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Oral History Interview 

USA-OH-05-83 

CAPT Duane L. Whitlock 

11 February 1983 

Dan v i 1 1 e , CA 

By· Robert D. Farley 

Today is 11 February 1983. Our interviewee, 

Captain Duane L. 1Jh1tlock, United St~tes Navy, retired. 

Captain Whitlock served as an enlisted intercept operator 

and analyst and was later commissioned as an ensign. 

Captain Whitlock se .rv·e~>w1th the .U.S. : Navy station,eh . (',;is~ 
• ' I .· . • • ,. ' 

o~ Corregidor, also .with the Navy unit on Gua~. He 

wa~ evacuated.by sub~arine .fr6m Corrc~idor to A~stralia 
. ·• . . . . . ·l=- R · ti 

"1·ii March,·of 1942 where he Joined the fleet · radio unit, . 
' " .=... ~. ' -+ 

•'••I ' :-- ' • -

Mefbourhe. He spent'the remainder of Wot·ld.War l·I .. ~ ' ... · ·.. . 
' in /\ustral1a. Captain Whitlock .in later years served as 

· NFOIO·at.NSA. ·T~e·.n)terview 1s takrng place in Captain 
':' I 

Hhnlock'.s. 5tudy in Danv1.·1.re, Cal1forn1a. Interviewer, 

Bob Farley.· 'taptarn Whitlock desires that these four 

tc:spec; be clac;s1f1ed Seuet, Handle via COMlllT Channels 

Only. 
(' t. \\ 

{ou d§n'- '~R talk about pnmar1 ly )'Our career as it relates 
\JV -, 

to intelligence and anything about the station ~!s'v~ C"- .,i • 
p: 

what they did, the incell igence mission, the people. Sort 

of r·un through the people and the evacuation 1!< t D 

Melbourne and FP.UMEL and all that. But to start 1t off, 

l\pproved for Release by .Ju~t r·ec.j l I your teenage days before you went into the 
\JSA on 06-11-2009, ~ 

=01A Case# 54485 :r. f t,tf-r , r " (.~ 
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service or Just bring rne up to date from where you 

11ved and why yo~ wanted to get into the service. 

Just start it off like that 1f you would, sir. 

\~ell, I gr~w up during the ~press10n and I graduated 

.from high ·sc'hool Just about the height{)lof the Depre~si~n. 
. -th# I.."" if . 

And i '~ had two brothers. ·~;t had been rn the r~avy. ·One of 
I ' -y!..1 tf,i'__. 0 

the~ wa~ 14 y~~rs older than I am. One of ~is seven· ·. 

years older. And on · t~e ba~is though, the horror stories. 
. . ·. . . be~~ . 

that theyused: to tell abQut Navy.life, I had/lgrowing up . 
.. r: ' .. · . . . 

and never gnlen any thought to'joinrng the military.at all. 
·. . ; . . . .· . . . . . . . . . . .'" 

' I ' - : ; • .' ', • • • 

. But wh~n.1 g?t out of ~igh school, ther~ was. absolutely · 
. -

-.". .. '· · .. noth~ ng to. do. On.e···~f ·my .teacher~". had of.f ered to senci · · · 
,. I • ·. • ' 

me.down to i"ive w·1th·h~r mo~he~~. who _ lived in _a __ ._little 
. . '. l .. 

college town and go to college the·r~, -. but al-1 - ~ ~.ad was 

overalls· and they had holes 'in theni, or patche~· in them,, · 

and I didn't see how I could swing that: So I thanked 

her kindly. I 1d started out in high school to take a 

normal course a1med at teach1ng. The last year I was 

1n hlgh school, my teacher did me a great favor. She 

arranged for me to tour all the schools in the county 
c s s 

with the lounty 'uperintendent of ~chools. So I went out 

and travel1ng with th1s gentleman.I had run lnto little 

old ladies that had been teaching school for thirty-odd 

years and they \o1ere coming to me asking me what I thought 
dru..t:I?.. 

abotJt s~ne of the problems they had and it st-ri-ke9~ me a 

bit strange, but It d1dn 1t take long for me to figure 

out that the reason for it was the company that I was keeping 
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at the moment. But I returned from that tour completely 

• 
dlsfllus1oned because I'd dec1ded that if 1 ever hoped ....__,, 
to get married and raise a family. I certainly couldn't 

support them on what they were paying those teachers 

because the minimum wage was i35 a month and there 

wasn't a s1ngle teacher 1n the county that was drawing 
. . 'IJ,e.·c 

any more than the minimum wage. }.'*l.AJ>ey were farmed out 

to.liv~ around the comrn'unity wherever anyone would ·· 

take them in and I decided that 1 didn't want any of that 
, I 

nonsense. So when I .got out of school I didn't quite know 
\ -·. ·.'t 

··:. w~at)~.d~ .. ~ith.'!11se~_f. '.. \\,,k .. t;r' 

Farley. . · .' .Did ·yo·u ~ave:.~:·regul~r~~·~1 "< · schoo~ course" busrness 

.~. - .:> .~ c9urs;:Jt.~9'~1).)~.eL~tVwas. just a· ge~era 1 cours~ · we-s==Tt ;· 
.• •' ' • " • , ":' • "': •: ":- ' I "! .. • • • • 

Whlt lock: •· · Wel 1 • . they :had a :9ene.ra i course',. bu.t they had .a business 
"\ • • I ' , •' • ,· ' • I I • ·• , ~ .' 

. ,~. . . 

:· course·: also. which d_idn't'int~r-e·st· me . . 1 had thought perhaps 
•''·· 

it might· and I 'd s 1 gned on for a corre.spondence course 
. _, .. 

out~( th~ La Salle Un1ver~1ty. or at La Salle 1n Chicago. 
r , 

Which was_· sort of a~'\r.4t<t>l.\1· nnstake. You know, 

.1 got all the books and so forth and decided 1 didn't have 

any use for it at all. And I had a hard time gett1ng them to 
Corof··~,i 

take it off my hdnds without holding me to the CQn.t~~~y. 

,,~1\... "'~"" .. 
But at any rate, 1 milled around. I worked for 5ct atit4J1P~ 

in a serv1ce station, part time. Then I started dr1v1ng a 

truck for my brother- rn-1 aw who lt"" between he and the 
/ 

f-.nance companJ owned three trucks. The finance company 

owned most of it. Rut at any rate, he was engaged 1n the 

haul1ng p1l1ng for the locks and dam on the M1ss1ss1pp1 

P.1ver,.~·d. I 111as an of seventeen years old~ at the time 

~f ,., v<:<:e 
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Whitlock. 

started driving one of these trucks. And J shared 

th1s chore w1th another nephew, or w1th a nephew of h1s 

who was a year younger than I am. But we would go out 

and manhandle logs that averaged a ton apiece. 

My gosh. 

And they run from 36 to.52 feet long. And we wer~ putt1ng 

12 to 14 of them on a ton and a half truck. Of course, 

w~ had the trailer r1g. -1 d1d that for three months~ 

Darned near _k1lled ~yself---~·t.1me:.or-two at it.-.M~ 
I worked ~t that enterpris~,foi about three ~onths. The 

' " ~ I ~ .. • '• ', ' . 

pay for th~t·l1ttl~.t.our_ ~asAfive·d_ol_lar. b_1ll~· l g~t .a fi·ve. 

~ollar·bill for i:.~~ee".mo~th~'.-.-~f.dri~i-ruj' a tr'uc_k.- .Of.cour,se, > - • ,L-~ t 
·it.was .1r1· the .family-~. _So at, any ~at~, w~ ~"iht?_- a_.r~1~t' 
spell and ~e 'were up- in 

1

Wisconsi~ a~~: the-se 109s' ~ere .' . ' 

all oak or--hardwood. And we'd go··around and pick them_ 

up rn -different places where the fanners wou1d .. cut "fv~ .H\e,n: 
We had so gawdawful places to get 1nto somet1mes 1n those hills 

up there to get the logs OLlt. And it had been ra1n1ng 

and started ra1n1ng and ra1ned for about three or four days, 

l gLless. The ground was so soggy that we couldn't get 

out, get a load on. Some old fellow that run a feed store 

1n Prair1e du Sac, Wisconsin, took pity on us and let us sleep 

rn his hayloft, and we were getting doC)qone hung1·y. And~ 

there's no chance to getting out to get a load of lo~s on. 

We didn't dare to use the gasoline to drive the trucks 

back to down to Iowa. So we left the truck parked there and 

two of LlS hitchhiked hoo1e. It was a hundred and fifty miles, 



. 

DOCID: 4129566 

.. ... 

5 

something l1ke that. And 1 walked all but 24 m1les of 1t. 

At any rate, I got horrie and by the t 11ne .rt:i.~/tet,~(i ... ~~ the 

swell1ng in my feet had gone down to where I could get 

my shoes on again. I'd had some second thoughts about 

ever going back up there again, but I was· going to 90 back 
. . 

up and get the truck. So I hitchhiked into Dubuque. I was 

_going to try to ca.tch one of the ·logging trucks out of 

Dubuque:·to go ·bac~ up there. ¥n'd~:,1 ·was ~alkrng down :Main . · _.~· 
'· . . • . . \l " ~ . ,. f .:("Loo' A ~· 

. st.r~e.t,. 1'n . ~ubuque~ . here's a .si~~! .. ~?vy_·tecru~ter··,4~<?ing 

, to ·be ·ir/Dubuque ·the . .following ·day.·. so 1 · turri~d .right .. ; · · 
• ,• • • \ ,,,.·· 4 • • I ' • ~ o • 

. :~r~~n·d .· and .. went ,"~qme>gor cle~·ned up, 'got my best 
,• . ... . ,. . . .. . ' . 

' • c lo thes_on ;· an'd . hi tchh.1 ked back ·to Dubuque, aga_i n .. . .- Went ·; n 
r I:.•,,'..., - ' •" '• ' • ' ~ ' • I ' • • 1' • • 

. . < to see the .. recru1ter the·next 'day. Well, I . was fortunate . I ' 

~. p ... • • • ' ... ' ' ' '.. ' • I • ~- .... . o ' : I • ' "' ~ -- • • • I ... : ' .: ~ • I :- • 

.: bJcause· at tttat ·.t i~e e~eryb~d~_.was ~~. The. Na~y. '.·C:o~l d really._· be • 

,. 

Farley. 

Wh1tlock: 

. .. . • '\ 1 I' . . ' - .. . .. 
L.JQ. . J . . . . . • . ' _-. . : . ·. • ' ' 

,_ . · · ·_:'.~ ~·a11-~~e ~!!!:·ary_,' coul~ r.ea.1 ly ~~- ~hoosy .a.~ that .. 

point in time. ~you some_ idea how choosy H was ·. There ·. .. . 
. · f\ e, 6 rd~ r: ~ f 1' · 1. O {) o f u. S '· S J · j 

was a~out 200 of us. ','=-.c) ...,_.....Q.t:<L~~Oi.·~·\u&\.oo · . 0 w ·"' 

~~~ up in Des.Mornes. And out of the 200, there was 13 

of us that went. 

My gosh. They \-Jere select1ve then. 

They were really selective. We were screened even before 

we went to De4Mornes. We'd gone through the sub~tations 
and most of the people were left in Def1oines. But at 

-
any rate, as I say, there were 13 of us taken. We left 

J.. 'i\~ 
for Ai~ ... I _went through training rn San Diego. we left for 

San 01ego on Friday the 13th. Got to San Diego and had 

to take ~treet car n~mber 13 out to the tra1n1ng station. 

And when got to the trarnrng station, I got put rn Co1ripany 

3513 . 

---·- . - . -· 
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Whitlock: 

. Farley: ·· 
... 

Wh1 t.l ock: 

-.Farley·: .. :~~ 

That•s been your lutky number ever s1nce. 

Wel 1. Af.J:.e~_f.l~~,,~5'i!:,'t.ra~Jl~~ ... "1lappi.J~..:....­

Wh1 le· I w~~ g~i~~ t~rough basic 'trarnrng I appl 1ed. li 
~h~re .d1f th.ey send you to? Great Lakes? 

No. To San~D1ego. 

Oh, ·ok'ay. 

.Wh1 t lpck: · ':. , Grea't ·.Lakes was not open at that tune. 
'L ::• .• 

. Farl.e~:...- · .. -~ .. J · see.· 

·, 
' ... ~ 

,• 

Now_g1ve:me the year, would you? 

-Whitlock:~. · ·_. This is 1935. 
" .. : 

· ·_ .. · .. Farley(··~ .. '·36, right sir . 
. ' ' .. -· lJ~;le. 

··'."Whitloc~: .. · . ·so d-,f:t;e1 t: ;~lb-l-let\ I was gorng through bas1c traimng, towards the 

tail end of 1t, I applied for one of the schools that the 
.. l. ""1\1 -i:. ~ H t\,i e V 

. ' 

._ Navy operated. 8-r~ next alder than 1 _was was a 

. rad10man. r1y oldest brother went to ~~~~-lJA.elrt_ Se .a_ o" i:l. 

)~(a_\ ... 

· .. ·,, 

.. 
.·L .. 
·• 
~ 

·. .-_. 

I .. I• 

. . ' .. -

.· '· 

·• ~.arte.y: 

Whit iock: 

.·. ·- ' . . 

,· 'f'. 

and he used to l and complain about having.to 
~oJ'f staV\e. · 
.h~9ll~ the decks to get the c9al dust·down. So I 

decided that lf I had to do anyth1ng, I'd best be a 

r~d1oman. 1f 1 had to get calluses anyplace, 1t's 

better not to get them on my hands. (la~gh) 

Cleaner Job, too. 

·So appl1ed for rad10 school and was sent 1n due course 

to commu111cat10ns clerical .school which lS there at 

San Diego; too. res1sted efforts of one of the 

rnstructors there, who \-1as a s1gnalnian. He thought 

,.'was a damn good signalman and he did his best to get 

·me .~o ~'a.~\1-.P be a s~gnalman. There wasn't enough future 
-

to that as far as 1 could see. 

·' . 
··i 
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Farley: How many words d1d you have to send and receive? 

Whlt lock: I believe lt was 15. And tnereby hangs a tale, too. 

..... 

.;· 

Because .t.he first few weeks in the 5chool,._yo&-we.re-g-wefl......-:­

it wa5 ~· <:onmun1c_ation5 clerical school, so the first 

f~~-weeksJyou were given general cour5es. Well, a little 

b.it of ~everythmg. And then at the end of that time, 

came._'.th~ de.cision pornt of which you either had to branch 
.. ".t. ,' . ~ 
into ~ommunications or lnto clerical. And then if you 

· wer{t. .. iri.to ·co111T1unicat10ns the o·penrngs·were for radioman, 

for: s1gn~lman and for quartermaster. Of course, if you . . . 

Well ylr l:ki~" the one ; . we~t.,i~tp.f' lerfcal, .it was yeoman. 
· ·. ' (,.' il \" r E " 

.··· ... ~ ~·: i·"~9lte4', to get rnto was radio and l wanted it pretty bad. 
' - -: . .· . 
· ... : :,·so .. .-they::give us a sendrng and receivm<J test to 

I : ,· . • 

weed,out the ones who d1dn't seem to have an aptitude .. 
·: .... · · . a IJ V' ..'...1ht • . 
· . We l r, I cou 1 d rece 1 ve a-+ngJU... But when I 5a t down to take . 

'th~ send1rig test, the chief who was giving the test is sitting 

right across the table ln front of me, see' Well, I 

froze on the key. I couldn't spel I my own name. 1rA...i''¢f,ftt~t A'f\~ 
. "W~A.t"s /\i. 

SO.\~ .. "~'1 what'.s the matter with you?" And I sa1d, "I don't 
J .. 

~now." .1 says, "I guess that you're g1ving rne cause for a 

_little ·stage fr1ght or sornethrng." He said, "Oh, take a 

blow. Have a cup of coffee." Well, he give a second 

chance and ·1 was ihe only one that got that second chance. 

And I got through it the second time. But l got doggone 

close to never being a radioman. So one of the other 

fellows that gradu~ted at the same time as I did, a 

fellow by the name of Alexander, he and I wound up go1ng 

tfli'G'20 
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Far1ey: 

l~hlt 1ock: 

to the good ship Richmond, a 1ight cruiser. We'd both 

indicated that we wanted to go to battleships. So 

they sent us to the l~ght cruiser. Most of the people put ' 

1 o-+- 5 .a " t : io . 
1n for destroyers or light cruisers, battleships. They paid 

no attention at what your desires were. But at any rate, 

Alexander and J went to the Richmond.~~~d~~\A/"" 
Do you reme~ber what types of equipment were aboard, what 

radios? 

The receivers were R-1-B-R-l-A r.ece1vers that we had . . l~h1ch 

were really, for that period, were modern receivers. They had 

gotten rid of ~he,A"''what were they? ..,,._.The RX, 1 believe 

was one of them that preceded these. But these receivers 

were big massive things, probab1y three by at least three, yeah. 

About three feet wide, two feet high, and about two feet 

deep. They were enormous things and they were shock-proof EJ. 
· to take the vibrations from gunfire. 

Farley: Yes. 

Whitlock: 

, . 

Farley: 

They're very rugged things. They were serviceable 

receivers, nothing very great about them. We used them 

later when I got 1nto the cryptologic business. We used 

them later for the diversity receivers. The R-A-B.~1\1 don't 

remember whether we used R-A-As or not. That was the ~·Q\jl\.. 

t'rec{.tvoP:vtn~ lower frequency receiver. 1 don't believe 

that we had any R-A-A receivers on the diversity. We 

used the diversity equipment on long haul co111JT1erc1al RCA 

c1rcuits .. ~\f.And T,'m getting ahead of my story. 
~II · ·'/ou.1-
~r1g~t, go ahead. tot![~tJob was to handle the U.S. 

commun1cat1ons between flag ship and the vessels as well as 

·, 
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Whitlock: 

. ' 

,.· 

... 
.: .... .. · .. · 

~ .. ; 

•' .. 

.. 
•. 

·, ' 

·· ... ' 

.. 

. . .;,. . 

\. 

.. 
~~ .. 

... ,• ,;, 

',. • L- .· .' 

y_ 
":· .~· .. _·: . ·r a rl ey :· 

''.t I 

~-... :·t ... • 
~-.:.. ~·Whitlock: 

fl I • ' ~ 

•.;.. • .... -, .. : • : 'I 

~'":" ~ ':.'' " ..... 

par~ and shore, l f need be? · 

No, l t was ship to sh1p, sh1p to .shore. µ_..{,1,' 

One of the most d1fficul~ Jobs for a rad1om~n going to 

sea at that tlme was.handl1ng maneuvers. Because at 

that .time they had no vo1ce com1nunicat10ns in maneuvering 

· at all. It wen.t through the rad10man and he had to be 

· .. ·on the bridge, so your best rad1oman or the radioman ... 
. J .... ~- '"''\ 

. . they put up on the bridge " ma neuveri:.. They was no 

radar. And we had shipboard or of a fashion that 

could keep you off the rocks, but little else. r mean, 1t 

was seldom manned, except that when we were getting 1n. 

close to the beach someplace and needed t.o know .. wh~re-were 

in fog or something 11k~ that. I had never .really gotten 

good enough to man the bridge rad10~· l·~ean, it fook 

a real cool character totrha·t~~beeee;. a:HlilHi. ;e:::•MF=I' 
~.Q \\ LJ~ . 
. .w~ we were a flag ship,~ wh~you get several sh1ps. 

maneuvering out there on the orders of ybur ship, 1f 
· · 'ii" o '{oli. - -

. you don• t get that out_ rlght ~n(l~~the 

radioman1\.could cause these sh1ps 
h 1 m. s~ If ' \ -

04t the r·ad 10man hi~, not the 

to stack up on them. r I ~ 
- - '(e.';frl"Sil)• "1 

off1cers, not the ... 
a,,, 

· and lA:~~ . ..-P&eUM11l'ncel.\_at that t 1me it \'las pretfy 
(\ 

' .. 

respons1ble Job. . . f ~i'>.'"-'. 

That 1 s right. Did you send traffic rn the p~~ or 

was it enc1phered? 

There was very_l1ttle enc1phered traff1c at that t1me. 

Most all the traff1c was in the clear. ·They did have a 

service cipher. But th1s was _used primarily for tra1n1ng. 

'Sfc.fll ·r 

.. 
•I 
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Farley. 

Whitlock: 

·. 

'·. 

• 'i•· 

. 
i •,.- •• · 

r: ' - .. 
; 't" - , I 

Okay. 

And r.hen occ·asionally, they'd send ~.u5rii"~~cipher. 
It alwaystiA,;/t am_azed me 1rihen 1 first encountered this. 

We had a radii:J°officer that'd p1ck up one of these 

· s~rvice ciphers, you know. And he'd 
, . • . 1,,•l1t~ \l.. It 

read the thing off 

without even bothering tofft..(laugh) It seemed to me it was a 

. bit of a· mystery. How ln the world he could do this. 

·1 don't know whether he'd had any crypt experience or not, 

··'but.he certainly was pretty good at it. 
' ._ . • r 

··. _ Farley:' . ·.:. · -l. suppose 't1hen you use it long enough it becomes 
I " ~ ' • ' I • ' ... I I ' 

.·<. · · '· ; .. ·-·. _;: ;_~;~~:~· . ,: · prettyfam1liar to you~ 
: .... .. 

; -':<· ·wtiitfock: . Yeah, .well it doesn't change. you know. That was all there 
•! \ r ' - • •' · ~ ' - • ' 

·. _; .. 

'· . 
I : - · 

. . 
', r ' ,; • .. . 

·: ' ..- . .... 
• ' ~ I , I -.-: .. ·, ·. ... ' . 

l ' I • ... . ., ~ . . :'r- ' '" 

.· . •' 

.• , I 

Is. J.: : : ... , .. 
: :. .. ~ ;~ .· 

:lo._ . ..,. ,· 

·.'.~ :.t~~ ·. 
: ·:·:t _·.·, --
·- ":;. .... • 

was to it. And we did have ,t~J don't remember what it is .• 
1J11..t ) · . . . wls.J: . 

. ~ had a machine. ~I don't remember what .it0h th_ink 

1t was probably an ECM. We kept it rn the message center. 

It was locked in a metal container. And whenever th~y 

got a message that had to be decrypted they Just cleared' 
c. Cr"'tl t tf. V" 

everybody out of the n1essagehand opened up the machine 

and decrypted the thing. Ml That was about the extent 

of my knowledge of the systems that were used, and tt was. 

.... 

., 
I 

l 
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,·, Farley: 

Whitlock:· .. 

We weren't always happy on the ship. It was pretty 
(.i.' I'~ 

rugged. We were the only d1vis10n on the st11p that WEff!E' 

stand1ng eight-hour watches. And you would get up and 

go on the mid watch at 11:30, take your mld watch, work 

'til eight o'c1ock in the morning, then there was no 

place to sleep be~ause all they ha~ .. on the ship was cots 

·and harrmocks and these all had· to go up rn the morning at 
· ·re \l((.i ti~ • . . 

1"evt;1~·. They were all stored away so.you got up at 11:39 

at night an_d you were up until taps the next, night and 

. .that• s pretty doggone rough. Of cO.u_.rse ," we would .. hi de 
~ . . .. 

out wherever we could. Sooner or l~t~r s~me bos 1 n 1 s.mate 
.· 

would come along and gi~e you .a b~o.t~ "Come· on, sailor, 
-

you can't· sleep there, 11 sort of 'thi~g. Some of us 

crawled· rn and.slept in the battery locket.· The· batteries o"1.. 

_·. Jtkhartje, a.nd·. you come out of there with your head like 

this. ·There was a "Y"<"''•"A , it was one of the masts 

going going right up through the rad10 room and back 

and in the mast there was a little hole cut out of the 
~_pace 

bulkhead and there was th 1 s UJ~ up rn there that we used 

between the deck above and the con•partment below there was · 
~fe ~ -to -thHt' a ~J 11.. \o.tll f 

a space, oh, it m1Jst have been aboutAJ;Q,~1-~ feet high, . 

and we used that area to store message blanks in. And there 

was usually room enough up 1n there for one guy to 

sleep iM' depending upon who could get in there first after 

watch. ~ ~~ "'\f~\YV~\ .. 
~ 

My gosh.;./r1m1t1ve life. 

_It was· rough. It was rllgged. 

~f::c(l£f 
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Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

. .:. 

' . 

. :J 

"• 
:-~ · : . 

,,f.. ' .. 
.: .. , ~ .; __ __.__ . - - .. ~ .... . 

You were happy to 9et off that sh1p then. 

Yeah. As l say, Alexander and 1 were both trying + <" j i:.: f 6 .( f 

lt. We both wanted to get lnto aviation. So at 

the time they were just building the Yorktown. The 

Yorktown was just berng completed on the east coasL ·.So 

we both applied for new construction. We flipped a coin
1 

the idea being that if only one radioman was ordered 

from the ship, the winner would be the one to go. : 1· .. 

won 1t. So time rocked along. We d1dn 1 t hear anything 
.· ... 

more about this new a1rcraft carrier. And all of a.~udd~n . . .·· . . ; .. 

I come down with a terrible ca.se of __ .rnfe'cted tonsils_ 'and· 
' ·. 

they sent me to the hospital. Arid while· I· was ·iri th~ 

hospital, orders come· .rn to transfer' one. radioman 
. . . . 

to the yss Yorktown. · _Well, I ·come ba~k- ,f'~the . ship 
' 

pretty disgruntled because Alexander had gone. And - -:r .. . 

. ' 

. t'1me_ .-rocked ~- long., ~guesss 1 t was f1ve or six months 

later .. We'were due for overhaul. And we come rnto r'V\a..r-~ ·j--~i~~J 
~~Y· ~tdi'Navy yard. And at that time we were 

·supposed ~~ .take .out · a~-1 of our receivers rn .t~d'lt-1'0 ""ltc r.&..J1d 

shack and send them over to the 1 aboratory. There was 
. A; . we.·o '\O I~,~ ~e_ 

mod1f1cat1ons that ~a~"X~1~0Adone on the receivers. 

So we took out ·all the rece1vers, sent them over to the 

l~b 1n the ship yard. We started gett1ng our traffic
1 

Th~ 't\ -FVi('. S° "'I f ' 
from the message ce~te1· 1~ .the yard rather~."v."'-We 

just secured everything. We started str1pp1ng out old 
1Je. i_ )JA. ')e 

cables . .!>EmJ..s~it was an old sh1p at the t1me. lt was 

a good ship, but lt was an old one. And for years, they 
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had taken to clipping Ccibles that were no longer needed. 

They Just 
. 1he~&P ~-c vu¥'! Y'' "'C\. 

clipped them and leave them there. through the 

ship. 
. .Jt'l 1ve.y ~~'"' I · 

So part of the _,rke')\:d~tAwas to strip old cable~ · 

out of . the ship. So we had to take all the panel1ng · 

off the. radio room "!all.S to get at,.illlh..smre of the cabling in. there. 

Th1.s iablrngrun down through theif~~~~s a tr1pod 

mass~. and ttie ca bl in~{ went out· and down through the 

tripod· mass, down through~:t~e bo.1 ler · room~ the engin~ .rooms. : 

··. ,l\n~)Ml\ · ~t was . hot~ ·_You get down th.~re : b.e.low .. de.cks··_s~~~ppfng .· 
' . : . . ... . '· . . ' . ·. - - ~ . : ' ·· • - ... . .. - ' ~ . . -... 

Farley: 

Wh1 tlock: 

Farley: . 
. . . ' 

Whitlock:. · . · 

. . . -.. 

. th~se ·cable wire ... y fo.~g~t how m.uc,~. cable we· took out .',, 

. . .. ~ - . . .... 
't ' . . 

Mlles· and miles. J bet~,·. 
I ... ,; • '_ . , .. I I ., 

. , t .was i·n to~s; ·. · 

My gos~. ·: , 
.. . 

·- .. · . 
• t .. ~ .. . . ,. . . .. 

. . .. . . 

... ;·,,,· · .. ... 

. ·. 
.... · .. , · .. 

~ . t 
~ . 

; . . 
1111 .' .... - · .; • . .. .. . . . . 

I. •.• • .,,, . 
~ .. ._ . .. , 

·. . . . . ,. ~ . •.. 
. JC~as in to~s ~ ·And ·1 · didn't exactly. ~~ttc)n to th is ... · 
job~ . Real ,l·y·. ~~ ''11~~:\..t"~~n~o·n o~~ day and l. was 

, s i tt rng on the deck. Oh! I left out 'the best pa rt of the 

'·• 

:· 

'story.· Several months before ·this happened, the messenger 
f /e c. 

come up to .. the radio shack and says, ''Whitlock. the .ex.er wants 
I : o 

.to see.you. 11 Well, I thought, my God, what have I done 7 

So; g~~, rnto·s~me .~lea~ tfb1~~~0u11l..ct>:. Clean whites and 
- . , 

I-went dqwn to off1cers country and usually you d1dn't go 
:· . .. . 

down there· 4nless you ~ere down there in the line of duty. 
-\'\b. \\al.ilc6 > ·h~\oeA · . · 

This is ~~~ruM..\/VA.\)/\:~&,terri tory So I had 

gone there and presented myself at the door and knocked 1\1\. 

') tke . ttel
1
s 

oA1vW~~state room door. And he says, ''Enter." 

Well, J OP.ened the door and stepped 1n and here he 1s 

in his undersh1rt, leaning over his washbowl, scrubbing ~p6 
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. ' 

.... . .. 
. :. ~,:. 
·' . 
' ·'I ' . .-

.t/'k 1 u I h k ~o.u npw. t ought, this 1s ind of unusual. He 

turned and looked at me. He says, "Oh Wh1tlock." Says, 

"Have a chair." Ttns is certainly strange. And I didn 1 t 
~H 

know what was coming • . So~~ says,: 11 Have a seat:". . He' . 

. says, "J 1 ll be with you in Just a. minu~e.: 11 
• • And.he cleaned 

. . 
· up and put his Jacket on, button~d it up and then he· 

. . . s-a-t . . . ' . . 
· ·come ar.oun~ · and s:i1i down.a.t his desk and he says, "Well.~ 

/'1!.YJt...IWould yo.u_ be interested in some, a ~ ittle. sort· · 

of/ exotic duty?" I said, "Well, that depends." He 

said, "Well, first of all. Are you married?" said. "No." 

He said, ''Are you planning to get married.'' said, "No." 
. ··~\' 

And he said, ,¥1right." He says, "I can't tell you much about . this. 11 

He said, ~But there's an open1ng for a few men, radiomen, 
S«tS") 

and involving.overs.eas duty.'· He . ~, "It will be quite a 

·· lot of overseas· duty and lt's sort of a thankless Job." 

He says, "You'll be us1ng a d1fferent kirid of typewriter . . I can't tell 

you much about 1~, except that it's an important JOb and 

lf ·yqu fh1nk.you :m1ght .be interested .in it, we 1 re thinking about 

recorrmend mg you for i t. " I ·sa id ''We 11 · I tho1..1gh t 1 t 

over. and it soti11ds real myster1 ou~ '... /ft;; .. that 's so.• 
. " ' ~ ·''P.1\ 

_)1•11 b~ willrn·g to giv~ lt a try .. '.' .He said, .t/KlY-ight.'~ 

He says, •·we 1 11 .~1ibri~J~6\Jr~c:efnken<fe t:i.o~ .• submit a 

,.-eco11111endC.1t1on on you, b1Jt one of ~wo things. ~Vt •.s. 1''"1 
happen now. Either you'll get orders or you'll never hear another 

thing abo1..1t lt." And he says~ ''You're not to discuss 

this ·1nterv1ew w1th anybody on th1s sh1p." And I thought, 
r' ~lol·r W\ )..( lt'.(.-cl •'' 
119 l}dllack~. So I went back to the radio gang. went up to 

-

I . . 
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\· 

.. 

:- ; 

Farley: 

·Whit lock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock:. 

:Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley 

Whit lock: 

. ·,r '"'t 

· · · Farley: 
~·:; ; .. 
.. ~ ... -.~. ·.1: .. 

~\:~~~~.-~~-.. 
: I "', 

the rad10 shack and everybody l1t on me like a duck · 

on a June bug. 11 What did he· want? What did he want? 11 

Yeah. 
J < bf.s 

I said, 11 Aw some bad.._ caught up with me .... 

Didn't believe that. 

That did 1t. I mean, they were no mor~fl>-1,~fu:i~took 

care of that. Well, this had happened several months 

. , ... 

before th1s period in the yard. And to make the story 
0 

a little more interesting, the Executive dff1cer, my 
f 0 
executive cHf1cer, the one who rnterviewed me, was none 

other than Commander Zacharias. 

Good. Talk about him, if you would, Just as sort of a 

digress10n. 

Well. On the sh1p, he was well-l1ked by the crew.~~ 

~~He appeared to be eve1·ythrng you would expect a 

Naval officer to be. 

Was he by the book? 
. 

Pretty much, but~not offensively so. He believed in 

the book. But he also bel1eved 1n using a 11ttle Judgement to 

go wi~h 1t. But agai~bear 1n m1nd, th1s 1s an 1rnpress1on 

from a worm's eye v1ew. But l do know he was· well-liked 

aboard ship. Occas1onally he'd get a little snoot-full 

on board which he wasn't supposed to do. I've seen hlm come 
. ) b· / 51~1'2.t"C-01'\' ' . 

out of thet·~e'd usually do this before he was go1ng to 

h1t the beach . 

Get up hls courage. 
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Whit l qck:. 
. -. 

' . 
. · . .. -. . 

,· . 
•. 

-. 

·-. 

.. 

. . 
Yeah. ~ut l saw him step out of the door bf the ward · ·. 

. -·~:J~.·~.J, c~ w I,,,.. 4 .cl \rlj · ... 
room one day, and trip over.th~ \d'-l~~damn n.ear_ ~t..,l 

. (~a..r e.lt\.~·~ ~e J..·}"rl · .~ 
0 - \... • .,,.,&\ JieL.<t,iilj.n.f.t, make too straight a bee ·l me, 

15 iA. 1 . (I rl-

. bu~ this didn.•t ha'ppen very often, ~.A Just this one.occas.ion . . 

I' can•t: say much more about him than that. Of course, at 

that' .time; .1 had no idea what h1s background was at all. T 
6 0 

just presumed- he was t.he executive 6fflcer. He was an excellent· 

commanding officer on board the ship. I d1dn 1 t re'alize that 

he'd been into lntelllgence, knew a li~tle bit more about 

what was go1ng to do and where J was going to go than he let on 

.· · to me. 
< • 

· r Far l ey : · · 
~ ~ ~ , , . . 

I ~ ' ' 

1 {) r.{ 
What was the date of, your interview? _Do, r_emeinbe~? 

• ' I the_. 7 '\ 7 
I don't mean months, Just year. >trd~ · ·I 'I ~rr . 

. . I 

Whitlock: 19 ... rt' would have been early in 193'7~ 

I . Fa.rley: 1 37, good. 

. Wh 1 t l oc·k : Yeah. , .· ' 

• J ..· 
Farley· So that ~as your first acquaintance with Zachari~s-officially? 

. w~ ,_ t I ock : '. 
1afe.,-. -(wo · . 

I run into him a little bitt.~ ~other .times a .little ·.:· 

. . : ·Farley: 

later on, JUSt pass1ng, but J'Jl mention that d little later. 
At\ . 

- '.A41nght.s1r Good .. 
'"I ' • I 

.. 

. ; •. 

M~t~Wen. ·rol lowrng this interview, time had rocked on 
. ~ · . 

So l presumed as Zachar1A .had told , and 1. hadn't' got orders·. 
.. . .. -: 

. ,•, . .me that ~~~~I would, never hear any more about it· . 

... 
.. . 

I .~1dn't dare to go back and ask him what happened or 
J . /~. r wa.s jL<.si !'• t11"1 . " . ' . 

" . . anything• Je~\ttiQW.~ J .. 4.Ji..IJtl"'J.~ tight. So. we were ~n.der-
, etJi)lu11on . 

going this d~"l'trte?\ in. the flavy yard on Mare Island 

and during lunch hour I was sitting on the deck in the 
.. ' . ' 

"· 
I~ ~ o, I '• ~ ' 

. '. 



DOCID: 4129566 17 

radio l'oom, a little bit pertuf"bed at the r~avy and expressing My 

v1ews on the subject, swearing that, boy, you won't 
"v e ,. 

catch me ever sh1pp1_ng Guq in th1s chicken outfit, sort of 

thrng. About that t1me the phone rang and they asked for a 

messenger to go over to . the yard to pick up .. a mes.sa9e. So 
- +c "' e.. • Ji . . f 

the ~~ssenger had been sitting ·_·there listenrn~, b~ · e .. ··~ 0 
. . 

up.and left, we~t·over 1n _the y~rd: . and wrien he com~ b~tk 

I was s~iJl carrying on. 

·go·rng· t6.sh.jp ;ov~r: huh?" 
'' ~I ', · • 1. L • • 

And he said, ~You're not 
. ; 

.,. . .., ' ' ~ I .~ • 

I said, "No. way." . ·He said, ''Well, 
. . . . . . . ~ .' . . 

-! _: guess yo~_ won't b~ interested ·ir:i.th_is-message then.". :f .~aid;·_ 
" • .. . l· ' . • 11 /.J. J l -

I ' ' • • ' • • :;.. • • • - ' • i- I r Y 0 .J i t_c:f , • ' • " ' , " 

... . . "_What do_ ~ou me~~?·" .• -~~11J: ~Y.1de"he agrees tO extend · .. ":.. . · , .' . !' 

•' . . .•. . · hii s- en l i.5 tment', t;a~·s fer .. o."L. '··wntitl ock ~ radioman . thi r~ ~cl ass~ ·: . 
. ~ --· ~ ---_· ". '" · .. "~.<•;:,:- __ :·. -- ~ .. ~- ... :- t .. ... _.<· . ·- ·. .. '·,· ._ ... _., ·. · . . . . . . . 

·
1 to duty under. instru~tibns~.Wa5hincjtor:i,_ D.C.~' .. _ .. . · · - · · · ' 

, ,• .. · ~1._.·!. · .. · . .. ~.· - ~·· ~· · · ~ 11 ! i _. r ;. ·: . ~· .... · '· ... -• • • • 

Farley: '· 'i · -: ·. Huh. '. · .. - ,. · . ' ' · . .. . .. - ,.. . 

~hH lac.~= .... · -.·· · ~,~·~:6~~i!19 ·t~j·~·· ~v~rh~ul - ~~tla~U,the ch.ier .:;~·~;~m~'n ~~<~ ~ : · · 

.. · 

-t\... t ' w~ had. on ;he s ~; p ;lF& ~ m~4.6_,,~ ~~ s a l'.f :n>:J.41• ~ y :• : H~ . . ,· 

· spent most of ~1s time back 1n the transmitter room w1th 

the transm1tters. Weil, he had need for replacements _p'fi~h 

gang back there, and he'd been groom1ng me to have me 

.. 

overhaul a J;tJm'f)Je1/~1E\J.i,.i.,~~ci'\ml~erbotJYa motor generator. 

And it worked. And then he give me a modification kit 

for one of the RAB rece1vers, wh)ch was Just a minor 
a., 

mod1f1cat1on 1nvolving chang1ng a socket for different 
{ift yea.I•~\'\.. · · 

tube type, rew ·1rrng lt. But you had to;;e~~"t~· the _rece1ver. 

And he give me this Job. Well, it's a Job that~\l.li~-~-

probably wouldn't take a technic1an more than three hours, 

four hours, something like that at the most. But J got no 
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I -t • 
and ~lit\(~:' :o 

I" io l' e 

help. He JUSt give me the stuff 

went to \11ork .on it. . And 1t took me about three or 

four days. But we had a chief radio electr1cian by 
.. · the name of Farrl, who inc 1dent1 y had "'orked w 1th Lee Def~rest . . -. 

. ~,fi· !fie aRt1.·­

t-.'"0~1~ll:fe~l'b:."--~~M~t¥-'...,j~sh-~ 
W~: t'he/;n.sta 11 i ng the Al . S".·mf towers at r ington years 

LM:ti '('( d 'I-! ~ , <L ..., 0. 

ago. But at any rate, this w~ officer, Farri. used to 

come by, and he wouldn't say anything, he'd JUSt stand there 

.. 

I ~-L 

.· arid watch me, fau~o'Lt\ But I found out later that after he, ( I 
3 ~a IJ • f 1ht fi•t" ! ..,,.,,,n.rh,., C h It' ~ ,,.J S' ..t \,;;;\ 

watched me he went back and gotj~t-t -elf~~ - . 'Does 
. · .. · 

: . · . .. Farley: · 

•. · ~lh l t 1 QC k : 

.. 
·-.. .__.Farley: 

-·· 

Whitlock: 

I .1_' .. _ 

~~ ~f ... 

that kid know what he 1 ~ doing?" (laugh) And chief said, "Oh, 
( P"- -t ..:.·e. \I) 

let him go." Wel 1, I get through it and Fr ute-ll (<:l, · the · 
· . . . · e. f tb t! 

ch1ef, was obviously grooming me to take me ouct o~Ej. watch 
>-- ~6..1(,;e r 

sect ion and put me . on mat-er~ Job. I think · that· ~ou1d . 

have been coming up once we left the Navy yard. But at 
. ' 

any rate, when this message come in, everybody 1n the shacks 

.., <"'c t ~ 4 fill Io" ~ t'. J . 
_,w.E!::E&gathered around and lo~ at it and the chief~ tr . He . 
standing back.™;\ looked over the heads of a couple other's 

and said, "Did y.ou know about this?" sa1d, "Yeah." He 

didn't speak to me for the rest of time was on the ship. 

Oh r1y . gosh. 

He Just wiped me off the l 1st, boy. So J departed for 

Washington to undergo this mysteriou~ training which 

was pretty sure that I knew what 1t was . 

·You weren't adv1sed at all about what type of trarnin9 1t 

was until you got back to D.C.? 

Yeah. I wasn't off1c1ally advised. 

. ~ 
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farley 

Whitlock. 

Farley. 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whlt lock. 

Fa,-Ugo. : 

Wh1 t lock. 

f arl ey: 

Wh1tlock 

A I\ 
,Pljright. 

Of course. security was pretty good back in that .Jt1J. 
but even so we radiomen knew that someplace in the Navy 

there we1·e radiomen that were intercepting the Japanese t!.o J e , 

~- We knew this. And l was pretty sure that was where 

\ \r1a s headed as a result of this interview. 
J),J 

Wmrt-=dii you know that at one time, probably in this 

era or n1aybe a little earl 1er-, that the Navy had 

Yeah. 

Plying the Pacific? 

" " 

:re. a." 5 O'l'L 
Yeah. Jimmy J24e:¥!(;&'SQ~ was one of them. 

7 
So you were aware of that . ..c-lJ'~ 

riot at that time, no. No, I wasn't aware of it at that 

time~ ,Jo. 

Okay. JI 
No, it \'/as Just 'j/6;.sort of a mysterious oganization. We knew 

that there was such a thing existed. We didn't know where 

the .People were ~Wior anything else. We JUSt knew the 
e I • ~ le "c e · 
~of such a thing. Well, we got to Hashrnqton 

and I arrived at the ~avy yard with 50¢ 1n my pocket. Well, 

no. 1 arrived not at the Navy yard. arrived at the Union 

Station with 50¢ 1n my pocket. So l had never been to 

Washington before. had no idea what the layout was. 

So I got a taxi and told him. "l don't have much money. 11 

I said, "I want to go to the llavy yard." He said, "Well, 

that 1 11 be 50¢. 11 (la ugh) F me. ~=yegi:=tut Htt1e-:­

~· ... ..- {re ·t-~ ,, " 
<Jf<:U"\ ) \ VC (,,O 

/

0

(b)(1) 
. (b)(3)-50 USC 403 

(b)(3)-P.L. 86-36 
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Farley: 

Whitl oCk ~ 

So we went out to the Navy yard and I checked in -and the 
,, 

reaction was, What in the heck are you doing here? You 
// 

belong down to the Navy Department. says, "Oh great. How 

do I get ·down there?" He said, "Don't you have any money?" 

I said, "No. II - So 'they give me a street car token. 

dfia~- --r1£~ _ ~- o'"'-\.(.J - -'' ~{- WiL~ 
l J, 

Yeah. Down ' at the Navy Department. So I got down to 

the :Navy D~partment and I was, of course, in uniform. I had 

my sea -b~g with me: And so tfw-tf I get out and carry the 

sea bag over to into the main entrance of the Navy Department. 
- - -- ~e 

I was the only sailor tr1l:tih'4-~l~Vi&...only person> in the 
-

-. - whole plac~ in · uniform. 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley~ 

Whitlock: 

· ··' - Farl-ey: 

Whi_tlock: 

. ' ; . 

. ··,, -. 

; ::· 

, .. ' 
_; 

· . .... ~. 

. ( ~ 

"' 

·Th1 s was sti 11 the - 1 30s then. 

This was in 1 37. 

St111 1 37- then? 

)37. October I believe it was, October of 1 37. So I 

asked some questions. They had an information desk. ~{j-1 

Y1lY~~~~-\,·\,~'Wel l 
1
at the Navy yard they told me who to 

ask for. They told me to ask for a chief. I don't 

remember his name now, but he was the /)Jif>eni or ch1 ef in the 
c? s c 

I 
~eneral ?ervice 1ommunications. He was not in our business. 

Oh. 

I found this out later. But at any rate, I was to report 

to him. -So I went into the information desk and they 
Vie. (,!,)u..\.L 

-__ ~aJl_ed him and he said, ,tlhlj;U(.~pA con~down and get me.-

· so here I am with this sea bag,it.il:l s.e I did go down and he 

·took one look at me ·and says, "What are you doin~ here in uniform?" 

' • j ~ :; 

~ : \ ·. ,.,. ,, 
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Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

I said, "Well, I'm rn the Navy 11 (laugh) He said, "Well,~ 

J<t.'ea/i(r1we 1 re not permitted to wear uni forms here." He said 

that the Navy doesn't want it to be too obvious as to how 

many military people are assigned to the Washington area for 

political reasons. And so I chucked the sea bag off in the 

corner and he took me back and introduced me to a chief by 

the name of McGreggor. Well, McGreggor was the chief ~r\~~ \ol1's·t 
y/~~4.g~11' ~was teaching the class on the roof.· 

Okay, good. 

i?~one of the first gentlemen I saw was one of the fellows 

who come -into _the r_ad10. school, the cl ass:. He was coming 

in as I ~raduat~-d .. ~~; s. radio scho~~ _in: San, D1 ego,'~, ~ 
Pearly F,hi 11 i ps. S9 Pe~rly an-d I wound »up· going through 

the cl ass at th-~ same time. There had _been eight_ ·of us _ 

that were ordered in ta this cl ass: .J/t{lv•Sam Wi.nchester/, 
He- · -- . . 

~ was dropped from the c 1 ass" ~ was the Junior member~ 

He was dropped from the class. There was only room for 

eight operating positions in this little classroom. So 

he was dropped from the class to let a chief take the course. 

The chief's name was Woodward. '{7l"Uf Woodward apparently 

couldn't hack it. He was only there a short time and he 

disappeared and not too many months later/ he committed 

su1c1de. 

Oh boy. 

J/'doll\J<\J,J\JJ;v I mean there was more to 1 t. It wasn't 

because, I'm sure, there were other cons1derat1ons than the 

fact that he couldn't hack the class. But at any rate, there 
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Farley 

Whitlock. 

Farley 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

were only seven of us that went through the class at the 

time that I was there. 

Did your family or your neighbors ever say anything about 

whether a background investigation had been conducted on 

you? 

Oh yeah. Yeah. 

Before you were ordered to Washington? 

Oh no. Not before I was ordered to Washington. No. 

No, this come later. After I had left Washington, quite . 
-rhe4~ 's 

some time later. as a. matter. of fa_ct, ~<Jeuk~'i-'th~~t . 
a picture of the class I was in during the war. - · 

Okay, excuse me. Let me switch .. 

I 
TAPE 1 SIDE 2 . A J _. -

JUright sir. Oh yeah. Good looking kids. I ' 11 be darned. 

Out of the cl ass of seven ,1.1tJJYve,,~ there Is one J41J.f vfst./; rl'\. t 5 s 1 V\ l 
there. Oakins. His father had died at the time and 

Alf .11 \.i e , s -
left the class early, so~y~not in that picture. 

he'd 

But out 

of the rest of us, there was two of us that didn't get 

any leave after this was over. We were sent down to 

Norfolk to catch the USS Cassen, which is a brand new 

destroyer that was going out to Join the ~eet in Pearl Harbor. 

Charlie Walters and I were tabbed with the chore of riding this 

destroyer out because, they said, the destroyer didn't have 

enough radiomen on it. Well, Walt and I rode the Ferry 

down to Norfolk to catch the Cassen . .A~MJl~~'1'y)VJe had a 

little time to kill before we went aboard the Cassen, so I 
~-

had a chance to get over to go aboard the Yorktown, 

which had Just returned from her shakedown cruise to 

South America. I went over to look up my old pal, Alexander. 

< rotf>t '* ; ~ ,. 't;C(<? 
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So I found him and chatted with him for a while. And 
,~-to 

he said he was right on the verge of getting P1'tt/2 one 

of the squadrons, he thought, that he'd been attached to the 

ship's crew, but he thought he was going to make it and get 

into one of the squadrons. 

This is a radio squadron, mobile? 

No.'. No, one of the fighter squadrons ;.a? a radio o·ffi.cer.· 
tl\~('<'3{-f )Y' -a_, 

on one of the;t;-¢tf'. torpedo squadron. I don't know. I 

don't remember what it was. Bu_t he'.d .be a radforiian, an 

aviation ra~ioma~. was what he was ·aiming at being, see? 
. . -

Well, I would have.envied_him a_little bit,:.e0cept I 
. .. . ~ ~ 

figured that.my .job:was going to a'_damn sight more <n't'erestrng. 

But I.didn't-, of..course~- didn't tell him.what I was into . 

. I told him I was-headi~g for Pearl Harbo;~on this ~.rlt.Jv !e;t:,~~"'" 
- . ~ . . 

. " 

_and that· was it. 

Do -you_ want to taH ·~bout you+rainrng at a 11 in Washington? 

~--
A 11 'f 11kt · 

Oh well, alr~§flt. 

Please. 

Sure. 

How detailed was it? And did they brief you? Did you 

they tell you what ~~11\_1 ... 1~.:1..WliaflL, your Job was finally 

gorng to be? 

Well, the JOb, of course, was intercept through Japanese Naval 

cornmunicat10ns. And to prepare us for this, they started 

teaching us the Japanese code, but we had to start 

copying it with a penc11. We had to learn to write Kana. 
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Before we were permitted to use the typewriters. So 
G I e (\ n' k.- A. 

we l}l~e-0(..the Japanese code which involved almost as many 

additional characters as what is in the English alphabet. 

And that was a little chore in itself. And it took a few 

weeks to get to the point to where you could remember all 

the characters properly and equate them with the code groups. 
s!v..d '-f, 

Of course, toil_ c'~u,l\Prt!t{t"-, there was no outside ··1:-j'\. there 

was no homework on it. You couldn't practice at home or 

anything like this. You did all your work there. 

Did they use tapes? 

J{ti~)~i!d.l);\Yes, they used tapes and they could slow it down and 

as your proficiency increased they would increase it. 

At the time, well this is sort of beside the point, but 

at the time, the place where we were undergoing training was 
~ , 

also used for COMSEC purpose~- They had the communications 

security watch going on while we were undergoing training 

in the same room. Of course, all the COMSEC people were 

a 1 ready c 1 eared. But it was a monitor mg v'\:..~~;{ng..-./ . 

_ -P e~r s" A 
watch. At the time it was being conducted by Jimmy lb-e~~Q~ ' 

and I don't remember who else, ~ Red Mason, I believe. 

There's two or three of them there that was standing 

monitoring watches . 

As lieutenants? 

Huh? 

As lieutenants? Or JGs? 

Oh no. No, it was . . - -
{ 

Chiefs . 

' ' 
. ' -. - 1 

~ 

; 

l 

I 
J 

l 
1 
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-
Chiefs or first class. At the time, I was radioman third 

class. There were three of us that were radiomen third class. 

There were two of us that were ,la~s'\~«\}~'\A.1~~eligible 
to take the next exam for radioman second. One that wasn't 

was Red Briggs. He wasn't eligible at the time. 
:f 5 -fha. +-
T~Ral ph Briggs? 

That's Ralph Briggs. 

Okay. We have something to t,alk about on him later on. 

Yes indeed. 
A 1f 
~right. 

~I believe that that Just about . summarizes the school. 

96&4flk1wWV~No it doesn't either. Once we learned 
.. ' 

to copy in Kana, and then shift it.over and started to learn 

on the typewriter, we starte7ftudyrng some in Rip--5 on < ' 

procedure, Japanese procedure , operating procedur;e. And 

we were also given some training in breaking out garble table~ . 
..r-. Ca.. I! 5'1 VL. 7->eca llS~ 

fll \:.;.£fQ..1)? garble tables. ~the Japanese in 

deriving their call sign system used the garble, the matrix 1 

~-

Right 

And we got a little training in the school as to how to 

reconstruct the matrix after a call change. One of the examples.tiq 

They give us little tests once a week And one of the tests 

they give is to construct a garble table on the basis of a 

few call signs that they provided. Well, that was duck soup. 

I was the first one out of the place. This was where I begin 

to get the idea that this is interesting stuff. 
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Yeah. 

way of training that's 

recollect anything else in 

11 A Lr~.xt1ct.tlaY 
of ;(att'I cuuv·~:gnjf3~ 

That's fine. That's what I wanted, the details on that. 

Yeah. Well. I guess I can get on back to Norfolk. 

You're heading for Pearl Harbor. 

I did get promoted in Washington. It was kind of a~."5.!f 5i:u- rr-is~ 
'"1' I \) -<:' 1 0 + fo . ft\ ' ... ~. I 

Oh this-l.~0~11 tell you. We were sitting there ~<t.JYflJ.'<J 1-e..d'Z1~€:\ · 

away at these typewriters one day when some chief over in 

the J.ireau of 7ersonnel called Chief McGreggor. And they 

were buddies. And this chief ov~~ rnJureau · a~ked .McGreggor, 

said, 11 Hey) ~~y~., '.'You go; any boys over there ready for 
me: c('e. 11 ~ OY" 5 

second cl ass? 11 ~-re~<rt_,.1--s on the phone, turned around and 

· -\wo he hollered 11 Are any of you guys el1g·1ble for second class?" 
'f?:t..15'ZJ Ot\.V" ~~Y\...J_ • 
t~~oe~ej, And Mac said, 11 Yeah, I've got two 

A 1 I y ''1 ~\f Ll I , , A 0 JI 

of them here." He says, 11 0kay. Okay. Al.J;.;i ght.14 And he hung up 
''A II 

and he turned around and says, ~right, you and you come here."" 

The rest of you A,_;J¢1.. keep going." Took us over to the side and 

sat us down. He said, 11 Now 1 ook. '\ ~~AJ4.iifJ,Ai'1 1 ve got to 

give you the examrnation ... for promotion . 11 He says, 11 l 1 ll 

give it to you tomorrow. 11 He said, "Now get a paper and pencil 

here. f!\/~·~'c1,,i1f~t.nti'1 'm going to tell you th~thrngs that you 
_! 'f I '{\\f e. 

ought to know some th mg about. 11 He said, ~you some idea o \'\.... 
Sa 

what sort of exam you 1 re going get. 11 ~ he sat down and he 
It JI {-(€Ke\'-. t· -

give six drt'lt1r,ri'~"' i terns• ~U/\l~~,c:M,l So the two of us, as 

soon as we broke up that afternoon, boy, we grabbed all the 

manuals we could get our hands on and went home and we 

Just pounded the hell out of them all day long. We get down 

~ f lt..S 
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there and st~in the morning and barely get our eyes 

open and he give us the exam. It's got six questions pti"- l K_, 

it. (laughs) And so he called~y~after the exam.\}~ +{e.. 
it -t 

marked them, called the results over to the chiefA- the 

Jfureau and turned around and says, "Okay. You guys are both 

second class." 

Boy. The simple way of doing it then. 

Yeah. Well, we left Norfolk and when.0e finally boarded the 

Cassen, we discovered that they had· seven radiomen 9n that 

destroyer, not counting Walters and I. They needed a radioman . 
. - . 1\.-.a..* ,,. 

like they ne~ded ~ hole in the he_ad . . S_o all.11...Walt and I did 
- ' 

was copy ·press. We put out the · news·p_ap~!" for the ~hip ~n_ _._ 
.~ 

route from Norfolk to Pearl Harbor. Stoppe~_in ;panama for 

a few days. First stopped in Cuba for a few;days. Of . 

course, Panama. We left Panama, I guess, we ~ere probably 

four ·· or fl ve days out of Hawaii and I was copy1 ng the news 
~ """..cl-C'.~ -r cdl,,,,, , .c.<T\ ;~/Jo~~clk., 

broadcast and there's an 1 tern on A~ J~<Lf1Jir:i~Ar£:f'.,.... 

off the Yorktown. No survivors. One of them listed was ~.1411 N~v-o IJ 
Alexander. 

I' 11 be darned. 

He got into the squadron, but he wasn't in there very lonq 

Huh. That's a shame. 
J(t c. 

Yeah. Well, we arrived at Pearl Harbor and n~ Goodwin was on 

hand to meet us. And we met him at this administration 

building that was in this picture, the Rochefort article. 
KtG c4t -\-o at 1 Well, M'g,(t;~A.drove u_s over the pally,~ the station .e:f (1'1 :ttee\" 

i Y\. 

ffa-1~. And ~A,.,~V~ due course, we started standing watching 
l-t '2 e\ '\ • 

at 1-!tH-tt. Having forgotten most of what we'd learned on 
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the roof by this time. But it came back after a fashion. 
J--~ e ~ r -a_ l.J<--

B u t atJ-fu"lilit we were using RABSJ-We" had RAA, had at least 
;t. + '"''""'" one RAA, maybe two. No, one RAN, the rest of them were RABs, 

' ,, 
. . 

about four or five RABs that we were usfog for intercept 

purposes. We had an old - RX receiver there 'that was a pr~tty 

good receiver. But. w~ onl.Y used it if ·we had to . 
. , '• 

·' 

What do you remeni"he~ about the o ~g~n1zatiori when _jou moved rn.?, 

Was it. pretty well established? -.. ·.,: .. 

In Washington? ... 

ln Pearl Harbor. 
:·, .. 

In Pearl Harbor. Oh yeah. ~.-The officer in 

charge was down in the Navy yard. Now, ~~none 
,. . . ..~ 

of the operators really got familiar with the work or 
. . 

... 
the organi zat1 on of the unit in p~arl Harbor. We w_oul d go 

i-'f' ~.('{1 C:.. ' y\_ 

down and take Jt9-{f;f,~,~and letters and correspondence and 

this sort of stuff. And we knew the people, some of the 
'"fila_, {- .ilc,.JV\. 

people~~ worked~ there. But we weren't really 1 n on what they 

were doing. At that time, Lieutenant Dyer was the only 

of f1 cer we had there . And .P~ ina-Qe-.Jn . .sra.1\Pi!laJVVwwhen he made 
w a.. 5 ~ ee: t~ • 

his annual tours~about the only time we saw him at t1.a1~ 

~\~ii'd'\.S'vt;~\t:be 'J!:1~ time we would see him was when 
~' e_ A 
~went down there. But once a year he would come out 

and make an official ·inspection of the stat1ono- tpu--1<1ihW':-''­
~<t\C..? 

Oh yeah. Why were you set up at ~ Was that a space 
OY 

that was available to the Navy, 

better there, ot~' wha.+ 7 
©;t. was the intercept quality 

I'm not sure ~.O~\Y\'\\. how they 
\\d-y pe-V\ el 

ever h~,\to arrive there. I 

., 
'I 
--~ 

I 
1 
l 

1 
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think that there were facilities at this piece of property, 

these buildings, I think, became available or were available 

to the Navy. It wasn't built for our purposes. It had 
- -1"\'l.--~ 's --

four sets of quarters. ~~'11:\lu-t~ double quarters. There 

were four married quarters and a b~rracks.on th~ station, 

plus the operation building~ j4·fu~~;bo~~~f;k~41; 
a couple other buildings, ~aint locker.and ~his sort .of thing. 

But what .I don It believe that they m~~ed 'there as a result t? f 
. . ·. ·: . :. . ~ 

