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Department of Defense Dnecuve FoRy
.;'Communi@:ationg ‘Intelligence (COMINT) i

NSCI.D No. 6, dated Septembes 15, 1958 TR L
" SecDef mcrno, subj: Implementation of NSCID No. 9 ,' _
! j_‘;Revlsed dated December 5, 1952 (canceled by ref. (c}}. = 1
. DOD Dix, $-5100. 20, "The National Security Agency' . |
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n DEFINI’I‘IO\IS S :

: A., For the purpose of this Directive, the terms "Commum- o
cations Intelligence' or WCOMINT ' shall be construed to mean. @ ../

technical and intelligence information avrived from forexgn come "
mumcanons by other than the intended recipients. "

‘ B. COMINT activities shall be construea to mean those Rl
activities which produce COMINT by the interception and process=' .
/. ing of foreign communications passed by radio, wire, or othexr g
;;';,’ electromagnetic mecans, with speciiic excestions sto.ted in para- j.'
A graph II. C. below, and by the ‘>roceasmg of .orecign encrypted :
cormnumcatlons, howcver tranamitted, Interception comprzses, Ty 5
? gearch, intercept, and direction finding, Processing comprises'
range est:.mauon, transmitter/ opcrator identification, signal
analysis, traffic analysis, cryptanalysis, decryption, study of °
- pla.m text, the fusion of thege procusses, and the reporting of .« '~ .- %
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. C COMIN’I‘ and COMINT acmvuzuu as defmed herem shall ' 5}
not mclude-‘f LR .

Intercept and processmg of unencrypted wr;ttcn
"_cormnumcatlons, except the processing of wrltten
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. plain text versions of communications which have been -
" encrypted or are intended for subsequent cncryption. -

. Intercept and processi‘ng of preés, propaganda and .. ° ..
‘ other public broadcasts, except for processing en~ - * '

crypted or "hzdden meamng" passages m such broad-_‘ ‘
ca.sts. : N ; ' Y
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A, '. Thc Secretary of Defense has been designated as Executive .
‘Agent of the Government for thciconduct of COMINT activities in ;
,accordance with the provisions of reference (a) and for the mainten-- ' .7 =" =
:*ance and operation of the National Sccurity Agency (NSA). The Assiste.. @ . i "

ant to the Secretary of Defense {Special Operations) will exerciso the = ST
..authonty vested in the Secretary, of Defénse by reference (a) relating . ., . 1
to the direction and control of the National Sccurlty Agency and rela.tod ' |
vactlvztles of the Department of Dbfcnse.

K

"B, The COMINT mission of thc Natxonal Secunty Agency sha]l

‘be to provxde an effective, umfxcd organization and control of the ..~
,COMIN'I‘ intercept and processing activities of the United Statcs, to -
provzde for integrated opcratlonal polxcms and prom,duros pertalnlnd %

tives requxrements and priox ities established by the u. 8. Intclligence - e
‘Board For these purposes all U. S. COMINT activities, except as |
‘otherwise specified herein, arc placcd under the operational and T
techmcal control of the Dxrcctor, Natxona.l Sccumty Agency.

ki

.‘. “

s The Secretary of Defcnse w1]l estabhsh the consohdated
. DOD budget, and requirements for military and civilian manpower,.
logistic and com.municauons support and rescarch, development,
‘test and evaluation for COMINT activities, and provide for inclu-

' sions as appropriatec in the budgets and programs of the military
departments and other, DOD a;;.,encms. With the collaboration of
interested elements of the’ Dcpartmcnt of Defense, the Assistant to’
the Secretary of DefenSe (Spec,zal Operatxons.) mll continually rev1ew
the development and executxon of COMINT plans and programs as a: '
. basis ‘on which to provide for effcctmvc, cffxcz.ent and econoraical »
management and operation’ and the chmm&tmn of undes:.rable duph-.;
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D. The military departments and the commanders of commands . ‘ '
bt establxshcd by the Scecretary of ‘Defense will conduct such search, o Lo T
mtcrccpt direction finding, range estimation, and signal analysis of .-

-commumcatzons electromagnetxc radiations as must be undertaken to . <. - ol
. permit ;mmed;ate operational use ‘of the information in support of - 4™ . o
s eleétromc warfa.re and rescue opera.uons. Wxth rcspect to thcse e DU '
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The :

.ter "opcxatmns“,, as.us sed in tl~1s ma.cct:we, .

