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Oral History Interview

NSA OH-18-84

with
MS. SALLY SPEER
28 August 1984
i Bridgeport, Connecticut

. Farley

Todéy is 28 August 1984; our interviewee, Mﬁ? Sally
Speer. Ms. Speer joined the Women's Auxiliary Corps,
the WAgé, in 1943, WWII, and following basic training
was assigned to the Signal Intelligence Service,
Central Bureau, in Brisbane, Australia. Although she
had experience as a personal éecretary to a President
of a Corporation-égem New York City, she became a key
punch operator in the machine section in Cenfral
Bureau. While here, she poked up thousands of cards
with Japanese traffic on them for the use qéythe
analysts. 1In mid-1945 the WA}C unit moved with the
Advanceﬁ/Headquarters of Central Bureau to San Miguel
in the Philippines. A@:f Speer served with the machine
unit unti% the war ended. The interview is taking

1$S

place in -Ms7T Speer's apartment in Bridgeport,

Connecticut. Interviewer: Bob Farley.
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#sT Speer desires that the classification of this
. : .o s
single tape be CONFIDENTIAL. This is NSA Oral History

18-84. : 1

SPEER:— — (uncleary— — ’

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

Sally, I'll try not to take too much of your fime.

First, thanks much for giving me a little time.

I wish it could be more,—bﬁtﬂunderﬁthe circumstances. .S

I'm sure what you have to talk about will be

interesting. What I'd like to do, Sally, is sort of

re-create your career - the WAfbs, what you did in your

basic t;aining, your training in crypt}?&achines)’or

whatever else. But if there are any secrets that you

have, you can talk at any level you want.

When we left thenarmy H@ép/the war was over, they made

ué sign papers that we wouldn't talk about what we did

for seven years. I said I wouldn't be caught dead

talking about it in seventy—sevén years.
forne

Now if you do have secrets, I have a dispensationhﬁor

That's ail settled. Aqawn,

them. , Sallx,let's begin,» againy, thanks a lot for

giving me some time. I appfeciate it, and I know your

problems. But keep all fingers crossed.

Yes, right.

X

wourd
IS yom fust pick it up jfﬁaybe your teen-age days just out of
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high school, whatever happened before you wené in the
military and then we can take it chronologically.
And have you talk about what happened, why yor went
into the WA#ES, where you were inducted, wher% you took
your basic training and then proceed from there.

SPEER: First of all, our parents died when we were very, very
young, So we moved around an awful lot. My sister
said one day that she éot up to 39 changes and gave up.
So we were moved from one relative to another. They
thought maybe they wére going to make some money on us

and then decided..e thee was no Money.

FARLEY: This was in the late ‘30s, Sally - early '40s?
SPEER: : Earlier than that. I'm 74 years old now.
FARLEY: . You're kidding. I can't believe it. Of course, I

believe you, but you don't look it.

SPEER: I graduated from high school here in Bridgeportznl927,
and then I went dqwn to New York. As I say, we had
relatives and we Qégg back and forth with different
rélatives. I entered Hunter College there, but I
wasn't able to finish because I had no money. I went
for about 2-1/2 years, I think, and. then went at night
for 7@h11e; I went into the WAAC in 1943, October

1943.
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Soﬂw““ on oder a \|¢a,r, then .
Well, you see, before that it was the Women's;
Auxiliary. And I wasn't interested in joininq the
Auxiliary. I wanted‘the real stuff. Anoﬁher!reason
that I had to wait was that I was too thin. f was sure
that they weren't going to pass me. And they didn't at
first - the big rejected little thing. 'But they
finally waived it, and I went in. And I had no trouble
the whole time I was in tﬁe Army. I was first
stationed in Pine Camp which is now Camp Drum in
northern New York. We got there about the middle of
December,'and my commanding officer asked me if I
wanted to go home for Christmas. I came home and of
course I talked a blue streak while I was here and lost
my voice. As soon as I got back to camp, they put me
in the hospital. I was just lying there feeling
perfectly all right, but each afternoon my temperature
would go upp Fhe place was so hot. .52§23w I begged
them to let me up. JcAnd that was the only illness I had
for the two yeargﬁ?‘was in. So then from Pine Camp..,
Did you take your basic training at Pine Camp?
No}nOglethorpe.

1 5“‘”
And then I was on CQAone night with our commanding

~ CONFIDERTHAL-
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officer and she said to ms\if you had your choice

between.goéag—$é}bfficer's school and going oﬁerseas

NY ‘

which would you take?” I saiq;Qverseas o# course. So

within about two weeks I had my overseas ordegs.
FARLEY: Th;sw}{robably %ovember 43?2 Decembher of ‘4372 |
SPEER: No, that was the summer qf‘44 because I‘got to Pine Camp ﬁn
f??%ecember ofl43. And then-about July I think I got
my orders to go overseas. I went back to Oglethorpe
of course for extended field service.
FARLEY: Did you take some type of basic training at Oglethorpe

Close ocder
- I mean marching and thaet—sort—of drill..

SPEER: Oh yes, the movies and the whole Qit.

FARLEY: Did you have any training in communications there at
all?

SPEER: Nothing.

FARLEY: Nothing at all.

SPEER: No training of any kind except milégry.

FARLEY: So there was no specialized courses in case they said

okay you're going to be a secretary and you're going to
be a teletype operator, and you're going to be a
cryptanalyst.

SPEER: Not ‘til I got to Pine Camp. And the commanding officer

up there was a very, very nice woman. She asked me
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SPEER:

W

what I was interested in and I said I thought|I might
be interested in teletype - you know - morse code
thing. .But I didn't get that. I was in Headquarters,
typing up the daily bulletin and orders. And as I say,
from there I went to Oglethorpé. When we got to
Oglethorpe for overseas traiﬁing, - oh yes, we got up to
Chattanooga one night » it was terribly damp and cold -
waiting for a train and that took us up to Camp
Stonemaqé@ﬁ/in California. Of course we weren't told
anything on the way ﬁ;i I think we stopped somewhere
in New Mexico and some Red Cross woman or something - I
don't think it was the Red Cross - is that thing Oﬂ'ﬂ I
don't want to talk about the Red Cross,~#~

I knbw what you mean. You can say it if you like
because I feel the same way.

They came and gave us something..

Did they charge you 15 cents for a donut?

Yes, something like that. They said we know you can't
tell us where you're going. We said no. We were in
Stoneman for - let's see - that was in August - yes
August - and my sister's son was born on August 16 and

I got a telegram in Stoneman saying that he was born

and T went to the commanding officer to see if I could
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SPEER:

maké a phone call home and they said no, we'rﬁ confined
to quarters because we're ready to ship out. ;So we
shipped out maybe 10 days after that. I think we

got to Brisbane around the first, second or third of
September of 24, and we went to V%wn ’ ?) Park.