~~~~~t~ t~sts or _anythi~g __ ) i_k:~ _t-hat. __ ·I_ thi~k _that 

this facility become av~ilabl-e and it jl1st~ 'repr.esent'ed a"better 

set-up than what t~ey at~N ~tl:e_.Jti~'\AI:-~on it _kno~ - ---

what the installatio_n. was --~her~:":. i:i"ve - h~ard Sid B~rnett and 
- ., 

other people talk- about if ... But 1t was ·sort of prinntive. --

_And this ~~v~. -· 1'_ th°'i~~,. -to~iresen-ted · a -~~chJbe~:t~~.' - --
. ~ . '. · .:• i '· .. . . 

-much more sect,tre :9peration. We ha_d_ Marine s~ntries assigned 
- - - H~<~: · 
for security at 1-ia.J.a-:', And-I don't _believe that they had 
-. - ~ .. ~-t: w~, \L\r~ 

sentries fl\~~l/~t that time. 

Did you have _ badges or was it personal recognition? 

·No, Just personal recognition. There wasn't that many of us. 

We had a two-man, four-section watch when I first got there 

and we'd go to three-section ~here was a call change. 

Did you have to do your own recovery on the call signs? 

Oh yes;· 

Good. I didn't realize that. Okay. 

Yeah. Yeah and while a lot of this was done, at least initially, 

orally, that 1s by being able to identify the circuits 

that you're on and the operators on the circuits. A lot was made 

t{ (/' (,t) 
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a·little later about doing this with machinery. Well, 

that was ri~iculous because you could do it better with 

i{ e. . .J..J... ear than you could with any of ~r machines ;irrtJi~U~~that 
0 1.J. Id lA p 1-e Y\d.. ~ .-.- l 

they A ever come w1 th. The Hi rnit-.1• Have you ever heard' of the -f J"'n:li;ti<\. I e '(\ "'- ' 
/\ ·~ - ~ 

Well, that was a big laugh,to any of us who were really in the 

processing business- way. Because the only persons that that 
--

seemed to impress were the people that were running the damn 
. . . . 

thing. We never used the o~i~~t ~f the~. ~We'd had it for w~eks 

by the t1m~ they ~~~i:ct ~;~,1~e~~? one of them .. A:oA.,..JoW 
The ~AQ\l~~-e.~c~11··s1gn recovery was not 

something that th-e. pjAi~t-~J/~;fed- ~heir -'hands .-wi-th. We 
. .. , .. - ... ·. . 

. ··.· -
radiomen were.th~ guys who haci'to h~ndl~ t~i~. And J 'm 

..... 

not too sure that thi-~ _somethi~g has ever been given proper 

treatment in the reco~ds~ 

That's why Ivasked because I never heard o~-it. 

You never heard of it? 

No sir, not that. 
f\\I 
Jltright, I've got a lot more to tell you that you've never 

heard of. 

Please. 

We--<.d-idn\!~We performed 41elementary sort of analys1sll- ~-+ >-\e-e J a.. 

,~~ We didn't do much with these high speed automatic 

stations that we were taping. That traffic we never paid 

any attention to. This was the Japanese that we were on 

the lookout for any Japanese diplomatic traffic that showeq 

up on there, or any state, whether it was Japanese or any 

other country. We'd stack that off and send it down. I don't 

St2 C{U:>i: Jt f) C < ci 
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think they did anything with it at Pearl Harbor. I 

think it was Just sent back to Washington. But at any 

rate, on the Japanese Navy intercept, we did sort of an 

elementary analysis of it. But this was aimed more at 

recovering frequencies and identifying circuits, subscribers 

to the circuits, this type of thing. It was not really 

aimed at producing information or intelligence. It 
-It 

was aimed at the technical. J..Ja'f:i./\ was the technical analysis 

To help your efforts primarily, right? 

Right, right. And we had one day worker that'd come in 

and wrap the traffic and this sort of t~ing:and did a 

little of this sort of ?-nalysis. - We also as part ()fit, 

beside standing the watch~s~ there wa~ one or twQ da~s 

a week that we would have to come in and do other things 

as wellt ~VI mean, once we got off the watch we didn't 

have necessarily free time. We'd come in and clean out 

clogged drains and do a little traffic sorting and this 

sort of thing. 
:> 

Did you play as a sailor, too? Did you go throughpVl,k '\'\d,ta~~l J,.ll'>' 

No way. 

Okay. 

This is what we did, made it so very interesting. The only time 

we wore a uni form was when we were on watch. And if we had to 
Cou.Y'1eY 

get down to the Navy yard. We made a £~~~ run to the 
J) y C 6 U. I'" I ~,- 5 

favy yard. We were our own cQ:IWP~er-s~to take the traffic down. 

You delivered ~).Y)io-il' +c Hlj l 0 ~ 
Yes. We delivered),4t~ J~,,~ 
Morning, afternoon or ... ? 
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Once a day. 

Once a day. 

Go down in the morning. 
""(}.Vt.­

We also made the commissaryAfor 

all the married people in the station. t,,t...-1.t-
• 

~~·t recollect anything 

~that was particularly 
/' 

'$ 

else that tra~ired at Hee.1a.. 

significant. 

Let me ask a question about the Japanese changing 

frequencies. How often did that happen? 

And did that create a problem? 

Not really. Actually they didn't change it too often. 

~seem~v\vThey never wised up to the idea 

of changing the call signs and the frequencies at the same 

time. If they'd done that, they'd have given us a little rroble~~ 

~b&rfV._ But for some 

them to pull that sort 

reason or other 1t never occurred to 
/rt 0:, htn -a..V'- I q·a_,Y°'-

Of ~,Ant.IJ~{g~~ on Lis. 

Okay. 

I'll get i~ more into the analysis part of this as I 

go on because I spent most of my career as an analyst, not 

as an intercept operator. 

Early in the days when you were 

from~come down anytime and 

Never. 

, 1 '-J ( }( ee1 <Jv 

in~ did the people 
,, yo £L.. 

say;·~ did a great JO~ guys." 

This is what we developed from it. Keep it up. 

Never. Never. 

And mora 1 e wast·'\.·~\'\~~~ 
7

' 

Excellent. 

Good. 
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. Wh 1 t 1 oc k : · We all e~Joyed what we were do1ng. And we didn't know · 

.. whether they were reading or not and in this connecuon. 

• '• ~ we were alway~ watching for an~thing th~t would be helpful 
" .,. ., ' 

...... · · ~-:> in-~ the" way of decrypt i on
1 

of something that may have happened 

.. .;'.." · :.· :· iii"connection with a pa.rticular message. And as the 
~ ,1 . .. . ···. '·· ... ' 

... 
• ' .. :. - -- ., · years went by, this pa1d big dividends. l 1 I. l get to that 

.. 
" · · ,· ~-: . a I 1 t t le. bit I a ter. 

·~··· .. -.. ·· .· A1f . . 
•/ci~le~: .. :,. · ... #right sir. fur\{ - -

were aware of what the other jtt-f'hat the 
', '. o -·· ; ' • ' I o -. · Whj t I ock :: -. · , - But no. We a 11 

~· ,.. . .' 
.. · .. "fl .. 

... ,. .· 

..... M 0 . , 

' .. ~ 
•"'M' 

...... . ~ 
''-.. 
;.• ; 

. ~ . 

~ .. ' 

.. . 

. . . 

~- ' Farley: 
. ·"" 

" '• .. . 
Whitlock: 

., 
crypto effort was up to. We knew what they were trying to do . 

We knew that we didn't really have any business knowing what 

their success was. The need to know at that time was 

really stringently enforced. So we didn't know. 

But we knew we were doing a doggone good job and we knew 

that there was some darn good people doing it. That 

become apparent to me rlght qu1ck. When I reported. 

aboard, a gentleman by the name of Troop was on watch the 
-\a:l 

af ternoon~l reported aboard. And when I come in the door 

he took one look at me. he says. "Yep, that's him." He 

says, 11 How 1 s Gene?'' Gene's my brother. 

My gosh, they'd been waiting for you . 
~ ~t'o I~ £.·v- W~o 

My brof]dt~Jwas seven years older than I, had.gone to ·radio 

. "!'' 

school in San D1ego with this gentleman on watch. And I discovereq 

later, that at that same time there were five of the people 

down tnere at the same time rrry brother was, about his age, 

that had left there and got into this organization. Now, 

that's very unusual. 

< f( I~- ff ,1 (,C fl 

·1 

·.' 

1 
' f 

t · :, I 

. . •. 
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It ls very unusL1al. Well. Troop, this gentleman that J say 

that greeted me when I come in tne door. he 1 s without a 

doubt one of the best intercept_operators the Navy ever had. 

·This guy could hear and copy ·sign~ls that the average man 

d1dn 1 t even know was there. He was remarkable.when it come to that . 
~ 'Ji'11d C'r'\e. . . . 

He was w1thout a doubt~~nd he would follow 1t. He knew 

what those .oP1ra'tior~ere .~9~t~h -~ ve.llGff11le>-t_yWtriilt'°'---. 

,&ti. Japanes~ operators w~re ;bu'4,d~.,..f~v~ rn_inut~s ~be.fore . 
. ' . . . . 

they themselves knew: He .Jtds·tM..~~was really. a · good one. 
L~'1id.+1's · ~-C . . r 7 .... · 

Hte'Adate period fio\\(.,L.we're up to1 ho~ -~·' ·. ·· · 

Can you stop th1s for Jusi a minute? ~: 
.. . . ' 

Sure thing. • "!: ., • • _,. .. 
IJape starts up again) -~. 

. ~ -
Well, we were probably rn 1939, '·40? How lonc{d1d 'you 

Ail 11.uJ# ,n_ He~ra.. · · ' 
Wei 1, )f'lright. I was ~ram 1938 to .March of 1940. 

. ~~~were .married. 1~ February of 1940 ·and I left ~~C:~ . I (a wo. 1 ; 

.(@'l';n March. At . the time I was~ .radioman.second class, 

and rn the Navy at · that' time,. no petty ~fficer below 

Petty Off1cer F1rst Class had travel pr1vileges for his 

dependent. He had no quarters privileges. He had 

nothing. He wasn't supposed to be married unt1l he was 

a Petty Off1cer F1rst Class. So when I got married, Jvtta~~ 

~transportation for my w1fe was not aL1thor1zed. So l left 

her ln Hawaii and 1 left with the understand1ng that I was 

headed for the Ph1l1pp1nes. But they had a pecul1ar setup 

at that time. That the Corrrnander in Chief Asiatic Fleet, 

H ,, , co 
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' . , 

Wh1 tlock: 

,.J. •• 

;t 

sh.ol'l'"J\Ul.. 1 I 
J,l'J. 1li e_ 

who was aboard the cruiser rn rln9-,6· made al l"assignrrients 

of enlisted personnel corning to the Asiatic station. As ·_ · · · 
t-ha:;t:::.a~ a ~esult . ."when~ you left this country to go to Asia, 

you didn't".know w·h_ere you . ~ere go.ing and didn't find ·out 

until you ~ro~sed ~he 180th~Mer~d;a~. ·~And when ybu . . " .... 

, cros.sed .t~e .180th Meridian~ the . ship you were on. would 

·~~ort. the tra~s.i.ent~~~ that _he_.had. ·~~and .,the:r. rates·.·. . .. 

to the Co~~~~-er in. C~"ief..Flag_5hip 4 ;~ the assi~n~_ents 

pf these, peop.J,~ w~re mad~ t~.wherever:,. he needed them · . ··· 
........ ·,.·. 

·: 
' • . ·~ •: r '.' -'·,··,.,~ ~ •. •', ', ' .. • ', ,', o • , 1' , ' : ... ~. .... ~. ,I '•:I.,, ... JI o 

· ... rn. · the·. ~fle~t ... And: thi,s.was in · the.Phflippiiies:.~·the whole ... · .. ~ .. 
• • • - ; • ' ' : , .I, • • • • ' - J,.. !. 

. . . •. ·r· • ~ • • . ,. •. . ' ( • . • - S" e ""' . . . . . . •, .. 
-.. F_ar Eas.t; . Gual!!, ~r~_wh"e_r~ver you might bei This?-j~ t~e wa.y · i ~-.·. - ' - . ' ~-. c.. e.. . . . . . - ,,_,, 
. ~as "run at -t~a·~ t.iJTl~·>.:· - As;~ti_-c''F1.e~~ c~~trol~·€d~--e~e"rythrng : · .. :;.: 
• . • . ~ . ~ ': • ~'. • : ~ , ,• : ,., ·"'. •• • .,! ...• ~ L I '' .. • • • . ' .• "' ' • • .~ 

that went on ·in ·.the Asiatic ·area.,.:._, · :: .. , · .. · ·· 
0 ' ' • ' • \. r .,I • I~.. •, 0 ' ' • 0 • ... , 0 , •~ 

".. ' • ' ' ,", :,"' .~ I' : ~ • ~· • • 'I I, ~ .. : ''I. ' • • ' ~ 'L ~ •• ~ ' • ~- '' 

That was regar~l es~ · of ·.your. spec~ a 1 ty? • . · ~. 
• "'r '. ' " • ; .. r. . ~ .. -. ~ . ' ,• .. Ir . ' 

:Regardless of' specialty". ·And"the- only way that .this ' . 
'a ' ~ ! I ' ' ' 

', · ·" 

..... ·. coul~· be _h!')n~'led was. that~~11e\tv,a\1M,"there~were people . 

. .' · :on th~ ~taf~ ·.~rt.he fl~-et, ~ ~~~a~ic Flee~. who were. 

cleared and they would-endeavor to get the word to these 

peop_le the names ·of th~ people that were J~\l.mq.t.t tticl.t1.wQ.ret.. 

. in the ~rgani~~tion that were aboard these transports. When 

we were on boa .~d th'e transports we s.erved as radio 

operators. · We worked right ~long with the general service 

,. · 

people. Nobody on there knew really that we were anything special 

. ;{9e~1i, (.(~' at a 11. And our names went in to this report ~~" l 
}~\!: ttrlse~~when we cros.sed the IBOth and the cl eared · 

. ' . - _h l,_ CI Iv C f\ f 
people on the staff at ~liil\ft would select off the people that 

. were in our organization and then issue orders to get them to 



~:' ~,~~'!:_~~~~;;·~·.·'>.::·. 
~ •, r, ' ·-~ .:T~\"(.1 •./' r ~ ... • · . 

'.iJl~ .tL· . • ~~·~:~}:-2~566 
~~-~~f~?.~) ~··. ·.; i ;-. ·- ~ 

36 -- 5·l 66{: { 
'ti.·~ ,;J~ ... 't,;..·.(.V • '· . 
'."t~~~··::· ' . . ·, . 
~J·~~- ,··· .·-._ ·. 
·:;f.-t;'•,fr·> .. . ~~~•'(": /-.-'· '. 

'lt!·.,:~· ~! ;- ; ., . . N. .. __ ,.., • 
. ':...':/.·., .: farl ey · · 
~iii::./,'. ::· ... ~'.' 
~'t;t ... · .. :.a~·.. . .;. 
•"':- ; ..... ..., - -
!;~1 ,,·-:;· ~ ~\ .. · . ~ 

I • .:. 

rlTenL. 
wherever they wanted ~jl.to go. 

So the people, and I'm th1nK1ng 
· · OP·:t..11·c; 

about the ~av~ Depa~tment, 

Jl~~an.d ·Hypo and all the others, lost control ·of.the~e 

·~'t·o"'. -. ·, ... ~ ." .' · · .. , individuals. 
:E·;.~): .. ~ . ··. ·. ·• '' OP- l.0 -(; 
f.1~~-:·~ .... ~~itlot.k: ·' ·_Well, not really, because o~..gyi. was in connnun1cation ·with ... ·. 

~f?;.:~:~·::····.·-.-/. . · ifc.C£~1~t1c Fleet. Through Ol.lr channels and they had Jp a., 
t~!~i;~:''<:· ~-<~ ·., .. · .. ~ .. · 
!!1~·.:.i .. .'::.::.,, .. · · ··· · ·,: s·late of the tours. r know tnat you have records. 
;}<?:. ·,; .. ~. ··~: --.·: -~ . ' 
=~ .,:.1·.~ Tarley:· · Yes. 
:-~,::~i·li.~~ ~·:"'""- .... . . 

~ .. r:\~ ~Whit I ock: And you can· see fron those that they kept pretty close tab 

I ·' · 
of who was on th~ Asiatic station in our organization, when 

· we arrived there, when we were due 'to leave and this sort 
·, . of thing. And there was qui~e a lot of exchange on this. 

·'1.-·f'. -~ . '· . 
~'"?"\_t· .. ~~·:. - This was all encrypted now. This was back ~hannel /A>v 

. 

. .. 

~t~~:;:( .. 1.· 

~·~l~.~ '· ·:· . messages and so forth. But that's the way it was handled at that 
·I.-~ ·•:-, • ' 
~--f'"S•~,,~, I. 