‘includes training and test excrcis s, ‘and is not’
confmcd to wartnne ac wucs. o R

T
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They arc performcd by eqmpmcnt wh:.ch though

‘identical ox simnilar to that used by COMINT ) B ey
units for m»elhgencc purposes, is an cs senmal AR
’cOmponem of the weapous system,’ facxhty, or :
actznty Whlch has an opera.txonal m1551on or '

and for thc1r own

protection'

guvport of acuvc clcctromc counter -
measures, céuntpr~c0untcrme¢surcs, irnitative
'commumcatlon and clcclromc deception, wlule
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these op rauons *\ro bemg conductcd.

b e A . . st B . % e
,,By ohlps, a crafL and/or ground umts for

detection, early warmng, trackmg, 1dent1£1ca— L e

tion, : target dcqmsu‘mn, or homing purposes, ~- .5 .7 il gy

m conncctmn ‘with ope1 atxous actually underway., . e

: 'In the event dam obtamed by thebc actlvxues is usable o, -5

for’ mtelhgen(:e purposcs, this data should be pro- . .

: _vzded by the most e\ped;.imus means available, .to

the’appropma.tc (“‘OMl\I’l“éctxwty for further ha,ndhng' ) -
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i . E. Paragraph III. D. above should not be interpretcd to mean A -/
- that COMINT units which ope rate under the opérational and technical. I A
control of thé Director, National Sccurxty Agency, do not have a ~ 52 L
s mlssmn of chrect and 1mmed1ate support to operatxons whxch arc BT

<
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The Joxnt Chiefs of Staff
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Arlia dghraiaian:ch

Rev1ew the COMIN’I‘ plans and programo of the

Director, National Sccurity Agency, to insure
that they arc:in consonance with approved plans
~and adcquatc“to serve the joint nceds of the mili-_ "
tary departments, the commands established by |
the Secrctary' of D,exense and the missions of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and make rccom.mcndatlons 'y
to thc Secretary of Dcfcnsc, ag approprmte. - R

iy
ol

{ ReV1cw the cdnsohdated DOD budgcf. and rcqun'e—-'
ments for mahtary and civilian manpower, lo~15t1c
"‘support, and research, devclopment, test and
evaluation for COMINT activities as submitted to
the Sccretary of Defense by thé Director, National
- Security Agency, to determme ‘the impact on stated
.military requirements, angl 2 malke appropriate =
recommendauons with resPcct thereto to the Secre
tary of Defense. ' S - ;

Accomphqh Lhe COMINT mxsszon of the Natlonal ,
Securlty Agenby :m accordance w:\th the prov:sxons
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" Delefate opcrational control of specified COMINT e
. facilitics and resources to appropriate authorities ~, = 7

'for such periods and for such tasks as arc deter= """ -
.mined by him to be necessary, including those I
‘tasks to m eet the direct support requirements of_ EA
xmhtary dupa.rtrncnts and commandcrs. '
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' Preparé in collaboratioxi v'vith thdmiiitary departe, .
.ments and submit'to the Secrctary of Dcefense the © 7. 7. "
consolidated DOD plans and programs for CONINT SR
activitics, together with his r0commondatxons oy e
pertaumng thcr eto.” o £ .

RTINS PR T4y

Prepare in cd]laboraiiori ‘with the military departs”
“ments and submit to the Secrctary of Defense the
,/consolidated DOD budget, and 1'cqu.1remc,n{.s for °
rm.htary and c1v111an manpower logistic support,
‘and research developmert, ~test and evaluation for
COMINT actxwtws togcther mth h:.s recommcnda-‘

txons perta.lnm.g thereto..” '+ ..
J - -'\‘--‘.-'7‘."" ‘_ZA,."A..

Under the superv:.sxon of the Dlrector of Defcnse
Research and Engineering, establish and conduct
a' research and engincering program to meet the
needs of the Natlonal Security Agency and the de- R
partments and agenc1es which are 'engaged in
COMINT actxwtzcs, review and’ coorchnatc the re=~"
lated COMINT research and engincering programs :
conducted by éuch departments and agencies. He .
will also recommend ccmtrols and. procedures to the
Director of Defcnse Research ‘and Engmoermg,

‘governing the conduct ‘of COMINT_ research develop-'f
ment, test and cvaluatxon.

