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SUBJECT 

-
February 7, 1967 
NUMBER 5-3115. 2 

DDR&E 

Depart.ment of· Defense Directive pl 
f)Al)f~ 

Electronics Intelligence (ELINT) (U) '{)(3/ 

Refs.: (a) NSCID No. 6,·dated September 15, 1958, as amended 
January 18, 1961 

(b) NSCID No. 5, dated January 18, 1961 

(c) National ELINT Plan, dated February 8, 1966 

(d) DOD Directive S-3115.2, dated March 19, 1959, 
"'Electronics Intelligence (ELINT)• (hereby 
cancelled} 

I. PURP03E AND APPLICABILITY . 

II. 

This Directive implements the ELINT provisions of reference 
(a) and delineates Department of Defense responsibilities 
for carrying them out. Its provisions apply to all DOD Components • 

DEFINITIONS 
. -

A. "'ELINT" is the intelligence infonnation product resulting 
from the collection and processing, for subsequent 
intelligence purposes, of foreign, non-communications, 
electromagnetic radiations emanating from other than atomic 
detonations or radi~active sources. Such collection and 
processing activities are designated "ELINT activities". 

B. •ELINT operational control" is the authoritative direction 
of ELINT collection and processing activities by the 
assiqnment of tasks, designation of specific targets and 
the allocation of effort • • 

c. •ELINT technical control" is the authoritative pre­
scr,iption of those uniform techniques and standards by 
which ELINT information is collected, processed, and 

-reported in satisfaction of technical as well as intelligence 
requirements without interference to operational control. 
ELINT technical control includes the authority to conduct 
technical review of ELINT plans and proqrams to insure 
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technical adequacy. 

D. •ELINT requirementsn are·state.'!lents by authorized 
recipients of the general topics ox specific items of 
infonnation desired by the recipients to be derived 
from ELINT. 

E. •ELINT supportn is the provision of ELINT to a command 
or other user or organization in response to operational 
or intel~.iqence requirements. ELIN'! support may be 
accomplished by ELINT direct service or ELIHT direct 
support, or both. 

F. •ELINT direct servicen is a reporting procedure'to 
provide ELIWr on a timely basis to a military cammand.9r 
or other authorized recipient in response to stated 
ELINT requirements. The ELINT may vary from recurrinq, · 
serialized reports produced at NSA to instantaneous · 
aperiodic reports on tarqet activity passed to the 
commander or other recipient from an interception or 
processinq activity. 

G. •ELINT direct support• is the provision of ELINT infor­
mation to a military command or other designated user by 
a subordinate unit, or by a cryptologic element or component 
thereof, the operational control of which has been deleqated. 
The faciliti~s and resources of elements or components so 
designated are employed in the satisfaction of direct support 
intelligence requirements. 

H. •Electronic warfaren (EW) is the military use of electronics 
involving actiona taken to prevent ·or reduce an enemy's 
effective use of radiated electromagietic enerqy, and actions 
taken to insure our o-..m effective use of radiated electro-
magnetic energy. • 

1 •. Electronic warfare includes electronic countenneasures 
and electronic counter-countenneasures. Electronic 

• countermeasures (ECM) are either active or passive in 
nature. Active electronic countermeasures include 
jamming and deception. Passive electronic counter­
measures .include the search, int~rcept, direction finding, 
range estimation and signal anaLysis of electromaqnetic 
radiations. 

2. Electronic warfare operations are conducted for other 
than subsequent-intelligence purposes and, therefore, 
are outside the scope of this Directive. However, in 
recognition of the similarities between some passive 
electronic cou.~termeasures and ELINT activiti~s, the 
followinq considerations apply. Passive electronic 
countermeasures: 
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a.· Are performed in direct support of operations 
conducted for"other than intelligence purposes. 
The term "operations" includes traininq and test 
exercises and is not confined to wartime 
activities. 

b. Are performed by equipnent which, thouqh it may 
be identical to that used by ELINT units for in­
telliqence purposes, is an essential component 
of the weapons system, facility, and activity 
which has an operational mission or objective. 

c. May be tasked throuqh the appropriate command 
channels in fulfillment of ELINT requirements, 
provided such tasks are consistent with, and do 
not conflict with the execution of, the primary 
mission. 

I. "ELINT technical support" is the provision of technical 
information, specialized equipnent, engineering assistance, 
and analytic servi:e required to facilitate the collection, 
processing, analysis, and reportinq of ELINT. Technical 
quidance is a function of technical support. 

J. "ELINT technical quidance" is the act of providing 
technical ELINT information or other assistance of an 
advisory nature. 