Was thére quite a group of you?

There were a great many WAX&S on the ship going out,
and the night before we were to land in New Guinea they
gave out spray cans to every other girl and I was one
who got the spray can. But the next morning one of the
girls came to me and saig;éally, Lt. Sullivan wants to
see youf So I reported to her, and she said}?&&yes,
you're not getting off here. Well, I was thrilled
because when I foqnd out I was going to New Guinea I
was so disgusted - after travelling 12,000 miles and I
wind up in New Guinea. So I think something like 80 or
85 of us stayed on the ship and went on to Brisbane.
The others got offoggﬁégﬁgiu4ﬁ}Bay. |

Do you remember some of the girls who went to New
Guinea? Know their names?

Exeept :
No, no. Just in your letter you mentioned that you

 Bb\andda
talked to Sue Cross and she was in (shoeleary.

didn't meet those girls again until we gogﬂxo the

vl : x

Ly
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Philippines afterwards. It was such a brief gime. I
didn't really become acquainted with any of tﬁem. so
where are we?
You're just on the way to Brisbane.
When we got to Brisbane, I remember they piled us into
trucks and I was at the very edge of the truck, and one
of the GIs came up and presented me with a red rose. I
thought that was very nice. So then, the first thing
they did was put us on the midnight shift to work.
All right. But had you had some training?
Nothing
No training yet.
What do you mean yet?l/I never did have tréining—*”
period. I was a secretary in New York before I came
here. So ;hey put us on the midnight shift and we had
a heck of a éime finding Ascot in the dark. I remember
that.
Where were you folks billeted?

ma Yevonqa
At nPark.
That's right. I think you had a double barbed wire
fence in.§52§§§21
Yes, because you people were on the other side. Were

you therg too?
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FARLEY:

Yes, Yes.
And of course a lot of the boys were at Ascot.
Yes, they had that race course in Ascot across the road
Wot¥ed . :
from where we were ‘ !
wod{«J . . ‘
You wete right in Ascot?
Yes, yes.
How is it I didn't know you?
I remember you.
Do you?

Maury '
Yes. I was in Hut 7 with-Me*éLbCoombsL?;'and Reynolds

Whitney, and there were three or four Australians..

I know those people. :-
‘ Us b{\v“' w
I think our pictures - and some of the Australians é\ﬁﬁ 9;
' . W&o
there..There was a Flight Lieutenant John Walsh and Qdé-\?‘$r
Knobby what do they call them? 5 o
2erby

Clark, the Aust:allan flight lleutenant/I guesszag
: N
What was your rank? Were you an officer?

Lieutenaq&, yes.
Greaony e This s whee T wae LpoKing.
(¢petresryA This was your’# I know him..

{es, vat was the grouy T Wus (.
(hére, they areslooklng at pictures) Yes, that was

vaness

Reynolds with me. And this is tunreteas)}-Nest; and this

is Wallie Oppenheimer and Bill somebody up in ...Marks
was his name... I don't remember him ...

This fellow's brother was going to be in Fldrida at the
He's a !

- reunion., f(uwneleary historian, 5

9
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SPEER: What's the date? Because I haven't gotten any.ijigT“e’
FARLEY: 5-6 October. 1I'll jar Bruce Darling. !
SPEER: Okay.
out &4‘ :
FARLEY: But that was the-eéd—ﬁﬁ“rlght here. ,

MeCr : z
SPEER: Yes. Now here's Grace MCC£:£g~%€H the one who lives

down in Florida.

FARLEY: Yes.

SPEER: A Jlot of people thought she and Rosemary looked alike.
W ND
Do you think so? Do you know either of them?
FARLEY: ~Ne? Yes. That's Mrs. Darling,.¥right. Were you
friendly with her?
Knew ‘hougqh
SPEER: This is the group that I dUﬂ*?,even-kﬁewy I wasn't

with the9k~#/but they did the punching of tape -that's

the type of work that they did.

FARLEY: Now these people were\primarily traffic sorters. I
Spoor, Watten S pool. -

<Orec- uess éﬁffln and tunetear) . , o

A 4 hm, on Smatl
FA”C;(‘I affin 13 dea “a- n
SPEER: , ihuéh&&érvv—-Thls is our group - Clarence Luné&ea&%———*

he's dead.
%e\\h\sc'%lﬂ.’
FARLEY: He's from {unclear), Tennessee,.
SPEER: Who? Clarence?
Moy e ha )

FARLEY: ' Phe bald-headed fellow. [ Fovdhamw ),

Q Focatnam Mﬂdand 2/
SPEER: ar) Don Merlim # He was supposed to be at the

reunion at Fort Meade, but he didn't show up.
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A He studied Forestry.

Adenxist? ﬁtg/%zl”ﬁgfizﬁ

—CONFIDENTIAL

i

reunion at Fort Meade, but he didn't show up.
He will be at the one in Florida.
Oh, will he?
. . ' ; Sh WC
He's a dentist down in —“unctear)- SOU\-\'\{\ Caxc\\na.(f,alelj ) ”{
g
] Lv =
I know. He's a dentist down there.
That's why he's "doctor". I just thought it was a
) . Merciand
Doctor of Philosophy when they said Dr. Merlin.

dentisg.ﬁ)how about that?

- And do you remember George Bailey? 1Isn't he on the

kA7 .
extreme thére? Is that George Bailey?

No, no.
5 Niwn
Oh, I'm sorry. It look@&d like #+, Who is this one?
Snyder Qlafence Kubaw ()
Let's see, Fred {unctear), Ciata +ﬂnc%ea*¥f I remember

Pou\
him - Don, Roy, Clarence, -PearIEvans, Rick Roberts -

Rda
he died too - _{unclear) told me he died.
Oh, did he? I didn't know that. Did you ever come
across a TaicoﬁEStanley? He's a lieutenant - I don't
 know the name, but he lives up in Hartford. I was
going to interview him, but he didn't answer the phone,
so I couldn't.

Toat's me. Thas is Rita Taglor, the

Iet—me—runr—threuwgh—the—funcltear)
one. ot T 4old o alveud . AW &% thwis 1 My Gfoups
Oh, yes. This was the keypunch group?

11
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M

Rt Pag e
Not all of them,\)“\'R.e.ede-n-t_(_?) and this girl and -Peg-
Hamilton and Jackie Rogers - they worked the keypunch’/lﬁf#
went into another room which they called the machine

but believe
» Remington Rand I think

room - they're like IBM thlngs)
that they had during the war - so those two. But I
never went into that room.
What did you keypunch, Sally? Did they give you a long
strip?
It was long strips of paper with numbers on them, and
then the card went into the side of the machine and we
ik was all Seeret ana T wasp;

punched it. That's all I know because +unciear)
Supposed Yo Know hat T was deing. (‘ﬁ%h*ef)

You don't know whether it was Japanese traffic _#

gbviously it wasgitr

I was supposed to be breaking/the Japanese code..,

Yes, but you don't know whether it was Japanese water Tthfrh}'
code or Air or Army.