.It· -· - .,,. 
~~7;~~. •:.' . ·~ ' 
~[-:i~:i~ -_. .'- .. ~-
• ~~it<·,·. 
-_~_,-,,.: .... ;_~I . • , 

~~~:~: ·"': 
. '! ~:. ~·i. ' .• 
!"· '•"'<•"\.' • - • 
" ... ·.~··· .,, ~ . 
~: ... ::~~ .. :;.. .• ,,.. ....... ... 
l-Ji~ .. ...; .. .:.-r,. •.-

~?~--:~. : 
.. ~ ~:. 

~~:- '.. . ~ ,· 

1 '• .... 
"!"f- • ,••' 

>~<· ·:'. .· .. 
. -

. ..~. 

~· ·/· 

S'o 
time, ~ I knew on the basis of this slate that I was 

suppos~d to be going to the Philip~1nes . Well, when we 
. ' 

crossed tne IBOth Mer1d1an, lo and be~old, 1 got orders 

to Guam. Weli', I couldn't say,."This isn'_t right." There.' s 

-nobody you can tell it to. The orders cb~e "into the ship 

the s h1 p w~ it~~ ~ orders0 ~J\J<~Ji,,t_ 1!~~.t;t can ; t . Say, 

"1 know better than that.'! Yciu Just have to·go alon9 

and 

with it. Hell, if tney sen~ you to Timbuktu, you'd have to 

go. Sol got· off in Guam. And 1t .kind of surprised the 
. bt"l~V..i~ 

people there. Tney weren't expectin9 me •"t'dus,~ that _ 

wasn't the way it was slated. I w~s there for a ~o~ple of· 

months and again, at Guam, the operation was pretty much 
Ak.t:.tK Mera;\',. • lhA 1 o . . 

11 ke it was at ~~We. were at ~dd:IO Laboogan wh 1 ch. was 
- ~·\11-• .1 ~ r' I)., I . 

up on tne hill, up on one of the mountains in fl4ontaR1a-l. 

' ., 

' I 

I 
.-• 
I 
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We were up near the Marine prison. But 1t was a little 

concrete shack. We only used one end of lt. It had 
't.Ui aiJ. been a transm~tter site and 1t had the big '4'"'-ant~nna 

s."ffl~; 
towers Just outside the shack and they'd been s1tt:+n' there 

for years and getting rusted out and every time we'd ~et 
. . . . . . . -~A £1 t ,~ ~ t :i 

an earthquake you'd hear p~v~~1 comrng down from it. · . 
."L ' "' ' 

You.expected 1t to fall down there any time. But ~t any· 

·rate, it ~as a .srnal J 6peration. It was a one-man night watch, 
· . On~. . · .. ·. ·.. .. .·. . . · 

one_ ma_n.-vto.ri'1\ intercept; opera~or: w~o _was always on at_ n1ght. .. · 

But in Guam, the day watch. was busY. and 
. .. . . . . .. . ' . ·.. \Al '- . '> ' • - ' 

recep:tion was ex~ell.ent."· .... 
. ih\tl~_\_ptoQ:p~~ ·\:. -~~ probably ·had _the best reieption ·1ri -

... . . 
•, ,• I L: • ' 

Gua-m,of.any site we had .. Operating· again~.~ the"Jap~nese ... " ,c 
• I 

. . ' 
Navy at anY:.time~ .. It was· excellent. 

'. .. 
•••' I • ... • · .. - . -. .. . ' 

·fa".'l~Y' ... ·_ "~': J.f was st'1ll targeting the Navy ·anly. 
. I 

. -·· .. Whitlock:. Yeah. · -~ . .• 

~ .. -.J?;,L .. • 
· Farley: 

'• . 

Whitlock 

.. 

Farley: 

Okay .. Good. Did you have any new rndi vi dual s4 -Qi'd you · 
I ' • , ' 

.meet new people there, people who had been there before? 

Or were you the initial jl\...'la.rPvA\ 
7 

Jn Guam? Oh yeah.There were people there that I had met 

before. See, Hawa11 was sort of a cross road. I'd been 

in Honolulu for two years. So, whenever a transport come 

1n, we would know who was on 1t of our people and we 

would take them out to the station and w1ne them and dine them. 

So we saw people corning and going all the t1rne. We knew 

where they were going,~;5J'd seen all the people 

before that1 V1'or most all the people that were there. 

Was Joslin there? 

L_{ ·I c L<.1 I 

... ~. 
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Wh1tlock: 

Farley· 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

Uh, let me think. 

Haro 1 d Jos 1 rn. 

No. Joslin came on the transport that 1 left on. 

Okay. 
; 

A~d the way-that that came about 1 s that ~(Wfi~~ or ~. 
Gt . s .. ' . . :: i 

knew a coup 1 e of rad 10men, ~enera l. 1erv ice,- whq were rn · · 
. . ~~.L at A\a'd~ :i's lo..-....l 

one of the flying boat squadron;_,4~~q,., a co~pl_e ' 

radiomen, 9~U' 1 hadn't 'taken any civi.Uan clothes with me 

when I wen.t to Guam.: All. I had.was unifonns: · ·well, _they·· 
.. ' 

just didn't wear un1fonns i~. ~!Jam. on liberty. Again, we ... 

wore them'._·on watch.· •so l .didn't ha've much ·rn the way of . . . . . 

· civ1lian clothes and l 'd mentione~:.this to ~Y wife and · ·.J ·t · 
.·. . ~ · ~ .. "ft.'fl/ fk1 ~ S"''l""-~JYO'Y\ rnA 

it turns out that ·J!f\!s\:s~t,t:!i~/these two radiomen 

. a.> ..., .": -1 ~· ~t<t ~iii were g.o m~ to · the Phi ; i pp; nes . · So they ca 11 ed 

G~rty and asked her if there was anything that she'd 11ke to 

send out to me, or anything that she'd like to tell me. 

And she decided to send out some clothing along with them. 
{(y~te'-\ 7

"' l tL.a. t -f~,e. 
Sure. So I got a phone call from PDANavy yard,Aflying 

(< P"'h'1»' rh(ly 
boats would come in and s1t down PD.ctrtd· '&Oef! got ashore and 

give me a call. Well, I don't know, it was probably seven ) 
L;boo~a.n.. £... tJhe.ct<. ;t. w•-...s 11'\l.i....· "io ((y~t~{ 7 

or eight m1 les fromA ~oe~u~over to PD Navy yard and 

l didn't have any transportation. So I called a taxi. Well, 
L n 3 fl\ o r 4. L'. J 

the local taxi cab company was run by a Sh6mo~ by the name 

of Lint1ako, I think it was. Well any rate, the owner of 
/( f.fle11 7 )' 

the cab company showed up to drive me out to PD/\. Well, 

as aside, I'd only been in Guam for two or three days, but 

1n Guam everybody knows everybody else's bus1ness, bel1eve 
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me. Or did at that time. And we were riding along, not 

much conversation. About two thirds the way io:PD this dr1ver 

says, ''Too bad y~>u're leaving·~" I 'says, i'What do you·me'3~·I'm 

leavrng?" "I said, ".I Just got tiere. '' He says, "You' re· J eavirig·. '.' 
· , : ! •. • (('Pc Te'{_.,~))' · · 

it? .· W~ll,··J went . out.~o PD,J\.ta,_lk-ed,:·' Nah. ,What's he know ·about ,, 
' ,. 

· to these gentlemen, p1cked up my clothes and returned.- · Then . . ·, . .. 
- , • 0 ' I •- • • I ' 

0 0 
I ~ 0 

o • ' ~I :: II... 

.'that hadn't ·been used. 1t was for first . class. There was I.: . ,_ . 
~ . ' 

. -··~ . ~"' . . . .. .. -... ·~ · . .. ~ .. ' ... - .-

' -·.\.·.a set o~ ·quarters there that hadn't, oeen ·used for six 
.. ' ''!° 

. . ;_: . :· .·. '· month~·. -~)t.wa·~ -~itt~~g.the~e ·empty~· .. ~A~d 's·~~~.1- w~nt to .• the ·_.; __ : 
. . - - ~ ; ' .. "1) • • . 4 ' ' 

· ..... _:. ·~~.:' · -·.~ ·-:: ,• . · .1·e'a.\·<;0~1 .... ," •· .. ,'.·. 
chief in charge, wtio was ·Jimmy P1er-eeson, who :1 'd met., .who . . · · • 

I I Iii• ,• o o - • 1 0, ,.. • : • ' ' o ,"':I ! .. • ' •. • ' ' , I • ,", • ' .. ' ' ·,r : ' I Jo '•'. ·~ 

~had the COMSEC,duty' fi~ on the _roof i~-: ~ast1ingt~n: " A~d I·" '. . ·~. 
. . . 1; ... "' .. ·:.· •. ' . . •.. - . • . -.·~ . . ... ··:• ... ' : . ..~ · : ' . · ~. ;. 

_said,_:."HeyJimniy;-'.', :·.I said; ": .lf .. 1. COL!ld ." get my wife ou~ here · .· . : . . · 
• • ' ' ' ' -~ ,. "' ' • o "' • o ' , • I I ' • • • • • 0 ' "'• ' ' '. ' I • <I .. • j ~' ' •: • o ' ' - I 

is·there .any chance .that I could use that set.of quarters?"-:... · ·· · 
. . . " ,' . .. . . .. 

:L.sa1d, ·~"('ll bring .her out at my own expense, do you suppos~ 
I ' ' • 

' ' . ' . 
there woul.d .. be any object ion to using the _ quarters?" . He said, 

. ·: ~ . 

"I. don.'t know." He says, "Let's go down and talk to the governo~:." 

· Well~the,governor was a Navy captain. So we went down and talked 

to the: gove.rnor and the governor says, "We 11 . '' He says, "I 'I I 

even do better than that." Says, ''Sure, you can have them . 

: · I '11 even do better than that.•· He says, "We' 11 see 1 f we 

can get your wife on a ship." So we sat down and sent a message 
· rli ~ Q O~Wlch~:t. 'f\. t;" 

to JE011a11a11dan;. of the 14th _Naval District. And it was a long 

sob sto~y that he knew that I was a rad1ornan second class, I 

was not entitled to transportation, but in this case in 'the 

' ~(} f'''""°l 
interest of morale and~'1,...'fY1~r~commend considerat1on be gtven 

to author1ze transportation for dependent w1fe. And dang if . 

t ( lie' o 
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co11111andant d1dn' t approv~ it. And then he even went farther · · 
' C' h.i v.. ,'\\~ Ghb....+ C ka . .o.. ~ V\ t · · 

than that. It wa5 the-..Stra7Jucmt-. When the Sel111011t corn~ in 

; , ~ ... tf;<Z. ~~as chock~ block. So the ~ornrnandant to~k some . (r\.1 f ''~a... 
· ... fl A '.4. ,1iflf.°1!"."""·· ·t.l!.'VY\a.V'\ ~ff 

. ;·: _ . . , ~Jl .. Lp2iTroJ..~the Ship and put my Wl fe on l t. 
,:. ' ": • '"I ~ • ''' ,. '' • I • • ' 

·.·" .... ·~arley:. · , ,' ·" Good.-._·very gqod. 
• ... 

>:·~:< Whtti·o.~k ·:· - · ... Oh· yeah. 'Jelf!ll!{~t1.~wr1r4e{l ... ~See·, we'd only been rnarri'ed 
.... ' I '• • ' ,/, ' • ' ' ~ • ' ... 
.. ::· .: · ,· ·. 
~~. : :..:. .. . '. . J. .. ,. • 

~ ... . ... 
.. ~ .. .. 

. ··. I" •. • . 

,. 
" ·=4• ... 

"' . ' ··. · .. 
r , :" ' "n° 

• .. \ '....,_ ; .· .· . 
' .. •.·.· 

.'/ · . ~:: ·~ ~.,~ . 

,' ···~ .. ~ :-- ~ 
... ' ~;· ,, .. .( . . .. '"'· . .. ~ -.,, ' . ·-
, · ... .. :, ... 

i, ~ .. 
' ... ,. 

.::; _;~ Fa r,1 e}'.: · 
I ,~.~ . .~ ; ; " ~ . . 

:;. ~>·~ryit lock:·' 
.. . 
~·; . 

.~ ::-. ' 

·.<.·-:·~ ·.·-= .. ' 

.. 

;\;~:.: .. ~ ... '.' ' .. 
' ' o I 

a~ .. r 

. "" ' •\. '. ' 

' . .. ... . - · - . . . 

· about six.weeks at the time I left. And before that time 
d 'S' . 

w~.d1dn 1 t assoc1ate w1th the ~eneral Jerv1ce Navy.· .. Gerty d1dn.'t 
•' 

'have any idea what m1litary 11fe or Navy was all about. So 

. she .gets down and gets tossed onto this transport and 

someone asked her what her husband was and 5he told him he was d· 
. . • .. '. I' 

radioman second class. And the fit_h.i.t the. s.hdn, bo.Y.~ T!1a.t whole . 
. (f~.'9M Cha~ ""'ct-t-.. t. , . 

damn sh1p wa~ up .in arrn5. ·. But when the~ ~'r~ss~=the '·. ~ 

I80th Merid1an, all .of ·a sudden .we .discovered tha.t ·~herie 1s -~ .. ·"; ·· 
. ~"'~~ C\,.~Ao\'fY'O~-r .. . . ' 

radioman first class aboard the ~.t,<tha'f'_s coming_ to· G~am .. 

A gentleman by the name of Markle Tobias Sm1th·. His wife· 

and child, w1fe and son. 
' . 

· Oh boy. 

So J11r111y and I crank up and we go down and talk to the 

governor again. ''What are we CJOlng to do about th1 s '" 

11 Wh·1tlock'5 wife's aboard.'' And he said, "Well." 
I• \,J~l_t . . • ~ 

He sa1d, '~ we'l.1 do; I'll _s.1mply ask the fC:lmiral at )·~o.'Y',~l1
1

. 
j;fui~~' to _ leave Whitlock here .and let Smith go on to the 

Ph1l1pprnes.'' So we sat down and.batted the message out to ~111;c 

'(;I Asiat1c ~leet making thi~ chan~e. The answer Jt.ast_~<tJt\1.'COrne 
· ''N'e1ai,"e 1.. .b· b, lltl: 
~ack, fte<]i3t'1ve. ·But the.~{~t~ there is for a radioman f1rst 

· class, not a radioman second class. Have Whitlock report to 

the Ph1lippine5. 

' • '!> 
~ 

·-. 
·•. 

... ; 

'. 

.~ . 

'' . 

': . . ·-. 
, '• 

·'• . . ~ 

·,. 

.. ' . '--

I · , 
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Farley· 

Whitlock. 

-~Farley: 

· Whit 1 ock : .. 

Farley: 

Whitlock· 

Farley. 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

Whitlock· 

Oh they d1d it to you then. f,'\ . . 
Yeah. J5<\..i-~acr&.f ~Y"!!1ie"}().pfA!-Ottft'~t w1 fe d1dn' t 

know 1t. She thought she was coming to Guam .. And then 

immediately we had to get authorization for her to stay 

aboard ship f~ft.»J'to g.o · t~ the Philip~ines. So she come rnto 

Guam thinking she 1 s'getting off the ship there and jnstead . 
' .. ' . . . . ""B~t.d.Ll.~{'·~1.'A. 
1 got on;.· And that 1 s where I met Joslin. ~.come 1~. o_n 

.. · · . . . '?a,.Y-\1'", f'~l.\.\W~ol.Af", :. . . 
that ship. He~a~d Rex ~~~, I think. ·~i. ... 

'•1o ' • I '• •,I•''! I~ 

.~.··they'a{:p·=¥ed~ ·. · : · ·'. -.. .<'· 
. -· .. '7'. . J),l_ .• .. -: . . . ' . •.· ·. ' ' 
· ~hi11s.'Li-U~~-hi~ Smi th~e(take over _then? .. · .. :. _ ~-.- ; .. :. · · . . . 

. . ' . . l . • . • · : ·, -ef ' ")le U.r"Sc-Y\-
, No .• Markle Tobias ·was ·the radioman. fir~t· class. Jillll\Y · · 

' 
1 11 ' .. 

1 
' I ": • ' •I • C' ' ' " • • • ,,,., ' ' 

was the officer rn. charge. Or the ch1e.f, /n~·charge; ·,;' . I • •• ~: '~t. 
' r.' . ~ ..... 

. I th.ink "that JUSt about wraps up my expe'dence in Guam. :~ . 
,I ' • '• ' ' ,' I "•' I ' I Ii·, ,, I • I ' 

I lo .. • 
10 

I 1 ' •"' • • .. ;, 

. Professionally, there wasn'~ much beyond what we-_d1d in:. ;. 
• I • .. ' ' • 

Hawa l i ~ ~xcept · the.' bet.fer· 1 nter:c~pt ···s i.te. · -w~ could -i htercept . .. .. . 
low frequency· intercept traff1c that you·couldn't hear 

.. ·. '• .. 

· .· in Hawa i i at a 11. 
i 

Yo·u· remember the month and date you left Guam. 

Uh, l left. in July of 1940. I arrived there in March of 

· '40 and left ir:i July of '40. 

You didn't have a long tour there. 

No. 

Not really huh? 

No. So we went to the Ph1lipp1nes and when we arrived 
!1,'lil . r,\a V\ .\\a.. 

rn M~1~they dropped the cargo netting down one side of 

the ship and brought some barges along side. And the draft 
c \a. ........ b ~.y"°'! !. 

with the1 r sea bags and hammocks ..c:J.omme-ic-e?t down th1 s 

cargo netting to get into the bar9es. In the meantime, 
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·. '.~ . Tar.ley: 
' 4 ,I I 

.Whitlock: 
' . . . ~ 

" . , - ..... 
-., . '. 

' .... •.: r 

,i- ·:· 
I .? '' -

~ . 
- . '• ' . . .\: - . 

·:,,· ,,,; 

I • .... 
~ -; ... 
,._ . 
.:., . \ ~ . 

f ... ~:· 
;'!.. 

"="'. 
I ~- ~ 

~ .. ~~ : )~~l ey: 
• 'I ~j ' • 

. ,r '•, • 

~ .... :·:whit 1 ae:·k: 
•• .l' 

!. .·, .• ... 
I ~ ' I. • 

~·: ~· ').Jh 1 t l od : 
;. 

.. _Farley: -

....... \·. . 

:.- .· ·' Whit 1 ~c_k: 
!:::i•·:: .> ,·: ' 

I ·", 

.•. 
'. 

they deposited my wife. on the p1er and that-'s where the Navy's 

responsibility ended. They took me in a barg~ acrqss tofl{v1(~ 
~\1>.V\ 1 .\.a... :Mw.e..v 

she's standing on the pier 1n Md111~ and she'd been away ..__, A . 
. from home be f i:fre . 

~os h, . 
O_h· .my g~ 1 yti'l~{uwhat a frightening expenence. 

. -? 

Fortunately, ~k~V<-1\_~t-' I knew a radioman first class who 

was another one of the fellows ln the security Job on the 
· nli".J 1A,' !(.. 

roo.f, Red Ma son. 7't.JL ~Ago t rn touch w1 th Red Mason, sent a message 

to .h1m from the ship. And Red Mason an~ h1s w1fe met my 
I~ Ca.~. t~ I 

wife and took her around to ~-(rtAtll But J got sta 11 ed rn the 

Navy yard and I didn't know when I was going to get out 

Of there because untll you were assigned, you JUSt Sit 

there in the receiving barracks and waited. J f1nally 

got }l~Jt ., ~ t • 
Let me switch tapes, please, s1r . 

Okay . 

TAPE 2 SIDE I 

. That's k1nd of amazing. 
AH 
)l"right s1r, let's try that one1s1r. I think that looks good. 

Okay. Well. In the Ph1l 1pprnes, as I say, T was rn a very 

unusual s1tuat1on because as a petty officer second class, 
.... "''"'1"'1f.S 

I was not ent1tled to co1Ta111ssary pf\Jv·~e~~~and to 

live on the c1yil1an economy out there was something less 
h. A ~su· lo. b\e . bl 

than ~~·n~CU>lie-. There was no refr19erat10n. Meats, '\/~~·lef1:. ~s 

~g~atl.t!i,., all th1s sort of stuff, Just wasn't safe for 

human consumpt1on. So I managed to get spec1al d1spensat1on 

and was permitted to shop in the corm11ssary, wh1ch was 

·a break. But we had to f 1nd our own abode. We wound up · 

• I . 
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...... 
l ., ... 

' ·. ·· ... 
'1. -~-.. -

.. 
l 

rn Caradad. In a two story bu1 ldrng, wh1ch ls kind 

of unusual for the Phllipp1n~s~ ln that area part1cularlj• 
(1\o,-\' . N', r~ · · . 
mes-t of them were ~ust little Ne.p1'- huts,- . We were on _the second 

Scfe~~eJ, . 
floor. 

The place was screerr, but the mode of transportation for 
. h~. J'.Of_i.d?Lc e. ·w t.:s ~ ~ e 0 IA.Sr:-. .. ( .. ) . . • 

the loc~ _l ~4·~"?'T~~ ·~:ltJi11\ a~d _t~ere_~ere hundre~~ an·~· _ 

hundreds of theni, .1itt1 e. horse-drawn;: bo-wheel.ed. _.b~ggi es. . . . . . 
• I • • • ', ~ I 

There ~as .very few. ve~icul ar. tr~ rr';'c:: or" any ·kind. . The bus 
. . . . .. . '( . . . . _; -.~~- . '.· .· ; ·. '. :: . . . . :~. ' . . 
come rnto Caradad,-J guess, 1 a . couple.times·~ dayand ·it'd . 

. ·come i~ do·i~g.abo~:~ ~O;m1~l~·~.a·n h~u~~ :~ids · , p1g~-~nd ch.ic~~ns .. . 
• • • • • •• • .. ' •• • • •• • .... , ... . ....... ;~ '· • .. • • • • t • ,, .\ • 

. ··s~~t.tedng· ·~-~-.· a~·1 . ·'_~~~ett_fons. --B~t._ ' t~i~ :was. _a_. goqd'S:·~~ed.)... ~·· 
.·. . . .. ~. .. .. . . . '. "" ·- ·~;! '§} ' '1,<;.··t)ie e~'i~lt. 

. . '· .lit:le _ to~~:~.- ~~·~~~.~~d<::.~t was_ : o~~s:!·~~ ·:~{a~i!7~N~.v~·y~r:d 17: •• • . " 

,•. . A_s .~ ~~Y-·~.·:w~ ·::~~re ·>1:v!_in~·:~,i1 th~~-:~~c~-~d·f.1~~r·J-~~~~'\(p~t~ ' ... . 
' . : . . . . ..:- . .· . ... : . ' ' . . . -~ . . . - : .· .: .' . ·_ . . ' . ~· ''. ·. ' ..: . 
it was ·ent 1 rely ' screened', but. the ·dust; ' when it . was"n It I . - · ... 

. . '. ~. :':.. . .- · . .. ·.:.. ·~· ~ .... . : .· '; ·.i_ ..... . · •.· . . :· . . . · ' .·.. . . .- ~ . 
rai'rling, the dust was a. ter:rible·_prob1em'because of all .the· 

.. · .. .''·.·· ...... · .... . ,:- ' , '; - ''"':' · .~· .·, ~-. · · .. : .. r,-. ·,· _: ·~>· ... ··~· · .... . ···:'· . .. 
. . . horse ,manure th~ t · w~s· d~p~s i ~_ec:Lin ~he :s tre~t,s ,.and it :~u ·s ~ . got 

...... . . . ' ... 

..... 

· ' · .~·"chopped.to_. the · sinal1est :part1·c1es and it'd·drift rlght 
,• . . .· . . ' ·- . . 

" · th.rough\ th~_screens._ and we ~anaged, as . _ poo~ as we ~ere, 
. . . ,, \ ' ... ' 

. . ' ' -~ ""\6- • . : . . . . . 
, to · get a'i"°'\·lf'My:_ w~f~ w~s ·pregnant. 1 t turned out she wao;, 

· · pregnant·~. · . · ' 
.. ' 

Farley: Oh boy. . ·' . . . ~ 

Wh1 t lock: So ·we got a maid: .. And the maid had to sweep the floors about 
•. 

~very hour: ·or two, .and every t1me she ~d sweep up a dustpan . 

full that ~n~dulterated hqrse manure would come.right. through 
. . . 

the sere.en. · Hell of a place to· live. · Bl.It it tur.ns out 

that we were situated in the ·Navy yard, .. our ope_rat10ns situated 
. I 

rn tne r~avy yard, in the . same bu1 lding w1 th_ .the general service 

corrmunic:ators~ · And, as I :say, I got t11e_re rn Jufy and I stood 



' . 

' · 

~· · ; 

•" ,. 
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a few watches. Quite a few, actually, for a couple of 

months or so rn that building .. But 1 really don't · remember 

too much abo~t ~t . except 1 t was"-</~t~W.· a tern bl~_ pl~~c-e. 

It was a J.ittle cramped room and a l_ot of equipment, a lot of 
• • • I 

receivers in.it.···And the temperature, of course, in°.the Philippines 
. . . .~ . . ·. 

was ~nbearab)e to begi~ with. Jt ~as no( ~1r.cond1t1on~d. 
. . ~ . . :.:·. ·•. . .. , .· 

. .. :.The people _that ·w.e~.e .. ~n ther~w;~-~·ike:r ·o{peopi~· that . we~e·~ 
.. i~ there and the rece1vers~~s a rn1serab~-~~ pl~c~ .to . ·~·· ~ . ·: 

• • ·•• . • . • • .i_ ' • ....... . ' : .. , • · . • ·... • . 

· .· ~operate.· · Reception was not bad: :· ~llt the weld1rig machrnes and · . . "· 
" - ,· • • • •• • ., • : ; ; · • , • • • , · • :. • • , • :~ t • : • • r ~ ~ .. • 

stuff. 1°ike thal iri~ the Yard. ·rt-wa~ noisy. I was ·re.ally - · 1.. -· · ·.: · 

• '• .. • • I " • ' • • • f.. o • ·~ • • • • • •. : • .; ~ =' 
.· _· surpris'ed that we ~re 'able to hear any~hing, . but again.... -. . . . . .. . . . .· . . . . . ;- . . ~ .. - . 

. ·., .:· we had some darned good :·operators··.-· And J ;d liki tel" ~ention 
.. ";. ' • ~ • •• • • • I -:· I • I - L .. • . . • I .~ 

~~ . a couple. . ' . : ... : ·: . 
. ·. ." ,,. · .. , .. · . . 

... . .. .. 

·Farley:· Please. ·· , · , ;.r. · ~ ,. . ·~: ··~ ... ._ :· · ,.. . • ; . 

· · #otP1111."P CA1AI . . · . ·. Clt1µ . . · '. , : . . · · .. . . 
- ~h1tlock: ·"< Harql.d ~. Sh~fty ~- 1 be_lieve•he's dead .now, who was. 

... ,- ,.darned '2ood . . A~d ~~ h~d ano.the~ ~; t~e n~me ·of '-'~.o(l..)a.\ voo t" l, 
..-fa d'-,A~ LJ a.\voorJ .. · · · ._ .wro"~ · · 

. ~ ~a~r;~""l\ He lives in Sprrngf1eld. Virginia, now. 

.-: .. 

·Oh: . · · · 
. · · c11-1"· 

But he and Sh1fty ~were darned near as good as this guy, 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 
II. . . . 

Tropp, that I ment1oned. They were good operators. 

Farley: How do spell that Wal ... V-A-L. 

Wh1 tlock · Tt 's W-A-L-V-0-R-D.' And l only know him as ''Taft•. That 
~ I S \ ;._ t ~ c.,. r.+ • 

was the sign that he put on/.llo{'-i'li.'9...Lt:~o use taking' 

this down; 

-F a'rl ey: 
A: ti 

. t'lright. 

Whi t1 o'ck: See, each one of us had a signature, a two-character group 
.. ' 

I\ /I 

that ldentif1ed the traffic that we copied. His s1qn was TK and 

, .. 

..L --- ~ 
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" 

o ', I 

·" 
'f 
t• .• 

;'T ' , 

· .... · 

I! ,,., 

. ~13.<'~ 

that 
1 

s where he got f!"i~~.\,tPi eked up -t~e ~~ ~ ~:~d . s~a~ted 
off using OW and I'd been, ,fb~rogr7ss1ng a'bit~ I'd 

. . /~tu I-{ t t •8. ) . 
been in Hawa1i when I first got to ~~·1 guess perhap~, two 

6f>-:io-<=. ~ • . . ~eJl3fS 
or three months· and we got a letter from ftp-~ saying that:...,_,,...l>,~ ~ 7

' AD v 
· · . 5 · . · ~e., ,.,_._, · " .. · ,. : rr--:; ~ .. ,J tJJ,_lf · 

someone at ~tatiori H is using Chief w.:i.g~ ·sign. _DW. Here · '/Jlllt 
·. 

.. 
is th~ l 1st of s19ns that were _assign~~ at school; °'1. run down . 

I. I;'," ~I , ', ..... , . . 
the list and here's my sign, EW·, not ·ow.:· EW .... so my sign ._· .. . 

' . . , 
. \I $ 

. ' ever after that was EW. 
. ' . .. 

' · '!I-•• 
' -t •.· 

.-, .. 

Farley: 
.. 

Okay.'· go.od. " .. ... 
. ' . ' .· . 

I o o ' ' ~ o ' .- .... . ' 

Wh1 .tlock; ·. ·Well .. . At any rclte, i begun to .get more an_d mor;e . int~rested 
' o • ~ I : ' ' • I. • • .. . .. . . -

,· at thi~ point irl t~me' on the a'nalySJS side . of the enterprise.·~, I 

' ' • ' .I o : I •', • ~ O o • ' ~ l •• O , • •I ' 
0 

' • ' o .. : o ' . I -

0 

':JI!~ 
0 

· And. l
01

d 'come back after watch 'sometimes .fo ·look lt~v~bo\1~ . ._ .. 
. .. . . ' . ~ ' . , . . . ' . . : ' 

.. 
•,. 

'.through .the traffic :and work oil it. Lwas particularly 
• . .,· ·. 
interested 'at that. time in a series of weather messages'· ·" v ~ : . \..., 

,. ' "'· . f\ 1 ISIA''' K' I 

that wa~ being or1grnated by Japanese survey ship, the~~1-. 
And in each · of .·these weather messages they included their 

. . 
position, the position of the report. And she was conduct1ng 

· · J11u>V\.. ~ . --Pa..l'"c.C"el 
survey operations f'OUfKI around the ~a~"f.plslands which 

fh.1r1~rl. 
1s southeast · of -H+nafi.: And l'd sit down and played with 

-r-t 
th1s. And J solved 1t with a transposition. You J~~~.was 

().... simple transposition of these pos1tions in the weather 

message. 1 started tracking, plotting these pos1tions 

s" "-areas -he was surveying. 
,~e_ 

where he-was conduct 1ng the survey, the 
h"" 

And I had this pretty well la1d out. J had a track on hilff for 
~A~~e~5°1 

several /\f~~i So one day bundled 1t all up and took it over to 

the office which was over at the Marine pnson and this is where o'-'X 

off1cer in charge held forth at that time. lt was LtOCo~et~"i(oe.~4?\"'.' 
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'l(o.e_~V<" 
So I took this work of mine over t'o~ee Lt Gr.odef and he 

I ooked at it and found it very interesting and thanked me 

and that was all the~e · was to that. I was a little disappointed 
I' 

. yo1.1 know . . aut I kept on following ·this ship and the n'ext thing I 

know th~l ship we~t down and started surveying an area north 
. :·._:._. ....:.:- . . 

of A·\:.ot~\N.what 1 s. the island? Celebes, Celebes? 

Farley: Cebu? ·' . 

Whitlock: N.o, .no. · 

Farley: Celebes alright~ · Celebes yeah. .... . . 

Whitlock ': No, · no,' it wasn 1 t ~Celebes. What 1 s the island • ..,_tdh my word. 
• ' ' ·. 

Farley: . In ~he ehilipp1nes? 
i • I . : • ' 

Wh.1.tlock:· . . ··:. No·,- no.: · It;s not ·in the Phillppines . ..4U,\} want say .. 

Farley:·. 

~lh it 1 ock: 

Farley: . · 

Whitlock· 

Farley: 

Whitlock:. 

·Farley: 

whlt 1 ock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

' , . 

· ... . ·1~ the Ma~~halls? · "',,, ;1 , .. 
. .· ; 4C ..... 

... C~o~\~\~/; a_.cr~ss ~r~m(1{s::ga:.ore. L . -,-;o)' 
.o.bhta.-: ,.· _...,, - - . . _J LC ~\'to -C • :l ' i 

. ..· .. ·. !?~ '7 . 
.lt 1 s ·not .one of the Philippines 1slands. 

A. Du'tch •. ~ .• ? .. 

Well, that.!.s not unportant. I 1 ve Just got a block at the moment. 

But at · a~y rate, thi5 area was roughly between S1ngapore 

~nd t~e passage.; .. 
, · 

Madagasca'r area, was . it? 

No no. That•s farther .away. Tnat's the wrong dlrect1on. 

That's farther.a'way. My geography's gone too. 

. ~6vjJ&t1.,~A~\~ell, at any 'ra.te, this area,~~"'1f anyone had 
v-v . iti ; ' Sf n:.\ t.s 

left Singapore and . were headed ~or the ~t;,t\.~ south of 

LuA°on for access into. the Paci f 1 c, they 1 d tiad to go through . 

th1 s area \"here the ship was surveying. It didn 1 t occur to 

me at the time, this 'came later · But 1 went and got a chart 

· I 
' 

,• 
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of the area and looked at it and this guy was operat1ng. "'--! • • . I I 

in an area that/.U:tdti ,dotted lines all around 1t. Not safe 
I I 

for navigation. Dangerous waters. This guy was 1n there 

surveying this area. And r·may be·ahead of.myself,' out. 

when· Halsey•s·.t)j~ moment. came~out -there, that .is .where the .t: 
.. ' -~~ 

. Japanese Navy came from, from Singapore right. thrc»ugh. that .;> 
, . area. , :~hai~•d. -~~e clid rt~ out:~. ~ Jl,~ '\: · ~.a.l · • c \.. ._:, f ~ 1 . ,~-/: o ,.:t . . 

Farley: ·., ·· · (?) ·1h~ ._:~.al .. ~~c..~cz.~~ ;t ·:"~.\A.-\-·.-· ~ ... 
· · ·LitJ:I~ did .. we.-know. · -'· ... · ;. ·',·. . · · · ·

1 

• 

. ·-· .. · ' .. ··.,'. .. . -".· ... ·.:.&l' · .. :._ ._ ,_.> .. ~.:· ' ,:: .... ·· ;· .... . _. .. ..... :·. f 

Whi~loc.k .. : ~ .. · We pldn'\_t.~p~~~~A"~: ~~~ea_at _the-.t.1~~-· · >Bpt ~. ~his.-},s.; where: .. <; ... '.;· .. ·· .. , . 
,._ ........ . ·:.·· ' • ' • "': ~' .: 1'.'L. • "-.•:. '. :•, •"':'.' :, · I~' ....... •• " :' }fl , •• ,,:J •_• 

~. 

.. 

. ... ..: .. 
.• . . -

'' 

. ,. ·. I started to get int~r~sted .in the ~ana·lytica.1 ·:. side. of· ~t · .-. 
·-~·'.\>;.· ' . '· '>'.;·~· ~, ,7", .. :~ ... ~ • .· ... ~·A'·.;t . .'<:::"::.'.~ .;,:;:.. : ... , .. • . ,. ... 1 . 

' . · -.... and;.as . I"'say, "we got there·.in'July:.ana~rn·september . . '· · ·. 
;. . · ~ : . · .. : .· "'• ' .·. :. • , • .·'f'he,;, j.• .,,,' ·. ,, :-~, '• •1 •' , ... ·,:.·, ..... ~·.·.:· ,•' I ', ·~• • •• · ' ( • ' • ,\ , , • ~· 

- ;:>~ · ,~ :JttY1!!~~'1ia.i..~/~}41\~~-h~~u.'J .e~d m?~~e ... ~~-s:.'..~o~~t.ake:piac.e .to . ~< .f ._ 
' ' "" ' • , ' ,' ' • ' f "'"_,. ~7 I • , "' • ' • ' ,; ' , I ··· I< ,' I 11 ' ;.. I' •.' 

- '· . ~, ". . Corregi, do:.~ · W~ll. -~Y wife was.~'pregnan(.and'J had ... told : them-~ .. ,· . 

·: 'f -.~·-< · · ··~~c1~ when ; fi.rsl. ~e~~rte~ ·.~.b~·a~d . ~~~1::t·h~··t I ~an·~e~ ~!". 
I • ~ • o I' ' -. . -

.· _ . ., fo ·_ .~eave wheneve~· 1t was. time for her to del~ver . T ':ex pee ted ~ .. 
I 

. ., .. ·. 
.. ··- .. 

··"a l 1tt.le leave to take care of her· and t_h·ey assured· me that 

" . . 

" . 

··this WO!Jld be given to me. Well, they JT10Ved her to·~~~'?- cc;r'(etj iJ~v- • 
• ' r~ v' It e - f.i -4 .•' '··. i 

"".: 
' ' 

'. '· ,n· .. 

-~ . ., .. 
-. . 

.. . 

. . . 

~ . .... 

and to accorriodate my request. they left me in iil'\'..1~0 run the 
('ar\2l.Cao, ·SoV\t:tlelf · r 

OF operation at ("81lllc\ l t..~ t~ Pd int. Not to run it. 
_ po~r . · 

but as one of the operators. And they sent.Aold Req Mason, . 

who had befriended us when we got there, sent him .out- to ~do't.:" 
And he was mad as he could be at rne unt 1 l he found out that · T 

f o Jo Loi·, th, ~t ~ 4 ua s · 
}\had nothrng/eally.r.C'\l.t,rwas'-OOt my decision. 1 had nothing 

to do w1th it. Because he thought out of all the years 1n 

the Navy, he was finally getting a break.· Everybody else 
r..11.L ~~ c.,(.,. (>C" Ao('" 

had gone to 't1'r'4\Y~lJW).and at that time you couldn't take 
• .1d ~: (' ,•H 1' C\ I! 6< 

dependents to po'\-~,gjida.n and here he was sit tl ng fat and 
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happy rn fuNlooa~ the Of site. He was 9~rn9 to be able 

to 11ve home w1th ·his w1fe, ~ulk~\ He was· getting a 
' . . . 

p " ' I -' I 

break and doggone if they d1dn 1 t Jerk the rug out1rcim under him, ,.··· 
. . . CVL c:'H ( .P.'f ,JtH' .·.. . I •. ' . . : 

transfered ~1.~ to ·e~r 'Jt9):UOf1\ln my place and glVe .m_e the job.' .. ~ ·: ·:,~ : 

at J1. :.4\:-<iJfa; . Ca."'~" a• · · 'i ·. '- .: · · . · • . < · •. .]"'":~ 
Why d1d the ~avy move to~ot11· CNf'~ 1J0r · :: . . '.: .. .. . ~ ~- · )~1 
Why did .they. move? ·, .· : ·! .. ~: :)_~;~: 

<M • • I.·. I I • . • ' .·.: • .,. 

Yes sir. :..•~" "", 
: ~ 

.. Wel r;· ·th~re is. a d~cumen.t. out. ~~-1\i~ ~l~'7\ that 
• . "=' 

pr~vide~ . the background'much better than I can. ·. ·. 

·I ··m sure ... you·~·e seen· it. 1 'm sure you've seen this. 

· Th 1 s · ;'s l t. · I .i ve heard . of . it, ·yes. . ; . .. '• 

·. - ~~ . 
I,• .I' . . ...... . 

It· sort of glVes .the background in' there much better than 
. : . . -n,a.i Is . s R ft - I 8 0) . . 

can glVe. ltt ttrat*'S-~~ so I know it's available. 

... :·_~. ~ '-;·:· ::<. ··.-~. 
~ , .. ' .. 

r · - ' I• . 
I . . '. \ 

I :• '-
' . ,, 
" . . . ·:~· .-

f •·• 
I• I, ' ' 

~ 
' . "' . .. 

. . ~ ,· . 
... .. ' ....... .. 

', - ~ 

Farley: 
. . . .. J~f.l""::o~·.~~ e~ . f\ \\ 

~o ~~~s \'f~S/\...by Russ Flshe·r. Okay .. 11right sir, then I' 11 
.. ·,.,;.· .. 

Whitlock: 

Farley:· 

Whitlock: 

·Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

... 

' . 
refer "to that. 

Yeah, I think that would be better. 

I Just wanted it in your words on the tape ~~~~1f you can 

summarize l t, fine. · 

I think that the ultimate move out there culminated 

: . 
: .. 

" . . .,, . 

... : 
from d .long search for a permanent site. .. . . . . . 1; 

bE! '-c:i "'- s e "rli(' ''- l I L• · C \. -t"'tft' .< ~·\'\ \_~c. e pf· -r. • +~.: _;;_.~ . 
Was · 1t~eUer'"\caJ-l._~J .... ~~ _;." .. ': · u' ~v .a µ • ·' 

' - . 
There we re con SI der• t 1 ons other than . tna t1 L • h·, '~·; f-h~ f · · . : :1.¥;~ 

went into it. Log1st1cs was a terrible problem. How : .. .. ·.«:~ 

Not really. 

do you support a unit? They tr1ed for a while to suppor~ · 
1)3..Taa.V\.. 

1t over in Bat-am They tned _it up at 5l'b1c Bay. And it was. 

nothing but headaches. T~ey c'ouldn 1 t get the traff1c in and 

. . -·~ .; ... / 
· . . .. . ·.~: ,, 

. . . f.1r1-· 
• I'> .. , .. . 

~ ;.• l ',, 
') ~· ... _ 

rt~·} 
,+ ~~I . ; .· .. . , ,~ 

· · t~ ·,,. . ,; 
. . ' l,\ ·. "'· 

. . " . •,,.·~") 
·r-. -
;". ·i 

. '~- . 
- , .. ' ., .. - ( . . . 

.... . ~ I I i 
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.-~ Fa.rl ey: 

· . Wh i t 1 oc ~ : 

~ " ' ·' 
.. 

... ~ .. r-' 

Farley: 

~· · Wh i t I oc k : .. 
~ , . . 

_- ,_ · _·: ~arley: 
. ' 

r. . . • 
,· -.· .. ·. 

Whitlock: 
r:. 

r: 

t .• • . .' . 

~"'· . : ·' . . 
~ ; .. ... ·. ·,, 

:~f·· . ·,-· ,_..: ·. 
s ":"' • I '· 

-~----. 

n- l)"-.$ 

get 1t out. They-we~Just a pa1n in the neck .. We was 

al so ha v rng t roub I e w1 th the Army who con.t ro 11 ed ~hell a'..11 ~ E.. . {..a.I~, 0 L~· 
area. We were hav1n9 trouble gett1ng the Anny to agree to let 

us lJSe anything that was rn the . Army sector. o~ control. 

That was another problem . All of this is covered pretty 
S-(lH 1 go. ~~ · 

much RH JOO-.- So .t'tfe '~9~-\...4.T~.ult.lmate decision to bu1 l d 
· _ ,Ae,,/J_ Co-rv-•U(, ~or . 

a tunnel on J..01V~4.r~nd move there depended upon _the 

things more bas1c really than quality of intercept. 
A\( 
Mr1ght1 f1ne. ( ''t: . . ct"• e. 

stayed on rn,,ttvt.~.until my w1fewas evacuated in· · 

November. And I returned home ~ram putt~ng her ~ on the ship, 
.. 

and 1 t was -~e\.d.fL'ltbe-:\4'\.-i~~1 the Monterey. Monterey?_ - . 

Yeah, that was sa1ling in the Pacific then .. 
.. 

J bel1eve it was the Monterey. -
Was she evacua led ·because· she -~ls /l_bct,c<(.u·s1i~had JUS_t 

g1ven pa#JU.' b t ;~ -~ 
A 

No. No. No, 4,Lt..What had happened was that the /dm1ral out 

there, Admira 1 LAAdiart 0 Admi r~l Hart · ~ad ordered the evacua t 1on 

of all Navy dependents from the As1at1c station. ·y th1nk 1t 

was 1n October of 1940. And we d1scovered rather acc1dently 

,. , . 

:rt 
that my w1fe was on the sailing l1st 1 was on a Sunday, and wt. ·· 

~ " '] e · d h found out w was scheduled to leave on a Wednesday. An t at 
... ~ r 

we wereA officially not1f1ed. The ~·~~\;.\:~'1Je'(ornmand_an~ 

of the 16th Naval D1str1ct had turned the JOb of 

.. · evacuat1ng dependents or not1fy1ng dependents over to the chapla1n, 
' . 

. of all things. And he couldn't find where we were liv1ng so 

we never got the word. And Just one of the people we were 

talking to sa1d that she saw the !1st and that rny wife was 
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on the 11st to be.evacuated Wednesday and this was "" ~ 
. . S, ~\c(. · · 

Sunday afternoon,. 9~ffi'<le1.the sh1p was going to · l' . · 1 

ft 
.

~ ~ o"\ ·a~d . ·4 :1J ·· .· rtJ'•, S"a..W'o..iL ~"' v'a.V"LflU.S 
Australia, Yfli, ~d!A:.1.. · · , and some of .. these ·. · ,' 

. . . . . .· , .. · . . . •. ; }\er~ . 
Sll.,..A·v~·other P.lac.es,: she h~d.tO'have a p~~~po,rt. Well h~ we 1 re~ 

.. · . · C"tiv1t~J.1.c->. ·. ·" · · · . ~S\I, · .· · 
: · · . . ~ . sitt~ng ~n Caf--1-~and .·we .. ·h~~ .. to~ go_;~? .the : . --~~or -t~~· ,\( .· · ... 

lA)a ':> ( ,· · · 7- · ~ · . . 1 • · -. (. .:: J,·A /Jt ."_; ~"''\A.. \ VL 
~.-- · ~it the_ · embas~~:,~Yea~ .. i! was t~c:_ ... ~pas.sy.,~ fa~:~~..£...-, . ',. 

. ' . . .. , . . . . Li)-e. . . ·- •I". . , . , . • , • . - '· 

·- · ~rder t~ . ~€t"t1er r~~~~or(~~jus~. ~a~~.1~.~mad~.·-,t;~~y·t~~ ·(: ;_: ., -'. .. :·_·~ '•'. 

_:~kin of o~r teeth an.d l "got :~er aboard ·_shiP.:~-nd urider:':way1;. ""'~.' :··.. ···::.-_ .. ', .. 
'. • . '·:· \i\.-OIAS·e.· '.' · '·~-.\-_··"I·~ ta . .. ,' ' .... ' 

,. ' • . I " • ' • • I ,.. - \ 

,".7" -.: ·~./n~ . :1 .·~o~ . ~a~k-. _to_ -~-,.~-~~~ 11ttl~' ~~e.w~t'.'·e.·: :~ 1-~ ~d~a~ _·: .... · -.·. . 
....... W" ' ' ~," 'I ·• '•' r .: ' • ',., , •~)I • , .... ,. ....... "" I.. "\ .~~~- >11""' •' : '• • ' ~.._I• ~ 

.·· _ .. r.tired·an~ here'~s ' a".little note flu'tterin9_on the, screen . door·~-·::-~ .... ~ ...... 
,lf_~·\, ·· ~·. - . . &mt· .• • •, , : - :. · ·;~ :.· r. •'., ,,;, ~ ·:~~"' ·.• , " 

·:: .. ·~ '. 1~hitlock'~·." report to" Cb~r;gedor;~on;orro\'/m0rhin_g·~~ .Affd1t1e'f't~ ... · .. · .·: .. •;, 
- .. . ... •• .. - ·: . r' .s~--e. .... . . ,. -.. . · . . -.· : . . . . 
.·· .. ·: ·.~ .. ~o~~-tt~i~as'.lim~ted ~~ wha~ ~-h~~:·e:'ou _ld_._~ake. :, _. .··~.> ,·· 
• t ... . . ,. ·• :...·' ' • ,.. ' • • .. - • • • • • • ~ .. 

' ... ····"'::''aboar.d:the .ship.· ·I..had trunks of her stuff..- 1 had al1 · .·· 
. . . - ... •,.1.: . ·.· . ·. ,,,.. . ......... .- ' . :· . .~. i '. . .. 

. ··~" ''.~?t o~_r. stuf~Ds.·it_tin·~:_t_h~re.· What the _hel,l.am I .going to do 

.. .. 

Far1ey: 

Whit lo.ck. 

w1 th . :1t?· .. i ~f I· got the ma 1d and 1. said,' 11 1 don 1 t know when 
.. • ~ . '&.. .... • ·, .: ... • . • • • • 

;• . I '.11 be ba·c~, ··~.ut y~u sit here in th 1 s house and don 1 t .. . 
' you 1et a·soul in· here unless 1t 1s someone tha·t T know." 

·-: f\e·~~bov- · 
Well, the next do?r"later told me that she figured that that 

. ' c. 0 I fl. St ~ J ~ • ~ 
.maid must hav~. :f1gure~ I knew . ~very plaee "fl driver rn .{&£.tittA~ .fa..·~·-\~ 

~. ·~w~~ because she was runnrng a gorng bu~. iness over there. 

Oh yeah? 
, ·Co",..'°1'J" .. 

went ·to Ji\r4,,L~~1 and when I f 1 rs t 
,~ '"-- 'l>(. . . 

st1llr1Lj\. And they had set up a DT 

But at any rate, 

.. got out there I· was 

way out on Monkey Po1nt where·the point na~rowed right down 

to where you could almost fall off either side of 1t. And 

we were operating out there. · I 1ve kind of forgotten who I 
" . (,\.·h· LJA.<i 

think Willis was the chief that,tC~V1ce president in charge 

t 
\ . 

of th1s,u,;S1d B~rnett come in later, I think, to take ove1· 
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... 

·Farley:' 

the DF func t 10ns out. there. But in add 1t1 on to the OT, -+ht\ 

1"fl!i€~ decided to rn5tal.l a DY. And this was instai led_ up at the 
I< ""t\ 1~ i . . . 

end of the K:ulJ.ey Field Air Str"1p, which was the air s'tr1p . . 
... . . 

Just above t~e. tunn~ lDft Oh maybe1 .three .qua rte rs of· a m11 e. from 

the ba~k tunnel entrance. Well this.DY was set on a sort,of 

. ~~·.'\.s{t5\!'t..~lta ~latfonn. ~f( the. ground. Th.e platfonn 

was JUSt. ~bo~t le~el .:with -~he··~op ~f th~·~~;~ 1.e ·, ~.~ 
·sh~ubbery around.~· So:you could climb up;·and cr~wl into'th~s.· . :Lt .. ' .- . '... . . ' '. ·. 

" -.·. ·\-~~as. a cov~r~('th i·~n~ ~ ·.You· ~:rawl up th~re ~nd, of course,· 
. . . '· . ' . '.1 . . ~ . . . . . ·,· . . . ., , •. 

'· ·wit.h the· signals ard.-all 'the·noi~e and. stuff you couldn 1 t 
' , , ' • 1 • ~ ., I • ' , • , ' • • • , 

h~a~ --~~ything·~go1~g-'· dn·,·:~~t~'_ide.':-·vou w~;r~.out the.te al'i' 
": .' ',I"' •, ' :•: ,o' • ............ ' ·,, a ·~·.=!< J•;" : . ~ '•·:···>··· ' l., ·~~·· - , .· . ' . 

.. by yourself-.. :.1t:was kind 'of ·an·e~rie.'feelin·g,'.b.el1eve me. 

:::1 cii~ /'i :-:;, · ;~: ;:·.: ·. ..• ~:~ :.<: _·:?: > . : · .. < ·: .· :; . . • 

.Whitlo~k: "And·I··was:out·ther~·one ri1ght .. standing 'the.watch.on· 
• r • •: ',,., , I • 

1 
10 

' !" ,• : • '•, ! ' • • .. :~ • .. '··.I. : ' 

' . 

. ·, .-.··tha~ DY which we were checking o'u°t" .. lf"wc:isn 1 t'work.in<j 
... - • I • • ' ..::.~ • ' ' ' 

ri.ght.a~d-~e _"c.oulan 1 t .. fi~ur~ .. ~ut·why. And J
0

ust get~rng 
· .. · n~where with .ft~ .. I coul.d get the signals alright, but ··· . . - .· . .. . . . 

,. 

And I ·su~d~~ll heard a blood curdling scream. God, 1t Just 

made the hair stand right up On the back of my neck. And 

turned the receiver off to see what the heck was going on, 
v,"sui).l1:ie" b ril 0 

could Just visul:a:i.i'-e somebody getting a bowj\ through the neck. 

Sort of wo'und 
. . 

And God. stuck up in a gurgle, you know. I 

my head out the tent and looked around and not a soul~ in s1ght. 
y;.. \1 \ ,·Y\~ 

Pretty soon the bushes started ra-t-t:-1-e~ and out wa 1 ks a deer. 

""" 

, ·' 

I· 

And had always thought that~deer was a mute. This bugge~ wasn't. 

Boy 

z§fclLt"f ' ( V ' ' a 
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Fdrl ey: · 

Wh1 t lock: 

VV' ~ \~ ' ¥\ '\. 

The deer~ . ~-he noises? 

It was the .deer making thdt noise. It was a blood curdling 

noise. ·: (laugh) 

· · ' ' · We 11 ·,' thc1_t ~a sn 1 ~ the only hazard there. Coming back the DT .. 
s~t~,· t~~~e ~as:a pretty steep climb up the rldge. 
' . I . 

And I was . . · .. 
. . ~· · : .· ·. · , coming back up there one day and I looked up and here's a b1g' .. ·: .. : . . Jl . ~\OVl;iof'" · . ·-•" 

·" · · . .: . . . old nlf-;'*."'1,.1~ lizard, Just about eye level rlght in front of me. 
. ·. . .- . I 

.... .. -·· ~· 

: ~ · : 

. ( . . 
~ . .. . .. . ... ·. . . . .. 
..... .,,,: . ~' . - : 
-· _ '. F~~~ ey: · 

• I · 
;· .. -:' 

,·· ·.- , .. .. • . ··l · .... · -
· j ' " ••• . . ' 

:~M. ~£·- ; . . . .. ... ~ .. 
. ;,,1.~ Wh"i t l od: ·. 

.:.-.. ~· . . . . . ·' 
I ... . ' • 

·~· · , ·Farfey.: : -. 
rt~ l· ~ ~ - ... : . .. ·. ,.. . 
· ~-·.,:. · ,Wtii.t 1 ock: 
' -: :i.·'°· • . . . 
·.:.:, . ~--... . . . . . . . , · > .~··Fa .1 ry : · 
... , ~·-... p, . - · . • 
...... .:... r ~ : . . . 1- r • . . ,.. .. ~ , .. _. . . . .. 
~~- ~ "J 

.·) ' .. 
~": . . ' Wh i t l oc k : 

•,.' L 

' ~ ' . 

... 

.. J don 1 t who was scared 

went the other, boy. 

the most. He went one direction and 
t~'\'\ff' 

And that;JG~e; was four or five feet 

long.if he was an 1nch . 

Oh good. Were you able to, based on the analysis of · 

Japanese intercept compared with Guam and then the Philippines, 

were you able to estimate that things were · not right.and 

something was developing? 

Well~ I'm leading up to that . 

: I sorry. l 1m sorry. 

I'm leading up to that. 

That's fine. That's great. 

overlook that part . 

JUSt dldn't want you to 

No, no indeed. No. didn't stay out on th1s project too 

helping h11n. He had a yeoman or b.to", crypto clerks, but he also 

' · 

. . . · .. .. ·. 
I • ~ I I of' .· .. -

._ .. 

.. ' 

' . 

.. 
· - - -..l. 
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'1.Ji.6 
had a rad1oman or two. And one of them was Rex Jewe't. who had 

put together a -f1l;ng syiiem;on ~il the technical data·that 
. 'f'ur-€ . 

he could lay hls hands on-that only Rex ..i.eWe-r knew how to use. 
' 

.. "Nobody ·else .ever:.could figure out his fl ling system and af,ter 
I' • 

R~x deparied ·~i-t· ·-~as jet ti sonei. · · B~t · ~ t· an-y rate, _he .-~as . 
.. . . . . ·~ . • , . . . . " I 

over-there ... And·'then.the~~.wa~· another gentleman .by the-n~-fue of 
.. "~. ·~ ... ~·. ·~1,•,\:··,·,~ II.·.·,·:~ ...... ~~·.·.·'"'.·,: .. ":" ',•' i ' ' I 

··~ Charlie J~ffers·on-~ohns, who .. ;hacf·.started working"rn thi.s- :: . 
•• ";, ,• '' ·, '• .. '·•i '.: • ' ... •' • ' ' ',-I,"• ~'\-~,. I : •'" • ' ' • ,·' ' ... I'• ; ' ' ,1 

·area.. . And :j"•'(j become. very fr:j end.ly. wi·t1~>Ctiarl ie ·beca·u-~e·.Jietaml.·.Y- .. --

. ~~~i{~bbl),.h; ·~-a~oL~'.,-~;-~i·~~,~~a~~~:·'.~~;~. a~d- ~j ~·i f~~:~.~.r.e~: .. ·1,~_-4<; i 
i . -, JI '·..:,:.- --· ·,:. .. ~~ ......... ·Ca.v1T~. ,, ... - ,-.. · 

·. o'ut ·in· th;i.~):~~:a~ad~e.~~1f~nme~.i_- ~.h~_~; w~.:w~re in/\Ga.J;~: ·~e .. -
. , , ~ \.:~ ~':-.ii~"". : ','ii.,' ;.; •': ; '~-, .:J..,~,' , '-. , , , '.., • I~;• --'"

1
0 . ·,,, ' 

wer~. next· door .·n.eighbor;s and'. played ca·rds.i.and ~his sort ',Pf ·stuff~ . . . . _l'·-· -·:-·..;; ·-< ·.·-- .:: ... ·:-- ... ,.~!··_; .. ~i):lf:i~· -i:e.nl~.Jo...-· .. -~. ·. :"·:;.;. 
, ft> l{r)~,. .·-.-~o .• : .. ~h~.n we,~~~vfd 

0.;fo ~rl8)i~~.~. h~-.~~s~:~~~·~t1e:_. :. :.··.<<;.I ,I • -
·. •I ..... ( "ii 1;..• •, • •: :• '"l°':'-.:"1" t':' .,-:..1·,':\• ~ .. '.',-1,1 •.. ·.·' .if'.:._,~.·,,_ I ' ·.I ,. .. ~ ~ !: ,' '_·.. 'J 

office par.t-of .the tunnel-~ '·AgaJn'", sorting ·traffic, wrapping -it. ·' .. 
• -- -:··.··.·: >q·,~:::..'<· ..... :~:r' .::··.>.~; ·.'. ~~>•, ··.~.--;·_, ~~,f;·.-: '.,.-,- !• ,•,'' •>.• 

doing the-techn1cal analysis of'.1L.: .... And he had.as ati ~ass·istant.·:··~ ·· 
. . ' .·/·. (iJ"'- ,• ': .~ . .-- .. · '.---~ '··~' :-._-... '.'"-.~!-. ··.:· ' . . ' ..... --- .--1: -.... - .. : 

Ted H~o~er: ··-~I.•-,. i_~- the- me~~t im~ ,.:~~ad.'departe.~r~: -~u.t Nii# . -! -. ' 
• • ' • l ' , I - , II' , " • · • , t • . " 

1
, , 

~e'k··ttt>t~uu.~~th :: of I t_he'se··~~n ~.;.both. J~hns. a.~ci_,.,Hq6~e~, ~~r~:· i n_t~~cep~t: ·:.~ 
~p~rato~; .. that: ha.d·been 'tak~n ,·nto t'he off ice: And .there ,,: - ·- . 

• • • . . ' t 
,... .. - . . .. . . ' 

.. · wa~, perhaps }5, l~ full-fledged clerks in the _off1_ce, yeomen, · .i.::-· -
· • · .- - - ''i-_ C. o Yl'I p le •"' P 111 L -

c r~pt aria :1 yt i ~ ·.de rk_s , as we 1_1 0 -5· the a if I ce r ~,r'i>ilt,I. wH I ch 

'you have records: of.' 
~ .... ,. ... . . 
. -~ ... Farley: Yes . 

.. . . ·-_.· . .... . . . 

:---~.~::Whitlock·: 
!~--- ~ :-· . . 

'· L'., • . 
;·· .. ·:..._.~:· . . . ' 
.,,. .. 
:;.- ' _;: _.,'. ·_' . 
":r-· . . , 
·~ I o I • •• : •• 

'.l '"I' 

i·' ', I I ~· • • 

,.'' I 

.. .... 
".: . . -

' . 

' , 
But.they were only .two intercept operators work1ng 1n there. 

A,c\!,,c\~·V\LU~O"Tney had .me /J>' bring fo· another 1~~ercept 
operat~r to work in tnat are~ and Johhs managed td~et m~ in there. 

· · . · . · · '!1.i C'o~·rt~jJoY"' 
So .t~1 s 1 s w~ere my Df experience on Wr~lil9f.do~ cam~ to a ha It. 

So when I first went in to ~ork w1ih Johns and Hoover, I was 

do1ng qu1te- a lot of the leg work. We'd set up files on call s1qn~ 

• . 

• ... 

I 
. I 

.1 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
l 
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._ .. 

' . 

"':-. ~· 

·~ 
.~· .. 
';\ . · .. 

so that we could keep mes5ages together that referred 

'to ~~'V\,Q ships. It was a pretty primitive system/~ but lt 

worked after a fash10n and there was a lot of s9rt mg and fi 1 !ng ., 

to· be done. And ~ were pr.educing a monthly. repo"~t that. was. 

pretty technical.· .It was pretty rn~ch lik; the reports. we. 

. . . , -~re f;lrn~ iii H•~·~~ a?~ in}~·~~~. it 'was pr~b~bl~,fil~~\;~·Jb.iA, 
eJi'I' ~).l'.i>J\.. .~i:e~k.rng.·: ~~ _lt_._wa_~ ?._~~~h b.i?.~er )_nt:·:c~pt:. opera·t'io.~ 

.. 

than either ·H~~~-~i o: _Guam. ·~~he r.~~-~.~y-~a~l'l~'.ch, inuch ..... "· .... ~ . 
• ~ llo ' • ' I <. •' • • , "' • • ' ." ' •:' \ 

1 
I ' ' ) ... • , • ' 

. bigger'·report.. It .was the. same.'.type" of stuff·. There· was JUSt . - ·. 
·,, . . .. " . .. ... . . · . ' · : : ~: --~~ •iJ.:~U 1t:~"s

0

S' .. '._ • · • • • ": · ,: .. 

.. mg.r:e rn :-.it. \-Call· sig~. ~~cov·eries:-,Ctr-~.i~.~e~o~eri~~~ ... · ·· ··: _ ..... 

.. frequendes~j11ocat1ons and ttns .. lyp_e;· ... 'h.rwas this type ·~f, ." .. ;·· '· 
• ••• -~ ' • • • • •• ~- • ' • 1 :·'; • • : .• • _··. .~... • ••• .. ... • • • ·: • ·.:· ~ .... ~ • .. • •• • • 

· · work. So I hadn't been .rn·there too long;. and I don't . · .. _ · 
" • • . . .' '·.,, • ,.,.:;;~I • • . ... : '71, • • •• ,. ', 

rerilember~· i. went rn ther~· probabl°i i~ December. ~f .1940.· · ·Jt. ·; > 
' I ' : ' ' ' • I • • ' • ' 0 o ' ' ' • • • ' o .. ~ 

~· was'..arourid rn· December.· ··we~l, ·abouCthis ··t1me, we had an··· .. · 
' .: :- ; . . . . .. · ~ . . -·. ·. . - . ( . 

·~··officer com_· e down ·fr~m ,the. flag ship," from· Admiral."Hart's; .. ::- ·:.· -
" .. f"he. . . . 

· · flag ship, who was winding up a· tour as·~ CJ officer. And 
"A.. . . .. 

this off1cer was 't'h~ 1_1eutenant by the name of Jefferson .. 
Dennis. Well, the·desk next to rn1ne

1
was a desk next to mine 

et 
in the tunnel off1ce, Dennis come to Corrfgfdor and he took over 

th1s desk and he was there Just waiting for transportation. 

He wound up his tour and been relieved and he come down there 

Just putting 1n his time wait1ng for the next transport. Well, 
.. 

I sat there and watched Denn1s; And Denn1s would get the stack 
He · J. 

of traff1c and he'd go through ltf ~'1 ripple through lt._ He'd 

tear off little pieces of paper and stick lt here and then he'd 

flip 1t over and tear off another piece of paper and st1ck it here . 

He'd g6 through the whole stack of traffic like th1s and then pretty 
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. , 

. --·. 
.-: 
. . 

<. 

'·· 

:t iJ_, 

soon he may go thro"gh~ couple times and look at these piece 

of paper. Of course, .ut~a\.~~~~it was all in chrono1ogical 

order for packaging• ~Mw . . So he woul dn 1 t puil it out. He 
J11.~t . 

had ~ f1 i pped bac.k and forth look mg at it. We hadn 1 t got our . 
. ·. J 011.r o ( · . · 

copy ~.it yet.: .. I watched ,him doing this and then he looked 
'. . 

through ther·e and finally he pushed it as1de and he'd start writing, 
" . .,, ' 

He was ,Putt mg ou~ a small intelligence summary on the bas.is · 
. ' 

of his fraffi~ ana1ysis' . .. Well; l 1d thought 'he id invented the idea 
. ~ .. . . . . . ' . .. .· . . ' ' . . .• . . ,_ ·. . . . : 

~fu\..Jnf\ame'1J.~-~O").~gi..1t_ 1 f ·he ·di_ dn 1 t .invent :' . , . 
• • • • · ,· . • • • ' .. ' • • • Lo • ' • • • 

. it, he came .'close 'to being one ·o( th~ -~.fr~t o~es in. it. 
~ ·,·. 

• • :" . ... • • .~, . ·~: • • • : . ' • • .. . >- ' .. • 

And "this looked real' rnterest .ing -to' me., so· I understudied him for· : 
' ' ... ' . ... ·. ... . ·. . ·~ . . .. . .. . . . . . _.. . ... 

·<: . . .... a w~1·1e.· I w~tc~e~ h.1~, ~·nd r~d~h~~W~f: tha~ __ he _:~as · ~riti~?· . ., 

... · ~ <~nd. so mie day 1 fi.gured .I 1 d1 .... ~Ult. it_ gr~dual.ly grew me on 'it. :· > . . . . . 1'~- J .... J.. .. 
.. ,.. ' .. • . • 'Iii'- "' .. .. . 

·' 

,1. . kept . trying, you· know, . Jock rng and makrngmj\putting tQ?ether .. · . 
. ' . ' . 

two and two in my mind, but not really putting'it down . , 
. ~ 

for publication or anything. And then one day )·come a~ross 

'something after he'd been through the traffic. · I was going 

through there and J come up w1th someth1ng. And I sat down and I 

studied 1t and f1nally J got these pieces of traffic together 

and I went over to Dennis. And J said, ~vou know what? It 

looks to me from this traff1c that there's a division in 

Japanese destroyers that are gorn.g to be going from ·A~' -(a. \'l L.o 
J I.' St \I'"" l e,-

down to Palau. From that traffic hea~~ngs, the de-s~eer 

"'.... .. • a ".l '""''"ii~J.-;r .. ~ a"' ! · 
.d 1 vis 10n s i n the re ~')'<1f;l~il: "'1¢-IPlO · Pa I a"• afl<I 

~gosh, this division of Aestroyers were going to go down 
w~tl. "ike ..r~~ 

there. 5o l went over t.t>-1otiow1.·~p1eces of traff1c r had w1th 
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" 

Denn1s. And Oenn1s looked at it and looked at it and sat 

back and said, ·•well." He said, "lt 1 s rnterestrng. But I 

don't think that 1 s what 1 s going ~o happen because that 1 s , t \ 
.~ A k\-.1ft.:M J, Su.. r ra r" (' d 

not the way that Palau 1s usually . .11 /\ ,,,·.Ll""u~1~ . 
-<1 ' !.( s 1.4. ~ " LI ' .... ' 
.- \n.e.'\ /\.w1l I come down through Saipan, !ruk,_ t_hen out to Pala_u .. They.· 

Farley: . 

" Whitlock 

' . 

;Farley: 

Whitlock. 

just don 1 t ever come down from Taiwan and go to Palau. 11 He 
I 

said, ·.'.'Ver/interesting, but I don 1t think tha_t•s - ~hat it .· · -

means> ~·W~l·l ,· i ~as crus.hed." ·. ;WO d~ys l
0

ater.·t~e P~-Ys",'spotted 
. ·... . ' . 

·~ · the di.visio~ of''Japa.nes·e deslro~ers.~as~·of.the.Phil1.pprn_~s·' 
' I o ~ ..,. •" • ' '. ' I ', ', ~ • .. • ' p ' .. o - ~' 

headed:for Palau. ·And from.that day.on I star.led w~.iting_\ ;~ ' .. : · 
' ' r • • I ' ' ' .. , "', I • I "" •1' f II II• 'I'• P' - -, • -

rnte 11 i gence sunma ri es~ · ··~~- .: ~. - · ·'· . 
. . -~ .. .. . . • : . 1 .. : ':. ~ 

He dra.fted you then. ·" .• . ' · · · "' ·; · .: ', \ .-. 
..· A\\ . . . ,· ._, ... · . '. :~ . ..: . : . I ; 

· (.gatl~lr1ght sir, let 1 s P,1Ck 1t up ·right .,ther~ ~gain. ·.,.,A _· .. , 
fl'.~ '. ' 
.1~\n_g~t. Well I think.it.might be weJl at this point to touch· -. 

a little bit upon the analybc~l techniques th~t~e~~ .... ~- -~x~el(lrej-
·Please. 

pbe()op1clt And what made 1t possible for us to do these 

things. The key to the whole thing, of course, was call 

sign recoveries and the ab1l1ty fo.J~~'o\/. to correctly 

identify the call signs. We had a fairly good understanding 

of their fleet organization that had been built up during the 

years when they weren 1 t using encoded call signs. They were 
+ ...... 

actually ~.srn9A_na'!1es of the orga.~j_~at1ons. 
~ "'-c.\\.1 RI.\. · S'e .... ra..1. L) 

This is before my 

' '-

time. ,A'kutl\_~s:i1lj:.t, Jil:t~"a.Pane\_e't, ~'bi~·. a destroyer squadron. 

But they had used this and we 1 d built up a good record of 

the ships, what d1vis1onsthey were in, what their fleet 

organ1zat1on wa5. So we had this as collateral as background 
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:~. . . 
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.. . '~ 

.• ·. . 

, ... ·. 

,: ...... 
f~-:-

" ., 

I' 
',I t, 

.... , . 

'~ ..... _ 
~- . 

... ~ ...: . 

.. . 
_., 

. ,; 

.· 

to help us when we went about analyzing (A¥-our traffic. 

And this was a great help. We'd get so fam1liar with the 
~ • • • ,• ' ' ' • " I • 

.organi.~ation tha~ o~ce ~hen .they changed cal~ s1gns1'·. 
• ~· ' 

0
' • • ',r 

0 

0 

• 
1 

• ., I • 
1 

~~.s~~we-could 'see the organ:ization under-_ 
-·~: •••• ~ - •• • ~ ... -: .... I .:_...:. ,,. ·: • -~·,. • •••• ...... -~~ ~ I~. . ,.. ~ .. ·. 

·.'· lying these·new.c·a11 s1gns.iu1d.immedrntely start identifying the 
,• •I'.-: I ' • o. ', I'" I ' -'" ..,.., • ',,, ~- • •.:· " • • • ..... . . .. .. -

.... .,.-·ships and ~ni.t~; under the· n~~:call signs:. ~ .. ~-~d" ~here .was a_l,so .: .. ;_ ·' 
' . ~ '? 

.· .. · :p:ractices ori-·th~.part of th~ Japanese.'tha.t made.life 'raji,rl.Y .. · .. ·~ 
' ;. • ' • • • • • ··; ' ~· • ' ':' ~ " 'I . ' • '• • : ' .• ., f ;·, .' ,;.~ /_"I ~ .. < .,; 

· < ..... ·· easy.·fo.r us toot af°t imes.·. _They. _had some bad· habit's: .. They·· .. ·• ·:·· ~-~;;·; ~· , 
I' • I '" ' I -~ ' ' o " "",. I r ' ' ' ' • '.I I '"" ' - lo' ,,. • •.., - • ''• ' ' " ...... ' 

'·, 

.:~·Would~-:" for.example, when they had a c1rcular mess_ag~.go_ing"!_<. -;·.,··:····~-~ .. - . ..:;.-' ' . 
~. 

1 

• ':· 
1

• : ~.-· 1 

1 

", : •' 

1 

• -· •' , • / ·~ "., ~.. ~·~·, ,,.,-~A~ _,l..· ... ·, 

o~t to all the Naval districts, .for example. ·rhey had a se~ order~·.· · {·•.·, 
· · · . . . ·. . 'i:149',JtlJ. \I., R. o s i.eli a ·. ·:... · ·. 
rn wh1ch they addressed them. It always ·went~ ~ure",;. ·'• .. >_'1.,:-··~·,--.• · . . ~!:·: ... 

• . : · . · - · ')) ;;J \ ce K... · f . ·' · • • · · ·• • .. ·' • · · 

Sasebo, Mi zuru, Onn nato, and O+rafl'. So once we recovered one of ·~ · · 
. •!..I I tk. - .. 

these, eventually we'd find a message whefieAthis thing in and the · · 
-

spacing is just.right so we know the other.one's there. So 

we got a whole handful of ident~~icat1ons at one tlme. This 1 s: 

one of the th rngs that they did wrong·. Another thing that they .-

did wrong was that per1odic~lly, they would put out a ser1es 
OT' 

of admini s.tratorN\\personneJ-typ~.~ messages, and theseu.·rh. 

messages would go _to a division co~ander for action/\ infonnatio~ 

every sh1p 1.n the d1v1sion. And they'd go throughC the whole 

fr. · 

N~"'I .. 
~.y' this way . So this was another tool that we used to be sure that .... 
we had the right hand.les on the call siqns. Once, and it 

didn't take ~s too long, once we h~d a.pretty good collection 

of 1dentif1cat1ons, we .were in a posit1on to start producing 

rntel l 1gence. Every one of the message headings would car_ry . 

an action addressee, or most of them would have an act1on 

. '· 

addressee and a group of information addressees. So, just for an 

, ' 

• I 
I 
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'/J'1.os .... \~'3 . 

example, lf a ship was leaving -\'uk\):S:b] to go to Sasebo ht 
~would ong~nate a · d~pa~ture ' report advising :Sasebo that hE... 

· 'rJ. l . • . · ...,J, "'e ; ... c I tf d "- \( t ~e 
~ ·was . ge~ting_ ·unden1ay~. but_~wouldA for i~for!11at1~n · 7 6 CiA S'"':. .. a.. 

. yPr{g~~~the place·.that_ he wasl.leaving . . so. we cou~d ·o:ne .. 
· . · . · .-. "·)''"'·~'Y\°\ ·. · ; K'at-s..--,n,) . .... . 
look at th1s.messqge arid we c.ould,say the Retsi:'1.k1, or whatever 

·ship it. ~as·~· ~ ~-\\~a~~i-~~~ ~~~·Jar· Sas~bo ·.' , ~n~ this · . . , . , 
. _.·. . . . . . ... ; ~ .. \:" .. : . : 

...... was a source o.f-.intell1g~n~·e".-.· J"_don•'t _say' information. fmeari, . 
• ,' r, ·1 , .' ·.- • •• _ ..... ~ ... , . : .. . · • ·,. -:· . .. ~· · . , ~.;, • • •• '- · •• • • .: : ., ... ·._ ~·- •• •: • • 

.. -.. . t.ethn,i.c.allY,;Ltf.Uhii~.~as ·~~ ~oorc_e ,- of · intel}ige_nce for. which :very little· 

:~ . . . . . ·~~~~-'. .t .~~·: e:~~~; ~~~~;)1~ ·~:~~~ ·t:cu::!~~~~~ on .. -. ~ f . t ~- -~,- ;: :. e ·, ~' 
.Farley. . .That sr1ght ..... ·.~.' ... _ --~ . . :, . -. .. ·-: .·;, . . . -.... .. .1 

• ~';,,~ ; ~ : . , .. : · _ · ·- t\•,,· · • • ;. . .... . . , ~.< .. ~-~ ... :- ,. ~· >" .. -'\ .,:,: ,,,:·: ' .. -:-: ~ .. ::i",· . . ,_ .. , . --- ·~·>:~ ... . 
Whit 1 ock · · · · .. ._ .. ~~1U.s~¥.~ .'~N~\ft'.,· .. ~hi s., was . ~ntic]pd~ed ~~I d i.scov~r:ed;· : 

""'° .: t · . . · .. : ... } ..... · . :~-~·_;: ..... :~~ · \:'...';j~ -'"_;'7t~ .. ~~- .. :· : ~_. . • :·:·, . .. ·_ ,. ·::. :' ..... . · ~ .. '.:· ~ . .·• ;.
0 

•• 

. • · : . · • •
1 :·b.Y' Admfra l' Wenger·;·:. ~h¢n" Capti;! i n·.-wenger_.,·.: Some pl ace tiere · · . 

. '. ~: · .· .~ ,, ,: ·~ · "' .. ~~ > 
1 
< ~~,·: 

1 

·~ .;,~~-: ~· .. J~·=:.,_z:·tl: ·:-.:.··, ~· • .. , ~· • '•.'-,t • ' ~~ ··: ..... , _:..· · • . '•,' ~ • ..; 0 
I • 

· • -' : · .. ,.,I 'have· this··document .. whicti"''is· about the· most precise ·and accurate ... . ~ 
. ~ ~~.· ?·~.; .. '. ~ .... ... · .... ~,.: .:·~ .· ·~·-;.-·l··:: · ..... .a~.'! ... ~ .. ~ .. ::.~·:-"~: .. ... ·,.. . :7 · ...... .. ·;- ..... . . ~- ... ... - • _· •; :.- ~~ -.. 

f: ·· . ~"=; . . stat.emen~9r;:_t~.e .. ·~QM~rir p~odu~ .ti.on. 0 capabj}_ity during that~:~ .. -··.· .. ; : _: 
· • ..:.... , ... ; •. -!.• · .·:. · ... •. : ~ · ·. •' . ... ·~. -~. ··;..· r"·. ~ · . .. ......... .. . . ·.. , , #0 . 

· "' ·._.··er.a .of ariyth'fng that· 1•'ve~seen-:: ;'t:you ·warit it>"· .. -·~. . . 
,• ~ .~ .... • • ,• o'" • : • • . • 1·," I:~ .· ', • I "' •,• • .. • .• • • .•.°• ' • : • "'\', .,: ' .-: I 

.. "1 :~~going to';read rnrls.t . of this 'mto the r~c.ord • >.1f you "don't ' ." : . . ·' 
'r ' ...: • :: . '\ . : .. ..,, . . .. ~ ' .. . -· . J - • • - .. \. • •• 

' >·:·~n~·..-' ;:_ ~~-_:: .. ::.-.~_r - : . .. .. 
Farley:.· .. ··.-: ··No~ ::: Pl~ase do·. 

. · '· .. 

" " ' 

Whitlock: . ·· · · · Y~u · an · set?. 
. - .. 

. ... Farley: . . . ·Ye~. ·;"·: .: .. ~;/' ·· ;.-: · . ; .· 

~ht~ - A·~\ .. '(: l\\it: ·. Whitloc.k. 

·Farley: ' .Tell me wher~ .·it Is from ~c\IUf--.\...r·l." 
. . , . . . I I' (' . . . . · . .·,.+, 5fi;v1 . 

.' . ·This 1s_ e.x~1-acted f~om the/\R.~·of ¢orrmunic.at10ns 
' . --:i:- . - . ' ~ ' ' .' . 
·fntelligenc~ 1n United ~Stat~s with emphasis on the Un1ted 

. ,, . ' . 

.. 
.. · Whitlock: 

I -.~ ·• 

·states Navy .. _And I:thrnk this wa~ . edlted by Graydon A~ Lewis. 

And it's based upon information, think, provided 'tq hlm 

largely by Russ Fisher. l 'm not too sure. It 1s SRH 149. ~~~" 

5 ft.._ t't£r-- ij rlc .(& I 
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1&~t'Jln here 1s a short ~nalysis of the Orange Pro bl em, 

which was the Japanese Navy, dated 30 June 1937. And 

I th ink it was ·probably Commander ·a .. r Captain Wenger, 

Corrmander proba~ly at that ti~e, in reviewing the statu~ . 

of 'the Oran9e Problem made ·a couple of ·observations with 

regard to the "ineans by which conmur:iicap~ns ~nfo'nnat.'{on · .. _ 
' . . . 

. could be obtained: He .s.a1d ·that th~re are t~o methods ·.- .· · .. ". . . . 
I • • :.. - ' • • ' 

And . if1 s krnd.of .. rnterestrng to note that he said the first 

method m··~o i've~ ·d~~c~ypti~n .o·f i~e·_· ~~;· ~·~-. 6~: ~~~sa~~~' ;· ~~d · the 
~ ' • • t I 

second is.·inethods sti'ort of. · cr}1p-t'a~a·1ysis~·.·that~ is.traft'ic-r.., .. __ . ....... ,.· · 
' • ~ I ' 1 ' • •. 'I • ·~ • - •• • ' • • .,:.~ ;'II' '\O: ' : ; ~~ : ·, ·~ • o • . ~ 

~na l_ysi s. And' he su~a!i z~s. t~e. ri rs t meth-~d~ i,n. on~· : : ~-. . : . , . · 

sentence. He said,' ,;;The.fir~ t ;-ni~~hod ~has be~~\.~c:c~ss fu 1 i'y. I :. .• ..J 

. ' , " " ~- ·. . .... : : fO•". . . • • ·- . : . •• . ~. . . . : . ,,.,~- .... ,~ • 

P.ract iced. for ce·JJ tur i e5, but' the adve.nt. of machine .. c_i pher~ · · , .~ •· 

-a-~d th~·~~~t-~i .incr~as~n~IY.~·f~ec~;v~ sec~;~ty - . :-··: ~ -
. . . .· . . i 'v.J 0 T \ l. vJ a._(' I • .· .-

meaSU t'"e5 as a result of lessons lear:~ed m the~~~,.~_\:.·.· ... 

is however becomrng steadily more dlfficul.t. and even'now 

only highly sk1lled persons aided by compl1cated analytical 

machinery a~e able to cope with the problern. 11 Now that 1 s 

his su111nanzation of the cryptanalytic problem;(~~tg .~ ....... 

~t>ant~Fth respect to the Japanese l'avy. Now these next 

few statements 1 find very, very interesting and it's 

something that know lS from .first-hand experience is 

' , 

.. 

absolutely true. He said.- 11 Tt1e second method is a recent ~ hV\ o'\I a. t 1 ~ ~ 
i~1a'}:,AO'J(~nd I point out that tt11s doc1.1ment was June 1937), 

"The second method 1 s a recent in nova ti on which is now being 

developed to meet the growing complication~ of the 

cryptanalytic problem. In time of war, ·cqdes and ciph~t·s nonnally 
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used by the enemy. will doubtlessly be changed at once. 

Solutions of the new systems ·will probably require days. if not 

weeks, ~o accompl1sh. Meanwh1le, unless there besom~ ·othe~ means .of 
... : ' 'I 

ob~arning it, .the flow of -rntelligence wili be sto.pp~d at the. crit1cal 
· - i·. • PJ.a."'~eL · · 
p~riod when the ~11 c~mp.~ign is being lai9 an·d· infor:-matio,n·, 

concerning th~ ene~y· i;s ·e~-~enti~l .to ·suc~~~s.: Now,' :c.odes a·nd 
'._ '-•1 • :i, , J , ., ·' • , , _. • I • ·~ rl 

c i ph~rs.·.may read·i.ly \e superseded ove~night .. ~pori th~- _.,~ 1 1 
'• 

• • ~·, ' .. ·,. :>· . • ~ • . '. ~.. ,: ·." • . • • . ' ~.. ' :0 ' I • .. •.. ' .J' I •' t 

.outbreak.of war, but the.communication syste~ cannot be ·, 
' ''. Io• •,Jo •I~·•-' • ,~.1r ~ ',I•• ll ·••' .. ~.~ 

so easily changed without ··serious confusion result mg. ·Since ~the '. 
' I•. 1 -·~ ~: , ~·~ 0

r .. : ':t'"·,. •;I' .. ; .·.. : • "'·.·" ,· '• • ' .I\ .-, .•' ' 

Navy's ~ommunitat.ions syst~ms-and methods. bf. handling tr~f.fic ... ·.,.-:· · 
I ' ' ' , ' • ,.\ , 1 O.' ~ ~ "' r I~"'_::~ .. - ~ 

are dependent upon ·the o.rganization and location of its!· .·'. • -.1 · ·- •. 

component.forces.·it follows that the.one ~ay be dedu.ced .· ., 

from the other: This 1s difficult for an enemy to prevent 

because the absolute necessity for simplicity in a 

communications system precludes any but an elementary-type 

of cryptographic protection. To ensure the effectiveness 

of either method;. that 1s either cryptanalytic or traffic 
. L-el · 

analytic methods," ~1{)1.1.EtJ\me reread that again. "To 

ensure the effectiveness of either method. the enemy's 

°"'"'"" conmunicat1on systemA.location 
-- /\/avJ 

of forces. 11
/\ "9'11 someone. 

correct. That should be has added that and that's not 
l~e' 5 

deleted from there. ,ba)1 referring back to the two methods, 
..... Jec..r;\_et•oVL 

Method A and Method B. · These two methods are p(cr~fl'IJJI an? 

.. 

cryptanalysis. And if you eliminate this interpretation that's 

been pushed rn here 1 t should read, "To ensure the effect 1 veness 

of either method of obtaining information, there are three 

reasons of paramount importance that the work be carried on in ·peace. 
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first, lt is then that the collateral information and background . 

so essential to correct rnterpretat ion required JU~~fi (! .)~.; t · 
· touched on thaq, ' . .. 

·Farley: · · Yes.- . ·.. . . ·. {~ ~ ~ . . 

Wh1tlock: ' ''s~cond, ~erSa~~e·1.:must be tra.in~d ~chn'."oiu~~~ devefojiid,- '·· .- "' 

• Crypt.og.raphic · s~s.tem~ ·are, in general~· the products pf_ ·ev-olut.ion. 
'"'- , • • • , .. _ • , • ""' ' • I ' ' ·,. 

0 
, , , ' '\ • • , , • • , • ' • • I .•'J ,\,. • :• 0 ' ~ • • 1 

: fo"r succe~5~'·;.:~ol u't ion·· must corime~~e.\•1he~· . sys te~s· ·are-. simple··~:·-'. .. 
."' • • • ·,' •• : •• ,· . : •• • • • " ·:::'.··~. · · : : ~"; ,·, •• ~ •• • • ';.' • • , :. • ' ,: .. . ~; · . ' . . .. , •• 

1
• :· ._. T ·> ,·:: ·~ f ~~ · .. ' · • .-" ' 

', '." .. and follow .. each step. in"this.ev0Jut10n.' Firia_lly, constant~.· .. -:-'~.; 
• J ... : .... • • • •••• - .. • ·'·- · ~ · - ...... • •• ,,. , -· '~ ,. • ~ .... t ·-.• : ,,. ._ ;_ ·. ; _;7;: . .-~: -.· . 

. ·and ·ca'ref.u~ ·ob_servation of·pea~eti~ co~~n~ca~i~11 ... ~an 'we,11,- ·,:· ,· .'· '· .. : 
' ; I .. · -"' 7 .. - ~ · ~ • .• , ·· ' ... • : ~" - {.., 1_,.,: ... ' " •. ~ ·:. , • • •. ·· "~°!' ~,..t! _ _....,~"'.,'" . . '· ~ ,, - • ,..,, · .. ·.·: 1 ~,--;· 

··,· .. ;. '.: >·serve as 'an' accurate · bcfrorrieter<of~ hosti-~e intentions", ' b~c~use:" ~ .. ::·; . 
' · . .. :··-- - I ~ • . ' · · • · ._ ··~ ~ • • · .,~ ~ .. ' •' .. .-~·: • .~'··,•.., •._',,..'··,,;~ .. ~"!'I, :· • ~· ~ . .. ... ' • 1 • ~.f · • :.{ • 

... . : . _. · '; t~~ pr~ar~tion - ~-~: · a~y."·Jar9E:/_·-fo·r~e. ~for>~~~ ~a~ ~f.rdly.' 6ei_.:·,: .. i~;,. :·-. \~< , . 
. / ._; -·~~-""' ·~~}JI..;~, ... -· '.' _ ·>. ·.: ; .. :- ~.·:". .- ' ' ·, . -.. :·;)_ . .-!": :- .• . -;', ... .:~.: ~ .. ·,: - •. . : 

, . .- .;· :c:eR~umatf¥f without some:·noticeable .~cha·nge .in lhe vo.lume·'or-.,: · '.: ·" . 
. ~r'· . .. ':"'.~ .. . · ... .. . 1.:J .- · .... :·~ ... ~.· ,• ~·~-.:~~"·; .· ·. ~ . . ·: :~: · J ··.;·~ . -; .. ~ '-:: .. ·.·. :.-: ·" ....... · •. ; , ·-.~··. ::· ·, ... .. ·:·".-;. ·.~ .. · - ~· · : _ 
· .:; !.. · nature of·.1ts"cominunications."11 'And it couldn'Cbe-·stated· · . ·, ,, . 

: . . ·~- '.···. : a~~·~:la1·~~-:~---~h~-,~\t;s;;·st~-ie~'. ~jght: ·-t~~re· ... _ .. _~ :.·~<~-':··~;:.: __ - , -.... .,-' -"~-..::~·-.. -,:-
- . .., .., ... '\ ' \: ,-·' - ·. . 

• • • ~ :.,:• • • , ' • •. ' • ... -~ ' • ~ ··, •' ' • • '. II ~ ' ' :: ""· • '• : ' ,; • , .._ ' ,, • : • ; • 

·"'_. ' 

--:Farley·:. · ·· :'"·. Beaut1ful. Let ine,switch tapes on'that ohe,.sfr.·. ·, ! ·:....-- .. J ·-· · ... ... , .. . '.:_:.::.r .. ·~:· : .-.. .. . . . , . .. . .. - ... 
·: JAPE-2 SIDE 2 ' 

· ·. Farley::.· '. .. : Sir, do you have any additional comments on that ··article? 

.. Whit Jock: . ..., 

· .. ,;. 
·.e,. : .. ' 

'.,~ I .. 

,, · 

\""'. 

·- '!' 

.. 
.. .'_....:.: .- ' - ' 

I thrnk 1t points up a couple of t_he things that I was touchrng on; 

on~,.that the ability to do traffic analys1<:. was based upon 

~ett1ng 1n on the ground floor, that we knew what the fleet 

organizatio~ \'las when we went into it. And as . the sledding got 

tougher and tougher, lt paid dividends. ·We were abl~ to stay 
.~ ' . 

abreast of thern. And the thing that .I want to point out here 
. Su C.c. c,;SJ . 

1s the fact th~t most ~f the credn for .the intelli.gence/\against' 

the Japanese l~avy rn World War has been given to cryptanalysis 
. . 

and.'to decryptions. I'd l 1ke to pornt out ·that t.h~re were many 

long dry periods dur1ng that war ln wh1ch nothing was being read. 

And even when it was berng read, just to read the rriessage sometimes, 
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there was noth1ng s1gnificant in the message; that unle~s 

you had the glue, unle5s you knew what wa~ going.on all 

· -around thi5 message, i.t was meaningless and 1t wa5 .. t.he job. 

o~ the 'traffic iJD~~~~~~J,~!.<th1s cont'fou1t; and thh 

glue in which 'all ~f 'these transla.t10ns flt .. -.. :s6-~·rn· awf~l· · ;·-. .:: 

fot of credit "t:f:'r~-~~tin~ity. of . inte111genc•. ,~VJ( a .~~;,., e 
.. Japanese .. ~avy in World .War i I ~as to go ~o the handful' ·· · .· 

' .. · : . ., . . -
. . " ...... . , ,;. . ~ . . -

of .traffic arialysts. ~~~at made 'it poss1ble . 
. ·.: .. ~- -

. ': ~ '. ... --.: .-..... · ·.· .. ,· .. :·. ·~°"· . .,{~.,...:, .' :.-::-> ,.,.· . .' .. . '·' ,, .. 
·~ar~ey~'· · .. . ·:· _They hav.e no~~b¢en:;gi.~enAcr~~1L · ~::: .. ~ · : ~ .. . '.;<··;r· .. ··.·:~·. · ... · .. _. ·. ::···• . 

. l, 1 -~ r ~ •., .. : • · ' ,' ···.Y,•' :: •• : : ;·~.: . .. ~ : . .:r ,' 0 

..... .. • , ._:~!.~ ·' ; '' ~.~; .. ·· r. • .. ::. • · 

Whitlock:' · .. .o-• Never been g··1v~ti proper. tredH. ·'-. :· · •. . ~ .. ,.. ·"<. :.·· '•'· •. 

• ': ' ..) o ' ' I . : ' : ' 1 • I yo ~ ; ' · o • o • 0 • • ..: . ' ~ " I ' o " . ' o o'o : ; , ... ~ • ' ~' I ' ~I ' I II ~ ~ "' 

Farley: : .. , _ .- '. .. S.ir, J e f~{j.al k ~bot.l"t , the~ 1n~e1 .1 i g~n·c~ ,: \he product or ·:wha t~ver '. ,·.· .. · .. . : 
.. ~~.: · ....... ·: ·. ~1 ~ ,; ··~~ -: W\:-\0 -. -, · ,·· .. ,· · ... · .. ... . ' .. ... . ~ .·. ·~ · .. .--, _. 

, •. ~. y~u· p~e.~:r.ed: _·-~,-~:.~~. ~:~.e .. Prime_ r_et~ pi~~~ - q_: ·y_ou_r .~~nfo~i~~i.ori .,._~~- . 
. . l . • "tr • • ~ ' • ., •. • • ·,. . ... • • ,. ' . • . ..... ~ 

.' .. and how was it ·aeveloped··so that . they.could have rn·, · · .. · =· 
.. : · ·. -~ ~ ·. . '· •. ~ - . .· . - . . : ' .. · . ' .. _ .. : __ . . . - .. - .•. 

· :·- 1~ usable form. - . · ,::· · ... :•·.- -~ . ··,.::· ·, · ,. : ... -. . ·\: ·· · . ... 

wh1t1ock: .• "':.-:;.we11: i-~;i,~11y~ ~ti~~--~e\l~~G~~: ... ,the _·:. ·. · :· ~. _. 

.<- . ~. ··~~t~ll,"gJ_n~ci c'onte~_t .o.f ~h;s ~idn.'t beg<f.o get tucked rnto " . 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

- ~ ' ~. ~epo~ts ~ntil Just ·before Pearl Harbor . . 
·. -t 

Okay. - ~ 

\~ -tti~ . 
... : Occa51onally., we'd tuck,._thrngs 11ke t-i.cruii:,e the Katsr1ki 

that l ment10ned. Th1s went rnto the monthly report and 

there was a little lntell 1gence getting into this monthly 

technical . report which would go back to the other 5tation, 
~jf" . C1rJCI\(. 
~and i:,o forth. A copy \vould go up the c1~AF.-. They 

would get a chance to look at a copy of our report. But when /~ 

~nk.\;,.'t~lu\' we get .to the point where we begin producing 

intell1gence from traffic analys1s for con5umer cons~mpti6n 

1 tt, r, o ""\A.\ ,r.:h ~ , 
we get rnto the era in which we were p{of07t1~a~rt~this 

' . 

' ~ . 
• ' .. 

- .· 



... 
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· ... ;. ' ,_ · . 

1nfonnat1on electrically, that we were writing a daily 

intelligen~e report, status report. And then 1'iel~th1s 

report would go,- if r remember A..gi.A.ttvr1ghtly. and ~y memory's 
. ' ,· . . . .-
a little. hai:y'.as_ :to .the ad.dressees. l know 1t went 'to 
~JN~ ·· ·· : ~CtNC . · ·· 
C1JrC Asiatic .Fleet> I believe it w'ent to C"'111€' Pac.1fic Fleet';· 

but if 1t didn't_. ii: went to ft•t10nA;~f.r~~~~d '.t .-1<~·:. - \ 

·went.;to Washi:ng~or:i: No~: ·as .. J say~':a ~io( of this· .1nformation, 

:_ we~-t f'.i~to. Roch~.f6~·1··5 ·shop.,- And ~J-. ~~sp~ct that' he ,was "nc»t: .... 
• ' . '( . • . ' L\.. ~..c. - • -".. • ' •· •• I •• • :" • . ·• " • -

. - . . ' • .. ., "..... . - ' ' •• .,. ' ... _ . • • ,. 1 

.. ·. t,o? -~~reful ·\'the~ ~~e _ ~as~edA f~~w~rd ~ to.~:i n.diCa·t~ w~at ~h~ sou~~e_. .. ~;· · 
""• ~I I • • ' ' I -.J ' ., 't"' . ' • ' ' I •, ' • ' ' z. I' I • ~ 

. "was.'";· I' don I t"t'li.iri,k'.this·· was :._i~tention~l.· .. ~. 'J thinit~11 ;~' :··~' 
•.'I f ~ ' • - ·~ • • • 'i • •:. ,' • '• ,• ' ' - I I ... ~::4 ,:',~' • ','. .... 1' .. ' ,. • I • \ - • _i ~ ... I:~ 

.':.·~\\that· h~ h~~:.~i~:·~~-por~ to :f.i_H~;.and'he ~-r~w on .~hatev~~;-so~rce"· .. 

' .·material he had 'file. it ~'1Jthout i~dfrating what the·1so'urce·s','.,, .. :'. ·, : .... 
• • ,· • ,.~,... • •1: • ,- ':. · • · •, ' ' ~ ' . ~ • r 1 ' ·• • ·... .; ., ~ r ·' \ 

L~ere1'nece~sar~l.,y.·-_so. I don·t·.·mean ·~o._imply that·l .. t~in~'he"·~i .. · ,. 

was s;eking.:any·~~lor;··;by .doi~~· th·1i. ·:i"hat·;".s. JUSt·_ .. t.he.way ''.'..-.. 

··it works. . d~· know ··~his·. for :su~e,.·~hat :ftation ·~d91l ·}t~r·~ · .. ~· ·. 

:! .... 

. ' 

Rochefort.' s shop was not produc uig anything comparable to· . 

the i!1telligence reports that we ~ere producing onAef. ··\,,f'Yt-q1.Jo11, 
~~t,\ ,.u{t{~ .. wel.l ·after.Pearl Harbor. They didn't even get headed 

in th1s <;lirection until after Pear1 Harbor, as a matter 

of fact. ·And before /\J~G~G1 Pearl Harbor, there's one 
·.r:. . 

instance thatArecall very clearly that l think should .be 
-.-~~ i \ ~ '~ C(tcb...­

tucked into the record somewhere. .Ls·1t+@ttJ\iln4c-totter•lnd '-

