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SHAMROCK 

I t is fa ctua l t o say that t he U.S . Government was pro ­

v ided s ubs tantial amounts o f t elegraphed infoTITiation by a 

numbe r of priva t e c ompani e s over t he y ears, b e g i nning in 

World War II an d continu{ng through t he Korean p er iod, th~ 

Cold War e ra, and t he SE Asian wars . Th i s inf ormation was 

asked f or by t he Government, under the authority and wi t h the 

knowledge o f the h ighest l evels, and f r eely p r ovided by a 

nu mber o f firms . 

The fi rms did no t ask about nor know the us e to wh i ch 

t h e information was put , but t hey had our a s suranc e that 

i t was n e eded for legi t imate na tional secur ity purposes - -

whi c h i n f act it was. 

The ques tion of p o ss ~b le impropri ety i n NSA 1 s use o f 

s ome of t he informat ion provide d by t he c ompanies should be 

addres sed, in my v iew, wi thou t re f eren ce t o t he s ource of 

the information. The procedure s u s e d by the companies to 

p rov ide t he i nforma tion were di ctat ~4 by t he t echnology the y 

employe d i n going abou t their own b u s ines s , and these pro-

c e dur e s we r e not i nf lue nc e d b y t he subsequent us e of t h e 

in f ormation. In othe r words, nothing they d id was des igned 

to provide NSA a cces s to private U. S . ci t izen corrmun i ca t ions. 

It was d es i gne d t o support the U.S. i n pursuit o f legi t i mate 

n a tion al s e ~urity ac tivit i es. 
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NATION..A.L SECURITY AGENCY 
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755 

Octob er 23, 1975 

Dear Madam Chairwoman: 

I appreciate your taking the time to meet with Assistant Secretary Ball 
and me yesterday concerning the hearing which you plan to hold this 
morning. As I mentioned to you , there are matters of importance to 
the national security of the United States which could come up during 
this hearing. They involve 11 communications intelligence activities 11 

as defined in 18 U .S .C. 798. 

I share your deep concern that our legitimate collection efforts in the 
national security area not be used to violate the rights of American 
citizens which are protected by the Fourth Amendment. As you know, 
we have discussed our activities concerning , in your words, 11 inter­
vention in non-verbal communications", with the Select Committees· of 
Congress which are now investigating the intelligence community. We 
have given these committees and their staffs access to information con­
cerning this subj ect under procedures designed to preven_t disclosure of 
this information to unauthorized persons. 

I respectfully request that any discussion of this subj ect avoid public 
disclosure of communications intelligence activities. I believe that .this 
is in keeping with 18 U .S .C. 798 wherein Congress expressed its intent 
that such information be kept secret and not made available to actual or 
potential enemies of the United States. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of.my views on this critical 
subject. 

Lew Allen, Jr.· 
Lt. General, USAF 
Director, National Security Agency 

Honorable Bella S. Abzug, Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Government Information 

and Individual Rights 
Committee on Government Operations 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D .C. 205 15 . ....... ,,.;...__ -· 
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beu.A S. A8'2,UG, N.Y ,, CHAl1'WOMAN 

L.E.O J. RYAN, CAUF. 

SAM S"nCICCA:, l\'PU~. 
CLAAlil:NCC J. BROWN, m-HO 

JOHN CONYSPS, JA., MJCH. 
TOA!!Z:ftl' H, MACDONALD, M ASS, 
JO>IN €. MOSS, CAWF. 

PAUL N, MCCLOSKEY, JR., CAL.IP .. 

MIC>'l~&t. HARACNGTOH. ~MSS. 

ANOA~ MAGUIRE , N . .J. 
ANTHONY MOF"F£TT, CONN. 

NINETY-FOURTH CONGRESS 

Qtongrt~s of tbe 'l!lntttb ~tatt~ 
~ouse of l\tpregentatibt~ 

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 
SUBCOMMITIEE 

OF THE 

COMMITIEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 8-349-8-C 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

October 24, 1975 

Lt. General Lew Allen, Jr ., USAF 
Director 
National Security Agency 
Central Security Service 
Fort Geo.rge G .. Meade, Maryland 20755 

Dear General Allen: 

1hi5 is to request your presence before the Subcommittee 
on Government Infonnation and Individual Rights on Tuesday, 
October 28, 1975, at 10:00 a.m., Room 2247 of the Rayburn House 
Office Building, to explore with the ·subconunittee your reasons 
for requesting that we not hold open hearings regarding our 
examination of the National Security Agency's and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 's moni taring and interception of cable 
and telex traffic. 

225--3741 

At the Subcormnittee hearing yesterday, the Members specifically 
requested that you be invited to appear to develop more fully 
your private assertion to me on Wednesday of this week that 
national security was involved in this matter . . When I asked 
you to specify just what area or areas were concerned, you 
replied that the national security questions were so intertwined 
with the entire subject of the inquiry, that, though the inquiry 
was valid, it should either not continue.or, at least, be closed 
to the public and press. 

~ /J A 6)'/;--· 
BELLAS.~ 
Chairwoman 