No, because we weren't allowed to talk about it at that

point. |

Yes, yes. When you went there, did they give you an

Ov R
orlentatlon )%%he people ﬁf Central Bureau? or.the A‘x ]ke,
"LoolR

KgﬂPk Ayﬂﬁﬂﬁrat Ascot Park sa%’leok you're part of a

sensitive organization and here's what we're doing and

. !
here's what you're going to do?

12
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SPEER: Nope. ‘
FARLEY: Is that right? They just saiq,d%%ere's a chaér and
here's a machine and said do thig/#’bne, two,:three.
SPEER: - That's it, that's it..that's all they did.
A
FARLEY: That is something, isn't it? How was the morale then?
Was it kind of low because, ..

3

SPEER: No, I think we had good morale. Because a lot of the
girls and the fellows of course went down‘totiﬁiéiéEESfﬁk
on their day off. I never did because - I love
swimmingaﬁ/but I don't like ocean bathing. So it just
happened that I never dia. I had other interests I
guess. I loved being in Brisbane. I love.Brisbane.

And I went toAmovies a lot of course. I went to the
theater because they had a couple of musical comedies
there when I was there, and Rosemary and Phil and

X " hang arsund .
. what wWas Wig pg
. Fireball and I use to bend together - and alsofhﬂts* > m‘?

W T+ was on‘\""
- .Schwartz. He was a teacher at Queens College, and
after the war they accused him of being a Communist.
Do you remember him?
FARLEY: Vaguely. I can't place the name, though.
SPEER: Very, very nice fellow. Very, very nice. And then, s<¢¢,

Rosemary and Phil had their own apartment after they

got married, and we uséito spend our day off together.

13
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. 5 JE N | ;;’m;“’

That was nice. In the operational end of it, did you
ever get any briefings at all about what was ?oing oqlﬁ?
no inte;ligencé briefings? f-
I told you I was very low on the totem pole. !
But this is a little disappointing. I guess there were
a lot of peoplé like that.
I was disappointed because I felt that with my ability
to.do secretarial work, it seemed to?;: an awful waste
of time to put me on to this job, but this is the Army,
Mrs. Jones.
You could have been typing reporté. You could have

_ . than peKing Insleg _ cavhs,
been typing other things (unelear)that-—falls in tapest

o
One of the girls ¥%ﬂt»was in my hut - not in our group,

Yecong a
but in the hut at YUraég&+?f, worked downtown in what

uhd‘ioedll ,
they,call the trash and garbage building, and she did

secretarial work. The only thing I didn't care for -

and after awhile it was eliminated # I don't know if I

‘mentioned it in the letter or not - as I said, they put

us on the midnight shift when we first got there, and a
number of the people who were on the midnight shift
preferred it. They used to take their lunch hour and
their two coffee breaks combined and used to sleep in

[2]
the middle of the night on the floor 4Zn these dirty GI

14
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bﬂﬁj on

———

as long as a lotof +hem [1Ked
blankets. I didn't like that at all. So : :

the midnight shift, it was no problem. So th%n I
worked two shifts - day shift and the four tofmidnight.
It still was a rough life,‘wasn't it? |
No, I liked it. I wouldn't have given it up for
anything. No, I wasn't unhappy Ehefév‘"\+h°/4‘mv
Weren't you? |

_ <0
Of course, the fact that I loved to trave% <the fact
that I got to travel was woéonderful for me.
Did you get down to S}dney at allz
No,I did not. Thét was a disappointment because A~
remember, they cancelled all leav%i And then they
lifted the ban, but the stipulation was you could not
go alone. You had to go with somebody else. By that
time, all the girls had taken their furloughs in
Brisbane. They didn't care. They just took the time
off; But I saved mine hoping that this would happen.
What I didn't know was that I could have gone with +hea
dressmaker's daughter, a civilian.
Oh, that's a shame.

Nobody told me that. So I didn't get to S}éney.
That would have been great.

A®h to go with a native Australian would have been

wonderful.

15
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I

who was it arranged €2
Yes, yes it would have been great. 1In fact“ we met

some pilots in the Australian Airforce - at that place
where we used to eat - you know the one that ?sed to

( .
) ‘h’tKC v/

5 ;
say Stripes 27 for the Americans?

All the way down there?

They arranged for us to stay at a hotel in.Szaney, and
they were going to fly us down, but we couldn't make it.
That was a big disappointment that I didn't get to.
S;dney. Of course, now'Rita i§ living in Brisbane and

she keeps asking me when am I coming back.

‘Sure - you ought to go over again and see the o1ld

place.

sudh
I'd love to go back, but of course it costsﬁan awful
lot. of money.
Yes, it's outrageous. We tried to arrange a reunion
tour out there and the minimum for one person is about

\

$3,500. And that's outragedus.

L woutd e tg (000 Yo arcar Dol _
Yes., I thinkﬁif I went, hopefully I'd staXAa couple of
months because it wouldn't be worth while otherwise.
and I'd have a place to stay ﬁ”at Rita's apartment
because she has three bedrooms in her condominium.

That would be great. Did you ever attend any of

Colonel Sinkov's parties?

16
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Yes, yes. I have pictures of that, but I don't think I
C t aney
Again, I was looking at the CZaﬂé%u “Bo you remember

have them here, but I do have them.

the news letter they used to put out - every two weeks,
was it - or once a month - whatever,}énd there are
photographs of Sinkov's party. All the girls are
enjoying themselves.
You saved them all?
Yes, yes.'
Great.
You see, I'm in the history department at NSA.
Oh. At San Jose?
At NSA;ngggdjgﬁghfhkhat's your o0ld home town I see

) .
your card down there. I see your card on the mail box
- San Jose, California.

Tg that what it has? The akdless at San Jose?

Does it? (umedear) I never realized that. 1Isn't that
funny? C\Luﬁki<£3
Yes.
I did some - you don't want this on here because it
doesn't have anything to do with the Army - but I did
some volunteer work in San Jose with a Jesuit priest

who is a lawyer. And I was out there for eight months.,

Yes, that was in the -~ and I wondered because we spent

17
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a couple of weeks at San Jose. Remember Sid gﬁ%ﬁ:ég+?
SPEER: Uh huh, I remember the name.
FARLEY: He lives in San Jose.
SPEER: Oh, does he?
FARLEY: He and I were in the same hut working on the Japanese

éir—ground problem. The liaison tréffic. So, he was in
San Jose. Who was the chief of the keypunch operation?