~~~ November of 1941, we were doing traffic analysis on ('l.'1"re11 Jo,. tt"'J 
.A~~- be qa. n.. 

~ef"tft)~(lpc-~e.o~~' to see the Japanese Navy inducting many, many 

merchant sh1psl and that these merchant ships begin to 
St.,.;i..t·=> 

congregate up on the s-t-r-o~1J\ of Taiwan. And we kept 

5 fz{tt<1 I ( v < L- ,. 
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Farley: 

Whitlock. 

·. 

count of the~e sh1ps until we begin to get a .little bit 
S"h•r~ 

disturbed. \4e counted two hundred such sh~ that had been 

incorporated into the Japanese Navy and they. were ·a11 in the· 
t.faV11how, . J...i,;l~~~-o · · 

Swa tow, Haflg"~ew, ~, 1ftc:W are~.. So we sent a message. back to 

Washington telling them that'.there were two hundred ships .. 
. . . 3trb.1:l · · . . ·· · . · · . · 

up in the~~ that ha?n't been .the.re a month 9r two· · . . 

bef~re .. 'so abciut ~ ·w~ek went. by. and. we 'gcit message back . - .-: . 

f ram ~4i«4r~~~c\ fro~ Wa~,'~~i9n :r~·qUest i ng . ~. ·~onf ,·~at i o~ · : · 

of the number ··t~~ hun'dred. ~~ · in the meantime, we'd added 

.. · · ·so !Jlbre.·. '· so ."we m~~~-1~/ ;~-d~-ed ·so -~~ :~wo · hu~dre:d _~~~-told them · . 
. . . . .. . - ' .. 

' . •·. ' , • ::, .: ~ " _.· . . . -• . . • r 

. . • .. two hundred a~d fi.fty: · · Now this was in October and -
•. L ,.. ; ~ • ,· ' . • • • I . . -, • • 

• I ' ... ,' -~ 

. N~v-ember ·o"f 194L ·. Thi
0

s ·was: the' advance·: expedi.tionary force .that 
. :-' ·. ·~·: ~ ·::; · .. _ - ,..,:· .. ·- '. .· . . · .. '.ri. " ... · . . .. _ .. 

occupied all.of· southeast ' As1.a.' .. "-~o~ thi~ rd'port, 1.-.b.elieve, ·. 

' • . ~n~.1 ~a~ .thi<. ~Z~~~~t~e N~G hi.s~orid~· in ~•ine. HO · 

. ~ .. s.a.id tha't th~y'd. run i~to .something· that' had· been a 11 u:·1e 

>-.···b, t ' of . a" [,;·st.e?. ~o · .th·~~~ A.pp
0

arently, some such .r:eport had 
- . 

b~:n 'given to . Pr~_sident Roosevelt, but nobody could tell ' h1m 

wh~ t th~ ·source of the report wj s: 
... . . . . . -f o ~ f { 
~as it bec.ause · it w_a~ · so sens1t1ve that people were notA,;._ ff"'"\ · -:;.,"'vC'~ · 

I"don'( think t _hat th~ people who carried the report up 

to hi~ knew what ' the source of lt was. They didn't know 

whether it c.ame ' from cryptanalysis or traff1c analysis. 

They hadn't heard of traffic an~lys1s at that time. But that's 

where lt came from. We produced 1t. And th1s is the type of 

thrng that we were ca~abJe of producing. In fact, one of the aircraft 
11 f '~ ~· i 

carr1ers that/utn~h1t Hawa1 _1, we spotted. We knew where it 
. "'-'"'~ 

was. 1t was heading down 1~t was east of the Ph1l1pp1nes and 
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we reported this,- too. It was with a task force head mg 
.- · ''eocl .t!'": 

'south. And Wenger said' 'hr\;~tRAJ\,i\Jti., Don It worry .. 
' . ' ' fi 

about it.· We know where.it 1 s headed. They d1d· like.hell. 
• ·- i ~· 

That '.s 'the- task forc.e that hit .·Singapore.· Or Saigon . .-_ 
'o • •" • •, I,• ,.1, • ' ' • 

Wh'o was. at fault? ! The intel l igen,c·e~:off 1~ers, the "Navy ' 
• :~ : ':' o. , ~ :· I • 

·intelligence offic~r~?; -~.· . •· .. ~ · .-:· "-:. 
~ . . . . .. . - ... - . . ·. r': .· ··: :. . . ... " . . .. 4-: .- . 

Farley:. 

Whitlock.: ,. No. ·.we•re dorng·a lot of Mond·a·y· morning quarterback1ng. ,·' 
• '·, ''I ' " : '" ·- •, o '. ' \• •' I:~' ' ' • ·,, ~~;..' I •' • , '. • ' ' ~" '' :•. • ' :• 

.You 1 ve got to realize'what'the :situation was at 'that time. 
' . . .• . • -. ·"" '•j .. J: • • • 

,_ .·:. · ·,n.'the · f.i~st_ place our~wtiole .Jrga~.i~~~J~ri ·_wa~ · sem1~iliegal ·.-' 
•,:~ .. I ~: -~,·' .' ... ~ .•. ::.·,.a:',-::,-:.''- I,•, '• '. -~~:?\~' :::-,· ... ·;·~~ .. , ... ,J: •· • ··--:-:: • ,"; • ... : '<)· 

.. 

: . ' 

· · when ~e got •started ... " Gentlerri_en dqn ~-t .read." o.the.r .gent lemer • ~ 
r 

1 
, ' ; '" • i I' 

0 
r, ;

1 

I ... -. .. I .. ,.'", ,Z "l ~ 1 .. ' I ~ 'o :9' or·~~ .. , : I 
0

: • -,,, I (. ...: -.,.,. .. 
0 

.. ' • '. • '.·· .. ;,I,• ," 

·:."'. ma i L · "Anq ~s. a. ·resul. t of. "thi'S'~· we\.haa ~ _t_o ·Play .. it .. extremely : . . 
·:_··:, -.-·:' ·• .. ::·: .- • .' • . ,,:'.1_. ·, ... ,·: ·;. _~._, .. -.. ~~.:··. - .... ~~·:· ... • .. ~: .. :' · .. '··, : ".;_,_.· .. -::~.'-:.: ' . 

· · .. ·;.· ... ·· close-.tp the.~ert.~"''-:We ha.d'..to __ ~eg-;·:borro_w~apd-ste~L'i:i!~st .- ·: ·: ·,·· . .:: .. 
,, ' ' ,. • • • ' ; • • ' .. '. - • ' 'I I I "' l ' • ' J ' ' s. . ·.' . I ' 

.• • ' ----~··!', < ·"··-"·. _,'· J',S·.·2~·. ··H""1V'd" ~e-!00.W)\ ,·;· · <.: ·-· 

_ ·_· . . -:-.-,··: -~ of :the :stu~f;th~t.'- \.ie_··-90.t:1i·,-~b~'t~~<-· I(~~.s;~> .. · _ • ... - _·~.~'_:C: :_. ;_- • 

.• - ~ : :· ·:~-" 
1 

-.:: <~; .~~ri~Jl~~~ut~ · ~~1 s~~~c~< .• ·, ~nd ·. t:~e ~:~ .. ~'1·~:.r~-a,i· :~ i~~·.i~~- -~~~~··.~ _-- ... -:.· _-_-/·. 
1'.:·'· ·.:. _...... •• , • ,- -. • _he l (·.:.Thai we. wh.o. were p·roduC:ing l t / e~en ·· i.; ~I .was·:w~ ting :int'~l l igence · 

'-'• • I I '., •I• '!'- 1> • • • ,• f, • "". f' "'• • ' .. 

-.· -_-_, :· · ·.···~ ,,. , ... sunmaries. ·I didn 1-t know ·wha~ aui:.hor(t,Y r'·w~uld' e~er· .,', 
1- ~ • ... , 

: .. ·'. . ~ .. 