X:. "ELINT processing" is the selection and preparation of 
ra!il data,· in a readable or graphic form, for analytical 
consideration to satisfy requirements for information, 
to provide technical quidance to collectors and to 
facilitate operational prod~ct reporting. 

III. RESPONSIBILITIES 
. 

Under the provisions of reference (a), the Secretary of 
- Defense is designated as Executive Agent for the U.S. 

Government for the conduct of ELINT activities and for 
maintenance and operation of the National Security Agency. 
In carryill.q out this Executive Agent responsibility: · 

A. The Secretary of Defense will: 

1. Specify the channels through which the Director, NBA 
will report to hiio.. 

2. Establish levels of resources for the conduct of ELINT 
activities by the DOD Components. (Provision for 
appropriate military and civilian manpoW"er, loqistics 
and RDT&E for ELINT activities is made by their 
inclua1on in the combined proqrams/bueqets of the 
military departments and other DOD components.) 
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3. Determine the ELINT activities whialt are essential 
to provide support to connnanders who plan and con­
duct military operations, and which must be directly 
assiqned by him to assure an inteqral ELINT capability 
to such commanders; and delegate to those commanders 
(or to the cryptoloqic agencies which support them) 
the responsibility to conduct such activities. 

. 
a. Generally, such activities will include ELINT 

collecti9n and processing integral to ferret air­
craft operations, subnarine and surface patrol 
operations, and ground combat surveillance 
operations. 

b. Consideration will be given (in making these deter­
minations and delegations and subsequent changes 
thereto) to specific proposals submitted by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the military departments 
and other concerned agencies. 

· B. The Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) will -

1. Revie-11'1' the ELINT plans and programs of the OOD 
components to assess their adequacy and resP,onsiveness 
to approved military plans in support of the needs of 
the national military command authorities, the unified 
and specified commands, the DIA, the military depart­
ments, and agencies established by the Secretary of 
Defense, and make comments or recommendations thereon 
to the Secretary of Defense. 

2. Evaluate requests, sul::mitted by·the unified and specified 
commands, for ELINT direct support to be provided by 
units under NSA operational control and forward 
approved requests to the Director, NSA. 

3. Review the requirements of military departments and 
commanders of unified and specified commands for dire9t 
support by integral ELINT activities under the 
provisions 6f Paragraph III.A.3~ above, obtain comments 
from the Director, NSA, and make recommendations to the 
Secretary of Defense. · 

4. Inform the unified and specified commands of the inteqral 
direct support ELINT re~ou~ces which have been assiqned 
to them, the operational·conttoi of ~hich has been 
deleqated to the commands by the Secretary of Defense. 

s: Coordinate, direct and supervise ELINT collection 
operations conducted by airbd'rne and seaborne platforms. 
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c. The Director, National Security Agency (NSA) will -

1. Exercise technical control of all the ELINT 
activities of the U.S. and operational control 
of all except those conducted under the provisions 
of Paraqraph III.A.3. and of NSCID No. 5, and 
provide for this control an effective unified organ­
ization and integrated policies and procedures. 

2. Coordinate the implementation of the National ELINT 
Plan. 

3. Produce ELINT information in accordance.with 
objectives, require..~ents, and p~iorities established 
by the U.S. Intelligence Board (tBIB). 

4. Task the telemetry collection and processing 
resources of the Department of Defense. 

5. Plan, proqram, and buclqet for NSA ELINT activities. 

6. Conduct a technical review of all U.S. ELINT plans 
and proqrams, and provide technical guidance and 
support. 

7. Conduct a technical assessmen~ proqram, in 
coordination with DIA and the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA), to evaluate all existing U.S. and 
U.S.-sponsored ELINT resources and validated ELINT 
requirements to establish optimum taskinq of the 
several ELINT collection resources, to perfo?1!1. 
technical validation of airborne ELINT 6ollection 
operations, and to provide an adequate ELINT 
planning base. 

8. Advise the JCS and Secretary of Defense, as 
appropriate, in their consideration of the 
dete?minations and delegations referred to in 
Para.graph III.A.3. above~ 

9. Provide advice and assistance to the commanders of 
unified and specified .connnands and the military 
component commands thereof in the draftinq of ELINT 
requirements for inclusion in comiUa.nd operational 
plans, review such requirements and make provisions 
for appropriate ELINT supP,Ort • 

. 
10. Technically assess requests for ELINT direct support 

11ubnitted by the commanders of unified and specified 
commands as approvad"and fozwarded to NSA by the JCS, 
qivinq due consideration to national ELINT require-
ments ana available ELINT resources. 
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11. Delegate, except as provided in Paragraph III.A.3. 
above, operational control of specified ELINT 
facilities and resources to appropriate authorities 
for such periods and for such tasks as are determined 
by him to be necessary, including those tasks to meet 
the direct support requirements of military depart­
ments and com..inanders. 