Was there somebody in charge.

SPEER: Yes, Zach &

FARLEY: Hatpen:(2] L ad?\;w

SPEER: Yes, gg%g;g:] Yes, he was our boss.

FARLEY: And who was No. 2? There was a little short fellow. I

. . )
can't even think of his name - who was No. 2. Remembier hiim.

SPEER: Capt... .
}*lﬁ,\ [§ T2 I

FARLEY: Yeh, I remember Zach Haipﬁn?

SPEER: You do remember. "

FARLEY: Yes, he's still in Maryland. He lives in Silver
| Spring#ﬁ I believe. A
SPEER: This fellow,+ what was his name - Bob - well, you
| wouldn't know - he was in charge of the non-com club.
And he comes from Minneapolis. A few yearsgafter the
war, I was living in New York, and he called me up. He

was in for the World Series. He owns a tavern in
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Minneapolis. And boy did he give me the VIP... He was

with somebody else and asked me if I could get another

girl. And the four of us went out. They ordered hers doeuvre!

-bafdos4?% with their drinks in their room - and I think
Shetrf Nethaland

they were at the (unelear)” or Plaza Hotel.

First Class, huh?

lAnd they brought up caviar and shrimp - and we went to

dinner, then we went to a night club, and Ray Bolger

was the featured entertainment,J/%nd I adore dancing,

and I 16ved his dancing - just a marvelous night. So I

have friends in Minneapolis, and when I was-;:; thére I

called him up. But of course now he's probably at—&hd—

retirement age, and they said he was in Florida. As

far as I know hé still has the tavern.

I guess. At first glance, he looks a little bit like

Herb Nash.

Yes, a little bit.

Remember Bill Thomas alsézéjthe short red-haired

fellow?

Bill Thomas - is he the one who just retired3> He

stayed in the Army? Were you at the reunion at Meade?

Yes.

Remember it was just when the hostages were taken?

19



FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

 CONFIDENTIAL

They asked him about it. And he said we'll go in when

Yes.

they lose som%,l/but we'll go in., And I thought oh,
what a shame that they didn't do that. That was such a
-- too bad.

Yes, that's right.

So, what else you want to know?

The routine, the keypunch. Did you have a lot of
traffic to punch? Were you busy all the time?

All the time. We never stopped. We never goofed off
at ail except for tea time. One of the Australian
girls/*/she must have had an insié;%rclock. We would
be punching away and punching away and all of a sudden,
she stopped, picked up her glassfuﬁzd off she went.

She always knew when it was 10 o'clock or whatever hour
she went.

Everything stopped'for tea there.

Everything stopped for tea. And that hotel down there

neasr

gt the botanical gardens - I've forgotten the name of

the hotel. But I had to call upstairs to the ladies

room and one of the maids was just setting out and she
[\ 4 g

said, tea now)everybody.

Is that the hotel that MacArthur had as his

20
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headquarters?
,L€KKDWu
No. That was Lenim. The first night I arrived in
Brisbane - no, on the ship, we had a dance, and the
Oro
kids got off at Gexalt2jBay, and they set up an
) I meawn . .
entertalnmeny wd for us to dance with the sailors.
And I became acquainted with one of the sailors and

. Lennon ,
made a date to meet him at L.enin Hotel - of course not

Lenwon.
knowing anything about Iremin. It was off limits to
GIs, and I didn't know that. So I never did get
together with him.
Well, what else can we put on the record in Brisbane.
I met some of the Brisbane people. I liked the
Australians very, very much. As you know, they were
very very kindly. A couple of times, if I had been at
the movies on my own, they would invite me to their
house. A couple of them invited me. I don't remember
them and I didn't keep up the friendship, but some of
them were very nice. |
You don't correspond with any of them? Send them
Christmas cards?
No, no.

There's one persogp#’John Walsq,J’Who I worked with

in hut 7. I have sent him a Christmas card every
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FARLEY:
SPEER:
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SPEER:
FARLEY:
SPEER:
FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

mﬁﬁw

Christmas since 1946 I guess, and he has responded.
When he responds, does he tell you anything? My
brother-in-law was in the Navy and he sends a Christmas

card to somebody he was in the Navy with every year
sends him & Chnstmas cadd.

like yoq)f—gnd all they do is sign their name to the
card.
That's no good.

So
That‘gﬂfrustrating.
No we don't do that. We write long letters. And the
Australians have a similar reunion group, and John
keeps me up to date on who diedAand who's sick and..,
Oh, he's Australian?
He's Australian - I'm sorry -
OE,I should tell Rita about that.
Oh yes. They call it the Central Bureau Reunion Group.
I ought to write that down because I'm in touch with
Rita. (Leavla room) - Vie
That's all right - go ahead. Do you rememberyéﬁ;xRose
or John Thomas?
I remember the names.
They were analysts who went to New Guinea with the

group probably that got off from your ship.

Central Bureau Reunion?
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FARLEY: I'll write to you and I'll give you the complete
address. Remember Joe Richards?

SPEER: Yeh, X lemember oo Richnards 4 B

FARLEY: I remember Joe Richards married an Australian girl, and

he's a charter member of this Central Bureau Group.

SPEER: Does he live down there?

FARLEY: No, he lives in Silver Spring%ﬁ

SPEER: Oh.

FARLEY : Out near....

SPEER: Is that where you live, Bob?

FARLEY: I live near the University of Maryland.in Hyattsville

o
which is about nine miles from the Capitgl be@ﬁééﬁMAﬁEM' v

the road to Baltimore.

SPEER: Uh huh,
FARLEY: Now this is the address of the Central Bureau Reunion./ﬁ/
SPEER: This was taken at that Maryland reunion. And here is

another one of our officers. And I'd have to look up

his name in...

Lgaomz- La Movne .

FARLEY: Oh I know him. Joe
0 LaMome
L 1 1
SPEFR: Joe Jixtha; s 1;. "
. 53 . . . ¢
FARLEY: I want to look at th1%: this was in - is that 78?

Bob Slack and Dick somebody, John Bell =~ remember John

B\
Bell? He was at the 125th. Bérié Wolf - remember

23
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FARLEY

SPEER:

FARLEY

SPEER:

FARLEY

SPEER:

FARLEY

SPEER:

Sez,

\EGNHBEW

i\
BeTYTe Wolfe?

Yes, yes.

+he
He was & C.0. Here's John Thomas.
It's not a very good picture. I mean it was taken too
far away. I became very friendly with a fellow who is
a lawyer out in Missouri at that reunion, and I sent a

. but then--..
couple of Christmas cards te—irtm. His son was down

there I think going to one of the universities.ség%;bjL
reason I’Eggtg;;- did you go to the Californi;’reUnion?
Yes R

The reason I g;éfi;:i;;§r¥%t - when gg;y found out it
was going to be in_San Francisco, I was delighted.