.. : 
' ii .._!' •• 

... ·:- .· 

·:.--.:.: 
.·' •.• 

1 .... ·. 
·h; .. 
.. ,., •.·' '•· 

r •' 
·~; •. ' 

~ ... ', 

~ ' 

have to prov1de -th1s 1nformat1on to a consume~. lf the 

.: tiine· arose·. And it d1d an se. When we· were evacuated on 1\ri ~- f et"~.t 
--~~~ t>Juu~~ at a later date, J knew thaf there was a 

division of Japanese d~stroyer~ working in ~he· isJands 
.f <i, J:..i. C (I y· W" e "\ • .Ao f" 

south of t.br~-1\<J~\!~n. .cleaning up rnter-i~land s~.1pprng. 

I knew this from ana]ys1s. So when I got aboard the ~ub 

the submar1ne skipper had been directed to break off patrol 

and return to Austral1a and.at ClNCPAC, which lS now 

· · CHICPAC Fleet, would tolerate·no loss of·rnen or .eqiJipment. . 
.. ll' oo"- ~ · 'P t ( w. G c ~~ r re-' h 

·, · Well, th1s guy was a charger, __ -_ Ch~el. .. And ~e d1an•~:feel 

like breaking off patrol. So he dec1ded to head down into 

,' 
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1 .... 

u f 
the lslands, and so I sat down with a couple ~the 

c. ,,-fP:Jr : 
other elderly CA .types or.-~ types, not crypt but 

CI types.to disc~ss whether I s~ould·.tell the sk1pper of 
. . 

the .submarine about this division of destroyer.s. And we. 

dec1ded that 1 Clidn't have the author;ity.to. "He was not 
. • I I ' "' , ,. 

. ;. 

·'· T- .cleared •. We d1dn 1 t know whether he was deared or not . 

. " 
' ' . ,, • 'L 

... 
~- ,· ·, 

,. . ,. ... 
. , 

·! 
·.• 

... 

~ J 

. •- .. ; 

.... .. · ... 
. .. ':' . 

~ .- . 

·· ~ · ' 
. farley: .,.., . . ' ..... 

. . ' 0 • Wh i t l ock . 
'I,'• I•'• ' 

• ~ "' """"" I 

r-f-;- - .. ~~ I . J ;. 

I;~ 'f •·,: 

f _. .. 
"i '\, . 

•r , 

tell him.- .The .first night out we surfaced right in the.middl~· . .of the 

· destroyer div1sion. They worked us av.er for 38 hours 

of .~epth charges. Sri you can see what th~ situation was. · · "' .. ,. . 
' 

Even if the· informat1on was there, the mechanics for .J I 
0

S S ~IV' ; If\ .rti v'\ ·1 

and for us1ng lt, the machinery for 

and using it had not been oiled and even, 

in many cases, wasn't in existence. So you have to look 
ye~Lz;"'i 

back to that era 7tJl1M19{'-tnat this was new. This source 

of intelligence was new to the people who were exercis1ng command 

dec1s1ons. That they didn't know whether to trust it or . 
not. And th1s is the reason, really, 1s the reason that 

· Rochefort sent his famous ·rresh water message to Midway~ 

Right. · . .. 

. ' 

He sent lt not to lmpress his contemporaries, us profe'Ssionals. ,, ,, 
We knew 1t. We knew what AF was. He sent lt to conv1nc~ . 

the~dm1ral that he knew what he was talking about. And to 

convince Layton that he knew what he was talking about. See? 

And this ls the point that is overlooked 1n the records, too, 
•' I' 

that we knew what that AF was Mld\vay because of the position 

,.-. 
s. fZ/lf f 1 l--" 4& -
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4/' ;r {{ii hJ 
JAl. 1te rn the I 1st of dlagraphs that VJ{jc) been assi1Jne9. 

.. ~systematically throughout the Pac1f1c. And then the .. ,. 
basis·of assignments elsewhere in ihe Pac1f1c, AF ha~ to . ~ ~ .. . , 

be Midway. We : knew this·~ -· .· 
. .. , . .. . ' - ·, . . . . -

· _ How ~arly did:you know it?._ "- ~ ·:. ., 
• I • ~ .. .... ""'!· • ..~ ...... • •. ·-.. __ .:., . ·• ~··. ;:"'~ • :' ·, .. •• .. I ,. .: I ~ • 

... O~ heavens:" . Well,· let· me.say,~this:·. I may be getting a .· · 

~ 1.-i tt '1 e' ·1,·i ~::.~head. o( l~ysel :f.:·_' ~/ha~~·~'. t ·g~tt~~ ·a~.f .· c~ "~ ~ 1~ J or 

_ )4..1-;li~l;~t' ·~~,~-. ~ ,0ta .1 d::'~~~~v~omethl ng -ihat . 6app~.~~~. ·.; . :.- . 
,. •• - ~. • - - .. ~ • • : .. • •• 11;' I • • ..... I ~ .. :-" • _!. . •• .... •.. ... ' .. - . . • ., : •. 

. _ ~ ~:i :~ .~ust_~~~.~~. :<~·.r ~~o_n:;t·~b~l\J;.~~.)h~t:-jL'.5. :~e.al~ly ~p~reci.ated .. · 
~ ', , • "• ' ' r .• • . • ', ' ~ , 1- I• ' , • • ' • ' ., ' • . •' ' • • •' .,: ' I . 

the "role that·traffic anal~sis ·had in...;teein·g -UP. that- -

Farley: 
. : 

Wh1tlock: 

• ' \ • • • ., ' • · ;. • • 
11 

'" ' ;... 7 •' , ' : ~ • · r • •. 

~ ·b~~ -t-1-e,_ .. th~. in~~u igen~e ~ ~~·J:a:~~-j~9.:-~h~t i>a~~h~ ... ~,41 ·· ·:~_ ... ,.· . ~; · ~- :·:-· · 
. . - ;: ·~ · - .. · .... ~:;· . ·, ·. r! ··~· - ; .. __ ;. .... ·~:~ ·.:~· ... · .. >~···-~. : .. •. . · .. : .. · .. ~ .. -~ ... ~:.· :· ' ... -.--:..: .; ~ · ........ ·~· -... .. 

:"·\J-t. - . ·~er:e awa;e·that: _a .IJl~~e ~'?wa.~d_s.th.e.~~stern Pacifi~ was - .. 
• 0 o • • I ~ .: ~~I .:, ~ · . .. : . .: • I \, r, :. ' ~ 'o I • : • ' ." 

· , .· "."' .. buildrng··before they-,·read the~first thing ab.out""iL.··: ·" · · 
., . _ ...... ,• . • ' ,··.· ·'.' .. · ·JI_·· .'.'.- . . - . • • .. ' ' - ~ . ...... · R·· ·,·r .· ·• . ·.i • • •• ~· ·~ •• -~t •• 

-r · • " T' • 1' · . . ~ • • ' • 

."._~ Or decrypted the first th1ng .... J.J¢ wer.en't sure from the·.-~ · ·; ·· .. :.· 
• ' ,. · ,, "''' ... L •. • '"" - :• 'bl~~.e:"(, .; , • '°'! ~ ':·~ . ..... ~.: · ... It,•'"• .'": ... :~ .... ' I • .• • ~- .: • :. • , , 

·. - .~ ~>- ~':-:· t~~f.fic a!'laly~is/\.th~.Y_;_~a~·-~~w~if. ~_?:_mi~~ ~r<W~~t~~~ i(~a.~> 

.· .. · ~·: ... ·~id~a~~~::~~e::·~f, us~"T.so~t o_ f~· ·~~s~e_c~~d :n .wts.:-H~~aji·. :· .'. .. 

. . 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

'... . . . .· ... ,, •• ·. ! . . . ., • ., .... ' . . . - •·. - . .. . 

from t~~:ize of·the bu1.ld-up. ·~~ut · you don'.t J>~t th1s rn .. ~ 

·.· you~- intellige~~~ r~ports. 
I 0 - • I ... I , - 0 

.- . . · 
'· .... 

. ·:·''' . . . ~ ...... 
• Yeah,.that's speculat1on, rlght? 

' I ' ' ' ' o 
·. 

So, we· watched th1s and saw this build-up .. We reported the 

b~i .. ld~~~: .. A~d as •. we sa~ sh~ps l[ctt4.sJLl\being ~d~~d, by. 

assoc1at1on, w~ begaD tabulat1ng.the sh1ps that-~ere be1ng 

pulled together for this mis~ion~ And actually, on the 

basis of . s1ght~ngs, decryp.ts and battle reports that eventually 

emerged from the Midway.encounter, 1t was shown that from 

traff1c analys1s alone we had named every sh1p in that 'force. 

We missed one m1nor transport. And th1s was done by traffic 

•• ;_r 

·, . 

-



·. 

. . 
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Farley: 
: ·' 

analys1s. It was not done by cryptanalysis. AldU~wh.1le _Ai o~ . . .. 
I 1m ~the subject; I 1 d J.1 ke to ~ake somethrng else 

'· 
. very, very clear.· That even after.we began to get· 'infonnation 

I • I ' ' 

I • , •' /I 

.. ,out .of cryptanaly~1s .. about· th~ attack on Af.' and were· · :· · . ., 
:" •:···.' . 

_- reasonably sure it 1 was Midwa,Y.,'.·n~body knew just when ·it 
, .. 

,...; - ' 
·, ~::-

.. was ~cheduled·,· what .the dat·e w~s, .when ar·e the; going to.· .. ·; 
•• .,... "' ~ .. : .. ,... I. I .•• ~ . • , , •• I ... 

hit it? And .. there-was· a ·.lot"of sweating· to -·came up .... _-. ·. .. .· .. : .. 
.r • •.• • •• :.· . ." .... ' r ~ ... ~ .· ' ••. : •. • .. • • .... 7 • . . . , . ·.. . ':...: .· ·~.. .;:. _,.,. ..... 

. , Wlth tha~ ~~te. W{were· wr1tiryg',su~ar.i~s~: .. 1 Now::.thiS was·.rfot on .. the 
.... ·, ... .: , .... · ', ·--~~:··~ ' .. ~:.. ·._ t~ • _;~ '":: ~ .. :.:..:1.,.. . · •. _ .. ~ ·:.' · .. ' .: .. ', .·· .· ..... ·,. 

•· .-~::.;: ~~~-:_:;~:,~~p-~~~~1:~~l~~:f ~~q,-::~Tw~:~; ;; :;~~~\"t~ .~; · -, . 
. ~.YOU know:what·:you.•·re wrJting ·about'b'ecause' they 1re.'rilov.ing .'-.· . . :.;'.:·, 
• .··· .. ~.~.~~·~:·•:··, .. :._/,1::"",r Ji"-~ ..... :-·~'• • .'_•,.'J .•: ,• ...... ·.', ."~=~· .·.~·.·: ..... , .......... ·.·~·. ~··,· .. ,.".• _.. , 

.·carriers ·on,.:the. basis,of ·what:'Y.ou 1 . .re·:saying~·". ·'And ·thiS ·.is..'·.· .... ; . 
•" "'";;~~·. "-.· ':.~·~ .. ~ ... :·:·~~:\ -·.- .. "•· ·.·:~"-~•··.·<-.:,~~·:.";'• '. ·~,_.· .... :·.>".\,.··.i·: ;·.-~·:""· .. ·"·I'~ I 

·: ·; be~or~ they .:ev~n ·had the .decrypt~· ~ · •· -. ~ ·."-" ; ~ : .. ( ··"; . : -.. · ~ ; ... r: _r .. • 

~~ _., .. ..,', • ....... ~~·,·. f •I~::·'~- ' 'I 10 ~ •• ··," ·"•· ... ,. ' .. ~ ::· : •' !: .. .-• 0 ,·· 1..0: <·<. :~·:~ ~! ~~ •• ~: ' '·.I> ~ 1'' 

·"··· .. You '!lean:the:high Naval off1cials were·.basi'ng ·their .... ·-,.· .. · ,. · 
o •I ' .,, I : .. ' • ... • I';. t' .. : • •I • ' • • ' • ' ., ~ • ' • ,- ,' I -.I·~ : • • •' 

.; · .": det1s1on~~on yoi.ir i.ntel l igenc·e·?: ·: ... · ·· " · 
' • I • ' I I, '1 ',: I ' • . . I. ;: ._ ·I ',J_ / 'I: 

·Whitlock: ">~ ~ Oti ~h~. -~p_orts .. tha~ _were comrng 1.n. And T th.ink that the . : 
" . .. . r~a~ok they were. doi ~g -~~is 1 S" that .i don It_ th ink it 

·. ·wa~ clear: wha'f" th~ source· of these .reports were. Whether 

· 1t'was~tr~ffic analysis or whether it was cryptanalysis. : . . . - ~ . 

·"' . . . 
And l thrnk,. f9r that reason, that .. ·the cryptanalyU.c success 

was perhaps a b{t overrated in th~ battle of Midway. 

The one ~rypt~nalyt 1c accomplishment that l 1m a1r1are of 

· relates to the deterrninat1on of the date of the str1ke. 

And th1s.,recove~y_was made rn Melb~urne. It was rnade by R.IA..{ii..s 
rfii'tJ.d~ Taylor. ·.And l t was rnade on two appearances of ' 

I,,... • 

the code group involved .. And that was where they got the da~e. 

25£.c;ftf f 
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~ 
I bel1eve lt was 6 June, ') think 1t was. Huh? 

Yeah. 
.$ 

Okay.' The problem here wa& that the code group had only . 

been used once before in another message.. And instead 
•' ,, 

of.be.ing like the number 6 June,- it ·~1as.6th. · Sixth instead. 
. . . ' . : . . . "a,, . ~\ '. I ' ' • . • 

O~ six . . ~'c)·.T~_~y ~adl\reco~ery for SlX, but they d1dn'.t' 
' ' . . ' . ,.. . 1i 

didn 1.t have the recovery for ·six .T'.'.'~L. lf I remember that was 
. . . ~ .· · · . ~ ; ·. - . . . I rL ·' . . , . 

the problem.· But R~fe __ Taylor~o~k~~g at the two messages··._ · 

that .. he had, '.g-oi~g°:back ·~o· ... th_e. ::other :. m~ssage which 1-believ~ 
• ' o ' ' ' ' • ' • o' I •• .: ·~' '_ ' '• • • ' •: -~ '" • ' - . • ' ' ' ~ ' 

·· was out of the text·of some supply message, he had . ·' · .: . 
""' • • ' ·· •,,." .J,.. ". . 

.. managed ·t:o "figure 'out· because. -~·f "the· order in which ft appe_ared ~ .· . . 

~ -;_ -~i"t .has · t~ be .-s·1·x·t·h·>~ :~~d: he• s _the g~~ · ~~~ ~o~e up.with· the -.~a~e· . 
.. . It. ~asn' ~ Roch~f~rt~~- ·.. . .,~'{ .-.- ,! • . - .. · ·· : · • . .. 

J ~ • •, - . 

,-.. .. Uh-huh. :: Rochef~rt's.I peo'ple claim it was.;because 'of ' the '· 

· break1ng of the dat~ time .system. 

The date time . system? 

The date time . system which would proJect the date of the attack .. 

No? 

Rufe Taylor recovered the code group. I know because I 
' 1-"''· !. 

was standing there when he did it. And J helped/~'f\1 saw him put it 

in a message and put it on the air. 
D'?-J.O -l; ~ 

What was the react1on from Hypo1 or ONI or Df>'l20<£( Do 

you remember any? 

None. No, you gotta realize that we wer+oo damn b.usy doing 

the Job to worry about who was going to get credit for 1t. 

Yes. 

Huh? 

5tC:fU.•t 
. ' 
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Farley: Carree t. 

Wh1tlock: The idea ~as to get the information in there from whatever 

source you,~ould·get lt in there. And J know it wasn 1 t u~til. 
' • ~\ i)._ 1t....,.. ::C" 

· years later 1 matte7' of fact j.. come back to Washington an_d 
I • • • 

: · 1 be.gan. 'to· get a 11 ttl e b1 t 1 rri tated because nobody either · 

. . . _ ·~'~ -w.~~h-rngto·~:?,(~eg~~'~towg~t people back from ~awa 11~ '4113' . 
. ' ' . ~ ' ' . ' ·, . . . ' s ta h-lly\ 11 • , ! .. _.·: . ~r ·. ~o-d y~~ wouldn 1 t think that Melbournef\,.!...Or" station Char.lie 

.· ... · · ·_: would have a· cast that had anythrng to do w1 th the war. 

... ;-.': 

~ . ' ., -And·w"E..-carr.ied it for a long time by ourselves. 
• rl : ~I 

Farley: ,.; 
(.~ ~-·~ .. :· . "< 
_., ···Wh1tlock:'. .- This is: not in the records and lt annoys rne somewhat . 

·: :That• s ·ri ghf •. 
·" ~· 

• : •• ;_ i- ~" •. ~ . ·.>... ' • 
-~.> · r~·r1e·y: Th-is 1s why this rnterview is so interesting. Becau·se as 

... ~~ ;_ 

"'l .. :~. -~ ·.-

' .. ': ... : . ..\~hit lock: 
o ' ... ; I ~ .. • 

E:'l'\Dl-l'th.._ 

you Jus.t said there is notAinformat1on on what you people d1d, 
:::-

so I hope this w1ll add to our file . 

Well, I hope so. wish that there was some other way to . , .. 
\ ~· ".;- ·' 

• ·• '!''..,. ~ . 
• • &. .• 

:. add to them besides J~St me. Bear in mind now, I started , . . 
·/ .. ~.. ..~ ... 

r· . · ~..: 

. •.· 
··-:' 

.: 
I . 

; . 
: ~ ., 

I, ~ . . 
.:,..'·-~ ·.·.: . 
,· ·• . . -. 

' •· ... ·.:.· 

~ ._ ' ~ •I I 1" • 

~°'! \.._.••I ~' 

. .,.·.i·.·.. . 
:r,.- .F.arley:_ ,, · .. · . . 

. 1 ' ' 
.1·-r~·. ·. 
·"'· • I~ I 

~ -~ ...... 

"',...:'' 
t,_.:·;· 

'" . ~·.' 
·.~· 
.... : ... ..t 
:··· .. ". 
:!'"' ~= . .. 

Wh i t l oc·k : . · 

·out as an enlisted analyst . I was fortunate on. iefr'l._,\.{,Jr: .t~·n.11Jor' 
because the off1cer 1n charge desk was right beh1nd me 

\.. .,. -. \ 
l'c!C...'-

and I couldk.everything that· transpired. Everything that 

.. 

was going on. A'1w'i---fi;id ll..J:~~,1 was· not given access ,ff/ 
I 10 . V'\)' " -11 . 

\)bbefore the war cfj any decrypts out of the zurple machine. 

. Matter of fact, I didn 1 t even know that we had a machrne on 
I 

' A Ae. f l,L 
... c~~r\Jl~aurt' I found that o~t after we.left it. J mean, 

,, 
·1t was definitely need-to .. know. • 1...,,. \,,,_ \ J. .-1 _ \>\.., · 

. Jsl f. (\:J"f foi!'l 10,u • I oo-' r I» I ' 

.~hat \'las the feeling that ~t7J6!~Cid·<i..gl.!~ijymachine. 
: . l-l'fpo ~ "T'"'•·rlr 

· and ~1 had no'}>-UQ>.Pe,J<machine? ( 
.• · . f ~po 

Well, because we were producing lntell1gence and ~.YQ~ wasn•t. 

·,~· 

- L 
'_a 

·1 
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Farley:· 

That confirms it ther~;.~~.~~.,'~ .... 1:\t" t1t'l'L•'-'''"'- -(~~~ . 
They sent. the ~~p( to. the_ ih11 ipp_rnes_ before ~hey 

. sent it to Hawaii. ·'And.l'd like·.to.porn~ out another 

thing. · Ther~.:~~s a :.goo~ _reas~n· fof .~·h.at. . T.hat. rn t~e··,· 
Phi 1 '1 p·~1 n~s· / we·"~er~· hea !·1 ~9 )a pane~e"N~vy C:Oiirnun i caf ions ..... :. 

. that .You· ~o.uldn 1 {;;ti~~~- in.Hawaii. ... :':,· ", -

.. , GO~~.~· _:. '-~··,, ·"..:: ('"' . . ,2'·. ': '/ ." . , . ' ·. . . . .: . . . .. . ; .. 
whiiia~~·= :.~-. ~-~ci;:.~~i~.~-~~~·~.~·ll:.i:~,m~H~.~~~~~~"~:~~~"l~~pra_c~i~~11r_-_·.;~:_:.· .. ~ ,._ '. . 

- .... all· the .:intercept:you.got.,in Hawaii was on point•to-:point .;·-. > ·: : .. 
1 ." L.• ,_0 •". 1 ~0 •.'.,•'.~~ .. ----~·~.:~.~:.,/·.; ..... -:.:~\ ... ._·,~:'!,"'.~--<•~:·:•·,.,·. :.:·;,•"' .. ,..:·· o,',· '-••• •' :- ... ··.·,·.~~•.-"> ... ,I '

0 

• •• · .• '1 ·~' ·'·cfrcµin:.· >Jt"was 'maJ9~~.shore 's_tat1~'n· cfrcµ.i_ts i_n:Jap~~-"-> ., ':_.I·.· .~. _'.,. '.: 
. ":.'; .'"'..~··' :'.: .. •,)_-·· _ _.-..~ :·,.-:··~·~~:~\.:-•·?' . .-.._~·o:;,_''.} /:'. .. ;~·'·:'~,;. ; .• :·~;.;",,:·:·\:·':,~;<<··~·- .. 
.. . -- . .YC?iJ ·sel dom,'1·sel dam .e\ier:: got ·an".Y~ i_ri~er:eept. fr_oin ~ inter-sh.ip ,or·,...,.~~_. · . ·,, 

_ ·.., •, .. ' / ' ~- .-': ,' ; .. ;', :~ : ·_. ~ :··' /'w/1...,.~"'~.""·~:·: • ....... ,°": ~:··,'·.·tt,,. ';..-f. IJ · 

1 

-~. "':' ·~l>,,.1".~•: .. ~ ,. ·. 1.:-;.· ~
1

• •/'.>~ ...... ~, , .,.•'- ~-.. ~-. .• 
" · . · · '·: ;i ship-to-ship, t'riffft¢~.~·- ._And ·-tH ~.s-vi s -whe·re:.you .. get.. . "~,· ... ~ ·. ·~.- ·: ··:.:-· ..:. .. _-.. _:· ~ 

• 
1 

• • p .. 
1 1

: • ,, • 0 •.f" • • • • • • -~ .... • •o!. .. 
0 

,"'r., , .ll, Ill.. 1 ,. ~ " , • t: •, , ~ • )" 
1

\ 

_ ' J ~~;,. 1 ~'.~'.~ti ~ri ~iirit~~~lt ~ii ~ h_ i P :.~~~~ :, · :.~· ~~~i~ ;.'.~! e ' ti'..~.~ :' < '. 5 : ':;. : -~ . 
· · .. ;::.do~·. that.:_-.:.That•,s· why we· were pro.duc.ing·:.intel.ligen~e reports.;~·,•~_ . 

. ~ , .... , :. ,.. ... , .. • - , .··1:'. • • ,;"'". ._:, ~- . ' ~-: ,- • ·t~.- ·.: '· -I •• f .I_,· • ·:,' • .",:-'..; ~·:• .r.J.!,.·~·,f,1•.~,J:~,~ _,.·. , ·. 

· · _."·~.'~· -:, bef~re Hawaii' ever:.~ot iri. -t~e business.:. ~-' : . ·:-:: .~.;: _. ·., _ . :· _ _..; .... -

Farley: . .-1-, · ·H~h-. ·Good. · I 1 m":g-lad t_hat 1 s on .. the record. S1r, let •'s · : ~ ~.;·~- ' 
-~ ... . . -

·go back to November, December of 141. _ Do you recall 

:. 

- . 

-.. 

the build-up or the increase ln tensi.on· or was there any.thing 

: that you peop1e were··~ware of that would say,;-1j. ,9".n-,,e."ffii1111 U.ll.S 

Yeah. Yeah. 1 think it was rn early November that we 

I j 7 

Whit lock· 

Farley: 

. · Wh i t I ock : 

...... 

.· 

L"11d l . ' fa U.. 
· ·produced ~,I\ we ca 11 ed ;./ft a fleet organization, ~ ca 11 

it an order of 'battle. 

Right. 
~.J'I 

· 1~e produced a· fleet organization on the Japanese,{ which 

incorporated these two hundred and ·fifty ships .which had· 

JUSt shown up up north of I.JS. We had laid out the whole 

Japanes~ Navy organizat1on from the bas1s of ·traffic 

1 l'WI lfrl I~·, f 1.A l ', 
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analysis. We sent this report to Washin9ton and we sent it 

via Commander in Ch1~f ~ Asiatic Fleet, and at that time 

.Lieutenant . Corrmander· · f'.1ason was the. fleet .intell 1gence . . .. 
. . . . . . . ;, • 

. officer.. Jn ' hi~. endo·r~eme""t, ·of which we received a. cop;< ~ · . 

. · ba·~·k·~- he':·i~~.~ed · ~h~ ·t sitci~·~~~ ,., .. r~~~~s .'"'l th~ , .. · · 

. ·' .· organmti~ii: thai. ~as ~P~es~n~~d\~re:~. ·you can ~tt'_ ,.J~.A w . ~.;_ l 
:. on~. c.onc l i:is ion.. ·, Tha·t it!~ ja p·a nes~ ~ l~a vy· ,is dep 1 oy~Ct on a . wartime· 

, :-:. ' ,. • j ~ ' 4 ' , • ' • ' • • • , ' • • ' • °' ' I 

.. · · · b·a-~ is. a~"d ".:_i {~c;an be .:co~str.~ed .. in. · ~o ·~~t_h~r: ; 1 ight".. This "is ~·7 · • ·: .. ·. 

· : ·~\\ e_- · ·:end~r-se~nt 'th~t - ~e~t·~ ~n· ·.the ·:r~~~·~£ . :;h~t1wen~ -. ba~~ to: ... -~~ .. ;--:: .. :'- · " · · 
- . . • ' . .. •. ... =~'<:[ : ·~ ·:· ' ... ... . .. :~. : ·,':::.:: ":r.-\ .: .. · . .->. :• << .. -~ . . •. ' :·.: : . ' . '' . . . ' 

·: _ cW!:!shington'('- ;That._ report· never surfaced ·anywhere~ . Jt·was never . ... · 
,. I t • o o , "- •I , , , ' ' •r ,; .. _ • .:.. pl 

1
• ~t ' ~ i • 

· · . >· -m~.ri~·~~~~ci-:.i ~ th~~a.rl~ :.H~'~Eo~~ ~ ·ri·v~·~~-i"~at~i~~ :<:· ~ . ..: ·: < · . ~ ~ ·:. ~ ·:, ~ " ... .. 
•· .. ' .... · .. :~"-/;' _.- .: :·~ .. ·,' .. · :·,.:- ·' ~ ·.,<<~~- .. }.,·:.-. ··,':"::·'.'·. '.. · . -~ _ - ·- . ' ·;· :--~, .. :' . ·.: 
Farley:.. .So·that·.was at,. least_a month? · ., .. '. .. l • . ····: 6 ...... '·· •• : . ·•. '• . ' '- ~· ... ... ·:< ... · ;--~ . · · ~,:- ' .· ': ... :; .. :. ': ~~· : . ' · -;: ~' · ... :> : .. :. ·~ · ·· '. ·· .,. 
Whitlock': . At least a month? - : .· . : . · ... · ·._ -:" · ·'.-.t : ... -::~ .. ' . . 

· · .· farl~y:: · · .-A( :1.~a-st: .• ~ .:~~nth be~o~~~- huh .. ~- . ·· -: . -\. _~ :._-. ::::·: _ ,_ ;::_'._.~ "· ,:' .. ;.:_; . ,:; -\ · > :t.~ .. -:_: :-:7 !·:· 
1 I "la :'.!- • 1 • • ,t: ' •' I • • • .._ ~ · '. . ..., ·~ ,• ' 

. .. .. - . .· - ,.· . . ':'' t-:"··· ':;· :._ _ .-·. : = ....... ~ .·• ~; 

· Whitlock: · · " · 1 said Novemt>~r;· it. could have-been ·octooer ·that .we di~ this·.-· : " ... : 
.. . . ' . 

I . - · '.· !·think it was around the first of· November·. S·o . .. Again; I . :_ ·· \ 
": ,. .. . nA.~4,fgi... ('~rl'"~1!d" r' 

.. reiterate, we were producing rntellig'ence on~ / 1~dr'\.be~ - · 
ii. • •• -

\.-rnf,_ )1:~at.a.verL14,1 think, before it was produced anyp_lace else. 
""' f ' .. 

. I · ' 4 

.. . _, .. 

.1" . 

Farl~y: 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

I don• t think it ·was even being produced in Wa_shington on the . . 
' . ' 

basis of what they were getting. They were too far behind the time. 

That's right. 

Hawa11 wasn't hearing enough of it. · I 'think we car-ried a 
'1>1.t.._,) e K.- . 

maJor portion of the i~tell 1ge~ce ~through, at least 

through the early stages of the war, and J think pre~ty 

well through the war . . ,. 
_ •· W·111~'> rN:<:>~ 3(\1? ~ 

Good. Should we move on to. the it}~lfi!~~ or is there 

"· something up to that point that you'd like to talk about. 

· . 
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Wh1 t lock 

Farley: 

Wh1 t lock:· 

Farley: 

Whit lock· 

Far:l ey: 

Wh1 t lock: · 

.· 

CC"l'\'· e ·~ 1 } o 1· 

Well, we' re st1ll on ;/odr~f.&t. Oh, oh. l got ahead 

and now we're go1ng 
p.1 r . 
Mnght. 

/ti/ . ' 
·Mr1 ght". -· . 

to have to drop back. 

Fair enough.~· ·:-, . la~ 
. . Jfi • ·\..Of<tq I . . .. 

- On ~if.ftg~.ti,~ There's somet~~ng 'else 1 'd 11ke to pomt 
'r 

out. . . ~ 

. ~ ' ... . 

·. Please, please·.·.·. · :.·_'.; · ... , 
• 4 . • ... · ' - •, • ' -::.· j' 

Okay. ·As l~·ind~-c~t~-d'-:~~:1i":tt.ie.·earlier;,·.1·v~· always. 
. . . .•,·,~ • • r •• •• .• :. •• ~. , . • - • • ··~I , ~ ,. 

·, 

\•' . . 

b~en-. in·t~.r~·s .. ted .in".the crypta~al.yti.c··.;~rfd of _.thin~s.. so: 

·l.' ~n -~~lj~~;~~~A~o~~:r' ~- --~~~·l~ -'.~.~<;~ .. 1·1.::;m~ ~w~;k -~u~· :o_f t~e · ·. · ·: ~ 
i ... • . •::.. •. ~ • • Iii •, I :="' • ... • ; ; ' • 1 °1 ""·' o ~· • 

1 
I o ' ~ • • ."1 - ' .• . ... •: o' 

'·way,'"!ify:repor't'rw"nt~en,;-J.'a~go'down and get'aho
0

Jd of a· .... : .... :·--·~~ 
.-_,. : ': · . . ;·:~ .... . ,.·:,·. ·. '. ·-. '' '·. '.. . fli..J.J~ ·.,.' s' 

· .. wo~k:s~~~t··~~~.;: I. ;·~?~1a.,. s·ta·r.t ~ ~~i_l i~g. a·cid.it i v~s·· o~r.~··· .. ::;e· .:f A]. 2 
. ' ' : ·. •, ' • .-·:, - .:.. - ·, '. . ' ... ' .-c ' ', ... r. .... 'fJ.,.z ' ' ·, .... 

. , : .,sys
1
te_m. __ ·A~d· .. ?n.·l~e.w?.r,k.~.h~~ts .on wh.·i~h they,.,,rne~~ages~: 

'' • ' • J •' C' - "''' -· ., I t • • ~,• • .-' • • 

. they rnva ri ably left off the messages headings. Th.ey -: ·: . '. : 
• - • ••• . • .. ~ . . . ' "I. ··.. • . 

\ • • o • '• -·: 'j. - • : • I ' • • • I • • • • > o • o • • 

• 1 

Farley: 

Whitlock. 

· •· would pt.it-io'nly the:origrnator of the message and then they'd 
,· .. 

~ • I r ' 
• .. '· I ~ 

·":_ W~lte all .... the code groups across. Startm'g·point and.sta'·rting' pomt· 
I I~ lo ~ ', • O 

0 ~ I~ o :· •I o• •So• • ',• .Y 

.: .. ···and· start rng. point. ·. ~ that you could I ine .them ·up . 
' .... ·. : ....... ... •. .' . '~ 

~~ An~ the~·;ou ~a~e ~6ur·known code groups and start playi~g 

with ~the things .until you could get u11e that would drop 

the whole.l1ne. Huh? . 
. :: ..... ·' .... 

. Yes; ' I Ive' done that~ to'o. 
' . 

So ·what I dlScovered is rny knowledge of traffic. analys1s. 

I could look at.the heading and Just about tell them 

what the message_was going to say. I could tell them the 

code groups .to look for .. Place names, ship names. The 

average crypt clerk was flymg blrnd 

h1t-ot'-m1ss bas1s. Without any clues to go on. 
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: . 

So I sort ~f teamed op with one of th~ e.nhst .. d 4,.$. C' • ~ t fies· 

Guy ,by the name · of .Anderson. And he and l, 1. think·,. began· 

to pull ·mo~e add1tives than about ft"Y !our or!iv~:of 
I ' . • ' • . • I • ' • • • , • ' I ' 

. ~he rest of t~~.m put together .. . ~~d ... they '. ~eg':l~-.to ke~p ., · .. 

a score of ~h~' was-pulll'ng the ~~st -~dd;·t"i~~s-.~ w~11 .• · A .~X~.~:.s~. 
_. .,, 

0 
1 • ". l ;, I • • tM'" I \. - "··:- ~ • ,' I ' • 

iciA(r.W ~~·s: ·well: ~P .t.her:e ·~ 11_ ·the:. time.~~ ... He -~~s · .~ul i mg _.-_ . 
• ,"' ' • •! .. , • '> .~ J • • • • ', I ' ... • 't •' ' ~ ~ • • (. 

·, · about thre~ ~o one. for·. anybody else. in there . .:;-And . ~e daf!1n. 
" • ·~ ~ ·.-.· • .• __ ; . · •' r , , .- ' •' , • ..( • • , ';.., ; ... ,' "' • ! . • . • ~ i .; :. ; , 

'near·went)i'lind·doing.·it.·· ·But"~t any rate, ·."all of a ·. ·' .· 
. · .. ·- . . :: . -. ",· .. "' . - .. ':,,· :· .. - : .-· ._ · -~.· ·:-.:.. . ·. .. : .. · :· -~·~-·: .· 

· '-· ... : 

· · . .- sudde~ ... And~rson',s,sco.r_e begin_~ropping.d~wn_..i.,)t got t~·whe.r~-; · -.'~ : 
• ... ·' _.. " :. I' ... Ip • ,... • • -: J •. ,' , .... : .- .... ~ ·7. . ~.. . .. . •' ' 

· .. · · e.v~n ~·c\9f,{,/\~'- ~~~ dumbest: ~le.rk we~1~ad ·in . .th~~~: was· . · · '.·_.'_, · : · : 
. . . . . ' ... . . ' --· . . "" . 

;• ·. ' . ~ull·i~g ~re ~dd~tlV,eS than -An«i~rs~~ was~-. _)nd~r·~:on }M.si1~-!li~ .. > 

'. ' ''. JP w~ s a 'n~~c~~mnun i ~. t mg So·~~ of. ~/~~-~.:: ~ was ~ork j ~~ 'h.k~ \;~ 111 

" ·'but-..ther~ : was 'n~ addit1ve~ coming 9ut. ·Nolfody could_ figure~ .· .. · 

' .• .o~~ "!~~t he .;as· ddrng. Well, Andy f rnal 1; c·~nf1 ~ed.' i:n ..• 0~:_--. .. <... ~, . 
• I • • • • •. \ 

He says,.-"I th1.nk I'm on to something." He sa·ys, fitlitl.I ·found 

(b)1~) 
(b) ~)-50 USC 403 
(b) ~hP . L . 86-36 
(b)i~)-1~ USC798 

il "'~ I a\ d.. .A hi . i l . J 
He h 1 t one J. ~t,. rn there and, boy, fo'-1'4' 

go off. He got this book pretty wel I stacked up and)tltJ.. 

o'l. cit.. ~Mld~ .. \~nct Fabian was Just ribbrng the hell . out"c 

of Andy ~t\yt~ "What 1 s the matter Anderson? Your score 1 s 
• 

r+ "c ( ,,(J 

-

. l 
. 1 
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falling .off. ~o\'.A\A.Wf Andyt ''You son of a bitch."(laugh) . 

·Anderson hated Fabian with a purpl.e.pass10n, but for.no good 

re~sori bec.ause Andy was one of Fabian's fair-haired boys, 
.. 

but Andy didn't , ~now it. .But a.ny ·rate, it got to the . 
. .. . . . : . a~ . ··.. . . 

.... :. po mt .that Ander.son was pul.1 mg someth~ .n- the orde~ of.:,;:,. 

si.x or ··sev~n hundred add1tives ·a day when the best below 
. .,.,a..-!: \ . . . . . _. ·. . ,,.· ./ . > himApul ! i~g .. ~~mething ar~und two hund!'"ed: and fifty o~ three . 

, . / . - ~"' :hu.~d~~d~ :J .An~ ~e wasn't saying anyt_hi.n~ to ·anyb~d~. · And·· ·. f ~d.1l\ . . • 
~ . · · ,.· ~ ·. "'-·./. ·A~~i\lb( fab1an had. ~o get ·at him. ···what the hell are you ... .. · · · 

··: ...... · •.. - '~ · ~- "·<;·_t :. ·d~:~·ng,; Andy?"· And: he . found out about the
10

ha'ndy Andy.'' .:__ ·; ·· 

. '· 
.. , .... ·· : ., 

· _.... · . ~e ·ll, Fabian .lik~d. to beat him about the head and ears ... 

'.-~ • I ' . ... ~' - .. But they put this thing together and everybody st~rted us1ng it ~nd 

'. · . : _:'_· · b;~other! that more than quadrupled the o'utput of additives 
~ .. : ,• 

').~ '. ,;-, .. _: :. -.: ·.·: . frO!" · that place. 
~ .. .. .: ,I ~. 

• • • • , ' J 

~-.:· ,· Fa.rley: .. 

"· 
·-. ' 

Whitlock; 

Jarley: 

... . . · 

;· 
·:. . , . Jlh I t lock : . 
i ; . . ·' 
~ . 
I ~. 

;-' ,. 

' . 
! ~ ~ 

.· .. 
! . 

p , ) -----·-·- · 

So it was worth the .while he spent preparing that. 
-:r· ~"'--

Yeah. Yeah. And l\,\ this is something j~pretty sur-e 

didn't go on in Hawa 11. 

No. No, 1 've never heard of this one either. Anderson 

is a familiar name, b~t l Just can't place him 1n the 

hierarchy. 

~itt 

Well, l don't know wnat happened to Andy. They put him 

u.P for corm11ssion the same time that T was put up for it. 

And Andy was sent down with rne to take our physical at 

Melbourne, physical promotion. Andy said, "I don't want 

the goddamn co1T111ission." Fabian says, ''You're going to tak~ , 

it." Andy was grumbling all the way down there. So we got 

down to the doctor. He was going to ~ive us the physical and 

..... 
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Farley: 

Whit lock: 

~ •·. 

Farley: 

Whitlock:. 

Andy says, ''Doc, do I have to take this damn physical?'' 
)>,, c . J t 

And the doe- says, ''If you .want to get prorno~ed, you Jlnt~a,. ~-~ 1. 0 

take it. 11 He says, ''Well, I don't want to get promoted. 11
• 

di~ sa)Ls ('\:HeU-:""--<He\.ay~·~· •l. Cbr!tlt.1 He says, "1 can't . hear . 

very well.".· He .says, "l can't hardly see a damri thing. 11 And 
.. ., . 

the do.ctor says, "Wel I, Andy, how did you get in the Navy. 11 

.·. 
He says, "J wasn't this way when J got in the Navy. 11 (lau~h) 

The Navy did it to me, huh? ... J,·1 · 
So he said, "Okay. Put your clothes on. 11 so '.Andy never .A.dad~ •1n·, 

take his commission. Later on he did. ·He .relented arid acc~pted. , _ 
. ' . .. 

J don't know what happened to him since .. then. . But 1 'm ~ . 

ment10r11ng Just a fe1>f.the people, th·e:n_a~el~_ss indi.vi.duals• .. 
. . , ' . . .. ' . ·,' ·, . . 

who was responsible ' for the C
0

ryptanalyti~. su~c~5s' ~-.n;~. 
. . '· 

Navy scored in World · W~r II~ The ·mo.re · I think b~ck to ' 
... . . : · .· 

these individuals a~d\iha~'·they .d.id! the" more.'upset '] . ·. 
. . ;. . . . . " ' . . . 

get_ 

Why 

about the mcpi~ 'to single out Rochefort for his accomplishments. · 
7 · · ... · ' . :13rc"-i..:s.e ·.··:· · · _. - .-

IS ttia~, ~l~you P~?.ple didri't ha~e good PR men?· ... 
~ . . ' 

·well, as I say, ·you have to remember the cond1.tions that 
. : ·. . . 

existed at ~that time: Rochefort is one of the few people 
. . . . I.A.~ 

. that.we· had· that., high visibility. Now we had people~~ 
. ~ h~ . 

out_: in ·the Far
7
East that/high visib.1lity, bu~ with respect 

to a local Admiral, ~t'\lciJ·\r't<kt\,dJJJ,l.not with respect to 
- ~ \o . 

a fleet commander ,~,was making the maJor decisions, see? 

So I look at Rochefort. ·~~J\f\.JI don't know anything.about the 

man. I have no reason to bel 1eve that he isn't one 

of the better types that we had. But I can't believe that 
<;- ,• ,, 

he s1ngle-handly with his little pill-pushing crew at station H 
I 
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were the ones that pulled the c;J>~l Sea and the Battle of 

Midway and the rest of World War 11 ~hesinuts out of th~. 
L' 1• 

fire. That isn 1 t the way it works. I know because·J 
. . . 

told you b_efo~e . . 1 ·v·e held a c9mp~rable J.ob, the c~~parabie 
; 0 • •' • • "" ; I: "• • I•~;' ,•. ~· I '• -• 

job, as· ·a matter."of fact.-~and I 'know how it·works 'there~ '. 

. · So.· ~e~:1:.-·1~~·~,.?~e··.·l:.·w~ti·~·i::~lse··:do .. i:.-n~~d to·~~e~.1-)tj~. ·>.: 
: .,:: ·· 1;_. .. t ;eg·1 If~~- f;.i;, 1i C.~~1.;z1 , J 0 ~ ~, : . (< . ..:_:: .• " · - .-~- :'·:" -; . ". · 

. . " ·.·._·: .. :·a ~u. ·: -~.·-~~~:...:.:\' :\'~·.:";~.~';~·:,.::.·._::~·:.J'._:.·:·:. ·".' _ · ... ~ ·'\-_.·,_ ~ ... ~ >.~)":· 
Farlef: ··.~Was the .tun.nel.""'a pretty· decent plac·e·~rn which to. work and'. :. r.-., 

.• · :;::{\ )_ive? __ , "'' >V. /~( ''.' .~~ t ~:'. -~.; :·:·~- . -· • ·· .. :; : ... '_ ·. X. : >..~: ·.: · 
Whitlock·;. "·~·~:·.v·e.;h.'.·~·veah:.~/.w~11 ~~the }-frst ~~rt1a~~-~~ rio"f .it1e-·· 1a·tte~:··· .. ~. : _::i'._c;":·'.._ ·~-~- '.-, :--

• " .":,I .... • "·.,_. :(' ~.~ • :, ; • • . ~- . . ~ >. ._ ·;:.~. • .' . ~' - ' ~ > ," ~ • '_ "• '." .. ~·; ~~·:. ~ ~ .. ~.~ .. f -•·". : ; . :~' • •: ~~ ~-,. . 
.. . .;-·;·.·.· .. '.· _f{~ ... ~-a1'•-~~~t~SJm~m ... \I, .. ,_ .. , .. ~ ...... r • • ·~ .... ::·,·:·. ·:.,, ,. . .. .. . . r~ .. -~ .!I- .. • J "' • • .. ·,. • • -,·,: ••.. ~:· .. -•• _.·1~"'~ ... ';. .?.~· ·.;:·_.· ~ _. ... -· -=--~·~ :.· I l'o ';:

1 
... ~i>l.I -t..::J~S' f'• -:. "',~·'·:, .. •• '\'"•,.,\" C,

011 ~ ,J~ , .. ' ol~I ~ -, ,.., °' - r -

Farley:''.·,.·: •.We're .. yO"ur,- l>i.1.l~ 'i_n~·ide a'J_so?_ ,._ .:~: •. _ .-·\ · ... ~ .. ~.- ~" :~ · -~". ;' ~:_, ,·. '.~, J. 

Wh1 t I+:.:,::: ~N~ { :: ·:· y_.;~:~ ·~: ~:}:, '.~ ~ :~'.i~'.i'l~~-· %f ~ ~;~:;:: ~;;~t .:/;; ~~: ::: ~-~· . : 7'.: ~; · .. :..-./ , 
Farley.· . .-·~You.were.ou.t on the1'(,\1° ..... .- ....... ·.·. - ... , . :~· .. .-1.~._,· ·. ,·, •.• 

• .. ",, .... •I .... : •. 1'·,, ol::• .. ' •• '. I 1', I I.. ·~ "': o :"' .. • .~ .. -.... ,,,:. ', :,l: • .'·, , .. ·!,".·-::·,:a. ... ·. \.'' .~ .( ·: ~.··.-.' ,·~ ·~'}. .:'· ... : ... 
. Whitlock: .. ~.'/_-~They had a quarters. area. think there was ·seven .. or 'e19ht; '..' \". \·"·.; '.' .'.-. · _. 