12. Review proposed programs for ELINT ~ctivities under 
his operational control and submit his recommendations 
thereon to the Secretary of Defense; and, as collateral 
action officer, review and submit .recommendations to . 
the Secretary on all other proposed DOD ELINT proqrams •. 

18. Revie..r the ELINT RDT&E requirements of the DOD compo­
nents and subnit his recommendations thereon to the 
Director of Defense Research and Enqineerinq. 

14. Under the direction of the Director of Defense Research 
and Enqineerinq and in collaboration with all partici­
pating departments and agencies, establish a mechanism 
and procedures for the effective planning, coordination, 
technical evaluation, integration, and execution of the 
total U.S. RDT&E effort for ELINT. 

15. After coordination with the military departments and 
subject to approval by the Director of Defense Research 
andEnqineering, initiate and accomplish such ELINT 
RDT&E projects as may be necessary. 

16. Make available to the military departments and agencies 
ELINT and information concerning techniques, ·procedures, 
and equipnent evolved as a result of ELINT RDT&E 
proqrams"and projects which have potential application 
in electronic warfare or other activities outside the 
scope of this directive. 

17. Standardize, in collaboration with the military depart­
ments, ELINT facilities and eqtiipnent as practicable. 

. 18. Provide teclui.ical guidance and support, including 
enqineering assistance and analytic service.to all U.S. 
ELINT activities. 

19. CoorC'inate ali U.S. ELINT training activities and. 
establish ELINT training standards, to include provision 
of technical giiidance and support. 
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20. 

21. 

• 
Ascertain the U.S. requirements for specialized 
ELINT training, particularly as related to advance 
analysis techniques and certain special collection 
projects, and provide for such traininq. 

Establish with non-DOD departments and agencies 
procedures for the conduct and support of ELINT 
activities by those departments and agencies 
in consonance with the provisions of reference (a) 
and reference (c), subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of Defense. 

D. The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) will -

1. Provide for the assembly, integration, and validation 
of all DOD ELINT requirements and the assignment of 
relative priorities thereto, in consonance with the 
objectives and priorities established by the USIB. · 

2. Fozward all validated DOD ELINT requirements to NSA 
for appropriate action, and.maintain these require­
ments under continuous review. 

. 
3. Participate in the technical assessment, planning, 

and programming conducted by the Director, NSA, as 
specified in Paragxaph III.C. above. 

4. Levy ELINT collection requirements, in coordination 
with the JCS, upon the unified and specified ca.-mnands 
and the military departments for fulfillment by ELINT 
activities which they conduct, tal::inq into considera­
tion the findings of·the NSA-conducted technical 
assessment program. 

5. Provide for the exploitation'of ELINT and-its 
correlation with non-ELINT infoimation throughout the 
Department of-Defense, to produce finished intelligence 
required by the appropriate recipients. 

I 

6. Insure the appropriate balance -and interrelationship 
between ELINT and intelligence information acquired 
from all sources for the satisfaction of over-all DOD 
intelligence needs. 

7. Assist NSA in the developnent of a system which will 
provide for the continued technical evaluation of the 
total U.S. ELINT collection posture with respect to 
all U.S. intelligence requi"rem.ents. -

.! 
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8. 

... ) () .. e·---Review proposed proqrams for ELINT activities assigned 
in accordance with Paragraph III.A.3. above and sul:mit 
his recommendd.tions thereon to the Secretary of Defense; 
and, as collateral action officer, review and sul:mit 
recommendations to the Secretary on other proposed DOD 
ELINT programs. 

9. Prescribe intelligence reporting requirements and 
recipients, and collaborate with NSA to insure that 
the results of EL!NT collection and processing are 
compatible with intelliqence production activities 
within DIA purview. 

10. In collaboration with the military departments and 
the unified and specified commands, evaluate the 
contribution of ELINT, in relation to all other 
intelliqence information, in the production of 
finished intelligence within the Department of Defense. 

E. The Secretaries of the Military Departments will -

l. Plan, program and budqet for their respective ELINT 
activities. 

2. Organize, train, equip, administer, and operate their 
respective ELINT units and organizations. 

3. Provide the necessary ELINT facilities and resources 
for the support of military operations and of the 
national ELINT effort as authorized and directed by 
the Secretary of Defense, includin9' reserve programs 
to meet emergency or wartime requirements for ELINT 
resources. 