So was I. '

But when they changed it I thought - it's a question of
transportation - see, I don't drive. And I thought oh.
it's going to be a big bggggiato try to get out there.
Now the same thing happened - where did we have the
reunion - at Arlington?

Arlington Hall? Owewn_
Arlington Hall. I was in touch with g%;gKQ$A Lynch.
And I asked him if I could get a taxi from the station

in Washington to Arlington Hall. I said how much would

it cost, and he said about $6.00. But when I got to
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SPEER:
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FARLEY:

SPEER:

MDY

Washington he and Jane were waiting for me.

Oh gfmﬁh-greaf- |

He said I found out it costs too much for you so I
éame. He's always been very very nice to me at all of
the reunions.

He's down in Florida;

If you don't Have his address - because I have their
address.

I think I found his address.

You did.

Did you get a complete listing of the group?;h’

That was in California? Yes I did.

And what was the fellow's name? Boom-Boom, or Ack Ack
Aaronson? The one that Aaronson compiled? 1It's an IBM
computer run?

No, I think I got a fetter.

Let me send itAto you. 1I'll duplicate a copy.

Okay.

Duplicate a copy and the addrességi.ﬂe was peddling
those thingé for $2.00. And I said the heck with this.
I burned a copy - duplicated a copy. So I'll duplicate

one for you and send it out.

Okay,
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SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

Yoﬁ might find some names in there that you remember.
There aré a number of names of %xggﬁg’that I recognize
and wonder what happened to them. But they probably
wouldn't remember me sééc@ I haven't been in touch with
them, all AWis Yime.
I remember very few of them because as I say I wasn't
associated with them too closely.
No WA#ES worked in your hut at all?
No. The Australian girls did. But when we went up
north, Mary Jane Ford and two or three others were in
the shop. These were the group of girls that were in
New Guinea and they were all dumped into a big Quonset
hut, so we were working all together and I remember
those girls., Tell me about your departure from
Brisbane. .

Sen Estaoan
They sent us up to Seniectban{?)y. Were you ever up
there? |
No.
Oh a lovely, lovely place. Don't know if there are
pictures in here or not. A lovely place on the water.
We use to go 6ut at night and the fellows would get

aco
chicken from one of the restaurants there and we'd have

a picnic at night. Rosemary and Phil had a hut.
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They gave them a hut to themselves. And I don't
remember how long we were there - not very long. Maybe
ten days, maybe two weeks - not much more when they
told us to go back we were going to Manila for going
home. And that was sometime in October because my
birthday is in October and I remember that it was
around my birthday that we were sent back to Sén Miguel
angrécentually down to Manila. And we stayed at the

Jesuit school down there that had been bombed quite a
' Lurline

bit Qntil we got...we went over on the Le&%anefﬂ) and
came back on the same ship. ‘

FARLEY: I see. Now when you went to San Miguel, did you do the
same type job - key punch?

SPEER: : Yes, but you see, the war was over within a matter of
maybe two weeks. |

FARLEEY: Okay.

got

SPEER: I think we 1o#f there the first of August - I said it
in the letter I think. And Rosemary and I worked on the
paper. And I nevef kept a copyﬂof it. I can't even

S hama: e v 1h¢ﬂnﬂyqé=7éu
tell you the name of it. ﬁo-tzﬁaﬁéf»,-»mm of”

awmeor but The ovie )
g-—/’“’/ —semething—etse. San M\Suc.\ .
-FARLEY: I know - I'm just thinking. I think I remember seeing

one copy.” It was a typewritten...,Was George Frank the
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FARLEY:
SPEER:
FARLEY:
SPEER:
FARLEY:
SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

editor?

I can't remember who it was.

-m-sa-k-ftmsudra? Wysech 7

W\}Sochf

Wisaki might have been.
SOCKL,

Ted Wi i.,

W SochJ
Ted Wi i - yes.
He's in bad shape.
Is he? .
ernel
Really bad shape, He's goEAParkinson's disease * ¢of
Alzheimer's disease - something like that. He's up in
Buffalo. We were able to find him and contacted him,
invited him to the Long Beach reunion, but he couldn't
M)Sockl.
make it. So it could have bheen - i I'll look
through all our records and see if I can find one copy.
I'd love to get a gopy of it because I once made up a
of

crosq_yord puzzle te& that paper.
/§Salgig? You should have joined us because a lot of
the people...

Now if I had a job like that in the Army, I would have
been absolutely delirious with happiness.

a
You should have stayed *é;mr as a cryptanalyst, right?

If you could make up crosg_yord puzzles, my gosh,

really. We have about three people whose hobby is
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SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

cross word puzzles.

Solving them - or making them up?

Making them up.

Making them up?

Yes.o“%ﬁg‘;umber one cryptanalyst in the building for
years and years - Bill Lutwiniak - I don't know if you
know that the - He was a éergeant who was in the CBI
during WWII. But that was his hobby. New York Times -

crostics )
he does and chss—8%+eks+?ft and Saturday Review.

There was a contest - did you read about it just

recently?
No.
There was a contest to see who could solve the puzzle

the fastest. And some woman does the Times puzzle with

a stop watch.
My gosh - is that right? She must be amazing.

lose w k ,
I Jeas- interesteé. 1T start a crosg word puzzle and then
I get to a point where I can't answer the what-ever-it-
is, and then say the heck with it. But if somebody
else is doing a puzzle and they say to me what's a five
letter word for so and so, I can give them the answer.

Sally,were you involved at all in the destruction of

all the material that we accumulated in the war and
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FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

No

*

£

after the war?

What did you do with it? Burn it?

Burn it. Most of it was burned. There were a couple
of people who. thought wel%,this is a shame. All this
good paper going to waste, and the Filipino kids not
having anything to write on. So they stole some of this
material, threw it on the back of a truck, and the wind
blew some of it off, and it was found. And it was
almost a court martial for some of these people. Bad
compromise., So we spent many a day burning as much of
that material as we could. I guess we left a lot of

equipment there, didn't we? Do you know what happened

"to all of our equipment?

I have no idea.