• .. ; '- •• I'' 0. I •, ' I ~ ' o .... l, ... ' I I I':... ~: ; .. !' •:. 

.• .. .: .. 

·.c_·~:··sets of.·quarters. There was_one·set.·:of qua_rters th.at·;",· ··~ .< .. ~ ,: 
~ • i: •· I' • : ....... ' •' • rl 

·,_ was.bu1l~ for chief petty officers, unmarr1ed. •Then there·~ 
• • "'P I I . . 

was a set of barracks .·for all enlisted men~ unmarried . .' And · 

then .l.'.guess there was perhaps .fjti'ai1lets 1 s see, one, two, 

three, four1...,..perhaps five other set5 of quarters for married 

'people and.thank God they never took any wives or dependents 

out to-th~t place to have to 11ve Jn those ~uarters. The 

quarters themselves were nice. Well, nice as you could expect. 
W·~ho'\a~y. N\j)..~•tfin/ 

It was Ph1lippine mdllD:gtltt;'-.f lt was set on beams, I4xl4 ma.nogoA:Y 

beams is what they were set on. And after the first 

attack we had an unexploded bomb come down through the house, 

.go through the whole house, go th~ough one of these beams and 

. ~ . 



' ' DOCID: 4129566 .. . 
78 

'• . . , 
. ' I .. ' 

d1sapp~ared into the earth and never went up~ .. . 
Farley: . _My gosh . 

;, 

. · 
. . Wh1tloc~:. ·-_- · -. The. ~1ff:rculty w1tti. the'qua~ters was that they had 011-burning 

- - , . 
cook ·stoves . And the way that it worked 1s that you regulated · -- ·.,.; 

" C rari:ey: 
. ·.·· ·"' 

.. , 
'' ·r • . . 
" . Wh 1 t I 6ck : 

L ... • o I 

• 'i 

. . .. 
'. i , .......... 

,. r ' , 
' ' 

· .~·~. :_ ,. '· .. . ;, . ~ 

. ,, ..• . : ··.·, 
~ -,ii:-' - . . • 

·~: ; -~~:: Fa r_-1 ey: 
, ""' • · I I 1 

·_ ~::; Whit·lock: 

·-

. ·, . 

But after December 7th, we hastily -got out of those 

bu1ld1ngs, those quarters. 

Let me ask about the relationship with the Anny troops ·· 
C.-one116or • . . · 

on C-ot""r-t1)eden. Did you associate at all, either socially 

or A.\Woffic1ally7 

A little bit~ A little bit. We weren't too welcome really. 

We could feel it, sense it more than anyth1ng else. And we 
• • ,' 

0

JJb. f ciy ~ ~ s . . 
didn't . make m~ny.f~p:ilJJ3. I went, J th1nk, once or twice to 

1(6c ~f 1t( -1hH~ 
the r'9der ~l"E?fi\·~1 ub or whatever ., t was. Rocker four, 1 

.. ' . ' 

forgot what it was. 

Yeah. 

.. . 
~-. . ·., ..... .. . ,. - .· ' . . - . 

You didn't feel welcome. You d1dn 1 t feel quite 11ke 

you belonged there. And we d1d make some friends. We ~ . \.v,a.·~· ~ 
~ . . . , • . 

:. . 

I - •. ,';- • '· ·,. ~ 
., · ' I 4 ' ~ ' ~ 

·' ..... , .. 
"o I 

. . 
A~aq'ua 1~tance,..ef I met a couple of sergeants ;tiey used 

·to come down and drink our beer and play pok~r with us . ... 

.. 
I 

.., 
· ... 

. •' 

! •' I 

.- . ... 

•. 

-.. 

~ ., 

j 

l 
i 
J 

J 
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Come to thrnk about· lt, we .never went tJP to their place (laugh),·· 

. Farley: 
. . 

Whitlock: ~ ~ W~ll, ~acArthur: · 

.. 
Farley: : .. ·· - ~ "':· .. :o-~~~·: .. _, . 

,•. - ... . 
Whitloc~: · · . We,11, this .. is ~omethrng can perhaps relate. 

... .' ,\_ . \\,; . ~'.:·:. 

· Farl.~y: ~-· .... · .... ;:fl ·'}J :,i~ht~ 
. - . . . ' ·~.· · .. ~.·. ·' . 

. •. -
.. ' 

'I ,• i •, 

. ·.W~1tlock; '.,,<'."In. some of ... the records, J think, rn gorng through this 

; . -· : · .· •, ... < docume·n~ ·.on~A(~~''";h~1 ~~~~~ry, the COMJNT effort 
" ' . . ' . '. . ;~ .•. "" .. ~( ~ ,· : ~ . ~ ; . . ' 
~: .~· · ... : "-~'~• - ',-_:).n.:.the _Philippines, some mention was made about the Army f1ling - . . . . . . . . 

. .... ~ ..... · 
:>:.·::..:'; a·~complarnt on non-cooperation on the part of the · Navy un1t dn 

. I> -· . . . 

.. 
. ' 

"'' ,·.. ·· .. ·· ·_ · ·.-:-' :·.:~A~ Monkey Point. 

i : because most of the intelligence that we were producing 

And th1s, of course·, was totally unJust1f1ed 

i . .. 
r; ' .. . . ,. 
~­
!•. ... 
~~· . . .. . 
r. . 

t . ' 
I . . 
~. j. • : . 
..... . ; '~ - ' 

~ . ~ ' · 
I .. t . 

r.· . 
.· {' 

r . 

~A .AA'i ·~ (»H"""1' Jof" . 
wa~ the type that the Anny on i'Ot"l'i~n could do nothing about . 

. • • • c· . 

MacArthur ~d\navt\_no1L...~~,could not have reacted to . 1 t. There 

:was nothing that he could have done~ And, as is pointed out 

rn that repol'"t, l d1dn't know about lt at the· time, but ·1t seems · 

the one rnstance rn which rnfonnat10n was passed to h1m, that one 1 

I qol/ - - • 
of our of f1cers was Ptay1hg~~.th1s wa~ before the war._- -

p . ' .. 
apparently on the basis of a furple decrypt~rt.Dnei .... : 

@Ycl\ir~f"\:~/O.ut1~1~.Ylnb-1Jdl~fiLld<1• .heard a couple of typ~~ 
that weren't even cleared, Army types,· d1scussing 1nformat1on 

. . / It ti\/t t i....! ~ 
that he'd turned over to them. So, I know ~~c\IC&'W~g1ve them 

nothing except what they could ~se, what we were sure they 

could use. And it never .l\;-\lJ:~~JJ seemed to us that the 
to 

powers e'f be had too much confidence 1n what we told them anyway. 

• 1 .• • 
. -..... :: . ;_ . 

l · -1.: .-

., . 
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And furthermore. amazrnaly enough. they dldn 1 t seem 

to know how use what w~ give them ~hen it could be used. 

And to demonstrate th.15, flt,~)\/'~i{Jus.t 5hortly after )1~H/h 1 M~V\; \'2.-

was.occup1~d, and the Japanese Navy had. moved lnto th~ 

.Navy ya rd '" ;:.:YUt ~~:. r~Panese Navy brought '" some f i • ,;_ t, 
~ planes: T~~s~· are Bettys. 1 th1nk it_ was the .Japanese 2e~", 

.. ~~ equipp~d ~ith float~.' w~11.· MacArt_hur'.s _·air force, 
. . ·'.; "t\.t:..''"":..1·\('1 :-\o \~~'hL<~. . . . . '. 

a5 1 recall, had L\,..:.~~lili·Ule~~~·-we.ha?. ·· 

.. ·· .. ~~out·, .~.·t_hi~_i<; t~~_re A~'..~·,f~~.r ~e['il.~~able._~:~-~ .. s_J'eftb_. \J • Y.n. ( 7 ) ... " . -.· . " . . .. -'; .. ~ ..... - ' . . ' . . -c" _( a. ~ ) 
)f I rememb_er rightly .and_ they_·had moved.them into·, cab eae-iri •.. ·.:. 

. · ··which· •. ~a~ ?~·~; -~~~~~!-~~t~~; ·ha/~~~. Pi.per cub· : · · " -·~ · 
· .. K\'fl.A\£"'1. . : .. ·-,·.,.·~iflfi~1Hf'e.11J.o~'!.: .- .- . . .. . . 
.- ~t -~AP.j~~d _a~· ~~O[_/;f., ·~e~_l·;·~~.~ .. P1~p~r ~~~ .. ~a: :~-.~ivi~i~n·· 

O 0 
0 O "I '' '' - , •· • (. • ,.. • I ' S ": .J 1 • •.t I ' r ; 

· .. plane'_ that was_ un'\Jrmeei:··: And .~the ·Japanese ihad'·,mpved _thelr . 

·.~.~,:.·bat ter-ies. a:r~~nd. :·; ~-(~·l'a~r~ afnd~- 5~~!r;e·~ 
1

sh.~l i:~~~~ ~~·: .. :--_. 
. . _J>i'ti-v-'~a.s - '· · .- · . -~'-'-e ·, ... · · '.·· -f1i.J·: '.~ ,. 

·from the Betang1:2s shore.Q.R(l-~ had nothrn9iwe_ could 
.... . . . ... ,. -

trairi on that. a .. rea '_unt i1 they crank~d ·arou~d one or' the 
. • Se"t\L 

twel~e. in~h m9rtar5. 'tor.side. And they ·c:.e-t th15 P1per Cub 
· ·. 7>:1~ ti;,.. o-1 a~ 

up to d9 som~ ~eco_nnaissan.ce work over B~ to see l f he 

I .... I .. 

cbuld locate the batteries. over there· and the guy that was fly1ng 

it.·1 don 1 t know t~is • but ~6meone sa1d that he was flying 1t 

with a sh"otguil ac.ross. his lap. (Laugh) ·But at any rate. 1t 

was pretty p1t'1ful. ~ell. he wa~ over there tool mg around 
1) .ch.~ ~jl.S° . • . ~ C'l.IJ Ir f. 

_over Ba-t~~ when we cop1ed a message out of ?11'Jq~ orderinq 

five Bettys lnto the air to de~troy the enemy plane over 
lJ ~';,.~-..'\"A. S'. '". . . 
·~-.Well, Rufe Taylor got on our fleld phone 

n\a.c A.tTlw.r 's 
and called Mac~~JCP and got MacArthur's G2, some colonel. 
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Farley: 

Wh1tloc.k: I don•t ~remert1ber what his .name. 'He ·went on to become· a general. 

FArl ey: ·~ ~ .. };1\hk·~1:·;,. :<·.,,.::/· .... '. ·." ... 
Wh 1 t leek: -. 

.. . - I • I .: ... '. • • ' 

·Well,. he got him on.the.phone, and Rufe .told him what .. 

. . 

.. 
' 

Fa.rley: 

, • r ,, •' , '' •· , . ..: ~ ~ ~ "I • ' .. _ ~ :tr ,• '., ·~ • '· • . ' I ' • . • "' 
1 

• • 

. ·w~ .h~~-· When )~f e 'got ·t~ro.ugh. tel.1 ihg. h)m·, he ·s~ys',' 11 DJl. ~~o~t-. it?" 
: -~ . ' • ,!", • , .. i· '., . .' • 1 • • ~ r.' 1 • r .•' ', '.·'-." ~ :" • • 

1

1 

, ·~ -, • : • • •, ·•' : 
1 

.. • . , .; ~ ~ ' 

- .~· ".Qp·abcfut it.- .well.,·.man;: .. ·if.·you!ve got.any.P-40s l~ft_.you . · .· 
:,·· .. · · .. ·· ::./ · .·; .. /r:--_'.·." <Y<·~:-~ ........ ·_ .. _:·~-.-:~· ·: ".: ~ · ... ·~.-..- .. · '-'> ... : .. ·~-:.··· · 

· .. cjer. in, the ~air~ you bett~r'.· get·. them hi .the air. or_.yoy •,re· going. _to'.· ·l· .. 

.;. • • • • ..... \ .... : I.. : ;... ' .~.. • .. ~ ;· I '···1: .. ~ t ~ ....... ' .• · '". • I • ••• • .. ~ '.. •• r~ • . ~ r·~ •... ~·' ~ ,,"' .- ... ··• .-.· :. "·:~ ··-~ I J .. • " 

lose·a "Pip~:lr Cub •. ". Appar~nt·ly.this-knus:~.lehead.·says:, ~"wen, ·1 ·' ·• :· · 
._. · . ···;· ,; :. ' "'-. · r. ', ',·,: , ; ::·.· .• \,. ": ~-~r.- ./~~}·~:.~.·;.'-· .<~ '. ·:._..'-:' ::· .. '!..'·,..,\~.&:-., ... i'~ '. · ... '." 
~:.·.~.do~!-t. ;know.what r cdn'd9:atiout .. i.t.· 11 ·:.And·.R1:Jfe ·.ra.Yl«:.?r· just··.·...-:!·-;·'_ .. :;~.' . 

. ·. • ·,.' • • ~>• ;·>"' : J' .l, .. I• 1''"~'"' '• •, · .• -· \ - ·~ j •,,: ~:;~ ~: ~~~~ •• "'·.· r ..,.•' ·:~·•I,_,• '.I ':: · .. ,, l' ,' 

· - : ·blew.a. fur,e.·-: ~ft~r he sl!l1T1ned the qam~fed· ... recei,ver~back·.do~n~·.1 ~·~- .· . . . · .. 
·. : .... ·. : . >~.· .. ;·., .. .- .:. " .. Ill. i: ... ~ ... -~ .... .: ··."'-.·~ >-~~··' y ·. ~. ~ ·. -~<l--~ ':' \ _·.·.~· ~ .. ~ ~·~ ... ~· "·-· - · ... 

·· :-. he ·stooCI there·for .a·.while!·· He sayr,.;" 11.Coirie~.O'rf;)~let 1 s, s~e ·> ·.·:·: '1. :., .-· ... · .. 
. - .. ·· · ... :~· · .. ,~ .... i. - • ~· L "' \\·. • •• , ,-f.:~: .··:;,·f"l~.i ... :.~ ._.,;, '"·,:"' • \·; .. ;~; - ~ ,.·. · .. 

. ... . • r.. . . ..r • . .. .. .;)~a. ,, .a.;- ... •"l.'~- . ',. _,.,. .. _, ' ··-~· ~-- ,l ... ·.: - ... 

·· ... W,h~t :~~P~,~~~_.'.1 
· ~_And~go o.~t o_f.}_~~ ~un,,n~}_·.i.~.i(w~~~~-:tp;··.~.>;~'.:;· · ~: .. ·.:;: r;" .. 

" ~ .· . . . . . . . . . . . ,· .- . . . . .• ~ : . . li _., ~\·"" "' «:.;: .\ ·' . "" • . "" • -; ' !"" . . • • • .... . I .• • I ... _. • • • Tfl ~ . \. L' I • :" • • • 

.. . 

: ....... " ... q~v·~~.~pm~nt~.: .. ·: :" s~ .. ~~-. g'o~ ... ou_ts_J~e"~~d .. ~-~ ~,~: \~ \t ~ ... ~.~~'. >~~. .· .. :. ·.· .. -:_ ~ ~ ...... :: ; . 
' • • •'. ,. • _, ~ •• ' - • • I ... • .. , ~ •• I ...... • I '\, . I .. ; -~ -. 

.·>:·· .. ',ole f1·p~r1-Cutl°:come.~earin 1 ·back in·l1ke a ·Sta.rtled ~oliey·'. .... . . . . ... . . 
of' ' . • .. " ~ • • 

• • .:~. ,-"" ~···':-· ~\ · .. ' ..... ; .~ • .·:~.:.t•• ·~-: • :~ ,:~ : • • '• .. '·•: .·: ',. • ,·. ·,,,,... • ~ ',1 ~ ·:·.:.- I •-:;-

' ; . ·. . .bee and ·1.anped at McK ml ey and the .P40s got up there· and managed ·: . . 
• ' 

1 l "' ,• I 0 • 
. ' • : I • •, ',. .. -~-

' · ... .-,. ~ .to engage· th~ B~t tys and 
,• ,~' 

1 

• 
0 

' ' , 1 • I • a" 0 
1 ' 

0 

I 

'.. tha.t . ever o~ctired .. in the 
.. 

Ph1l1ppines ·at ~he early stages of the 

.. 
:- YU,\S'. 11." . 

no ,tt.4'vi.'{?,+.o\_;!'rors on, either s1de. 
. .A'!I ~ ,I \.. ~ f' •' C' '1 I GIN'" 

to Jilo.r~\~oor "unt11 after 

No lbsses, no hits, 
.·. '· . . 

MacArthur dldn't come o~t 

. Dec:erriber -~th,, ~._1ght? .. ·e~e~,!ir< . 
Wh1 t lock:. Oh _no .. ·~·~1ac:. onJtft~~ before then. .:--

Farley: 

Whitlock· 

Ji~./:bof'l ~~w· .,..,., ... <- k. btt{N"e...,. 
. . ~ e,'°-E!.J 

~~wa~VieflL fo-ri."1.J:'le was· l 1vinq1 h~ ~ad quarters there 

for,,.l.:\,obj/pra'ct1cally all the.time that was there. He 

was e 
All 

Farley: Good. ..~ r 1 ght. Yes, I know that, too. 

1 knm" that. 
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. . 
.... 

. ·-· 
' ,"·' :.Whitlock: 

~ . . . .. ' . 

. ' 

. :.:-

; , o I I 

./'i .: 
,• 

.· .. ' . 

I ' .. 
~ ·-- ' - ·· 

'' ·1 don.' t know when he went 'out there, b1Jt he was there when 

got there. I know that. Because we used to go_ past 
. . 

his quarters and he had h·is ' little boy out there with · . . 

'j};;;;t~a\ Ing ca.re of hl.rn. L.i tt le·: k
0

I d rtJ~n ing i around-. the .... 
•' ~ 

k 1 ck mg . so 1 di ers 1 ri 'the S.h 10~ . and" they di dn • ·t. ··dare· to.· . . . .. . · .· . . 
• p ,. 

do anything abo1.1t ·it_. ·. .. '.• 

·, , ... 
r • ' · • ': • ' . 

Yeah. Who .was th~-senior'Na~y ~officef? i ~ 

_, · ' ir.'~eh ~ · · 
Senior Navy off~cer: ,4}h~\.w~~L~. · Be~or~ 

" I , I •'-

•I ' ' .. 
. . I • ' o ,• • 

• •• : ... -~ > . ' 
· .-:.. -

' . 
or after? · 

' ;' 

1940s. • . . . .. . . ·.• 

We 1 l · ..... 
-. . :. • J, • , 

• ' ' ~ h •• .. , , • •• .. 

' ;- ~ "? _ .. --· "'· ~ .·. ~ . ':... . ..: . '. 'it. •. • - • 
• ' , • • . • • ' . •• .. - , •. J I • : '· ~ • ·. · , • "':, 

I'm .sorry. ·· Befor:e Pearl : H~rbor~_. ~ "'. ·.· . .: .. · : .. ._ ' -"" ! :.::.;_ •. •," 1 : __ ;"., •• 

• • • • • .. ~ • : .. I • • • L' .. • ""~o. I I' • ' . • ·• - • ~· • 

Before P~arl Ha~b~r . it'p~~bably·w~~: . t:~~._co~~n~fer~~e had~_ . ; '~<~(- ·-,._.-.... • · 
• • : ' • ' .: I • • 4 .-.. • • • • • L· -: • . . ·. .. /; " " . ... , ~ • ! · . ·: 

at Monkey Po,int, Cotniiander Carlson .. · And th.at was kind . ~"'j.;_ ,;. ~ .. ~ , 
. . ' . ":' . . . ' ... . . ' ., . ~ . . .... . . . ~ ·. . . . . ,. . .. ... ..., 

of a funny ar:~ngement. ;Commande.r ~arlson . w~s sen~or t.o·· ··_: ·:-::: · .. ·. 
. .. ~ ... ' ... . . : ~ ' ~ ... 

Fab1an or L1etwiler or any of the rest of them, bu't Fabian · and . . _·· 

L:rltwiler were. th.e guys ta~~.!mh Rufe Ta~lor·~~e · · ' .. 

~Oft~ 1hat run the show. Swede Carl son, Commander Carl son- was . . 
./ . f .;, c.. {..(' 

, I 0" . 
. . a.language~and I think he was so highly specialized that they 

·didn't trust him to'b~ .rn corrmand, except rn name only. 

"/l.f( TAPE 3 SlDE 1 

Mright sir. 

.· ' 

Well, .il"'• after the war got under way, and I guess it was J1..t~ 

I . 

• '!: .. 

. . .: 

; 

"I . . . 

. ... .L . ... . .. 

' l 

.. 

. . . -.. 

. . 

. . . . 
· . . . 
: 

. I 

·-· : I I 

· .. · ~,dec1s1on was appar~ntly made, and this is one of the ·few dec'1s10ns. 

· th~t 1· didn:t overhear, to send sorne of our peopl~ 6ut 

·.of Corregidor. 
. ... . . 

And they· decided to send Charlie• Johns and 
I 

I . 
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. ..... . . · . .,,.. ... 
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,, : I • • .... • -~ : ... .. .. . 
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Ted Hoover, who were ~he othe~ two traffic analysts 
. 0 .._ t : 

there.,.......-l(}~l' with the group headed by Fabian, Lt Fab1an. And 

of course, Charl1e Johns, being a good friend of mine, told 

·me what was up and told me to keep my mouth shut, which I 

.did. · B~t it both~red me a little btt because it was all 

hush-hush. It was kept very closely under wraps, the 

plann1ng for th1s. And so far as I could see, there was 

no real .need for it because all of us in that tunnel were 

cleared for Top Secret. 1 took the same oath of secrecy 
. . ,..J.I d I j_ 

· ·that the people that were planning this rCllS...•,,~tlN"and 1t was going· 

to have some upon my perfonnance on my work. And so I 

knew.\,·l.,\sih1 this is the reason Charli~ Joh!ls told me, so 

that 1t wouldn't come as .too great a shock to me, to find o~t 

that was going to be left carryrng the ball° after those guys 
5a ,A, 

left. So. I don't know whether Johns ever ~ anything to 

Fab1an or not. One night fairly late when the report .had been' 
f~\>1a.n · 

out and so for·th, ~n come by and said, 11 Come on outside and 

yo~ and Johns and Hoover come o~tside. want to talk 

to you." So he took us out of the tunnel and he fished ·out a half 

a . bottle of bourbon he stashed somewhere and decided to clue . 

me in. , And I don't know whether he decided to do this because 

don't think so because I don't think 

-. J~hns would;~ave da~ed to tell him that he brought me . 

into it. ·I think 1t was probably Fabian's dec1sion. But 

· at any rate, when ~e got through telling me, I told_ him 

:roughly what ·I told you: tAsaiaL~vl told him1 ,,/fl~'sJij~·l ''Well 
t.J~~·l. - .· 

. look. lf y~u A~"' .. t; want _everyb~dy that's left behind here 

. , 

. '•' ii I • 

.. · 
• ' ; o 'o I • '• 

·, .. 
.. ' · . . • 

.. ·: .:.,. ~ 
:·':·-··J 

. ·.• ,.. ~ .. _"; . 
. --.. . • 

.. •• .. # , .•. •·· . 
. ·, . 

_ ... . ·l 
.· . 

. ' • 

- ' 

. . '.j:~·r, 
J. - . ':··· ~\ ·~ 

. -·· .. 

1 
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th1nk1ng that you.were taking a powder, you·better let 

the rest Of those boys inside know where.you're <JOtng and why,you.'r~ going." 
\\ I 

.And the next.rnor~mg he put out a memorandum· for a11 hands'· 

that was 'left there,' outl ming the plan. ; . . . i 0 u.: 'r-e. ' : .. . ·i • , . 

Now ~~~¥~ ta'lking about the .evacuati~n? ··. Fa.rl ey: ' ·' r .· 

Whitlock: .. ·.~ I'm.talkingaboutthee.vacuat.i~n:·.:veah.· •. · .,-·. · ', ·. 
·~ , . ", ~ : °', I • ' , • \ ' •' 

• ' ,; ' • .. ' • '.; l.,: I .. I'~ ' 1 ":. I~·.. "' . I~· I 'j • ' ·: • • ·, ·, ~ .._ ~ ~ 1 ', ' ~ • ,· 

~arJ~y:·. ; •'.Could T .cut :thisfoff and go back.:and·:'talk·.about the wind~..:· . ,. . 
·' -~_.<.. ···' .. ,'. "': . :·:. · ... ;• . . '. ·~. ~- . -~· ·~ .· ... >. · .. · ~:-t· ~ .. ,' ·. . .' ..... , ·_ .. • .· :-·· i ..... ,.,-~: ; .. 

. :·> message? ·Let's 'pick up f1rs.t of: December\·and .. ;g~.ve me ·a .little.: :·:.'1;.... ·_. ,· .. -:.·. ., -

. ' ~·· . ~·!'r~~~]~1/cif··~a~· ·~>·d~/a~d;~~rk··~~~n"iri=·th~ ~.~~d~~~;.~~~~~.'.;:~-.: '):.:-_;· :.'.{· ~ . .< 
. : , ·· .. ' .. ··:A " Y' .··qht.· . . ·. ·. ·, ... "· .· ... l: . :r .. ". / : .. ::· ..... ·\. : ;· .'. :.·.- ~":. 

Wh'itloc~:" .a_l11g!Mr ... ,,·.Oh ~~ ~~s~ .. Well, that·.happe":~ed;' of):_Ql:J.rSe.I~.: '.-.:-·:>.-.--~·\ft·,,,: 

. • A 

Farley.'·'~ 

Whitlock: 
. \, 

... 

,. 

. . , 
F~rJ°ey. 

: Wh1 tJock: 

·be.fore Decemb.er~· · .'·.. ..·.·. -· ...... '·: ... _·-- ~~.·: .. ·.}_~.· ,···'"~ · .':L ~···· ·-
• _,. -~ L~ I """'', I,• 

. ' .. -. "'. . -~- ... 
. Yes .. Right'; right. --· f' ~· •• ·~· •• ~~: "<i .: .. 

r ' (' p ; • .•" ' ,· ... 

The setup for it. Wel 1, · l\ \.'cl ~·lt,t;~.beca~se· J: wa5 -'a~_· J 1.,, •' -

• • ' I ' 'o' 

analyst, I was one of the flrst that .was brought.· 'rn ~~o the. 
. · '\. _.. ,. 

fact that we should be on the lookout for the winds message . 

None of the operators were told what the meaning was. They were 

told what to look for, but not what the meaning would be. 

I was told what the meaning was, what the meaning would be . 

How \-1ere you aware that there was-t\:'·.'a "w,.,,J~ · ,, ,. 
A winds message? Well, this was from decrypts, 

..,, 
~Y\t: ss ii•\C' 

'f 
from .f.u rp 1 e1 l . ? 

from/urple decrypts. And of course, T don't know, and I 

can't say at th1 .s t 1me, where tnat decrypt carne from. 

. . 
. :· .. 

don't know whether that was one of the decrypts we got or ~ l uH .. s · 

something they.got 1.n 1~ashrngton. I kno\-1 they didn't get 
. . r. 

1t in Pearl because. Pearl d1dn't have a :urpJe machine. .· \ 
. \\i..Je I ,Uv<~1•~u< 

So lt e1ther wo~ld have had to eJ been ours on)1J1lif~~ttl.,e,A ~ 

Washington and I suspect lt was ours. 1 don't know for sure. 

. I 

•'I~ 
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But at any rate, we were.- clued rn as to w~at .to look for.-. and 
•. 

what to expe~t as ~ - res.ult of i L So what we ·d1d . -... 

is we ~t O~ ·every. ~a-n off wa~Ch that we COl,lld br'in.g. 
. . . : ·. ~ ~d:c.~\- .~h :-> . . ,' . ·_ : . .. - .. ! . 

" We went to a watel=leR, watch-off. Manned every pos1t10n · ,.. 
. • -" . . · .. : · . • -..... ' . ·.-... ~ . .i • . ' .. · · · ,.. ·••· ~ • ., . . . . ·.· - ... 

. ·.,~we could man·, .-We put every. ·_larigllage officer we had on 
·,..,. . . . • .' ... -·_ . ,.,. ... . _, .:·,. •.: .. (: ... .... ~: : .. ·' ... .. :,·':... . ,, · 
· , -·;.watch -- and· .started 'tuning , fo-r: ~. -Japanese broadcasts for them to 

. • ; : ~ ~-.. ~:. " -: . ' - -· ;" . ~--~ --- : -:-- ·: ; 1' .. • : • . -."~ . : . . . : ~ . 

·· . ~·monitor . .. ~we CoVere·d .·eve·ry-Weather broadcast that· we k~ew oi-.. i"' 
' ' . '-· -- ·~ · - •' ~.);',.·, . <<-:-:.;;i'· ." .. ·_. .·. . . 

-out of _T6kyb·> We~cove·red . .-ever~thi'ng~·we_.could think of. . 
. .- _ ._;- ·.'~,· .. ' -.-:\··:.· '.:_:''"·: .. ~>.:<· ·. ~· ). _; ·::··-:· 
.. You we_re m9r\i t~ring_ ~-1.l·:,t,~pe~: c,1 rCL! i -~s. ? · Farley: 

" l • • • 

. ·, . 
• 

Whitlock: - · 
:.!" ' ,. "' ' . ·: i''-', ' ~·"·"' ,: :~,. ·~·· -:~~-.. ~ ~ : 1 . I'), ,. ·' ', \"·,;, · ' .. I 

Y~s_- · .. .Eve_fyth_i,~g ;~~~-t--:~e.}~u~ ~: ~itEver_y_.' p 1 ace that we cou 1 d ... '. 

.· 

' • J _ •. f. ,f I .I' 1 t' • , f. •' • .. 

poss~b.ly . __ c;:once1~e o~('that _' mess.age appearing. Weather 
I Jo, ,. • • ' • ' ' · ~ ~··.: ·:" 'i-t ·• • --..: ... ·.~'~ : .... : . .:.1, ~~ .• . .. 'f ' •• '~·. ' · ,., ' ·, · , • ,', 

· '. .-_; · circuits the" f-ir.st:.:.place 'that we· _would -H>ok. The weather· " ··: .. . .' <: ~."t- - .. ;-~>~:.": ":j :~·'./; · :--: ".' .... .. . . 
broadcasts. :we ~ere~even · watching the high-speed 

~ . .. I I ' · , • : :,~"'-~:~~+:.(~ -=
1

/ I .. ~- ~.: ' :' • • ·~ ..:~ .: .'.;·, .. ~ O I " , ... ... • • , .. o ' 

::· ·automatic "circuits;',~he -inter.national c1rcu1ts, because we 
,. . . :_ .. ·. · .... : .. " _ -·~,:\•(=--· ·: --:-.·."?';((: • ._ .. - ~ ·._·.. . ," 

. • .... figured .if thfs·,deqsJo·n w~s .made it was going to go 
- . .. .. • . · •. • ·;, .- . . •• \ I T, . ... "'J ... : : ~ . 

--- .•. ·--. : .. · · -; ;l .-. ~- t"'l01~4\·,6 ,- -· . ' . 
·\ . · - woridwid~. -.. ·>i't:·s.·:not'·gomta go -just"-- to Washington. It's 

. .. · ·;·g~i.ng i.o·~?;~~~:;;; ~ei(~: ~~1'1.4/'ft\'~1 ~o;ng to go W•"f 
_ -~.,-~_c_~_-~ i·n·"·t~e_ .~ir_j~-w~~~~\her~: ~ a Japanese '?'" ~... . C'OY\)IA. I ~-te . . ..,.. . . • . 

· "- _ fm_b.~~sy or..ca~~~l:~}.~.a t : ~eeds ·to· ~-e ·alerted. So 
' • . • • • ": r . • - , • • • .. . • • • - ' t ' • ' 

· ·· _we f1gu~~d t~~- c_ha11ces .Pf ,getting this was pretty damn good. 

~\re~-~oJ .. ~J . ai~s~-'. k~n~~ -- tha t . for sorne reason or other . ~ . . . ~-:- --:~ '. ·" . . .·< ~ . - .: ~ . ' 
I ·don't why, J ~on 1 t .think. Guam was -ever alerted. · I don't remember 

. - {o-.- · . .. . . . •. 
.• ..f~ sure. , J 'm_-~o~ ·_sure_ .. . "I- d_oh'_t_ r_emember whether Guam was. f'\ 
It may be beca~~e they· ~idn 1 t h~ve'AVc\~~ny l ingu1~ts or · 

, . . ,· . 

_ anybq~y·to tra~s1ate ~tor · somethi~~ · )1k~ th~s. 

This could have .been the.reason'. But '1 do_n't bel1eve Guam· 

was 1 nc I uded. t~· I know Hawa 11 was il~.~and I presume, ·and I 've 

. . 
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seen since then, that there was a lot of other people 
r' 

.• . 

·, · .. ·, 
. .: · , · . 

; .. ' .... -· : 

1 o?k rng for .it. 111. l.t\_ ~l\;jit;;:~~ ~t11 ~e l 1eve that that 

. ~es~~~~ co~~J ~ver . have ~een sent ~1thout som~one othe~ 
,· .. ·.: 

.' ,·than i;l·r:emdte operat~r way. back rn Cheltenham pickrng it 
.:.: : l .-· ; .. _:· :... . • 1 , ... : .. ' ' . • .• - • ; . . 

t . .. . . ·:··· .. : . . up. r.-just can.'t . . believe th~t 5omeone back there would 
.i ~.;. · • I 

• • • ' ]: ... ~ 
0

pi~k . up a' message that hadn't been heard by the people thdt .. were 
,":- ... · .. - .. \ . . .... . ·- . 

t~;~y-:.~::. ''.; .': : .. ~ ~ :: : t:::::~ :: :;v~:::::;:• :~:: ~:o~~; "::::;:::::: :: ::::: :;::: i pk •. 
':' .' . . .. -~- .. ~ . i,~. 
J . ,.. . ,, ' ,1 •. 

~··~<·' f.a~l'ey~ · -~. So you d1dn 1 t hear e1 ther one, the winds or the winds execute 
;..,.'::·_. . ~··.- '. .:· ·-

·:·.:Lr.::_.'. ·.·· .••'· . 
. ,'. ' , . 

. ; ~~- · ~hitlo~k:· 
·\·:-".-." . ·. ' .:-

message . 

Neither. .. . 
•. 

·Neither. one. _fl"\~~ r 1 ey: 
~ i'O .. ' .. ... ~ . , . . . • _1 .,,. ~ • 

~zi·/w~("tiock· : ·· ,.-. , · Nothing. There was O'ne othe·r incide~:t: _that: _ar~s~ 

~-~.:.-1:·~.~, .•• ·.;:t.,.r ...... : .. ·._.:~,:>'_ . .... -· .. ·. ~::~ -.·. ·· ~_· . :nnha·'-·t L.' •... t_.hrnk that 1s_probab1~ .worth .ment i~n·i ~~::" '>..J~~q 
·,.,. - ~\:.vW Again, I think 1t was rn .perhaps in Octobe·r, earl_y-°··· i., 

~:> :. . November that one of t~ese jm$ dt;/,~1'W;~ f et't~ I d yo~' -~~out~ · 
. . . ·· ·.:· .... <. .. .. . "-i:' 1 · • · . . 

~ .~ ' I 

·~-~- .. ··.:_ ... -~· >. , .... . ~ . :... ........ ' 

~~~-: ... : -:~ - . . ·.·~· . 

•.' ~· -~ ...... ·--. ·.' .' . ~·' " -

" 
, ·~ ·. 'r • . • · . . 

. ' ... . ... _ 

11' ~:. I - - I. o .. 

• ,. ; • • I 

. --4 _;. '-~ ; : _ _ - ·._ - · - ·- -

;\\'\ a"""·fi\a...\y , . · .. '· . 
that you' re -aware of @A °' A ...... --.. -+something that qoes wrong·· 

= \,..''~ 11, 
on the part of the Japanese opel"ators. AM something happen_ed .. . 
and T think 1t was around ·the first week of November, that we 

g.o(a message, intercepted a message that had two a1rcraft 

. L ~h\nk was the two car_r-¥r~".~: :~11, we <JV.in going. through the · traff 1c, 

rn my· daily analys1s,M;across the_ same;niessage ttiat had been 

'se~t with what we call- tac~1cal call sign~ su.bst1tuted for :the ones· 

th'at we had already identified .. Now, the regul~r call s1gns 

I • 

~. 

.. . -'. \ . 
• ... 

' . 
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i.· .··. 
~ l I 

' . 
'' ... . 

,_ 

. ' 
.- • •I · -
• I., I J _J 

~ ), -'• ... 

~ ~ .. ·. 
', l ·. I' 

· ..... 

.. . . , . .. 

1, .. I o ... • 

~,'.":~<.: . -~. ·- . 
·. .., 

r' .... 
1' ·., . .. '' ... 

! ' .. , I 

I ' ' '" 

" . . .·· 
.. .;.· -.. 
. . ; .. 

'
1 

I I 

~"' . ..... - ·, .L 

.. . ' .. - -
·.- ~· . . . 

. . 
'Ir· .... 
. fl!' .. 
' . ~ ., 
·-.. '). . 

. ~. 

... . . 

.. 

,. .• •. 

. . ... 

., 

at that t Hne, were two· characters and a number, 1 i ke h ~· f IA.. S"' 'f.. 

)i'r'3.f,\ Wel 1,· these tact1cal cal I s1gns, the number went f1rst. 
S,°f' Y\~1f u. • 

!"mean they .wouldn 1 t Just put 6:::A~ I mean lt was an 

·.'entirely different combination. That 1 s just the typ~ of 
. . . ha.•("- SJ~ 
cal I s1gn: We called· the hafi>)f senes as the1r service cal 1 

.signs and then there was separate set of call signs, p'bk . ~h. 
·entirely.different system, 1n wh1ch it would be a number, 

_character, character and we called that the1r tact1cal 

call s1gn. Well, it was hard for us to ever recover 
.. 

many of these because they would only use them for short· 
'~ ~~flll b"(• ff . . . . . 

periods of time ~'7~" tactics· or s~mething 1 i ke that. 
. . . 

They d1dn 1 t .use them ldng ~nough for~µs t~ really be sure of 
· 1 e it1 vi · . · . . . · · -· . · : · . 

what we were 9~~ .so th1s t_o.me re~resented a ~~al co~p. 
By god, J had the tact1caf ".call signs·for .. two'of the carriers-

. . .. ' 
as a result of them sendrng t~e sam~ message w1th ·a different 

.head1ng. They sent it w1th a tactical heading and with a 

serv1ce heading .. So kept watching traffic. We d1dn 1 t 

see anythrng more of the carrier call signs in the serv1ce 

traff1c. They disappeared. And we begun to get concerned 

about this. That there was this one carrier that we still 
~ hc.l fl.,~ 

hadn't even spotted, but~~f'Athe rest of the carriers.,t.·1.bhe one 
Or 

·-

that was coming down east """1.·f¥'~ down west of us. And we had him spotted 

but all the rest of )ltl~~~the marn carrier fleet, we couldn't · 

account for, but every day or two these damn tactical 

call signs ·would show up on the circuits up aro.und southern ... ) 
~ .C"'e1 t~. A"~ st~11 6\" l· 

Japan, up where they should be. Up around b+k~~~ · 

up 1n that area. So this is all we had to go on. We 

·- . ·--·~-· . 
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Farley: 

Whitlock: 

f arley : · 
·' 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

kept figurrng that these two carriers were still rn thatL.U ~<e;t.. 
, ,, C\_ '\ !\ L '\ 1, :i:~'-. ·, 

an~ t~is\.is,,die inty';\ir/\.re~r'os~ect, _tt11s is the on.ly 

instance where I suspect colffllun1cation decep_tion .. That 1 s 

the only example of it 1n t~e whole ·war.that I can point to . .. . . . . .. . . . 
and say, 11 1· th .ink that that might have been decepfio~. 11 

,' , .' I ,'I• .. 

But again, because there were t-h~s~ ta~t·i~al . c·al (signs:.-'. .·. 

we were just a little . bit-.con~~rn~d a~ouf sayi~g~· . · y~a~,-th({C:a.rriers-
• ., ' ' ' M ' ,. ' oil ,. . ., .. . . '. 

"":""';. . . • ' .· . , are still there. . I."· 
' 

.. 

Were we caught short?~:. ·sugg~~~rng ·.that"mos·{~·(= the·· fleet 
.. i. ' • • • \ ~ · ··: : •• • • ' , • .: 

• ' I ,, • ... • ' ;, ,_'• , ' ·, , •' 

_was st i 11 . in ~.home. wa.ters ba~ed .on·- incomplete Ante 11 jgence? . , . . 
.. ·. · .. · .•. · .. ·:i_, . ~"' .. ;· .• ·· .. .- · ~ .. ·· ·i· ... ' ~ 1 - 1_ , ·\' : ~~ .. : ·~~·· . ' "' • . i 

WeliW~~f, 1 ·think ·~bviou~ _ly_we we~~; ~Nobodi'said · . _. 
. . .. t' G!.y1 a,.,~,., __ .· .. ~·· :.-: ' ,• .. _· . ~ .... ,.: . . : . . . . 

t~at,'_ -~ryai~~J a~~on~ ~~~ · s~id,:: · ·~ .~ey_~~W~ thi~k- - . . 
. I f ·, -~ • ~ ' • • . • j.. ·: .· ~ ; -. ·; f \ . '. , .' :, • ' .r , . . 

there 1 s some C:arrier·s coming . over 'to st.nke yo_u." · No~ we 
.. ~ - ••• , . Ir. ,• ' : . • • :' • •• .. • 

didn.tt ~ay~that. ···we .. had°no basis.·t~. '. ~ay iL ··We were C:onc.erned 

... . - ., 

.• ·,. ' 

~ ~ p ... . ' .. I ~ 'o • ' 

. . · '. wi.th" t_he f ac ~ th~t .w~ weren ' .t seeing' .t·h·e~ . a ~.l · . . .1 • 1 f te.11 . . ~ . . . . .. . . . r · ·i 
· '._: y~u t~at~~hh"'r 1 ll, ,.tel 1 your1;~~f;J~ to· emphasize that. ~· ti: 11.ke to ·po int 

.. o.ut~~~e~;;~~~)~d~sty shouldn 1 t allow me to poi~t ,.t OLlt.· 

But J.offere~ a'case of scotch to the first intercept operator 
.. 

that found the fr~quencies that those carriers were using. 
i.. t t. 

:·On Corregidor · .. ·. Rufe Taylor found OLlt about~nd said, 

"Hey·, Whit~ ~ hear yo_u. offered to buy the boys a case 

of·scotch if they found t~.e carrier. 11 thought he was 

. going to chew me out.:_ I Sclld, ~'Yes sir, I did. 11 He 

says, 11 Let. me' pay for half ·of lt." (laugh). 

Good .· He wanted to find out where they were, too. 

Yeah. 

Is there anything else lrrlfl'lediately subsequent to Pedrl Harbor 
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.' 

that you'd .like to r~call? Let me· ask a que~t1~·n aqain. 

How d1d .you find o~·t" about Pearl Harbor? · 
' .. 

· O~ -~ ! ;was wak.ing .. ·f-r~rr1 ·a dee~ -~·Jeep.'~. on· a nice 
.- . r .· . • . 

~ • . • • J. ... ; • . . • • 

·· ; :, ... ·:;· :beautiful moonlit night, somebody says, '!You better get up 
. ' :· ~ ' . :- ~ '. < ·. . ... ' . . . ·1-r . ' . ' ' -. . . ·' ' 

- . 
Whitlock: 

, . 

,. . • : .... ~ • ·,.I'·" and get your clothes :on and get down to the tunnel. They 

, · ; • : • .-.'}: ~·':~,'hit'. Pe.>1 · Harb.0°('.';' .. ·rh~ re~~t 1 on is,~~4 ~,:!~ ;;·~ul moon l 19ht. m ght. 
I • . '" ~ ' · - ·~. · -;.._: . ...... -~ •.._ . .,. ,, 

~ . "":, · ~.: , .. ·: .. j; i~~-::,,~~~~~ .. :oh,_ .'the_re:.·g ~me .other thing. And th1s concerns the support 
f ~· ', '·' '~h.::.: ,· · :·~ •Jr.;.~ I' .' · ;.1 • , I .... -. '•":.;. . ' ·~ • 

; ·~ ~;~ .. · ··i:;_-,?:..~.~:~ ?!'···t~ .. w~ ~g~v~e ·.·~o the Anny~ {\s these _ new orgamzat10ns cropped 

!~;:{: : ~;;) /t~: '} ua;,' .'\:tiO :J_~Pf"~i.e N.~ vy where We ~ no co 11 a tera I , no 

l~;~;> .. : .. (:.; ·(.'~ ·"< :ba:c ·~~~ou~d on. them, they made 1t a 1 i ttle difficult 

l."~f\·. <:~· .. ~--:·:-<.·-to -figure:o;t .. ~~at they were. And·we saw the, Japanese Navy"· 
~~~~<·-.. : .~ .... ::.:~ .. -:.::·:-:""· ·' .,,. .· . . . 
~ ;-: .:}-. f:.~·i• . .:· ~·:~ .:~: ; ·:: ~ i r. Force being reorgan 1 zed. And this again was late 

lit'.;\~:~ .::~,;~·:.;>~.: ··;~:.~· ·'1941: .· N~t as .late as the rest, ~mean, ~well, _not 
• --~ ~:\.·~ ~ ,:~ l~t~·.:: i-o~ · .::~"-· '. ~~ .. !• •, • .., •• • I 
~ -\!·~<:~~'.-. ;)~~ . \ (->~,ate. · l_t was probably mid-1941. We saw th~s re?.rgamzati~~ 