4. Perform ELINT intercept and processing tasks as 
specified by the Director, NS.~, in accordance with 
Paragraphs III.C.l, and III.C.4. 

5. Provide to DIA and NSA, plans pertaining to the 
operation, support and administration of military 
department sponsored foreign ELINT proqrams for 
technical review, assessment, and inclusion in the 
DOD and U.S. Government plans for ELINT activities • .,. 

. 6. Assign military personnel to NSA. in il.ccordance wit:':l. 
approved requirements. 

7. Keep the Director of Defense Research' and Engineering 
currently ad~ised, throuqh NSA. (and, as appropriate, 
advise DIA) of RDT&E r~uirements, plans, and projects 
that are- peculiar to ELINT or have been identified as 
directly supporting ELINT activities. 
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8. Subject to approval by the Directbr of Defense Re­
search and Engineering, initiate and pursue such 
research_and engineering projects as may be neces­
sary to support their ELINT activities, and accom­
plish such ELINT research, develoi:ment, test and 
evaluation as approved or assigned by the Director 
of Defense Research and Engineering. 

9. Participate in the ELINT RDT&E proqraTtLs established 
and conducted by the Director, NSA under the guidance 
of the Director of Defense Research and Engineering; 
and perform such ELINT RDT&E tasks for th~ Director, 
NSA, as are approved by the Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering. 

10. Subni t their ELr:t~"'T requirements to DIA for valida­
tion and forwarding to NSA. 

11. Sul:mit recamnendations to the Secretary of Defense, 
through the JCS, concerning.those ELINT activities 
described in Paragraph III.A.3. above. 

12. Conduct those ELINT activities, undertaken in sup­
port of their missions under the authority of 
NSCID No. 5; where feasible, coordinate such activi­
ties with the Director, NSA, or his representative. 

13. Handle the information derived from the activities 
conducted in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding paragraph (III.E.12.J in a manner which 
will provide suitable protection to related ELINT 
activities and provide to the Director, NSA, in 
accordance with his requirements, the information 
derived from such activities as soon as the special 
security requirements of the collector have been 
satisfied. 

14. Make available to the Directors, NSA and DIA, and 
to the Secretaries of the othel military depart­
ments, information concerning techniques, proce­
dures and equipnent evolved as a result of elec­
tronic warfare or related RDT&E programs which have 
potential application to ELINT activities. 

F. Commanders of Unified and Specified Commands will -

1 
'""~- .. ___ .... __ ,.. -----

1. Conduct those ELIN~ activiti~s which have-been ap­
. proved for" direct support under the provisions of 

··' 
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Paragraph III.A.3. above; whenJeasible, coordinate 
such activities with the Director, NSA. The infor­
mation derived from such activities shall be so 
handled as to give suitable protection to related 
activities and shall be passed to NSA as desired 
by the Director, NS.~. 

2. Perform within the capabilities of the ELINT activities 
which they conduct, those appropriate ELINT tasks levied 
by DIA in response to validated requirements suJ::mitted 
by all u;s. agencies. 

S. Keep the JCS, NSA, and DIA informed of their ELI!iT 
plans and operations. ' 

4. Submit their requirements for ELINT direct support to 
the JCS. 

5. Submit all ELINT requirements to DIA for validation 
and further appropriate action in accordance with · 
reference ( c) • 

6. Conduct those ELINT actly;ities undertaken in support 
of their missions under the authority of·NSCID No. 5; 
where feasible, coordinate such activities with the 
Director, NS.~, or his representative. 

7. Handle the infonnation derived from the activities 
conducted in accordance with the precedinq paraqraph 
(III.F.6.) in a manner which will provide suitable 
protection to related ELINT activities and provide 
to the Director, NS.~, in accordance with his require­
ments, the information derived from such activities 
as soon as the special security requirements of the 
collector have been satisfied. 

G. DOD Components will provide data obtained by-passive 
electronic countermeasures which are usable for intelli­
qence purposes, by the moat expeditious means availab!e, 
to the appropriate ELINT activitity for further handlinq. 

H. DIA, the Military Departments arcd. the Commanders of 
Unified and Specified Connnands exploit ELINT and corr.elate • 
it with other information in the production of finished 
intelligence, in support of oper~t!ons planning or as 
tasked by DIA. Assignments made by DIA under this provision 
make maximum use of existinq approved resources~ including 
those integral to th~ technical intelligence activities 
of the military departments. 
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