So, how did you folks kill the time theﬁ?fpworking on

the newspaper was one, and playing bridge, or writing

letters homez

No, I don't know. When we got to Manilq,of course - we

were there méybe two weeks before we got home,——aa?—&*r‘f&4khbug
Wasjhurry up and wait. They had this“$é§€£§3—§“§é3::?b“"“j
o'clock in’the morning ;'to go back to Manila » and we

met some GIs and we went out on trips with them. I

remember once they took us out on a boat somewhere.
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SPEER:

FARLEY:
SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

No, they were Navy fellows, and they had big thick
steaks. But they had one of those stoves that campers
use and we thought it would be just great until one of

1
W ’

them said Oh, there's a rat in that box.
) (a.;ﬁhhu
Oh, no. So you lost your appetite.’ Did you go to

FQéﬁ%@ﬂW@ﬂﬂam& Covr€1(30f at all’”

- CBrreq:doqf
We started out to,€6lfﬁéﬁﬂgﬁxand I was getting kind of

seasick, and I thought I wonder how much farther we're
And SoMconre Came .

going. -A—feltew—ceme over to me and said we're turning

back and I said what? He said we're turning bacﬁ/}/

there was a typhoon warning. So we never got there.

Were you up in the Philippines when the typhoon hit?

No.

There was one that hit there in July. I think of 45,

Almost a week after we got there. |

|sT.
Nq,see we got there in August—Septembers

We experienced one. It blew the steel roofs off the

mess hal%,ﬁ’miserable. Did you see any of the POW Japs

when you were in there?

I met an 0SS man and he took us to a prison. But the

Japanese men to me looked just like the Filipinos.
could

Just very small. I don't remember whethe? we ,talke& to

them -~ whether #hef spoke any English. Chances are he
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did not. I just remember seeing him.

lerenee NAmeagata. ? ,
FARLEY: Remember o? He was a nice fellog,wasn't

he?#”
SPEER: © Yes, yes. Very Xice.
FARLEY: We heard from him for the Long Beach reunion. He said

he couldn't make it, but he sent money enough for a
dozen, two dozen, or five dozen bottles of whatever we

wanted to buy and they bought wine and we all toasted

clamHlarene.,

SPEER: Oh that was nice.
FARLEY: He's a fine fellow. A very fine fellow.
. Sinov ‘
SPEER: Was Colonel Sir 7Y there?
FARLEY: No. His wife died just before New Year's. Before

Christmas. Last year. And we had the reunion in
October, and she was pretty bad off. So he didn't
come. I did hear that he probably will come to the one

in Orlando, I hope. You're going to be there?

SPEER: I hope.
FARLEY: I hope. Why not?
SPEER: I have a friend who is also an ex~WA;%. She's a retired

major. She never went overseas. She comes originally
from Maine, and she goes to Florida in the Winter time.

T had menhimeol 1l
I don't know exactly when she goes down there.A She and
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I had a reunion in Washington, D.C. She was on the way
back to Maine, and I thought that—wgg;é—be a good spot.
And she invited me to come down to Florida. I think
she's in Fort Lauderdale. I'm not sure. But she
drives. So it may be that she could take me to the Otlando.
—seunions"
That's clbse. Very close. Or you could jump on a
plane there. If you give me a call, I'd be delighted
to meet you at the airport.
Taonks Veny much,
Thatle—niee—of_you. I'd like to go to the reunion even
though I don't remember an awful lot of the people.
Not too many WAﬁhs go. When we had the reunion in

. , . Owen, 1 guess
Arlington, I was in touch with edd—ef—my—guests all the
time, and I was askiﬁg them how many Wﬁﬂgs. I must
have éone to the ladies room, and when I came back they
said - Maury Coombsgﬂﬁfl think was talking - and they
said he called on you"to say something/but you weren't
here. Somebody.said/wzgztwould you have said?” And I
said, I was going to say that I was so happy to hear
that there were.only three or four WAﬁ@s who were going
to be there, but nobody told me the wives were going to

be there.

Too bad you didn't say that. The thing with the Long

33
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Beach reunion was somebody got on the ball and called
grabbed 1}

two or three WA?@S and the WﬁﬂCs wert, and they called

all their friends and they must have had fifty WAACs

there this time.

SPEER: : I was surprised when I saw some of the names of the
WA#ES.
FARLEY: They really livened it up. They really did.

N~—————SPEER:Yes, because they could reminisce with you,whﬂuu the
» wiveS couldnwt, 5 (3 probably o3 Good.
FARLEY: Oh vyes, reallyfeeﬁ%dﬁmdBut it made me feel really bad
that we had taken so long to contact some of these
gals. And they said that they would have been
delighted to joiq/ué*but they never knew about these
reunions. I-wé;%f¥e the reunion at Fort Meade in 79,
and I called a few of the girls and they just weren't
‘interested, so I figured...
SPEER:. I know. See I gave the names - who was the fellow that

had been writing to me about the Long Beach reunion. He

called me very often.
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SPERR— " (UnclIvar)
FARLEY: '~ Norman Bener-. (50“16"'-
SPEER: Yes, yes. I sent him the names of several of the girls

whose addresses I had, but I don't know if they were
) Sow)
still intact or not. But I -theuglt that Phyllis Pearce
was one of the girls. I had a very old address for her.
And I didn't have an address for Sis Sukoviak(?).
FARLEY: I have 1it, . L{ubtkl
SPEER: And her name igjgggg%iﬂﬂﬂ now. Same as my niece's -
that why I remember the name.. And I think she ran an ad
in one of the military magazines, and that was my
suggestion for the first reunion, because I figured a
lot of ex~GIs read...or belonged to the American Legion a’onctﬂ
Ahese and it might be goéd to put an ad in that.

FARLEY: I think so, yes. I ran some ads in thelgeEEEEG

officers' magazine and the Army Times and someplace

e

e

else. I just sent in the data on the SIS reunion in

Orlando,

Shoul d
SPEER: Well, good. Then we -fust get a lot of people.. .
tdr s Hee
FARLEY: I'm also the secretary of the Phoenix Society‘gg;the

\NSA retiree's organization, and I write a monthly
newsletter. And I usually throw in a little item, a

little blurb on the reunion. 1It's amazing - people
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SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

that you think were never even assigned to it call up

and say thanks for the information, I'll be there. ®o— Skxllﬂs
when I interviswed Sue Cross and Mary Jane Ford and '17kﬁlhs
PrAstidla , Sue Cross took off on the fact that

the WAACS got a bum deal. Reputation—wis%,;lthey

didn't get any credit. |

Oh that's propaganda - civilian propaganda. I think

one of the things that they told us was - in the

newspapers of the United States they said 3,000 WAACs

were sent to Africa and 1500 of them were pregnant.

~ Yes, yes. But Sue was very unhappy. She said that

even now - if there's an item in the newspaper that f£
an ex-WAVE murdered her husband, it would be one
sentence at the bottom saying that this lady served in
the WAVEs during WWII. But if an ex—WAdC murdered her
husband, she said the headline would reag‘éx-%gﬁc
murders husbandf

I don't know. I wouldn't say,that. But you mentioned
the Red Cross, and the Red Cross certainly had no love
for the WA#CS.