1
-~:/f;.~"'::··~(-.. ~·~ .. : .. ~·ta~rng · place and we didn't know q·u1te whd.t to m~k~ of it. 

~~~!:.~: ;;{.::'·~:~-i :-..... ::..: .. ~saw these new enit1es fonnrng up, new relat10nships . 

r.~~·~· ·' ·-' ·.". :-~· .. . : .·: ( .. ~,~ii these message:1twas telling you about. We wo~Jd see . 
l ~. ~ .... ~ i··: -~: · :"' . . " . . . . ' 
•" ;·.' ~ '.•, · · ·a. co1T1Tiand address that we d1 dn' t know who: he was and then 

. . . 

• · 1 

f-~:.) :<~: :~~· .. 
.,.,, . . . 

' ~ ,. : ~r. ... 
we'd see a whole string of these differ~nt types of air units • 

,.·::·:· : . .. _.· ;_.:. .. /eJJ~ng~, And included is an rnformat1on address. Well, 
. . , l..' .hd~ LJol<'-

. we knew who the ·a1r ~-f>Afrom, but we didn't know wh? th~s 
. ~.' .. .. , ... . , . 

·.-"''' ... . 
_,•; .. · 

.... ,._ _ 
bugger was that the message was going to. ~t{J_l t{e1Jcf{! \tO"A •• 

,, ... -... . .. 
·..;. ' "'.:'-',·: . 
~· ·· .~"' ' . 

.,. • • ' • • . • . .4- • · -· . 

, i. I ~ :r 

r'a.\' .'. ,·. -:· 
I . ' • ~-., . 

l: .• . , 

f 
... , .= ·. 
- ... . 

f 
.':!.. :•.. . . ' . . -

"' . _, 

- . 

· We .figured this must be a command which incorporates this 

, . 

J 

particular group of aircraft, these different aircrafts . . 

And ~~1'9\",J this 1 s .a tra ff 1c analyst Job. So we'd go 

to the officers there· and ask h1m to tell us something about 

Naval alr. organ1zat1on, because we didn.'t know. We didn 1 t 

'. 

,;; · .. 
... ~· .. .... . 

I;, 

· I 
~ 
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know what we were look1n9 at. See? And the heli of it is 

J* t~e office~s d1d~~t ~riow e1 . ~h~r and they touldn't · tell 
. 

us. Fabian, Leitwiler, Taylor.~ none of them could really tell 
I "•' 0 • • ' • ' 

I ' • ' ,. .. , ' t 

us anything abbut the orga~izat1~n!of Navai air. They · 
· · . . ·• : ."r :sea .. Jid>·,\e, . ." "· . .. : · · - . · 

could, tell . us a~~ut ~§or~e,·.but 'we . w~.re .-'on our own 
· ~ ··' . ·. h. . . • . .. , ,. ~- •· •. 

·. · to· .figure out wh·a.t: the ·h~ck '. we w~·re look mg at. ·And . finally ,µt 
' • \ I ' • , • • ' j ~ , 1' 'J :•. '• ' I' . , - • 

1 
'" • , , • • ' ' I 

· k\l ~Charl i~.; .Joh~~~:·i ~.- .the ~u{}·i~o'~~-i d: .. ·i t": .. ·.-~~~ ~llle(l.,l,-V"" · · 
. . . ·. . !•.J:f~ . ~ :- ·: ; .. '" . i " >. r, • .- ... ·.: ••• ' .... , . t"\eN\-
~e says~ . 'Wft"~e~~~~:.~·-~( . g9~ 'atiyt~i~~·e.ls~: t'o c111.~r.tii.He·ls~$p-. 
A- · - . . . .. ·.- .:f fuil.!Jlis""• .. yf ot ii a . . 

.. :· .pthe .. damn _thin]5 lo~k~;.\~.:.~ •a ~~~"·L don ... t .know if . they have 
· · ···_:/.: _rllfl,.~:.f.lia 1#1lt--. · - .. -,-. .,, ~ °fl1etrV . 

f ( ~td\as: ' ., j,t~tLt~'ry~~{.bP~)et~s . call~· ~;c~~at. II .· So okay, . ~ ·. · . · . ,, .... . ;. ~·· . ~ ~~~~! . .-l~: - · .f lo1ilf ~ S' . 

· · · . ".' ;.' .· . ~~. s:tarte~. ~tl .lJ~g .. : t~~· .. ~·:~: ~-~I' 11 be damned 
• .. . . 1 . •• - • - ~ . Ill • • • • • • • ' • 

·. :·.· .. that 'the Japane'se sometimes are· kind of. · slow here and there 
. .' ·.w:·i·" '. · .. ~~~ .. .. ~~. ' . . · ,'! . -~ · ,:1. ! , ~": · · · · ·:· . . · ~ -1 . .. _· • • l -~ · . , · . ~- . 

ab(lut - ~pdating· t.heir.·c.al 1. s .ign ~oaks.' ."And occasionally 
- ··- .. _. ·.·· .. ~ . . ... ~··. •\ ' ... ~~-~~~-£!.·; .. ,~ . - ·. ~ :- · ·. .. . .. .. . . . . · . 
. ... · s·ome guy.would ge~ a me"ss'age, in"that .had.a·call sign in Jt 

4 • · · : '• .. ... ..., •• ·~~ • ."''_;,.:.. .. , ; i .... . . •', . '; .. . . .• . , . . , K..,.·au>. . . - . 
· · ! . , ~tiat,. ~e. didr(~who .~\i_ W,!IS. and.-, .-~e-~-~ · h?_v~ to . a~k. somebody what the 

" • , 1I, I 1 ' • • • • ..- I 
0 

1
',' ,r. 

0 

:. " • ')o "(- · ·~< .... • .' • • • i • ' "':·. o I I 

· <- ~ - ·call 5ign was · and,thefwQuld .se.nd ... 1t back to him ma little 

: ·. ~impl e ~u~~i 1 tVt ~~~~,: · ~~~~:;,;;~ ,<·~.;I thO ~~~~er~'";~ would 
• J .,,_·. ' · • • ' • ~=t·. . . '""-·. :. ' .' . 

~tart off : ~11h .a W-E.ard then the cipher and they'd end 
.. - .. ; . ' ... ... · ... ~ . . . . . . ·, ' .. . . -. . 

. it, w-E·~,, :A~.d 11~ ·e~c
1

i ph~red .. t.hdn~~!e[ and. we got the name and by 

· .God~ i ~-was. air "~1 .~t·il·~~- · .~n<;1 '..the ~ne~ that was up in [.~~.0 I · 
'· · " «: . .· -~ .41idf'-Jf,\•( f l'ot :l 3. /(ow io {~ t-

UR in Ta~wan, -w.as)i~·~JA~t4~back to wha~ I . · 
. , " : • . . . . , r • . . , 

started telling you .about supporting the Anny. This 1s 

the air ~~ th~t -~ta_~te.d ,.sinac~,"ng th.e hell out o.f us 
.' 

. ' . 

. on Corregidor. They're the rascal~ that were com1n~ down 

and unload mg. on .us. }'jg'w We wo~ld spot th~m the minute they 
. ·f"°KA8 1 . 

took off from -Ta·iwan., \\'I mean, from T~ .. And we'd start tracking 

them. Jt took them ab.out 'tw~ or th.ree hours to get down there, 
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~~"'~\~,~- ~ ~ :·~-. 
c..-r~ .. "1'• . ..- ' t ... • . ' 

~r,r'' ' iJ t " • 

91 

.. 
. 'f\\eW\. 

't.:.t - ~ - r~t' . : _;., . . .'· .:. 
•.,,._"(i.· ·1 . . i - . 

~-~· -.·.: . . . so· we'd have \cfpi. We'd be intercepting them all the way. . \ 
r.!-Y..~.~~:;. -: :, : · 
~;.~\· ··· .. ·. : . . ~ _ Jh_eY. were on CH. But . they were using one:t1me pads. We couldn't 

,• . 

read it. And we would follow these guys. We'd also got the 

. . 

:Of on th~m. Taking OF on the planes. And the minute the bearing : ·. 

• ·· >.tarted shiftrng_fast, we notified the Anny. "You .better 

<J · "'"'.:.·· .•· ~- . ' · · stand by. 11 ~nd they learned from us and when we told them 
(f.·: ~ · ·· .. «::~ .... -.. 

• • • .I I~ ' ' " :. !, ' I 

' · • • . • ~. ·.: .. • • • • . ,!-' 

-· 

. :. ~ ' . -~ ........ . ' · . . . . ,·•. 
1' ~· ' · • ' • .. I 

1 , ' . · . •• ... .. ~ ' f • 

, . , ·: . Far~ey .: ·" · 
, . .. "·' 

~ . . . 

•,·_' 

Whitlock: 

'· "' . 
. ii' . 

~ Farley: 

.. 

Whitlock: 

. • ti .. , 

' ' 
~ ' . .. . . 

: .. ' ,· . .'· .. : . 

.. 

.-Farley: · . . 

,: Whitlock: ·. 

that they're coffiing 1n, they'd h1t the air raid siren. That 

was· the alert for Corregidor. We were providing that. And 

ag~in, this 1s to counter the ·claim that we were not 

giving support to the Army. We'd g1ve 1t to them when 

it was something they.could use •. 

Did they shoot down any of the aircraft based on that early 

warn mg? 

Not while ~as there. No. While I wa~ there the planes 

·were com1ng over, oh 1 think around 15,000, 10 or 15,000 feet. 
qIF' · . . . . C:"'r';~ I d.cv-

Arid the only three-inch,50 caliber we had "on C 1ur 
. . . • S' 4! \" f' t'\' 0 \"' I! I 'f h { 

·was fused, I think, around ~L7'.dr\.~thousand or so. We 
. ~e~· 

were way below and couldn't beg1n to reach '-ea. And they 

· \'lere pat ternt8' bombe~~· 
You mentloned John LJMtw1ler,. you want to talk about h1m 

• at all' Anything that should be on the record? 
~~~ 

We l1 , I th ink v""~'\1,t.. I doubt l f I c.an say anything 

about him that most other people haven't sa1d. .H~- ~:es 
' ,, .~ , ~e 

hell of a fine Naval officer. Honest .4!:f1John, he didn't 

·4 come by that name by accident . 

Was that because he was by the boo~ · 
rou... 

~cttwflN~.tf,could always pred1ct hi~ •. He was by th~ book; 

-- l _, 

•: . 

I o • • - I, 

.. ... ... ..... . 
' ... 
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Farley. 

Wh1tloc.k. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock 

You knew what he was go1ng to do. You knew JUSt exactly 

what to expect, lf you knew the book. But he was a 

darned good off1cer. There's no question about that. 

What was his posit1on in the structure there? 
As 1 sa ,J. .at-. 

IJh.:;::ai;- I~~ Fabian was really running the show.£ 
A I 

1~ t~ 
when Li!"f"twiler afrived. Well, La-rtw1ler was supposed to 

be Fabian's relief, but Fab1an refused to be rel1eved. 

So 1t was kind of a peculiar setup. think we sort of , .,, 
looked at Le1"twiler as being the assistant 1n charge 

until Fab1an took hls 11ttle band and headed for the 

East lndies1~.or the West Indies/qiEast indies, which 1s it? 

Yeah, East Indies. But from that point on, the burden, 
i.£ 

of course1fell on Le-rtw1ler and the guys that worked with 

him admired him. He would really stand up for his men. 

I suspect 1f he hadn't asserted himself, some of us 

wouldn't have gotten off Corregidor. I don't know whether 

this is documented anywhere. ~tu, ~f€vl.,0,~1 l 'm not sure 

whether it was he or whether it was Taylor found out 

somenow or other that we were at the bottom of the evacuation 
t.e 

list. And I know that Lp-Ttw1lef had something to do with 

turning that list ups1de down. l don't know what 1t was, 

but I know that he was instrumental in getting it changed. 

tn\i~·were getting pretty hect·1c ;;J the t11ne I left and 
...:,;" 

1 t got much more so after I left. I left rn Marchlti~sel 1, 

you've got the record. left on March the I5th1 iJJOr r1arch 16th, 

what was 1t? 

i\thl. S 1 t tre'' th· 
.;- I 1, 1 ~~ o'\ l n. , 

lAi.b. Left there the 16th and we celebrated St. Patrick's Day 
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Farley. 

Wh1tlock· 

Farley: 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

Whitlock· 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1t1ock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

under depth charge attack. 

I have another date, too. 8 Apr1l. Was that the date of 

? 
arr1val down there. 

8 April? 

What could that have been? 

Well, let's see. 16th to the 8th
1 

16th frorn 30th ls 14. 

That's .close to being r1ght: 

Okay. 
f <-'e:e rt"a'V' t1"'- · 

We landed rn ~m&li~~)'. 
• 

Tell me about ,-ll : t • · _ · ~ , .. ·~&Yve11l,,'( . 

Let me tell you just one th1ng more ~bout· ~~\_tc;1~.tbefore . we~. ~o~ e 

Well.t)&Y~ah okay. You talk, then T'11 a.stl. i'..V\.c"fi.a.y- · 1Lt<-.l1ttv... 
i.-e . 

~le 11, you asked me about Le'i"tw1 ler and T wanted to 

tell you someth1ng on that. 

Yes please. 

It got to the po1nt that we sat up and worked as long 

as we could. We stayed at the desk and kept at it 

and we were probably putt1ng in something on the order 

of 16, 18 hoLJrs a day, at least. All of us. And we 

were pull1ng add1t1ves 1 I mean your desk was always cluttered 

w1th papers and traffic and this sort of thing. And .i~kat ... ~. 
/lf- ('r).11•te• 

when our Navy pulled out of J:av1iapq, they cGt loose a 

bunch of barges that they had down there and some of these 
w. .)AIO\J 'I\~ 

barges dr1 f ted out and a couple of them ~b· up on Monkey Pornt 

01.Jt on the rocks. One of thern had a bunch of old tf\J~d £.,.. f•e\l 
rifles in it and that's how we got our arms. Another one 

~6-L l 
had big cases of chocolate wn1ch had al I g~(n\_w(.®rtll~ \.~at~r"' ~ 

down with sea water and we'd sit out ther·e and scrape it 

down you had a wafer about a quarter of an 1nch thick 

{;k:fte>\. ft .JC{, D 
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• •::: ·~·II• ,"\;.If 
'': ·. ; :.; . ~ 

F.arley· 

Whit Jock. 

and starting with something about an inch and a half 

like this, what have you got? Vou got a little wafer 

like that. But at any rate, There was also a couple cases . ' 

of coconu~w<l~~tt\JShredded coconut. And we drug one 

of them up by the tunnel entrance and opened it up and everybody 

was quite welcome to help themselves to the cocontJt. So we had a '-'l~,·L o1 
~b{bL~t tak1ng a break around about l or 2 o'clock 1n the 

morning or mtdn1ght or so and go out and get a breath 

of fresh air and a handful of coconut that sort of hold 

us on. ~ w\_,sf\A.·l\4 rn the meantime, we had taken in 
.felf oc..U, ~ 

another fiMli.-ffhlltl-btifChief that was helping me. was 

writing the sumrnaries and he was doing a lot to sort and 
e1 

tee up this stuff. Gi.eken was his name. So Gtke and I 
'JO 

used to tfJ out and s1t down and had a ritual of hitting this 
£fH\ .. , 

coconut case V~'1. ...... 0..J...11 Weil, we'd gone out this one .n1ght 
rt.' 

and had our coconut and come back in and gosh, here's Le"'itw1ler 

sitttng at his desk. Everything's cleared off it. There 
to 

1sn't a paper on his desk. And Taylor was sitting 911' my left 

His desk was completely cleaned. And they were s1tting the~e 

f 1eld stripping their .45s. And so Jokingly said to 

Taylor, I sa1d, 11 You expectrng them aboard ton1ght? 11 Taylor looked 

up at me and sa 1 d, "fw, th 1 s is for you boys." He says that. 

11 John and I have discussed 1 t and we dee 1 ded not to 

let a damn one of you fellows fall into their hands. We're going to 

shoot everyone of yotJ and k 111 ourse Ives.'' 

~~:Jeefey-:1 ~ ......... ...--.· 

You didn't sleep well that night. 

l sat down rather ab1·uptly. And they meant 1t, J mean, if you 

<£EC llf < H- v cce 

'.:.il 

.~ 
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Farley· 

Whi t1 ock: 

Farley. 

wh 1 tlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock. 

knew either one of them, you better believe that that 1 s 
:c 

And I told them, It sa1d, e~actly what they intended to do. 
Q•,~ 

11 J only-'one request from you. 11 

" 
said, ''When you shoot me, 

get me going away. I don 1 t want to see 1t. 11 (laugh) 

The Intelligence infonnat10n you were collectrng, the rntercept, 

up to the bitter end were you still sending 1t toJJ1t>dl\ ~~f" a.V\A 

back to D.C.? 

Not up to the bitter end. It got to where there was nothing 
- We.. 

go:1ng out. r/t..J'tis\'V,i~ft}.used what we could get out of it 
. qo . 

locally and burned it. We '_would get through it, report 

whatever we could report or whatever we-could see, whatever . w~ 

we could break out of it• a'fld"l-i'ii\1<]1'cet..tb~,had started 

burning almost immediately after December 7th. And we had 

been burn1ng for days. We only had that one 11ttle incinerator 

there. And we were burn1ng back stuff cont1nuously to get it 

down to manageable proportions. So at the time 1 left 1t was 
· ~o r\E. LJ.t,. J 
pretty _well 4 ""1. were all right down to~~tJ/uq almost 

to the bone. And they d1dn 1 t have too much to get rid of. 

We were gettrng rid of it day by day and we only kept t'Ji~ 1~<. 
most basic reference documents that we needed . 

Whilt group were you ln? Were you 1n the f 1rst, second or 

third group to be evacuated? 

Well, actually lt was the third group, but there was a 

m1stake. The third group was sent out acc1dentally. 

Would you 11ke to hear how it came out? 

Please, please. 
t\ ,, 
~right. Well, we got word that there was a submarine coming 

J-v, (;~;' 
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(/§ 
ln. She was br1n91ng ln some 3·1nch.50 cal1ber 

{u. ~ ~J 
amnl.lnlt10n that was ~ to reach those bombers that 

were coming over. So stlLcome in and 1.1nloaded her 

ammunition and A1;uiath1s being the second group, we knew 

what was coming, so they put together a second group to 

be evacuated. Of course, after any one of these groups 

leave your morale sort of hits rock bottom. So this second 

group got underway late in the afternoon, ln the even1ng, 
· ~ s noV'eA 

as a matter of fact. And ~ed. off andi"""'' took one look 
. /I ~llSt1..1 { 

at the traffic that day and decided tnere ~LL, a hell of 
shove..\. 

a lot to wr 1 te about, so I ~01t\ 1 t. aside and went and turned rn :;;IV\ l 
flgured 1'11 gee a good night's sleep. I figured, hell, 

if I can't leave here, at least I can get a little rest. 

Well, I had a bunk Just outs1de the tunnel entrance. never had 

a bunk 1ns1de. l slept outside. Well, they had bunks 

lns1de, but not enough to take care of everyone. And 
(\\.. lt.111~.\ 

they always kep~ one watch in those bunks. And everybody 

else, the dayworkers and everybody else, they slept 

outside. 1 never had a bunk 1n the tunnel. But at any 

rate, I turned 1n and got to sleep and all of a sudden all 

hel 1 broke loose. 1 woke 

~ running every ~1h1 ch way. 
()'(" et\'~o.- ""- ""\~ 

bz.t!·~ g~dav--. I saw Novak 

G CJJ ,7 
up and, ~ there was ~f.{~h· j'<-~ f le 

And Novak was the senior chief on 

running lnto the tunnel pulling 

his pants up and buckling h1s ammun1t1on belt at the same t1me~ 

}Ju " {) h.. {, .:-J ,/ 
.JUW' I thought, Jth good gQtL,. they' re coming aboard to01ght. 

Well, I was one the internal destruction party. So I 

dashed lnto the tunnel where I figured I was supposed to 
Go..\. Li ~ be if the Hips were land1ng. And, s~ I come 1n and I ~et 
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around the off1ce and when J come 1n the off1ce here was a 

group of people, sort of kneel1ng around the floor. And just 

as I come lnto the office Taylor was facing me. And I klnd of 
the. 

~pr1JL-1;i.{1rst thing I heard Taylor 
~·ii I v ~ li.q, 1 i'f' r 

I, for one, vel~~Rteev to 
,, M " I \1 ~ L\00. 

stciy here." Well this hit me pretty . heavy. T thought}11y-gpd, / 
~ II 

it doesn't take much guts to volunteer to stay in the tunnel. 

I thought that's what he meant. And I didn't know what they 

were talkrng about for a second or two. · .And finally~nb,1*Jef '--r;i lor 

looked 1.1.p and saw me H~ndrng there and he says, ''Ho~ about you, W ~1 t 
. . . • I 

,£ti.i4l can you go?" l sa.id, ".Go wher~?· :.He ... says,.,"To Australia." 
ca.~. 

I sa1d, ''You're damn right,, I -am-.-" : He says, "Can Geiken take over?" 

says, "I thmk so." He says, "Okay. Go. Get yo1Jr stuff." 
. 0 \'\ c\ _ M/f, ("ChL lf'cl el V.. p 

So they named off, ~·~\~few people and we all got out, 
w~ . . rv\~ \,"t-a. 

afl~ we got in th1s darnn truck and headed down around Mil u:Ja Hi I I 

at nlght, with no lights on the damn truck. We lost one guy over 

the cliff down there 1n broad dayl1ght. Went over the cliff with 

a tractor and a water tank. Crushed him. He was hauling 

water back and forth~t any rate, we get around down there 

cind I don't remember which dock we went to. I don't know 1.. ... '"'('""<'r 
~~rk~ it was the north dock or the south dock. But I think 

1t might have been the south dock. It was the one that 
.J1, ~ ~-n .. y..., 

was closest to)5a•fitpanyway. Well, we went down and they 

had a launch wa1t1ng for us. They loaded us 1n there w1th 

some 11eutenant 1n this group. And the lieutenant told 
~\a< 1

1

v'e I e s • 
the ¢ox\~a in tha} to take us over to MJf"/a~. ~-t was a subma rrne 

L·. l ~\l...t, 5~ 1 1 "' 
tender, an old ~'u'u\ J think l t was s i ttrng over there. 

I 

And fre5tJmably the 5ubmanne was over there. So this was) 

$1 don't know,~ ~fC/tf ~- _/IV <l-c> 
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s., •V\ ~ t\, ,.,,.~ 
one or two 0 1 c lock in the morning, ~et111ni 11ke that. 

{\ • '"'I 0 tti::. \~ J 

And we get over to the ~t s1 anafh~~bm;~i.Je ... ~~·~ they asked 

where the sub is. "sa'\.di ~1l, 1ti~~ '~ »-Jl.tt.1~ he.aded ·out.·• 

Well, he had to stay on the surface until he cleared the m1ne 

fields. So we headed out on the launch and chas1ng after him 
~o!, ~ll.u.'\"1t 

and, i!J?'• \'1e finally teimtjhim out t~ere. We come up 

a I orgs i de and the f1 rs t thing we heard is , 11 Goddamn it, Ca..~ 'i 
Ca.v- 't 

?t,atV take tho.se men on_ here. ~take those men aboard.·~ 

And nevertheless we come along side and this lieutenant who 

was with usll.-1\hopped·over on the sub and went up in the· .eo~n'"'\ 

A ,., c. ""tower. And there wa·s a heated argument: The sk1pper 
iii '-- v v Gc.iA I ..:r· "" 
was saying, 11 My ~ J.l~ only got room for fighting men on 

,,,,.. 
this boat." He says, "These guys have done their fighting. I'm 

taking them out of here." And they was pow-.wowrng·up there 
-{ ~"'": ff i'i:. I '1 • 

something te111f1Gly-; So finally, this lieutenant come back 

and told us to come aboard, remain top side. In the meantime, 

we 1 re still heading for the mine fields. So we come aboard 

and most of us d1dn' t have anything. There was a few that 

brought their stuff along dropped 1t on the submarine. I had an 
...L h1..l 

old pair of dungarees and nothing else that I was wearing_ the clothes 
A 

1 was wearing. So all of a sudden w~f1nd this lieutenant that 
-t11ev..... 

was w1 th us taking men off the submarine, puttingAback in this 

boat. We didn't know what the heck was going on. And finally the 
" A/ I 

skipper up on the br1dge says, "M·nght, we can't take all 

-~~.~ ~ night with this. I ~get out of here. Get those men below." 
Wnr. CG.Mt. oilJ<\,.... 

lieutenant .el;)~L~us, stayed. And were we So we go below and this 
~·~ .z. 

surprised, .~go below and here's the whole batch we sent out 

earlier 1n the day. And what had happened, 1s that on the 
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Farley: 

Will t 1 oc k · 

'\)~('•\I I -t • 
Q • \ -

way up to Co1·ri'g/dor the Kr1t.f ,_,, th 1 s submarine, spotted 

llllvone of the PT boats that had left fol--i~in~' Coat"G\•J.,r- 1\o\. 

McArthur's party. And this PT boat had broken down ,_., ... ~ 

\)they'd beach~d 1t. And apparently they were running 

\'chock . o~ block s~ t~r,~.~Cin\ th~ -~t oifl tberu. ~~""'" 
tt,~~~ \riDtU•ilftiC11 d1dn 1 t have room to take this 

crew aboard. They had too much aboard so they relieved 
,,4. ffd ,r_ s 

this boat of ffiLl.'1 fuel supply and told the crew to carry 

on and f 1ght the war as best they could and shoved off 

and left them sitting there on this sand spit. Well, 

when the Permit come up there they spotted this crew 

or th1s boat. They went over and took the crew off and.J~J 
1 

destroyed the boat and brought the crew back up to .Jtq/b:f~ Co"""e1 ;Jor"" 

Well, this lieutenant JG was the skipper of the PT boat. · 1 .1,, •I 
· _J JM_J, I CcH"f'~'fldof'. Mc ~ 

And what he'd done 1s when they got into ~~~·~e'd 

gone over and reported to the senior naval off 1cer 
c A 

who was the ,aptain, who was acting 1n place of the ~dmiral, 
c 

the 1ommandant. He reported to who had gone batty on us, as 
e 

the ?ommandant and requested that his crew be assigned to 
Ad .. JS b.. r-~ ~ \'\. , A ., J 

the naval battal 10n that was fighting 101'~\. ~ conmandant 

allowed as to how that was proper and so ordered. And 

then the guy requested p~rmission to return to his command. 
1 A I\ r;tt'nt · i.; e.dc."t'"'"'+ .:J <1. 

And the corrimandant said, ~,'' / but this lo11i1.1~ena.rll:-::-jg 

neglected to tell him that his cornmand was in Australia. 

Great. 

So he \'lent back to the boat and told the submar10e skipper 
c. 

what the aolllllandant had said, to disembark his men, that they 
I 
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Whitlock: 

FArley: 

Whitlock· 

were to be tram, ferred to the Navy bat ta I 10n on ~w~1. 13 ~l <k~ \'L 

·rt,~ ~ -r -1 -
and"sub111arrne sk·1pper said, "~lell, T wili like hell. )'{.1~· ...> \ ·"' l-'l~.."'"'1 

11) {' rV\.. l 1 6 
J!~e;....$1 out of here." So this ~ieutenant~ turned around and 

C _Pl Co\'''···.~~·~ .. v-{ 
h1ghta1Jed 1t back up to see the Fapta1n, the ca,ri\{!)b~~J'J~.and I 

while he was gone the submarine skipper got underway. And one of the 
e 

PT boa.~ skippers ~Ql\!.rlij~~ol d the ¢ol'l1Tlandant that 
''\'Y1ac""- \ha..pr~d · . 

_ ____,,~,- Chot>e'f-! had refused to off load the PT boat crew. The 

<lcrnmandant orde.red the submarine back rn aga rn. So when she come back rn 
C.C'.rt\ •• ""j 

the coast watchers sighted her ~ rn and reported 
. "' 

a submarine standrn~~ so they activated another~~4(''u.f, 

Oh no. 

They activated another evacuation group. And we went out 

1n that unit .and that was the group I was in. 

Oh, l ·see. 1, see. So you were pretty we 11 loaded down then. 

Well, as I recall, it was the P boat. She was designed, I 

think, for a crew of about 60. We had a hundred and twenty 
~t (.... U..h~ .ft.I(' 

aboard. And it got a bit tight after weAdown 38 hours ~the 

depth charge attack. The wale~ temperature at the time of 

the attack, the induction temperature was 83 degrees. And 

we had all cooling systems turned off. And there was so 

many people aboard that everybody who wasn't on watch had to be in a 

bunk. There Just wasn't enough room. Half the people were 

in the bunks and the other half was on watch. And the bunks were 

three deep and they were covel'ed with canvas, zippered canvas 
V\'.ktf7fsHs. jJf_ { l"".i.\'\.Sn'V\.t:r -fi\e 

over the~ And the YN1<f..h~V\.s1ept on top of a,canvas 
\')\ ~ 1\1 t' SS" 

and the crew who norrnally used the bunks, would sleep on the ffldt~ 

But that was no particular advantage because 1t ~ot so damn 

hot that the people laying on these bunks sweat through the 
~"'""'I k n\ t- W\ "- ltf~ ~ ~ . /' 

canva:, ~~ sweat .Q~e~tr..ess-:\_Anti.Y.f~PJr~ 1_9nl~ --\l\e_ ~% ~ 1v'i \ 1N'-

s:'fGU1< ~ ef' c"'1 
-
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Farley. 

Wh1tlock: 

collect mg on the deck plate /M~~~· stood in a puddle about this 

deep against the;tti.Ju/\,~ bulkhead. It was hot in there, 

bel 1eve me. 

I can believe it. For 38 hours? 

Yeah. And it got to where the oxygen was almost gone 

on us. ~91\.. t[l~.iJ\:h.Oh what's this chenncal 

tt.7 srr~/ ? 1 forgot. There's a chemical they sprayed ~a.i 
takes the carbon monoxide o~t of the air. They sprayed that 

wn:{f 
and you could get over and get down and get a ~ and get 

a little oxygen. But it got ·to where lf you strike a 

match, the match wouldn't 11ght. *-A_~s~t.trl~"'wouldn't 
even see any flame at all .. 

~"'"" Farley: Boy, that's really absence of oxygen. ~ 
1' 1'. v-!. IM ..e.... 

Wh1 t lock: And we were down td.Aw.etli.1,he was conning ~....._sh1 p manual lyfi2/JIJ ~ 
ll'\e l1. W -c.xe- on ~ec:. d.l.t s e 
Ane-t.tnt~ ming up to take turns 9lf the \'1heel s~ you . 

( . .tte.a..ll get about one pull on it.cfl\dt1-t..., 

Farley: 

Wh 1tloc1: 

Exhausting? 

Exhausting, and then you Just sit down and pant for a few """·.-4\e5 
"- ,· c u. " l . 

and crawl I-A with al+-tt1And i{UYdurrng all of this, of 
1~ 'i' R1v111es • S"~\•d{ 

course we were all Just ln)\ll~l~ ~~~Y pants. Skipper 
-t"we1· 

s1ttrng in the rn1ddle of the conning CBJ' rn skivvy pants~at\,.1,v 

~g\~f outguessing the little up above. But he'd sit there 
I V\. ,6l 'I\. A. 

and, of course...AUJe\..SOOllch1\a~\,1t was p1ped 1~ou could 
t-h IL $ J lo.4. W-. ~ lfV'. 1.lt\, 

hear whatever }le was hearing through the whole sub And 
"°f'.. ~n- us 

you co~ld hear~ p1ng1ng 1 p1ng1ng on ttletTt. And when they finally 

got us up , 1t was JUSt 11ke somebody h1tt1ng the hull 
:(c UJ(l .... IJ. -<ta.1\'I 

with a sledge hammer. I mean, prng,bo/ Reaf=ly;nng, you know. 

And then what \'1ou 1 d happen 1 s yb 1\_ ~}l\ one of the ODs would I ay 
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Wh1tlock: 

FArley: 

Wh1 tl ock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock 

Farley. 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock 

Farley: 

Whitlock· 

off and p1ng on us and the other two would make a run 

and d1·op the depth charges. So sound ma11 Sc..fei..· bearing so-and-so 

' ~~·~~ S< .. Jn.J s bearrng so-and-so. F g up and coming closer, 

~ff.~~ 1 "'"; .J f~up and com1ng closer. And all of a sudden you hear~~ T~~ 

go over the top (sound effects) Right over the top of you and 

then you Just sit there like this. 

And wait. 

And wa1t. Pretty soon you hear a cl1ck." and right after that 

d 
11 wham 11 and the ·whole sub JUSt IJOes like this and this steam f I re 5 

Au ~"'A.. . . 
~'\, ·\,,,V'shattered/\. go flying all over the place. lt was quite 

an experience. 

can believe 1 t was. · \ ~ --r" .' \ · ~o\: o...<. ,..s. t 
wouldn't take a mill~o",(for it, bu~ 1. thrnk?put up 

a mill1on to avoid it. 

Wouldn't do it again, huh? 

How long did it take you to get to Freemantle? 

About 20 days. 

You were aboard that th1ng for twenty days 7 

Yeah. uh ... 

Anybody /'c \: < lf r '( ac (2 \A \" ~ 
Are you lnterested ln more of the story' 

Yes please. I'm sorry. 

Well, after we got away from~tt~\tWthese destroyers, we 

went on south and turned east, south of Mindanao. We were 
o~ f1,e. ~lcH-~e..s, 

going over northta~~,~~~~ And we come to per1scope depth 

one ni~ht and looked around and the sk1pper spotted a bunch of lights 

in the hor11on. He battle sud aced. Went tearing rn there 
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and it turned out to be a bunch of fishing boats. It could 
Nrh/. - -

have been the whole Japanese.~~~Oh we knew thatn,yeah, this 
s (_ 

was something else. We knew that the whole Japanese 1econd fleet 

was down in this area. This 1s from our analysis. I knew this. 

l knew the whole Japanese fecondfieet was d~wn there. They .L ,. \ b· 
. t<(l~d6.Y", ~ 0•'- -n\o(. \..~ t. l:'t; 

had a base that they 1 d taken over in CeRE:la1 r Otf~~- And they had 

a base at A \'Y\ \:>uH'\l- , (+vn bot\. Island . .And µ~v.....ra ba.. ... a.. s- f \"p('~a.J.. i'Jrs,. J 

And the whole Japanese ~econd fleet was s~out between 

these three bases. Well we were going down ri9ht down between 
' Ken Jar,· -a 11\.j .ti , 

two of them. We were going down between k~dtA~r\.i~l rt~ Dort. • .. 
And about three o'clock in the afternoon we come up to periscope depth 

~ 
to Jook around and spotted ..eaa Japanese merchant ship at 

. /\ \,, e. 
extreme range heading south. So we- battle surfaced in bro iJ • ..1 
-·~ . s1a..-te.d.. 
~~9\daylight and ~r~chasing that doggone Japanese 

ship. Well, the Japanese ship could make Just about the same speed 
,..,,.&4! C"oc.c f ! ~ ·f:: j I I I . 

that we couJd and we WQUY\.l.lose with him:, We. 1~a~~lm'- CtlllSe.d ~''W'-

all afternoon, damn near getting dark, so Moon finaJJy says, 
. ''\?' e. pa.- ~ 
"p1efM1e to fire two, two and four." He 1 s going to take a crack at him 

at someth1ng like seven thousand yards. So they readied 
IA 0 '~ ~OOyo,.. 

two torpedoes. lfl.1rt l.Mb<l'j~01Jched them off and a Jmos t 

imrriediately ordered ''crash dive'' "crash dive.'' One of those 
I 

damn fish went out and circled aro~nd and come rlght back at us. 

We were down to about 155 feet and rlght over the top of us 

you could hear the screws on the thing. 
7 

D1d he hit the Japanese4i,.,1.lt1·\ S~•y · 
Nooo. ~~.W'N"'-.\\Q.e~~s~~ct~ torpedo 

situation was terrible early 1n the war 
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Farley. 

Far I ey. 

I heard that. 

)1.tu~ pie\. 1-Ek 111e /t 1. '"-·· 

Tape 3 Side 2 
A-ll 

'"'right s1r. 

Whitlock· On the subject of torpedoes. When we run 1nto the 
.he~ )>, v' lh< ~e J 

Be-r:.Dep~ south of Corr1gedor, when we first surfaced and run into 

~eW'-~~'and was taken under attack, t4iad fired two torpedoes 

i 

Farley. 

Whitlock. 

at that tlme. And if he'd h1t any of those destroyers, it 

probably wouldn't have been quite so bad for us. But he missed 

and one of 'the f 1sh went up on the beach and exploded. 
. bea.tinq_ · 

But then we took a beat•nj._for a wh1~e. But at any rate, on this merchant 

ship, we fired at and missed and·we had to_dive·to get 

away from our own fish. We proceeded on down and we were 

going to go th.rough a passag~ lri~e1/\JJ1l~Pii1&~tet.t1<J.;~tM"'" · 
knew at one tlrne what the name of the passage was. But it was into 

§16'u.!.1.'1'"1 ~or. 
the east of lpifiQr~/\,,There's a passage into the Indian Ocean. 

Then we were going to go through this passage. Well, 

we were going to hit it during the daylight hours so we 
~t The Wtt 

had to go through it subrnerged. Well ,,first passrng"missed it 

and we wound up in an inlet looking at native villiage right 

in the eye. And then when we finally hit the passage, the 

tlde was running through it. It caught us and we went through 

that passage sideways making about 15 knots. 

Sideways yet., 

Yeah. So we.got through that passage. We're southeas~ of 'S'ou./~ea..-st r, l 
_fr .11 \'11.C( \ Y\. th~ \..J<!.' V'(~ I 
l~O\~i de open ocean. 161.e-4-e free, ~very t 11ne we went through 
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one of these areas we expected to find 1t mined or 

sornethrng l 1ke that, you know. Wide open ocean. The 

nearest land is five ITllles away sti-a1ght down. So the 

submar1ne skipper had been up all hours up to that point, 

so he decided to turn in and get some sleep. I was s1tting 

in the 11ttle ·d1nette area that they have and then they 
tlia.t ~11..5 

have ~acks U'raJ;~~slots in them for the dishes. You slide the 

d 1 shes down the slot so that '\A/\J~Vlf'when you 1 re submerged in 

a submarine, you 1 re never on'even keel. You 1 re stern down 

or bow down. You 1 re going along like this 1 or at least you were 
. .fl.L l 10 rrc t, on.. 

rn those days. So you had to have this ~i;:~11)n~1 to 

keep the dishes from flying out. Well; we're cruising along 
. . . Y' 0 1\i.' "'\ 

and you get used to this, yov don't think net~1~,of 1t, 

but all ' ojta~sudden it seems li.ke we· were getting a pretty steep 

angle. The bow~r the stern was dropp1ng~ I sort of 
a,'f\).. a 'bo ... \- 't 

looked around ~.nobody seemed anx 1ous~ and al 1 of a .sudden 

these damn dishes started flippin 1 out of these racks. PtP' hea.rJ. 
the skipper yel 1, 11 What the hel 1 's going on back there?" He got 

out of his bunk. And somebody sa1d, "Nothing sir. Everythrng's 

fine." And 1t was quiet for a second or two. Skipper says, •· L,k-( 

·~~ hell it 1s. 11 And he stepped out ct1J\bo\}\.,~~ 

1nto the passageway, missed his footing and fell right through 
I\ .:Bo O\~ ~ •• 

the area that we were sitting, •:..g~ this way. J mean, it 

was Just like he was dropping down. We were about like this 

Well, what had happened l'Jljis some doggone knucklehead crew 

member had pumped the four trim tanks with the valves 

rnboat·d and he pumped these tr1m tanks right rnto the 

f\\\\ after control room And by the time the sk1pper caught 
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Farley: 

Whitlock· 

Farley: 

whit lock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley 

Whitlock: 

Farley· 

Whitlock: 

Farley· 

Wh It lock: 

wA\...,, 
it. tne shafts \"'ere turn mg ir1 water and the water was :'f 
about six inches of our motors, electric motors. 

That's all you need. 

And ~iJ,A\:he was lucky. He was lucky he ever got us out 

of that. We were Just damn lucky. That was the closest 

squeak I think we had on the whole trip. He managed to get 

it evened out. Got us out of there. 

You were lucky to end up in Australia. 

Yeah, you better believe it. 

Can we move to Melbourne or is there something in 

/etween? 

No, 1 believe I Just about ... co~e~eJ 
Yo~ landed at Fremantle, then? 

Fremantle and took a tram dm"'n.£11'. 

Took a tram dmvn to~ r'L"\. 

Five days and we stopped at every state border and 

changed trams because of the different ,I\..\\_'\ a...u ~ ~ .!> • 

Wide gauge and narrow gauge. 

Yean. Well, when we got N\J~be~'\99tlthere, of course, 

the first group had already arrived and they had started 
tl\o'<"i). 'c,K_ 

to set up shop. The intercept site at Mori89J» had not been 

completed. So we tooled around there for a week or two before 
oo\,\~ ~" alV\. 

we really started producing ~'l\:,.(,.';.we, of course, were in 

at the Monterey flats as an apartment house that we had 

taken over. Or that apparently the Australian Navy, in 

conJunction with Fabian had worked out a deal to take this 

pl ace. It was a brand new building. They went througn and 

knocked out holes through the wall so they had passageways 
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Whitlock 

Farley: 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

Wh 1 tl ock; 

...--1 L , '-'"" . ~1 .; ) 
H\{~ ·-, · ' 

a I 1 through the bu 1ld1 ng. JfuU~~·~etJ the poor quy 1 s 

J t apartment bu1 ldrng, but I doubt )J! he ever got pa1d 

for it elther. 

Probably not. 

But at any rate, when we finally d1d get into operation, 

f:.h11.ytha~~'1Athey brought th1s group of L.'~N 5 

~who they had train~d. And they had tra1ned them to copy 

with pencil. And it took a little retraining to get them 

around to us~ng our pffpA.~'1 {(\1'- {"i • 

Who was in charge of that f1rst element that set up in 

Melbourne? 

Fabian was. 

Where was Mason then?- · 

Mason. Well, Mason was there, but Mason was not really rn the 

cryptolog1c business. He was there as an intelligence officer. 

But he d1d set up shop with us. He was the sen1or officer 

at Monterey Flat. Bl.It this was only temporary. The Austral 1an 

contingent was headed by a Commander Newman, who was Royal 

Navy. He wasn't Austral 1an. He was Royal Navy. Ad"":&ial. l. 
rom J w r 

And the Australian ~VU effort.was under h1s w1ng. He, 
:- ~ilk.. ,, ,, 

incidentally, had been lashed tfhthe cat of nrne tails when he 

' was an pns1gn. He was a staid individual 1f you 1 ve ever 

seen one. Carried his kerchief rn his cuff. It was A 
really amazing; amus1ng really, because you could set your 

watch by that man and he demanded absolute quiet while he 
.LI . \...' \'t ~ ,... 

was work mg. He had two~~ off1cer:.workrng in !11s 

office w1th h1m and they'd t1ptoe around the office. tto 

typewr1 terc:. rn there. And he would s 1 t l~at h 1 s desk • 
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Farley: 

Wh1tlock 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock· 

Farley: 

~Jh1 t lock. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock. 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

f arley 

At attention. 

At attent1on.K E~erything neat, in its place. Anytime 

between 8:30 and 10 0
1 clock the door would fly open, 

\._, S" 
1n come Rosie Mason. He 1 d mostly plop~backside down 1n 

a chair and put. h1 s feet up· on Newman 1 s desk, · toss his ha_ t" 

JtaM over .and said, 11 Good morning, Jack. What •s 

cooking? 11 (laugh) It finally wore th~ ol.d qugger down. 

He f1nal_lygot't~_be a human being. 

· Turned in his suit . . 

. -"fh~ay. . .. . . i \t\4,,_. : . . . 

. · 12th of March ~they sa 1 d . FRUMEL was set up at Vfr tori a 

~arracks, Mel°bour~e . . ~'L~'\1\..1,A)t-h~ 
. ,A {{i;··ll' 1'141-. ~~f . 
· '\_~'-12 Mar~h of ~/\l}tat was Fabian 1 s group. 

Okay. 

That was before I got there. 

~~19ht. You were at Monterey. 

Yeah. 

Okay. 

They had Just move into Monterey. As I say, they Just 

got throtJgh knocking the walls out of 1t and getting !e<;;~s 

~me stuff for lJS. 

Were you aware of the U.S. Army contingent in Melbourne, 

called Central BtJreau? 

Not really. 

.ek.a}'... C' tl ~ "l 
No. 

They .were dow11 there at that t11rie, Just about that same time. 
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Whit 1 ock 

Farley. 

lrJhitlock 

Farley: 

Whit l ocK. 

Farley: 

Whitlock 

Farley: 

~Jhitlock · 

About the same time? No, l wasn't aware. 

Okay. 

I didn't know too much about \-1hat the Army was doing 

except that I heard reports. Oh, Taylor would mention 
ie. 

things or Llirltwiler or Fabian mention something. Rufe Taylor 

used to come back and say he tried the best he could while 
le-rf'\a.c. J\'f" ~\A,Y'" 

he was briefing v;~~lli'no count the ribbons on his 

chest and he said he.never did qet them all counted (laugh). 
' Th.ev~ ~ . 

·A little diversion 11tethud.S Did you irrmediately plunge 
e c'"'""1 m to the operation again: . That is ~ ~ trdffit? 

Just as soon as we had pnything we had to get our hands 
. IY'lora. b \tfl.. · · . · 

rn to. And ·/L·!lfur~M ..._. turned. out to be a pretty good · l 
\J:~-h. · · · ' . 45 av-A 

intercept jlt!t~· 
0

lt was guite a ways removed ,from_wB:tenJ\they 
U,u<1 er :ihQ.. ·. · . 

had an Australian courrier. Australian'Army courier run a motor 
' . _- " . . . ·. 

bike in early in the morning to. bring the t~affic into us. 
. . ~d~, 

But it turned out to. be an amazingly good a~. surprising7 

good site. And the quality of those women operators was 

excellent. They had operators there that some of our 

people wished they were as good as. They were good. 

And this message that I spoke of and Rufe Taylor recovered 

the code group, was intercepted at ~o!\p~aa>" Mot ilLb,·~ . 

Very good. Who did your intercept then 7 Just one site 

out there or were there more? 

