~ of eye-witness testimony 
ola6si~1e1 in~o several sections, True, ~d~ards often 
qualifies his source as a witness vho did net winh to have his 
name mentione~, but who ~Y be :tully t:rusted, or that the 
trustuorthiness of the witness is oo~irmcd by nt:.Iilerous of his 

oo~ntryme~, but he c2?lnot mention his nD.tle so t~r for a number 
of reason,s. Th."ltss not very convincing, is it( 

For ~hom Is It Net a M~th? 

They ere those tor whom science is a business. T~king 
advantage of the lively in~ereet of people for everything 
that is str:mge ar:d unusual J nu:::iero'":.ls lectur.:irs 1:: the \'/est 
appear before GUdienccs with. repor~e and stories, invite 
eye-witnesses to such lectures 1 ar.d demo:istrate photograpr.s 
·and slices. Mcst of these lectu=e=s are nothi~g but ordinary 
quacks. True, thr-~e a~e ·people whc ~=e sincorely convinced 
in the tr..ith c:': -:-:h~t "they are talking s:c'li.t. Thc:y st:rivc: to 
draw the inter·:?::t of th.c llu"blic to cer"'~.:i.in ph1mcmena but, we 
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are sorry to aay, there is more harm th.."'..Il us~in .(-hat. 

The Americans Lesly,, and Adn.m:;ki are tr.c most outrieht 
frauds among them. UDing their i;good friendly relations" 'l\"ith 
strangers from other ~lanets, the ent~rprising, ~usinessmen 
"visited" Mars 1 tb.e lcl.:>on end Venui::, lcarn.,d froc C'.lr coscic 
neighhours to treat by simple and accbsaible methods such 
diseases as cancer, glaucoma 7 hyper~ension and others whi~h 

. afflict the human race, Their lectures, motion-p~ctures, ocoks 
and medical practice have brought them mar.y hundred thous&nd 
dollars out of the pockets of trusting listeners end patients 
already. · 

·. : .~. : ._ 

We may trace a clearly defined regularity in the appearance 
of large numbers of flying saucer~. And, strange as it 
might seem, this regularity is closely connected with earthly 
events. 

The first·11oycle" of fo'J.r years began in 1947. The nu~ber 
cf saucers always grows sharply on the ~ve of president1el 
elections in the USA. This is difticult to ex~lain. Maybe 
people on other planets lay be~s as to ~ho wili win in the 
next elections - the reJ:·Ublic:ir.s or tha democrats. :Perh2.pE, 
th~se saucers Gppeer in orcer to divert the voters• tho'J.ghts 
from the again non-fulfilled president±al progra~me and 
pl'Oli6ises to make the country a "E,reat 11 and ";P=ospering" snciety. 

: TterP. is e.nother cycle. True, it is not det~rmined by ti~e. 
Saucers flooded the earth•s atmosphor~ 1r. 1951 in the 

months when tho Amarica~ troops were r.aging c ruthless, 
a."lllihilating ;;ar against th.: Korean People 1 s Dcr:ocrat10 
Republic. . . · 

The next inv~sion of ~~ucers w~3 ir. 1965-1966, when 35 
·AmeTican advis~rs in So~th Vietn~m ware cuickly renlecad by 
.halt-a-~illion-strc~~ ar:y equippeu with-the l3tcst arms and 
intendi:c.g to rout tte national-Libora:tion Front Tiithin two 
weeks a.:6d when the ~~esiaent of the Unitec Stcto~ cf A~erica, 
without declari:n~ w~r ar.d·in v:olation·the conDti~uticr. cf his 
Or.1:! cc~ntry, gave the order that the pe~ccful populaticn of 
Ncrth Vietnam be sub~ected to brutal bombings. 

• I • • ... 
. In short, nhen newspaper circulation jrops; when readers 
get tired cf cconooics ar.d politics end when they a=e ~o be 
divertel: f!'C!:I. 11 irrelevant;• questions~ the 'l/estern business
men reEort to three reliable, 11 alwoys fresh. 11 sensat~ons: 

Flyin0 S~uce~s, ~he ~ea S~rpent (aometimcs it is ~ubstitu~ed 
by the Loch ?ieea Lake monster), and the Sno;,- Man. 

' . 
. . 

It is much :cic.er to rea·d e.bout myst=?rious ornft trc::l 
Ve::.".ls 'than to th~r.k of the :future 1 of the wage f:&:-eeze 1 ~f 
growin~ prices or unemploycent. Statesocn in 1cperial1s~ 
countries raF;ort tc th!.o "information" ~uite dcliber.'.ltc;ily, for 
th~m the flyi~g seucsrs.aru not a myth, but e well-como~flag~c 
means tor mi::lriformir.s;, tte people. ,,\nd nothing but that. 

(?:;oskc·rskY Y.:cc:soi!lo ~e'ts, Pecrua:-y 16. Ir. full.) 
T?.E 
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