No.

And in our newpaper about two weeks ago - and I was

going to write to them - they said Women, too, served




T

during WWII. And I thought Oh, that's interesting,
maybe they'll have a story about a WAiC. Red Cross
Girls! I was going to write to them and say big deal.
They got $250.00 a month, they could go out with
officers, and we couldn't, and - big deal!
. and a\so
FARLEY: Sally, since - I was in San Migquel, %eett¥) in New
Caledonia, hungry, thirsty, and went into someplace -
Nouww ez
I've forgotten where it was - New-Mial2); I guess,
to a Red Cross station, and they handed me a doughnut.

W\ "

I said’Gee, thanks,ﬁ'ls cents - 15 cents! I said,I

can't believe this - 15 cents!! And I said,” keep
it.',Since that time, I have not given a nickel.
SPEER: Nor I, Nor I.
FARLEY: \ Now I'm saying things on tape that we shouldn't be
saying, but. ..

SPEER: You can always ..,

FARLEY: Obliterate it.
SPEER: They never did anything for us in Brisbane.  They had a

place - I guess we could go there if you had a date
with a GI. They never did anything for us until one
time they decided - I guess they had an attack of
conscience - and they decided to have a party for us.

And it just happened that that day some VIPs came along
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—w---\k,wng'zc‘ Paske
k and they took them through the huts

which were a mess and everybody was confiqu to
quarters. Fortunately, I was working the 8-4 shift and
when I got off downtown, one of the girls said don't go
home, so I“ﬁgﬁiiggiggEQQ?f But thatjaﬁgzlea;4 never
did get to the Red Cross party.
Who was the C.0. of the WAXC groupA}n Brisbane?
In Brisbane, it was Lieutenant Walsh,
Never knew her. How about the one in San Miguel?
San Miguel? Can't remember her name, but she comes
from Bridgeport, and I understand she was in insurance
here in Bridgeport. And the first year or two after
the war we had a reunion in New York at the o0ld New
Yorker hotel, which doesn't exist anymore. But she was
ane oF TR
there,;[agnsort of guests at the table, and I went up and
spoke to her, but she wasn't very.., She was lovely in
San Miguel because no mattef who of the GIs came and
said we'd like to invite some of the girls to our camp
- we're having a party, she always gave her consent.
And another thing she did: she used to have the
fellows who worked in the kitchen make coffee and todst
at eleven o'clock every night,?’ge used to have a snack

every night. She was very, very nice.
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FARLEY: But she would rather have forgotten the past? At the
reunion?
SPEER: I guess that was the idea - or she probably said I
’ whrdh
don't know this one from a hole in the wall, $ut she

didn't. But I introduced myself.
ou cowid $ake it, Jow could s oy,
She—ceould—theave—said

FARLEY: i4"gh yes I remember you."
SPEER: Yes. Which is what most people would do.
FARLEY: Sure they would.
SPEER: ‘ Or ask you what you were doing in civlian life ﬂanqﬂ'is L Ha
FARLEY: Oé;gry to converse a little bit. Sally, is there
anything else that we should put on this tape? I'm
taking up a lot of your time, I know.
SPEER: No, because you ask the questions of me for what you
want to know. I don't know what you want to know.
FARLEY: Yes. 1Is thefe anything that you want to put on tape?

Any gripes, or ény complaints, or any comments or
anything that you'd like to-pufS%;‘record? What this
will be used for, Sally, is to develop a classified
history of intelligence in the Pacific, and I'm trying
to fit in a little bit of each.-Jyge don}t have many
interviews with W@i&s. In fact, it's a big éap, and
I've been trying to fill in even the social aspects of

it, as well as the operational. I got quite a bit
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from the three girls who were in New Guinea on the
operational activityJJ/fhe cryptanalytic end of it.
Well, I think it was good to get information from New
Guinea because they had it rough, I know. Some of the
girls told me it was so terribly hot down there.
Carbon paper would curl up when they tried to put carbon
paper in to write a letter. Little things like that.
And of course they always had to go out with a GI. The
) ' ( (ans Wi
couldn't go out alone. Which wasn't bad either. ,We

had a lot more freedom than they did.

Do you remember the names of the equipment you used?

Did you start with a certain type and finish the war

working on a certain type, or was there any improvement
at allz

It was exactly the same.

It was all IBM keypunch material- key punch equipment?
I-assumed it was IBM key punch because I know the big
sheets that they had in the machine were Remington -not
IBM. Remington.

Oh, I beg your pardon. You didn't run the cafds
through the big machine? They'ggzgfdlhat to somebody

else.

No, somebody else did that.
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SPEER:
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And they didn't tell you that it was for the aid of the
cryptanalysts— all of these machine runs?
Well, I assumed that and I knew that it was trying to
break the Japanese code.
Yes.
And then when Dewey ran for President after they told
us not to talk about it fgr seven years/}’he bragged
about the fact that we broke the Japanese code. |
Yégy'fight?) Sally, did you get any lectures at all
about seéurity? Keep it quiet. Don't talk about it.
Not that I remember. I don't think we did. It was

e wor\c
just as if we were working. We came #mr at 8 o'clock,
went home at four. Or we came in at four and went home
at midnight. And as far as I remember, there were no
orientation lectures or any thing of that sort.
How were you admitted to the area in which you worked?
Did you have some sort of identification?
I think there was somebody at the gate.. I think I have

Le Mowe

a picture of Lieutenant &Szgég%%mfstanding there at the
gate. I guess we had an identification - yes, we had a
card. I have the card somewhere. Yes. But that's

all,

Did you ever hear of anybody being involved in probably
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SPEER:
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SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:
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a security compromise or maybe talking when they
shouldn't have talked, or being approached by a spy?

None § at all? T dent ervther.

No, see, we wouldn't have had that kind of opportunity.
: w0 e rawliing .
I mean, the boys would go to pubscﬂbut the girls

didn't. The only place where we had a social life was

if we went 1o

in the non-comﬂ/club ornin-somebody's home. But nobody

Auﬁ(a.h'a.n)
ever said don't talk tdﬂghyoné’about the work you do.

It was emphasized that it was secret work that we
weren't to tglk about it. And I just never did.
Did you sign an oath sometime early in your career? 'In

the CB area that you wouldn't reveal any secrets?
thing that T -old Yeu culssest™

Only thejsome at the end of the war that we weren't to

talk about it for seven years.
Okay, but you didn't sign something earlier than that?
I don't remember, that ux_ahéi.
Okay, Okay. Did you ever run across any British gals -
any.VU(hnb or any New Zealand girls, or any. .
There were British men - but I don't remember any Wfens"
or WAFS or Australian girls.
I never saw any New Zealanders, no. And you knew
ooWN

Professor Rumet?®). I think he was a Dutch professor

from some college around that area. And he worked with
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two people. All I remember was a little short blond
Australian Army gal, and a big, talk, lanky American
Lieutenant, and they got married. They worked togethér
too long, I guess.