No there was AJ~S\_ .... \.·\!Jt l\!.·i.\,1,1ibet6.. ~ a site., vf: t41&" 1lt < 

Australians had a site up at"\:.oh what's the capital city? 

Uh, starts w1th.'c.'. ((Cb..v,_b'-na.)) 

.. W~h9d· ~ p{cu~ar{,{~J!')ustra l i ans had a pecu l 1ar sys tern. 
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Wh1tloc.k. 

Farley: 

Whitlock 

Farley: 

Whit lock: 

Farley. 

Hhitlock: 

Farley: 

l~h it lock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

110 

They wouldn't4 \o~dtiiu refer to their base according 

to the narrie of the town 1t was in. They had different 

names for each one of their stations and l never can remember 

the name of the station. 

Canberra? 

Canberra. Well, 1t was near Canberra. 
7 

Bel eo11011? l>e \ ~" Y\ V'C "' 

h, \c:.1t'\¥\ t"'-, --Pe\c"r"'c?~ · 
1re5coRGn, yeah, it wa5 near Beh;g~(i)A• Okay. I never 

can remember the name of the doggone ,place. 

.Okay. 

But at any rate, we finally got to where we getting traffic down 
-::(c LJ,)..~ 

from that place, too, but it wa5 sort of l delayed, ,Aj,tl,~~ 

a little below behind the . late force. 

Who provided all your analyt1cal aids to replace those 

that were burned? 

We br.ought1 ~or the first group brouqht out a complete 

set of .documents with them, so that they planned to go into 

business in Indonesia. In the East Indies. But they 

dldn't Make lt. 

What Amer1 can uni ts were you support rng in Melbourne' 
s ( 

Corrrnander feventh /I eet. 

Okay. I see. Any Anny elements at al J? lf you had 
u Se. hd 

info rma t ion ) a s 1 
, pp rt to then•' 

Well, ~'t\,Wanythrng of that nature was handled on akr~~~i'f\. fe..,·s,;~'\,,._\ 
basis and in briefings. We partic1pated. I know.-tiltilf I know 

that we participated. don't know to what degree. But 
'(h '1. I' C. 

do ~now that off1cers 1n our un1~did part1c1pate 1n the 

,\ •I (J .-{J f \ u 
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Farley: 

Wh1 t lock: 

Farley· 

Whitlock· 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Anny briefrngs there. I don't know to what extent or 

what they provided to them or anythrng. We didn 1 t fonnal ly 

address the Anny in communications. We addressed nothing 

to tnem in the way of reports ~fthat nature. 

Okay. I have a note here saying April 1 42 FRUPAC rnoved to 

the Monterey building. 

April '42, that·s about right. That's just about the time 

we got there. You had 8 April?· 

8 April earlier. 

Yeah, okay. Well. that's pr~ttyAJ't.~.~(oc;.e 
' T 

That's good~ That's good.sequence. When did you ge~ · 

a direct corrmission? 

Well, AAl in '43. In _'4_3...:..'--~ad JUSt made chief 'radioman. -

f had been chief radioman for a year. I'd made chief radioman • 
-:r t 

..a.rnl\...~ titit-1\"used to be that your actrnCJ appointment 

as a chief petty officer, your acting appointment then become. 

permanent. Well, I'd Just becorne permanent appointment 

when I come into work one day a11d the first thing they said 

was, "Fabian wants to see you." So I went out looking for him 

and run rnto nim in the hallway. And he "Good morning, Whit" or 
· -1alt 'lt~t:A ' 

somethrnq or other. And he yak, ~"l' about something else. 

And ne started to turn around and go away. 1 said, "They 

told me down there thc.t you wanted to see me for something." 

•·Oh yeah' Come on. •· And he ra1TUT1ed his f 1 nger in to my solar 

plexis and says, ''I'm going to make an officer out of you " 

I said, "Well, thanks a lot." At that time, you know, !t1lwa§l 

YJ\.~e\,~to make chief ln the few years 1t took rne to make it was 

q~ite an accomplishment so I d1dn 1 t figure he was doing me any 
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Whitlock: 

particular favor. But~he recommended that r be 
L .1.4. 

cormnssioned ;f ieutenant ~ And when the comm1ssion come 
£. 

through it was tns1gn, date of rank, August 14th, 1943, ;t.·~ 

I was a 11ttle perturbed, in retrospect, J wasn't at the 

time. Because at the time, I didn't really realize what I was 

doing or the importance of what l was doing. It was a Job. 

And I looked to the officers on the scene as the people 

who were overseeing the Job and they knew what was being 

done and approv1ng of what was being done. And Jt wasn't 

a matter of who was getting credit for it or anything. 

It never occurred to me\)iij that was doing anything 

exceptional. l was doing what thought was expected of me. 

And A.\wit wasn't until quite some time later, considerably 

later, l 1 d gone back and put a tour in Washington and corne 

back out to Pearl Harbor at the end of the war. And J was 

at Pearl Harbor at the end of the war when 1 was told to get 
~ 

into a good uniform and come down. The ~arniral had wanted 
C' 

to see me. Well, I presented myself to the 1ommandant of the 

14th Naval District and he cited me, <Jave me a bronze star. 

Great. 
$<' 

With the citation wasAsanitized that it was absolutely 

meaningless. But I earned that as an enlisted analyst. 

That's what J got it for. One of the officers we had 

on Corrigedor, Gil Richardson, apparently saw notice of 
N ~£t 

my award someplace in sorne ravy magazine. He ~~·.\.1.-1'"\f°" 

down and wrote a letter to the Bureau of ~ersonnel. and on the 
'\ /,.. 

basis of his letter they awarded me a combat V to go on the 

.... .t'I. 41 r, ~ bort. 
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Farley. Excellent. 

Whitlock: But something rather distasteful had happened in the 

Farley. 

~1h1tlock. 

Farley: 

Whitlock 

Farley. 

Whi ti ock 

interim, that J went back to Washington with this Bronze 

Star and I fo~nd out that a WAVE officer back there who 

was the granddaughter of the baseball conmiss1oner, Lanrl1s, 

had been awarded a Bronze Star. And what it was awarded for 

.is she had been playinguV\_he\..lr'id~ hostess for the <{:ptain 1 s 

social events, who was a s1n9le man. And I took that 
0 ff 

Bronze StarAand wouldn 1 t wear it until J got this 
J 1 I ~·~ ~{: 

nota't ion of the Camba t V and ~1 then I f1gured 1 t was alt "loght 

to wear 1 t. ft\ q l :A. l , 

That ·really would degrade a r!J;'A, wouldn 1 t it? 

Yeah. 

That's too bad. Whit, what should we talk about now 

when you're rn operation in Melbourne as relates to 

the' progress of the war 7 Any s1gn1f1cant or outstand1ng 

contributioiy,other than those that you've already talked about? 
of ~~ 

Well, J ment1one~'INIP1" course, there was the battle M"'(.,Y~I 

rtJ®t Sea, which we provided rnformat10n on prior to, during 

and after. There was the Midway deal. But I just cite 

these as examples of ongoing reports that were coming out 

of there pretty continuously. haven't really dwelt too much 

on the technical aspects of this and I think 1t might be well 

to say a couple th1n~s about that. 

Please. 
a~ou..t 

A lot ls rnade ~t) the d1 ff1cul ty,....about the achievements 

!'eally, in breaking the Japanese operations code, JN-25. 
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Farley: 

Whitlock: 

SJ~oo.t\.th~.l{,"'; It was a reasonably comp le.( code at the t 1me 
j..\L 

dnd 1t was cited as quite ~f{ach1evement of being to 

get into it and stay with it through these cnanges. Of 

course, there were breaks 1n our favor. But little has 
,;_ s-a 1 A ~bou. t 

ever been A,i~-lt,ov~, the di ff ocl.. lty of stay mg with the c a II~ 1.:p•\. 

AV.\:.s,idQ' system changes, which, as I pointed out earlier, 
(\ 'ol c.. 

were essential to beinghto provide the glue or the 

continuity of the whole reporting system. This was no 

small responsibility. It was no smali problem to satisfactor1ly 

deal with. Because the Japanese Navy got pretty sophisticated~ 
.Lt l c &.. \ h ·, ~ t'\.- . . . 

in their ye1 d~ilJO · systems during the .co~rse of the war. 

Now one of the things that l think that hel~ed.us i~ Melbourne· 
. - "'~ ..... A.,eJ . 

was that we ~a\Jel:t/\for the fir~t time to get our hands 
N Cd.\\sup .. booVZ-

on a captured navy tD·\,l/sit!JR ~00k find we were able to7 

on the basis of that>to validate what we had been doing that· 

showed us that we are right. We knew what we were talking 

about. This book was particularly helpful to us, although 

it was helpful to us in helping us to recover new changes 
__ A'iYA!r'. C"'-ll>1~t'L 

because they had the 11sting within the .c.<r11 ~book. Any 

new book come out, 1t had the same order. You understand what 

I mean? 

Yes. 

The ~ships and all of the organizations were still in 

the same order. So this was a big help to us in 

getting 1nto the systems when they change Now to give you 
ca\\> 11f n 

some 1dea of the complexity of these c~ll ~R:Jn systems, 

we had a system that came 1n wh1le I was in Melbourne. 
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Wh1tlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

The Japanese were us1ng 32 books and the1r call s1gns 

were changing every day for the whole Japanese navy. 

And we had to recover those 32 books. And we did 1t. 

And we did 1t with a minimum amount of machine help. 

We had some IBM equipment there. 

Tremendous accomplishment. 

lt was. You don't see any of . th1s 1n the records. 

liw ':,i- Uo. 

Tif"'/W~A~Vv'JThis 1s one of those lesser cryptologic/~'\,· 

cryf'?>analyt1c problems that the bra1ns can't be bothered 

w1th, but 1t had to be done. And 1t wasn't a simple thing to do. 

And speaking of that 32 book system, we were having trouble 

maintaining files. mean, 1n order to get f1l1ng space, 
. The. 

you had to keep track of 32 of these-~ whole navy in 32 

different places. And we didn't really have the filing 

system to handle it, you know. So we went to Fab1an and 

he 11T111ed1ately requ1s1tioned a 32 drawer filing cab1net. 

A metal cabinet. So 1n due course, the damn thing was 

delivered three days ofter the calls had changed. (laugh) 

So we had this monstros1ty, 32 drawers s1tt1ng there and 'Jt it 
couldn't be used. Well, Just before1 .t,at Christmas time 

one year, of course, m the U.S. r~avy there's no Y'(u'/t \ '1 "or 

allowed aboard ships or stations. Well, this doesn't pertain 

so far as the Australians are concerned So come Chnstmaj_'s, (.'h,,-.. f";,A..> 

this ramrod of a Royal Navy C011111'1ander let his hair down 
oL/ cf l~-"~ JIU 

and broke out the pink gin for his staff ~~Uti\ar.d they were 

scampering through~ the hallways sharing the goodies with 

anybody they could find. Well, we took kind of d1rn view 
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Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whit lock: 

of this. It was business as usual for us,. '/.&J\krbW-: 

We were s1tt1ng there. So we come back after lunch and 

one of the guys brought a bottle along and he pulled open 

one of these drawers and stuck the bottle in there. And 

about m1dafternoon, well, we'd taken a little swig on 1t 

once in a while, and about midafternoon Fabian walked in. 

And everytime . he ·come down there he's always mak1n~ some 

co1W11ent about that 32 drawer monstrosity. "When you going 

to start using it" sort of thing. Well, he walked in ~bout 

three o'clock this afternoon, ."When you going to start using this 

· file cabinet?" He reachea over and out .of 32 drawers he pulled out 
. . J!9L\Or' . 

the one with.the 11~~·bottle in it. 
' ' 

You were using it. · 

He said, "You better get rid of that." We did. 

Well, J get off 1n nonsense like this. a 

No, no, no. Thi~ is worthwhile. As I t' cjfr' say, 
1 
detract fromnt fti-t 

or it's a digression from the routine, which has been covered 

in some detail 1n the reports and the records. But not like 

you have today, which is extremely worthwhile. Do you think 

of anything else ~tUr~ in the way of support to the 
f.' l\\a.c..fh·Thu<, l 
/leets or support to ~tlttft~ or successes i11elping to 

shorten the war in the Pacific? 

~~There are several other things T can talk about 

Yeah. To give you some examples, some of the other things 

that was done, at one pe~1od we got to where we gotrnto 

the position where we were readmg JN-25 pretty good. They 

lntercepted a message that was or1g1nated by a japanese ~dm1ral, 
who incidentally happened to be the corrmander of one these 

(o~t1~~ 
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Farley. 

..ih it lock: 

(.\~< ~lot 
air flotillas, air-::-f!:k>t 22. And this fellow was 1n Truk 

and 
>I H 

he sent a message to Tokyo, iaval -'[eadquarters, and he was 

complaining about problems with commun1cations security. 

And he said that they were giving the enemy valuable 

information in their communications. And then he c1ted 

several messages that had been or1g1nated by a small tanker, 
~"~'~~ . Kw a 1 a le' Y\.· , 

which had departed Truk for~~\ And he cited 

what rnformat10n the enemy could have .got out of' it, jf'it ot 
the head1ngs of the messages. And it turns out that ·this . 

li1Jil~ I<."'° • ra. 'e' \'l , 
little old tanker was sunk entering/'-~· .So l went back and 

· . . .· GoJ 
pulled out our reports covering this period. And by~ that•s 

Just the way we called it. ~~is .?d~iral . ·~new.~.h~.t he-wa_s 

talking about. Fortun~tely about two days later, Halsey hit 

Truk in the1r first attack and that-;dmiral was killed. That 

was where it ended right there. So we got some breaks 

through the war. 

Yeah, yeah. That 1 s right. 

Another thing that I might mention about on the technical 

side, and again, I wish my memory was a little sharper so 

far as the place, the specif1c places are concerned• ,POt 
Aqa'I'\.. t c.i\ "'tti.i 

~EY'Wd~g'i-Ht.,.. this bears upon ~:_s(i~ and code recoveries. 

The technical problems that we were up against. There 

was a Japanese naval detachment ~p in northern Borneo. 
L Ae. 0 ( 5a., I a..'"' """Ll. 3.- \ 

It wa~n·t either i::eJ'~.1but there was some little 

place.~,T can 1 t remember the name of it, but it 1 s almost 

due west of Rabaul, but it 1 s on r'ew Guinea. Well, this 11ttle 

un1t over there got themselves cut off. They were 
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lsolated. 
f'I 

lt was a ~avy land1ng party. So we got a 

code change and wouldn 1 t you know it, this poor little 

outfit over there didn 1 t have the new code. So we would 
~c (. 

911 a brand new JN-25 message coming out of Tokyo going 

down to th1s little u~it here ahd then it 1 d go into Rabaul. 

Rabaul would have to reencode 1t 1n the old sy~~em .. 
-~ 'Beeut-.=ru 1 • · L ~ • • • 

<:;[ s-~ "' A. . 
1 C!nd. s-ent 1 t over there.' Not only codes., but they give away 

much of their calf sign system the same.way.· 

What a ·break. &..a,IAt; \u...\ · .. · 
rt•s things l"ike- this that h~lped. us along. 

>4ti~~ answer .. , .. _One oth~r th~rig .that happened 

It wasn't the w\ole 
. ,:.~_/(/!IA. COr'r~'{ 1 Jot" 
on ~t~.or}\that J 

think I should. mention, and this is mentioned also in 

this document here thai·1 showed you. · 

Farley: Yes. 

Whitlock: Right after· the first of December, of course, the Japanese 

Navy chan~ed their JN-25, their maJor code on the first of 

December, 1941~ And actually, we were not deriving too much 

intelligence from that code even before that. I rnean, it 

hadn't got to the point that it was really readable. And 

again, intelligence up to that point was largely, on the basis 

of traffic analysis with what other sketchy stuff we could 

get out of the JN-25 decrypts, which didn't amount to a 

hill of beans, really. But at any rate, after this rnaJor 

code change, J th1nk 1t was probably right after Pearl 
t)l> 

Harbor, 1t might have been before 11l..sornewhere betwee11the 6th 

and the l0th 1 I think 1t was after Pearl Harbor really.~~ 
~~ro'-'1"'- JIJ, J~,4\'\~'V-°1 .H 

We p~\\·~come across and going~ and,.Acf~Jl\VU9.-l1J', -,r\e. 
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Farley· 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock· 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley. 
•I 

Whitlock: 

Farley· 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

traff1c, we come across the same message. Two entirely 
-t\,t.)' 

d1fferent texts. Checking lt out,'/!! had sent one text 

rn the plarn code, they'd forgot to encrypt it. And then 

they encrypted lt. 

What more do you need? (I'-\"'~. 

And we were in 11 ke qA,'.-1'!1.i We 11 , we 1 re the ones 

and. aga1n this lS in this 11ttle document here. It was Correg1dor 

that told Hawa11 and told Wash1ngton that the code was st1ll 

good. That we were into it, that we knew what had happened 

to 1t. We were the ones that d1d that. Pearl Harbor 

never did anything l1ke that. 

No, well, lt 1 s wonderful to have all th1s on the record. 

Well I say Pearl Harbor never did anyth1ng 11ke that. They 

d1dn 1 t, up to that po1nt ln the war. Later on, they had some 

good people. Don't rn1sunderstand me. They had some sharp 

people 1n Hawa11. If T remember r1ght, one of them lS now 

one of the supreme court Just1ces. 

fJ1"'ttet_Wh1JteJ "{,._i\"))u ,. W~.,-\"e. ~ 
Huh? " 

,, l..!~)Q(" 
Not W., z i Wh 1 te. 

No no. 

No, okay. He was Adm1ral Burke's buddy. I know who you 
~·~ -

mean, but I can't place""'I can't remember/\ ~s 'l\.AWlt'. 

7 
Stevens.""'- Is 1 t Stevens? 1-"~v 

Stevens, Stevens. Stevens 1s r1ght. 

Yeah. 

He's newly appo1nted. R1ght 
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Wh1tlock: 
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Farley: 

Whitlock. 

Farley'(' 
I 

Wh It I ock: 

Stevens is the name. 

well, he was at FRUPAC. 
C' { 

And 1 think he was one 9e the 

guys who was responsible for breaking one of the last call51q~L 

Jlgb, systems that the Japs used on u;_,""which turned out to be the 

simplest one the ever used, really. It was a m~~~er ilid~ \»cJ.'> ""'it'd_. 
Noi\ ,,,1 ~ 9u1 i·"\.·~oJ hong, to it . .... 

I\ f(\u_. A,- I Ml 'C' 

How come FRUMEL didn 1 t mowe north when ~r\t~and his 

headquarters moved to Brisbane and then up toward the 

Phi 1 i ppines? 

.\le\J .. 'l,~4_.1,,-~ l think that this would _ha\/e presented 

some problems.it.in cont1m11ty, for one thing.·· ( don 1 t 

think we could have afforded to split up the effort to 

make the move. You had to carry on here while you were 
p.c.X~~ 

was p1h111g up there and it wasn•t worth the gamble. I don't 

know this to be the fact. No one ever brought this up, but 

if l were asked to give a reason for 1t, I suspect that 

would be it. There 1 s a matter of s1t1ng, a matter of carrying 

1t out and mainta1ning the cont1nu1ty. And I think that that 

4 \h.u:ik\_~at the~md1cates fairly well the quality of 
1'\o'f ~ b1

1 

\'l I 
intercept that we were getting at 11·.<\'•~: .n". ~"' p.,...ci®'i.t' 

u ~" 

~n\t.1' I'm not too sure that we would have gained much 

of a technical advantage by moving. And we had electrical 

conmun1cat1ons to s~pport the people up that way as 

we needed. 

Makes sense. D1d you leave before E.S.L. Goodwin came? 

Yes. Yes, 1 left Just before he got there. I was one of 
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Farley: 

Whitlock: 

fo l..:avl' • 

the f1rst.i1~ was the second man to leave. The f1rst man ·· , 
to 1 eave was a man, Ge 1 k)n. that I spoke of. )'(eJiU"- .. . · · 

S' 
l\,.rfOmethrng happened to htm. He had a stroke of ~om~thing. 

Excuse me. (I} And he was sent out on a medical. But 

after he left I was the next one to leave. l left there 

in October 1943. 
l~'f~ r 
·~ Oh. Then you came back to D.C.? 

went back to D.C. 

Is there anything else about FRUMEL we should talk about? 
~!" b.?. I 1 e 11 e -r ' 11.;:, 

J 'm trying to think. il ~ ~e~\iEbleL~llYold you mostof 

everyth1ng that I can th1nk of w1th regard to FRUMEL. 

~No, I can't thrnk of anythrng. 

~r\1ght. Then you caone back to what pos1tionf n Washington' 

Well, when I got my orders rn FRUMEL ~\ef:>W)'~~Y that 

was 1943 and I'd been out of the country since 1938. And 

I had a daughter who was three years old and thouqht it was time to 

go home. saw that the place wouldn't fall apart 

if I left. And so when my orders came 1n, Fab1an got 

ahol d of them. He says, "Whit, let me see 1 f I can get these 

orders cancelled?" J sa1d, ''No. I've been here long 

enough." r said, 11 l want. to go home." He Sil ys. "We I l , ,?~IL.1"' 
)oor., 1t•s 

Ha....scix_s'\.,~~ better to be a big frog rn a I 1ttle puddle, 

than a l 1ttle frog rn a blg puddle." And that's the way 

he put 1t to me. "Hell," I sa1d, •·1•11 take my chances." 

Well , he was so r1ght. I got back to Wash1ngton and who's 

Wh1tlock, you know 7 l was a little frog ln a big puddle. 
( 

I went back as a comm1ss1oned off1cer, but I was an 'ns1gn. 

, { ')Ct,0 
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Tv.. '17: r-1~.,1e. 
How much water does an ensign0?~.l1Jobt lt,f./fiherrt;;,_J' 

-J: didn't bothe~ to tell them, nobody ever asked, and nobody 

ever looked into 1t, as to what I had been doing or what 

respons1b1l1ties I had been carrying. So I get back there 
,, \Y\ t Vt\""" Ll tk 

in this organization, this big .!Jla~~~ thrng, and it •s al I 

compartmented. I'm doing analysiso I don't have access to 

the operations reports like I had out there. I didn't know 
w h'a. t , · ::r+ A 

what WaS7"4J~~d--·U:.~tt-l'!,._., '-t-·.WaS the rrmy concept/ 
. ~-'-a ~t.\"\ sTs · 
really

1 
that the traffic ii~~l~cztt\Pass all this into 

the 1nte1·1igence officer .. He's.·the guy that makes the 
· 13alo'i~eit '._ ~<t.ii.4.JCf :L-r ·Jaesn.•{ · 

decis1ons. -&alegt•1t1! I ~(work t~at way very good. 
' • I ' ' 

And they're··afr~~~ that·~hat~s ~going to'h~pp~n is that they 
. .- . . I.Vt>--'\&,.\)\~ I . 

ma~e all these other goodies/\ all this c,ollateral information 
• ' " ' ' I • .. •, " 

to you, you 1.re gorng to fudge. That isn't t.he way it 

works. In other words, what they're really telling you 
"Ba.\ol\V\f~ ~ 

is that they don't trust you. And balogRtt-! Well, this 

.is the situation I got into back there. We couldn't see any 
iP(f· ""e.,· e. 

collateral reports on what our ships,i;iii}..doing. We'd see 

someth1ng go1ng on ln traffic and we knew damn well that 
lA., c:l.S S-o 11"\ ~ 

ft.4.d.51_oPk. &.f.\..·~there~ operat1on that we were doing. 
t 

But the only guy ln there that knew was a 11ttle guy that 
''1'v\-e_ .l> IA.<:~ II 

we calle~ )d:Je1dtu:f~ ~.P. Lee. Quack, quack, quack, quack, 

quack. Nice guy. 

I heard that name. 

Well, he had access to the inner sanctum. So that little 

monkey would go in there and read the f1les, come back to 
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Wh1tlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

Farley. 

Wh1tlock 

I '-\1'.l_ t '.5 

l oak at what we were dorng, "tliWs not the way 1 t 1 s." 
;t: 

He wouldn't tell you what was rn there, but '1'"'-It irritated 

me for a long t1me. But we sat there and grounc1 lt out, 

nevertheless, as best we could. 

You came ... e~cuse me, I'm sorry. 

Yeah. 
( 

You came back as an analyst or you took over a sect1on,~ 

No. no. I was Just another one of the working men ln there. 

What a shame. What a shame. All your talent and your know-huw 

and your experience gone for naught. 

We l I . not rea 11 y. I i..sed 1 t. 

Ye~h. you were working on a problem, but you couldn't pass 

lt on to some of the younqsters or the peupl~ who had never 

been out of the D.C. area. 
,c 

Well, I managed to pass/\somehow. Srme of them that were doing 

the Job managed to listen to me. I was qu1te a celebr1ty 

when I f1rst got back here beca~se I was the first cne 

back 01.1t of the war area. I mean, eel ebr1 ty as far as the 

people I was working w~th. Hell, the WAVEs would all 

gather around and hear sea stories about Correqidor. 

How 1t really was, yeah. 

£8\itl-\:t~ No, lt was J1.1st a d1fferent ph1losophy. 

And l don't think lt was one that worked particularly well. 
t\,e oh~ wl>f'r..e.J. 1. 

I think ..C..1t._ that we had,(.,(,~,~ n the Ph111 pp mes.A ~ d'ln 1 t know 

how Hawa11 worked, and I k1nd of suspect that maybe Hawa11 

was work1ng l1ke Wash1ngton was. T don't know how they 

were work rng. don't know what access the analysts themselves 

had to the operat1onal or collateraJ lnformat1on. It could be 

that they were pass1ng everything they had through 

<- .. kr~1 II oq_ .o 

.... 

l 
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Rochefort. I don't know. He might have been the point 
I~ e_ ..., ~·,le 

of contact. But a~l ~~I was an analyst overseas, 

there was nothing bearing upon lntelligence on the 

Japanese Navy, on the1r operations at any rate, that 

wasn't privy to. 

And that was missing back 1n D.C. 

lhat was missing rn D.C. It was compartmented. 

Let me switch tapes please. 

I\ TAPE 4 SIDE 1 
I~ I ( 
Ddright let's try that. J think that's going to do it, sir. 
yf\ >T,/I 
We'rel'back rn D.C.)Jiit ·C:.·'1' 
/\ \ l 
Pf.right. Well, when I got ttctj°\.~·~back to Washinc:Jton, was 

ass1gned to GT. And at that time, the officer who was head1ng 

up GT was L1eutenant Conmander Dennis. And the difficulties 

that I Just m~~1oned about the compartmentation, I'm 

sure, was notkDenn1s's doing. He knew better than that. 

This is the way that the command was set up there and Dennis 

run the TA sect1on. He, of course, had access to all 

th1s background material, but he couldn't give access to 

indiv1dual analysts. And as far as he went 1n th1s direction 

was to g1ve access to P.P. Lee who was also a lieutenant 

comnander. But the rest of us, no. It wasn't because, T'm 

sure, that Dennis didn't understand the advantages of complete 
a'n.. 

immersion. T thrnk it was sunplyAadmini~trative matter that 

he had to ab1de by. But there was GT which was the traffic c., .. ,,,ly.-...s 

section. And I kind of forgot, it was GZ and GV, but I somet1mes 

get the two m1xed up0 •. ~J think GZ wac; the decryption 

element and I think GV was the lntelligence production 

~ } ( ~,/C-te1 
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Farley 
.&W .t,,e I~ . 

Whi tJock 

FArley· 

element. The idea there being that you got TA fed in 

from one d1rect1on and you got the decrypts fed in from another 

and GY was the one that produced the reports. ~~ Whereas 

1 was writ1ng lntelligence ,reports/ that were put on the w1re 
~ 1 ·rt I I" '1 

when J was in station CTty in FRUMEL. When T got to Washington 

I was writing TA reports wh1ch went to Pearl Harbor and 

Melbourne an~ also up~o GY. So again, you have to appreciate 

that I was tll8' young pns1gn, that I didn't know my way around 

as an officer, and I was not privy to the dec1sion-making 

process. For years after that, as a matter of fact. So while 

I developed a philosophy with regard to how the corrmunicat1on 

intelligence business should function, it was years before 

I had a chance to really do anything about it. And that 

chance didn't come until much later in Japan when T put together 
. _.-::-

the Navy's first advance explcitat1on un1t
1

on a different 

problem naturally. Do you want to close this door? 
~~ :f _,, ~ <- ..- ~'- •'Y l ·u· . Would let me take a qui ck r .-. -~-s--0f-f7. 

There we go. Let's try that again. That tape has been 

acting up, but it 1 s working now. 

Okay. 

You were talking about the exp101tat1on unit you set up. 

Well, this was 1n Japan. And was not against the Japanese, 

naturally. 

Were intercepting aga1nst those other people at that t1me. 

I 1m afraid so. No, not at that time. no. This comes at a 

11ttle later date. 
iJ S tJ. ~\. Cl, 'S I l ( 

Okay. Let me, Just/\ot1 tlte sHle, during World War II i.yas there 
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Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

ever an effort in the Navy, and units, 

aga1Pst Uncle Joe and h1s people' 

No. 

No? ~kay. ~'1 

No, ~\J~V"~(We didn't have that many fac1lit1es. 

You realize that worldwide we had less than 200 intercept 

operators. 

Is that all 1 My gosh. 

There was 170, J th1nk, · 179 or som~th1ng like that. 

I did not realize that. .We.l'\.1.A.et'~~ 
Well. Th1s is at the t1me World War II broke out, and 

naturally after the war broke out, if there was any effort 

against anyone else but the Japanese, 1t would have been in 
1.. t 

Washington. And it certainly wasn't .en any of the sites that 

I was 1 ocated. 

That was Just an as1de. It Just came to me because they 

usually ask that ~ue~t1on ar.d some people Just sit silently and 
~c...Rn.iw leJ1t. 

don't even ~ke. .... k.nowl.ed~e\o!Athe question. Anything to talk 

about about that Japanese unit, or would you rather go on 

to someth1ng else? 

r10, T think that wou Id be Jump mg a head Qu 1 te a ways. l don 1 t 
\...· h .\. \-" 

know1 r th1nk l told you most of ......-;J;.tm1' I can recall about 
~ V\ ~ 

the techn1ques,about the value of what was don~how 1t was 

done. And these techn1ques we carr1ed on through the whole 

war. I mean it Just wasn 1 t so111ethrng that happened rn 
1J. L C- o v re. 'l' ,!,,~ 

Australia or cdr~~~and that was 1t. The same th1ngs 

went on ln Washington.and in Pearl Harbor, or in Station 

I { ~/( C p 
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Farley: 

Whitlock: 

FArley: 

H '°' f.I) . 
Hy~. So I think that l 've covered everyth1ng that I 

can th1nk that's un1que ln that f1eld. 

Where were you when the war ended? Were you back ln n.C.? 

Or were you on a spec1al assignment? 

I was heading for an assignment w1th a Joint lntell1gence 

production center in Guam when the war ended. j'i·~'\.11.J..i~ 

Where I was actually/ was in San Francisco with my wife.and 

in the Oak Knoll Hosp1tal. All ·the hotel rooms jammed full 

of a hang-over of the United Nation~ sessions. There was no 

place to get a room. · J wound up at two o'clock in the 

morning . after having gone from hotel to hotel ~ryrng to 

find a P.lace to put up my wife ·and· baby, wind1ng up on the 

door-step of a house out in south San Francisco of people 

·I didn't' know, had never met. My wife had never seen them,_ 

but we knew of them because her mother knew them. Knocking 

on the door at two o'clock in the morning asking to please 

take us 1n off the street because I had a baby and my wife 

was sick. And the people said, "Well come in." Their whole 
I 

family load had Just arr1ved from Hawa11. They were sleeping all 

over the place in the house. And this couple got out of 

their bed and give us their bed. 

That's someth1ng. 

Yeah. 

Really something. 

And I had to buy a car to get across country. Shall 1 tell 

you the whole story 7 

Please. 
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;>f61 ley . · 

Fa_rley: 

Whit loc.k. 

Okay. J was under orders to go to th1s unit and we were 

1n Washington at the time. We had an apartment. wh1ch was 
LJc 

scarce as hen's teeth. Jl..Wits~ck\....-H#j! were really lucky to 

get one when we went there dur1ng the war and we had held 

.out there fo~ the couple years that 1 was there. And 
-rt.. I ; 'f $ 1~ ~r \. 

when it came time to go. the way they had worked ~~-

you couldn't get transportation for your household effects, 
.So 
s1' the way that th1ngs had worked out there 1s that you would 

t.)Vt!'t.,, 

turn your apartment/\to someone prov1ded they bought your 

furn1ture 1 ;t>~l~~w. So 1 had made th1s arrangement to sell 

the furniture and turn the apartment over with the 1dea of 

taking my w1fe home. Her home was Hawaii and I establ1shed 

the fact that>tYt,~ there'd be no problem of taking her back 

to Hawa1i now. And wouldn't you knpw it. that after J 1 d 

entered into this contract. the Navy 1 ~well. the military 

threw a freeze on transportation because they were shipp1ng 

troops and equ1prnent across country from the European 

Theater. taking them into the Pacific. So they could get me on a tra1n
1 

but they couldn't get my dependents on a train. And here I'm 

s1tting with a contract to turn over my apartment and no 

place for my wife and my baby daughter to hole up. So 

I had to get out and scurry around and buy a car. Now. can 

you imagine4"f'' ~ 
At that t 1me,:J;:Adt.:-s-••• -~?c:rs were ava1lable 1n about this period of time, ·~ 
~ 

And about three times the price they were worth. 

Yeah. And ( .. ftin'l.1tLlfl I finally managed to get one. 

'( L' '-VO I 
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Farley" 

Whitlock: 

:Jt 
.Jtwas a L rncoln 

I got it for, 

like that. 

r Ll de"\ 
Zephyr, 12 cylinder, mans ter. And J was l'teky 

f. .:r~ ""' '2.. ~ I "'/i 
think it was twelve hundred dollars, llduie'th-\!l' . 1 

It was a bargain. ·*- , .-..-t l·~·.;c.~ a \1c1 .,r.t-,. 
6- · ""' Sc.n1tll\1t1.j .J. 

It was '11:.1'1: ... -1--u.trfilk, \ t_ WQ~ -an -v~· E..f'": {, I forgot what year. 
Jo I ~J.. 

But at any rate, they d~ me out whole bunch of gas 

ration stamps and the tires on the damn thing were no good_,o!-1or 

they didn't look too good to me. They were about the 

best you could get so I took them in to have them recapped 
~~ . 

and somebody ~tole them. &crlbe guys that recapped them,..41\.t·' 

::(t- was a r1p-off. They were fairly good sidings, so he replaced 

Farle}".: 

Whitlock. 

.. 

them. And I put those things on and I'd driven that car 

exactly 19 miles when l headed west across country. 

had no idea whether 1 was ever going to get there or not. 

The Pennsylvani~ turn-pike wasn 1 t in, so the first good sized 

hill, I guess the people up there call them mounds, the first 

one I hit, this car didn't have en~ugh guts to get up and go 

in frontwards. I had to turn around and back up to it. (laugh) 

And you got cross-country 7 

10 t 
And 1 glt~ross-country in the damn thing. And we g0t i r. to 

San Francisco about eleven o'clock at night and the wife was 

____________ ___.labout the time we were crossing 

the bridge, ;;>l, ~\~:\1; the Oakland Bay Bridge. So we got into 

·San Francisco and I started going from hotel to hotel and they 

Just laughed at me. I got on the phone and I cal led every motel 
a.,-~ a... 

in the a~nd they laughed at me. They had pennanent residents 

... ·(b)(6) 
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in the motels ln this area for years. Well, I don•t know, 

I went to 11 or 12 different hotels, anyplace that would 

take in anyone, ,to11~n~~-

The area or the hotel d1dn 1 t matter. I wo~ld have taken anyth1ng. 

Well, do you know that after these people took us 1n and T went 

down to report ln the next day at the federal Juilding, 

and I told them what had happened, they were incensed. 

They said that everyone of those major hotels that you went 

to have rooms blocked for the Navy, for Navy transits. They • 
. . f.fl •. a.;.s·1h " 

should have told you to come up he.re and we would ,4Jt~\NJ)\I . I 0
"-

a room. Not a damn one of t~ose hotels, not a· clerk 1n those 
f.ot~\s w~~ \'\dp{i.tf 1 SOW\e.. 

ho-e,J 5 0Rl\Of them wouldn 1 t even talk to me. They 1 d stand 

there with their back to rne. 
'/ tlV... . . 7 
~were in uniform. 

I was ln uniform. 

Boy. 

So I knew that J~V,,•1I d1dn 1 t have much time. I \ . 
\ 1) (? 0 t> ~ ~ I(. (-.) I 

was scheduled to leave on a jeep carrier, the C " t _. 

· So w1 thout )'la~cf'Ur;r'an.gelnefl~U'/i.i.~11,rnak 1 ng any arrangement:> 

to get my wife back to Hawa11, l had to leave that up to her. 
f ftl'- ( .i. ,. 1. )\.!.. 

I drove this doggonei& \P~l\Jnot'IK' .... ,... \;. .d)lt14 started from ~"e 

dealer to another because r had to sell it. Of course, 

was in uniform. 1 had to be 1n uniform. And they knew damn 

well what the s1tuat1on was Wei\ l wound up practically 

g1ving the damn th1ng away. 

Damn gangsters. 

Damn gangsters. And the day after T gave it away, I had 

to put her in the hospital( in Oak Knoll. And the only way 
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"' ~ .i. <' • 1\1.~ !.<\ 

that you cotJld get to Oak knoll J,\,{h~~d1d get an 

ambulance over and took her, but the only way at that 

t1me that 1 could get over there is I had to r1de the 

street car lnto San Francisco, take the tra1n over to 1 
L e a n. c::.' re. J 

Oakland, get on a streetcar and r1de out to San L4-clftdrof-?7, 

get on another bus 1 t~~ I would leave south San Francisco 

at eight o'clock ln the morning in order to get to Oak Knoll 

at one o'clcck ln the afternoon for vis1t1ng hours. And 

had to leave this 11ttle glrl with these strangers all 

day long. Well, the day after they put her lnto the hospital, 

I got a call from the ~deral ruild1ng said that I had been 

assigned duty as boat off1cer, to report that evening as 

boat off 1cer. reported that even1ng and that was the day the 
s. 

war ended. And maybe you th i nkA di dn' t have some fun getting 
sailors 

those drunken ~~back to their ship that night. 

I can bel1eve 1t. And you really d1dn 1 t care, d1d you? 
~' e"" '-

Not really. So-Here. 1 arn, our furniture was gone. There 

was no way 1 could go back to Wash1ngton. didn't have 

any place to live. So 1 was debating, since the war's 
7 

ended, should I ask Washington.,(dh, figured T better keep 

my mouth shut. So eventually they put me on the tACor::lJ IE'~) 
•'IA)hit.'t'"' 

and I showed up in Hawa11 and the react10n was ··~ rn the 

hel 1 are you doing here?" And~i,t6~ Qt&\ I sat there. They 

wanted to see ~s once a week, Just to be sure we're still 

alive. There was noth1ng~oing, absolutely nothing. And 
I 

this went on for several weeks and finally they figured 

h h d t d th h ..t1 •lL " :r-t ,I 

t ey a o o some ing w1t us, a·m• uaet-t·tti was make-work 
, ' 
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sort of Jobs, but finally_, it got around to where 

de1T1obil1zat10n had set rn and we were shucking people l 1ke 

crazy. We had 700 people JJ1t'tjcJ\>t\A)around 700 people when 
I 

arrived. A month later
1

,or two months 1ater1,(t."1 month and 
"'l= 

a half later;...,.. think it was, we were down to 17. 

Huh. Really cleaned house. 
wo..s 

Oh boy, had it~leaned up. We had millions of dollars 

worth of equ1pment sitting ~p at Wahiwa and we didn't even 

have _the people to 90 out and trim the weeds around the 

· buildings. I mean~,~~\,UJit reall.y folded fast. 

I gue~s so. ls t~ere anything else -that "''e should wrap. 

up about .the wa~ .before f.J,f c..·~ s-k"'"t-: ~. 0.w h.? . 

don't really think so. Later on, I don't know,. 

.1 im~g1n~ · it's a matter of record, l~ter on when 1 ~ame 
. ' 

·to work for NSA, I think that I got involved in at least 

one or two history-making events with the agency. But I 

presume these are documented. For example, I went over 

with the gr.oup of people under Captain Dennis, who was 

in charge. We went over to implement the UKUS AgrPernent. 

Good. 

And we hammered outAtechnical agreements ~nth tl11s gruu13 ... 
I L\.1 h I le. 

or this group hammered it out with them • and-w~ l was over 

there I was lnstrumental 1n setting up the combined Naval Party 

as a result of this get-together. And 1 thought that 1 was 
+c3•d ".a..-

putt1ngj a nice Ju1cy Job for me and I came back and who d1d 

they send over there but Cap ta 1 n la 11 ow('). I didn't get the 

Job. But ~'tAi\1n that group there was Mad1sonJM1tchell, 
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Farley. 

Whitlock: 

BenJa111in, Guy Steven!"-, Dennis and f. And it was kind of a n\I.\ s I y'\ q 
A..J. ~~ ,+~'"'1\\-at that t 11ne, ~was a gentleman by the name 

of Joe Hooper. 

/'4~w'lbi1n1./ I know the name, right. 

Welt, Joe was fairly well up ir. the hierarchy .. I guess he 
e'\l.\lVB..\(~:l . 

be the e<ju1velen~ of DD Prod or something 11ke that. would 

Farley: Yes .. 

Whitlock: 

F~rley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock. 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Well, was sort of amused. ~8-Y"ti~\f\i\,·\:v.We had some social 

~~~ a cockta1l party or something. I happened to 
' J_C/_ ba.dt .. 

be standing rlght IU'f:\. of Joe and Joe was talk1ng to one of 

hls people. Joe says, "I'm amazed.l Jt .. ~Y~itfi-hey really 

sent some people over this tlme that know~ what they're 

talking about." Then he turned around and happened to see me 

and says, "You weren't supposed to hear that." 

Great. 

Joe went on to become the D1rector, eventually. l guess 1t 

was ~s1r" Hooper f1nally, wasn't it? 

Yes, yes. Yeah. He was kn1ghted. He was a character. 

Well, I think that about wraps 1t up, Bob. 
~}' ,right. 

why don't 

But Wh1t as long as you're s1tt1ng there, 

Just shoot you and we can pose you the way you 11ke, 

if you want to'""'., "''I think th1s i5 a good background there. 
J l 1D 

Let me try another one ~~C"(, •• make sure 1t's good. Get 

you 1n focus here. 1'11 put this 1n the arch1ves. 

Well. you're quite welcome. 
e I se 

Anyth1ngA..that we should put on tape before I ask you the 

class1ficat1on. What class1f1cat1on would you l1ke on this? 
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Whitlock: 

Farley· 

Wh1tlock: 

Farley: 

Wh1tlocK. 

Farley: 

Wh1tlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

Whitlock: 

I don't think there's anythrng rn here t11at~.~~ Wh~-t 

ts techniques. secret' 

Yes. 

Secret Codeword? 

Yes. 

don't th1nk we had anything above Secret Codeword. 

don't. I don't. But J'm glad you're class1fying 1t 

that high because so many ·other people want it Official Use 

Only .or c_onf1dential~a.nt1\th'M-.v. 

Well. the reason l've done that is because 1 have talked about 

techniques tha .t I am sure are st111 val ld in use against some 

~f the ~ird ~rld, 'J\..~ 
That is true. That lS true. 

Whit, could I ask another quest1on before/ v·I want to 

hear your paper, but I'll ask you qu1ckly, ~hat are 
*',c.Eoses 

your thoughts on the rash of books, eiq;~esei-!.-_A,'Puzzle ~lace.,ru? 

Sickenrng. 

'"' ( Lewin's American Magjc. which he didn't even know,t'4.o\~"'c\I\. 

~t\.\. it's 
I was Just reading someth1ngfb.1J'.It's not only the books. 

It's beg1nr1ng to show up in periodicals, Journals and 
r'h~ 

things like this. was Just reading one of ~c1ence 

magazines that's put o~t weekly by this Amer1can Association dj 
a\"! b 

fflvenk1..011 ... of· Science. It's sc1entif1c reports and all th1s. 

And now they're dealing with the corrmercial code. 

I read that. 

Did you read that? 

Right. 

This makes me shudder a little b1t because 1 think we're 

f{--· / C<t> t> 

7 
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Farley: 

Wh 1 t lock. 

Farley: 

Whit lock: 

·whitlock. 

Whitlock: 

Farley: 

right on the verge. /~t NSA' s in a ha !"d pos 1t10n to say 

no to the bank mg cormrium ty and so forth on some of 

these codes. But it's a damn shame,~~-ic~ mean, 
..l,V"~•"'~ NsA 1~to 

they're sort of Jo\Grsrng rn a;tid 5ay1~°""'4f. a position of 

having to either authenticate or at least indicate what 

their knowledge 1s of these codes and 1 think this is 

bad. 

Yes, I do too. 

So we wonder what the future will be. And on that note, 
. q,ateC"'''v· -

let me thank you gt'a61gul:.Jy.( J enJoyed it. It's been 

very pleasant. It's been very fruitful. Some,.0'1\:thttt. o{ t~1r 

infonnation we've never hear before and will, as I said 

earlier, fill in some of the gaps. 

Well, r hope it does. I'm particularly concerned of the 

that some of the nameless people are being left out of the 

hlstor1es of this era. 

Right. Right. 

There were other analysts, traffic analysts, that certainly 

was as good l was. I know I was good. I make no 

bones about that. But there were others that were 

certainly as good as T was. And I think it's a damn shame that 

some acknowledgement of that fact hasn't found it's way 

into the historical records. There was a handful of us1 
rea..ll" )iot lrY\d.,.'I 

- r<? = .AJ11' of us compared to the number of 

people that were in the cryptanalytic effort. 

That's more romantic I guess. 

I'm sure 1t 1s. More glamorous. 

s " o thank you a~n sir. I apprec1ate your time. 