Prov;de tcchmcal guldance and support, 1nc1udmg
: in.formatxon, 5pecmhzed eqmpmcnt and engineering -
asslstance, add analyuc service to all U.S.. »COM]NT }
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. Provide technical guidance ina supportuofu FRRE .
: COMINT training conducted by the military de- . I
:partments, and prescr1be minimum ‘standards £or P Yy

‘

. i d

'Conduct necessary spemahzed and advanced T
‘COI\/HNT traxnxng. o T T e e e T

Deternune the requzrcments £or commumcauons
. to meet the nceds of the Natxonal Securxty Agency o
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ties courier scrvice requirements £or the exped:.-* _ g
tlous handlmg o£ COMIN’I‘ materxal R A S

‘sible for loglstxc support for the National Secunty ra
Agency, requiremeénts together with specific g_? ek, L
recommendations as {o what each'of the respon~- RTINS EALE TN
'-smble departmants and agencxes of the Governmcnt

Plan program and budgét for their respectwe
COMINT acuv:.tlcs, collaborate with the Dxrector,
National Security Agency, in the preparation of
consolidated DOD plans, programs and budget

estxmates.’

¥ ‘,‘

'Procure for, Operate, orgamze, tram, equip,
,adrmmster, and providé¢ logistic support to-their -
respective CO\'XINT actxwtxcs. This will include . "
provision of adcquate reserve programs to meet '
emergency or wartzme reqmrements for COMIN’I‘
actzv;tzes. ‘..' ,

et

; éourCes fox‘ the support of m111tary operatmns and
of the pational COMINT effort as authonzed and
dxrected by the Secretary of Defense.‘ '
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t'Perform COMINT collection and procesgsing taskg“',{f- oy s
“ias specified by the Director, National Security .. -~ ~

‘Agency, in accordance with the provisions of para,—
. graph IV. B. 1. b. above. B
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Longer assztgnmcnt of specially qualzf:.cd pcrsonnel o
is authorized as may be arranged with the Depart- -~ | . . L
ment conccrncd The military departments may . -
‘add, w::.thdraw, or substitute pcrsonncl within the : o T
authorized personnel strength of the National . . g L

Security Ageady, subJect to the concurrence of the '
Dxrector, NSA. ot :

A
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Keep the Dlrcctor, Natxonal Sccumty‘ Agcncy, ‘and -
‘through him the Director of Defense Réscarch and |
Englneermg, currontly advised of their COMINT '
research and engmecrmg requirements; and accom=
phsh such rescéarch, devclopmcnt, test and cva.lua- ' s ' 5
_t1on as. may be’ asmgned. o e

,Su'bject to_ apprioval by the _Diréctor of Defensce Re=
search’and Engincering, initiatc and pursue such
..research and englneenng projects as may bc
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accomplxsh such COMINT rescarch, development,
test and evaluatmn as apprOVed or assigned by the ..
Director of Defense Research and Engincering, A 7. '
m111tary chartmcnt undertalung research and 5y ;o
engineering projects in areas touching on GOMINT ;. » & %',
will advise the Director of Decfense Research and A
Engincermg, thc Du-ector, Natlonal Securzty Agency;
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State to the Dlr cctor N Natlonal Socurlty Agcn cy,
'thezr reqmrements for‘COMINT d1rcct: support

Conduct the a.chitlcs lxsted m'paragraph 1L D.
above m accordance w;th the prov;smns contamcd
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i’ Conduct those COMINT actwﬁues, other than " . '~ \",,/
,-cryptanalysz.s, undertaken in support of their P RmE e o
missions under the authority of NSCID No. 5; 1 s
‘where feasible, coordinate such activities with

‘the Diractor, National Seeurity Agency, or his
‘representative. The information derived from such.’
activities shall be so handled as to give suitable Tl
- protection to related activities and shall be passcd o
‘to the National Sccurlty Agency to the extent desired”
by the Director, NSA, as soon as the spec:.al secunty
collectmn reqmrcmcnts have been satisfzed

Submxt thelr reqmrements for COMINT dlrcct
support to the Chlef of Serv-lce concerned.

In the event the Chlef of Scrwcc concerned cannot
arrange for meeting the requlrement or resolve
the problem, the matter W111 then be rcferred to

2

!

COnduct the actwﬁ.xes llsted in pa.ragraph III. D.

. above in accordance: with tho provisions contained
:/therein; where feasible, ' coordlnate such actxvz.txes
; mth the D1reetor, Nat.lonal Secunty Agency. 7

COnduct those COI\/H\IT acthtxcs, other thzm crypt~
analysis, undex)taken in suppdrt of thexr missions .
under the authority of NSCID No. 5; where feasﬂ)le, .
'/ coordinate such activities with the Director, = ..
National Security Agcncy. The information dcrxved .
from such activities 'shall be 80O ‘handled as to gwe 7
"‘sultable protection to related activities and shall

be passed to the Natwnal Secunty Agency to the
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""I‘he responsibilities for the conduct and support of ~

- COMINT activities by those departments and agcnc:eﬂ Clpge bt
‘as specified in reference () but.outside the Departe= :-. ... .
ment of Defense are covered in.a scparate memoran-/ i
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