SPEER: Quite a few of them got married, and you wonder how the

marriages turned out. Of course, Maury Coombsb&?A“

Truex
married an Australian girl. I guess Frua did, too,
because .vv he Stuqed 1n Brisans .
FARLEY: Did any WAK%S marry Australian men?
SPEER: One girl; but I don't remember her name. But I think

her picture is in here. Would it be in here?

FARLEY: Did she stay down there or brought him back?
San Estnban
SPEER: When we: went up to Semistaban{?y it seems to me there's

a picture of the two of them sitting like this. And

Stella Kirkwood, £ did you know her?

FARLEY: Yes. ' *
E € ﬁﬁ-l—ﬂ" NO‘ r dd Mfwnawl
SPEER: ' You knew Stella. Well, she developed TB.\ She was in a
/,//”/— hospital up in Worchester, Massachusetts for about four
</
years, I guess. She met another GI who had TB and they
: Taad me . .
married. .l_was—surprlseq‘ I wasn't in touch with her

‘at all. They were living in Springfield. She came from
Framingham, and when I was up in Springfield maybe a

year or so ago, I looked in the Springfield book and
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FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY: San\l,

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

T

—CONFIDENTIAL

they weren't listed. So whether they both died or what
happened, I don't know.
I may have an address. I'm not sure. I think she's
still alive. I'm not sure. -
I had an address for her, but maybe you have a
different address. )
Hhat List.
I don't know, but I'll send you whetever—it—ts.
Okay.
You can check it out and update your address book.
Yes. Because 1'd like to know what happened to her. I
used to go up to the hospital to visit her a couple of
times, and she asked me to be her bridesmaid.
Do you know if anybody ever prepared a history of the
WA#CS in Australia? Anybody write anything?
on'y that .

No, but &&+s too bad if they didn't. It would have
been good. It was hurry up and get back to San Miguel

(l00¥vng ot photos)

if you're going to go home., This was the sort of hut

that Rosemary and Phil had.
lmhoo

A Lunclear» hut?
Yes.

_ Cross :
Bo know that Sue %#=esuse is writing a book, I believe,

°

and she's going to call it the y@#&s«WGﬁKbh h)&C‘ALJQﬁE?'

BT

That's good. I often thought about writing a book. I
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| “ WAC-0,
was going to call mine W%ﬁdrby but you know there's
been Jackie-0, and couple of others. One of the
Australian girls came from one of those island up from
Brisbane, and one day she got aﬂiﬁ&;?irﬁrom home after
the war was over and she sai@,“WKﬁéGOﬁ,and I said,

i y
She saic;“gfy‘ family tells me we can

. : il
go back again to wherever the island waﬁ’ﬁ'very

-~ i
t %hat's the matter?

familiar island.

FARLEY: They lived on the island?

SPEER: Yes, They lived on the island, yes. Her father™s in
business there, -

FARLEY: - Up as far as Tahiti,% or not?

SPEER: No, not too far. <unekeer)Tneres owl licutenant,

FARLEY: : I remember that name, yes.

SPEER: (Unclear) Shat's the one in San M(ﬁ‘ueL,

FARLEY : Poor old Tom is gone. Tom Kahat?—~ “lodd.

SPEER: He's dead?

FARLEY: Yes,

SPEER: Oh, is he?

FARLEY: He died right after the reunion you have the pictures

of. That was his last reunion. The one you showed me,
Here's a bunch of Aussies. I think we can be very

(e
grateful to the people who prepared that SIS gecord.




SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

OO g

They did an outstanding job.
The only thing that was disappointing about it - and I
know why - bécause they said there was a paper shortage
at the time ~ was that they didn't put in the addresses
of the Australians,l/just of the Americans. And that
was too bad.
Yes.
My cousin got a field commission in the European
theafag_and he was sent over to the Pacific and he
looked me up, and this was our club. He's not in the
picture, but I remember that night very very well.
A lot of fond memories,

Ahes'fe ,
Yes, pleasant memories for me. And I loved the
Philippines. My nephew is married to a Filipino. He was
in ROTC at law school, and he was sent over to Clark.
He was always correcting me because I said Clark Field
and he said‘Clark Air Base. And then he writes, Angie
came in with two other girls, She was a library
scientist, and she said they were looking for somebody
at Clark - she was inquiring about it. My nephew had a
girl every place he ever went. There was always a girl
in ﬁgg;*s life. When the girls left, he turned to the

other fellow who was in his office and he said I don't
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FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

know about you, but I'm going to marry the talL one.
Is that'right? And it happeped that way?

Within six monthéﬁgg;géggg#é;f. He had girls -- he's a
darling person. He said to me one day, I got thinking
about different girls that I went with and I was
putting them in alphabeticai order and I couldn't think
of anybody beéinning with F.

He had that many, huh? Quite a rounder.

But not a wolf type. You know, he just liked girls,
and that was it. In fact, he was so naive about it.

He would say come on over to my house for the weekend -
my mother will put you up. Most girls thought this was
the real thing, ﬂ/meeting his parents. Ano( 4 wasny.
That's great. That's great. Sally, do you think I've
exhausted you with enough questions?

I'm perfectly willing to answer any questions that you
have, But as I say, I don't know what-;ga::giéif?

I really don't have any more. This is as good as I can
make., Since you weren't involved in the operational end
of it,Fe can't belabor that. Well, as I say, I'll
leave you alone and -- is there any classification at
all onh this,Sally? Should we make it confidential,

/

or.. 3
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SPEER:

FARLEY:

- SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:

FARLEY:

SPEER:
. FARLEY:
SPEER:

FARLEY:

I know that wé were screened. They cleared us in some

way, but I don't know what the process was. How they

did it.

Well, let's make it CONFIDENTIAL. Xeep it on the

record. So somebody can't come in off the street and

ask to hear it,

Oh. |

Control it, I'll send you the form letting you decide

accessibility - what people can hear it. Legitimate

researchers....

Oh I don't care Bob, anybody can hear it from my point
<houtd

of view. You're the one who has to decide who sam hear

it and who should not.

Wéll, I'll send yeB the form anyway. I can't think of

anything else, bufyhope to see you at the reunion.

I hope. See the treatment that I go in for tomorrow ..,

Shall I turn it off? Let's turn it off. Again, Sally,

‘thanks so much. It's so nice to see you again.,

You're welcome.
You think I don't, but I remember you.
You do, really?

I sure do. So I'll turn it off, and thanks much for

your time.
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