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The fres1dent. Good 1110rning. Today I'm pleased to nominate General 
Mike Hayden ae the next Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
Mike Hayden is supremely qualified for this position. l've come to know 
him well as our Nation's first Deputy Director of National Intelligence. 
ln that position, he's worked closely with our Director of National 
Intelligence, John Negroponte, to reform 
Alaerica's intelligence capabilities to meet the threats of a new 
century. 

Hike has more than 20 years of experience in the intelligence field. 
He served tor 6 years as Director of the National Security Agency and 
thus brings vast experience leading a major 1ntell1gence agency to ~is 
new assignment. He also served as Commander of the Air Intelligence 
Agency, as Director of the Joint ColJlllland and Control Warfare Center , and 
as Deputy Chief of Staff of the United States and U.N. Forces in Korea. 

He's held sen1or positions at the Pentagon, the U.S. European 
Command , the National Security Council, and served behind the Iron 
Curtain in our Embassy in Bulgaria during the cold war. 

Mike knows our intelligence community from the ground up. Ho has 
been both a provider and a consumer of intelligence. He's overseen the 
development of both human and technological intelligence. He has 
demonstrated an ability to adapt our intelligence services to the new 
challenges of the war on terror. He's the right man to lead the CIA at 
this critical moment in our Nation's history. 

It's my honor to welcome Mike's wife, Jeanllle, and their family to the Oval Office. I want to thank 
theJll tor their w1 llin9ness to support Hike Hayden in his long service to 
the United States. 

With the a9reement of the Senate, Mike will succeed a great patriot 
in Director Porter Goss. Under Porter's 
leadership, the CIA launched a ~-year plan to stren9then the Agency's 
human 1ntell1gence capabilities. This plan involves 1ncreasin9 the 
number of operatives and sources 1n the field and building up the 
Agency's analytical capabil1ties, so the hard-working men and women o f 
the CIA have the resources they need to penetrate closed societies and 
secretive organizations. 

Porter also played a vital role in 
shap1n9 the n~w rel!tionship between the CIA and the new Director of 
National Intelligence. And this process benefited 9reatly Crom the 
decades-long fr1endsh1p between him and Director Ne9roponte. 

Porter took on • critical job at a 
critical moment in our Nation's history. Re instilled a sense of 
professionalism in the ClA and maintained the hi9h standards of this 
vital aqency at a time of transition and transformation. Throughout his 
public life, Porter Goss has been a man of accomplishment and inte9rity, 
and America appreciates his service. 

I'm confident that Mike Hayden will continue the reforms that 
Porter has put 
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tn place and provide outstanding leadership to meet the challenges and 
threats of a dangerous new century. Mike Hayden wa1 unanimously 
confirmed by the Senate last year !or his current post, and 1 call on 
the Senate to confirm him promptly as the Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency. 

The work of the CIA haa never been more 111tportant to the security of 
the American people. America faces detera1ned enemies who struck our 
llat1on on September the 11th, 2001, and who lntend to attack our country 
again. To atop them we must have the best possible lntelligence. The m~n 
and wocien of the CIA are working around the clock and around the world 
in dangerous conditions to gain 1nformat1on that is vital to securing 
our Nation. l appreciate the1r dedicated service, and so does Mike 
Hayden. 

In Mike Hayden, the men and women of the CIA will have a stron9 
leader who will support them. He will ensure they have the resources 
they need to do their jobs. He will enforce the secrecy and 
accountab1l1ty that are critical to the security of the Alllerican people. 

Miku, I appreciate your many years of service to our country. We're 
9rateful that you've aqreed to step tor.-ard and serve once again. Thank 



you very much. 

!At this point, 01rector•desi9nate Hayden made br1et re1114rks.J 

The President. Con9ratulations, Hike. Thank you very much. 
Appreci•te it. 

Thank you all. 

Note: The President spoke at 9:31 a.m. 1n the Oval Office at the White 
House. The tran~cript released by the Oftice of the Preas Secr etary also 
included the remarks ot Dlrec~or-deai9oate Hayden. 


