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March 19, 1959 
NUMBER S- 5100. ~ 

ft\~ 
Department of Defense Directive 

SUWECT • The National Security Agency 

L GENERAL 

Subject to the provbion• of NSCID No. 6, dated • 
September is. 1958, and the provhion• of the National Security 
Act of 1947, &• amended, and pur•uant to the authoritie• vested 
in the Secretary of Defense, the National Security Agency is 
established as a separately organized agency within the Depart• 
ment of Defense under the direction, authority an.d control of 
thg Sepretary of Defepte. 

• 
II. ORCiANIZATION 

• 
A. The National Security A;ency •hall con•bt of a 

Director, a Headquarter•, and auch •ubordinate unit•, facilitie• 
and activitiea aa are •pecWcally &•signed to the National Security 
Agency by the Secretary of Defen•• or are e•tabliahed by the 
Director, NSA. 

B. The National Technical Proceaaing Center and the 
Electronic Intelliaence Coordinating Ciroup, eatabli•bed pur•uant 
to DOD Directive S-3115. 2, dated July 13, 1955, are aboli•hed. 
Assigned function•, record•, facilitie• and equipment are hereby 
tranafel'red to the National Security Agency. Milital'y and civilian 
per•onnel (including authorized personnel •pace•), and aupporti111 
funds, are al•o transferred, &• mutually a.greed b~tween the 
National Security A;ency and the military service•. 

llL RESPONSIB~ITIES 

The National Security Agency, under the direction and 
control of the Director of the Agency, shall be responsible for 
the following functional fields as specifically preacribed in 
appropriate NSC and DOD Directives: 
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1. Co:mm.unications intelligence (COMINT). 

z. Electronics intelligence (ELINT). 

3. Other functional fields aasigned by specific NSC and 
DOD Directives. · 

IV. FUNCTIONS \ 

Under the cti,,rection and control of the Db;ector of the National 
Security Agency, the Agency shall perform the following functions 
within its asaigned fields of responsibilities: 

1. Formulate plans, policies, procedures and principles. 

2. Subject to the supervision of the Director of Defense 
Research and Engineering, conduct research and 
engineering activities to meet the needs of the National 
Security Agency and the departments and agencies and 
coordinate the related re•earch, development, teat 
and evaluation conducted by such department• and 
agencies. , 

3. Determine and •ubmit to the Secretary of Defense 
logistic support requirements for the Agency, togetbe~ 
with specific reconunendationa as to what each of the 
responsible departments and agencies of the Govern­
ment should supply. 

4'. Prepare in collaboration with the military departments 
and submit to the Secretary of Defense a consolidated 
DOD budget, and requirements for military and civilian 
manpower, logistic and communications support, and 
research, development, test and evaluation, together 
with his rec<>ml?lendationa pertaining thereto. 

S. Develop requia1te security rules, regulation• and stan­
dards governing operating practices in accordance with 
the policies of the U.S. Intelligence Board and the U. s. 
Communications Security Board. 

6. Make reports and furnish information to the U. S • 
Intelligence Board or the U.S. Communications 
Security Board, aa required. 
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7. Produce and disseminate COMINT and ELINT infor­
mation in accordance with objectives, requirements 
and priorities established by the U.S. Intelligence 
Board. (This function will not include the production 
and dissemination of £ini8hed intelligence which are 
the responsibilitie a of department a and agencie• other 
than the National Security ~ency.) \ 

8. Perform such other functions a1 the Secretary o£ 
Defense or other proper authority assigns. 

V. RELATIONSHIPS 

A. In the performance of ita function•, the Agency shall: 

1. Coordinate actions, as appropriate, with the military 
departments, other DOD agencies, and other depart• 
ment1 and agencie• of the Government having collateral 
or related £unction1 in the field• of its ••signed reapon­
aibilitiea. 

2. Maintain active liaison., aa appropriate, for the ex­
change of information and advice in the field o£ its 
aaaigned responsibility with the military department-. 
other DOD agencies and other department• and agen­
cie• of the Governm.ent. 

3. Make full u•e of established facilities in the military 
departments, other DOD agencies, and other depart­
menti and agenciea of the Government, rather than 
unnece•sarily duplicating such facilitie•. 

4. Provide for participation by representatives of each 
of the members of the U.S • .Intelligence Board in those 
office• of the National Security Agency where priorities 
of intercept and processing are established by the 
Director of the National Security Agency. 

B. Officials of the military departments and other DOD agen­
cies shall provide support, within their respective fields of respon­
sibility, to the Director of the National Security Agency as may be 
necessary to carry out the assigned responsibilities of the Agency. 
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VL AUTHORITIES 

A. To carry out assigned responsibWtiee of the Agen£_Y, the 
Director of the National Security Agency ia specifically delegated 
authority to: 

1. Exercise operational and techni.£al.52.ntl'.Pl Q{ COMINT 
and. ELINT intercept and pro~aaing a~tivities of the 
United States to the extent prescribed in other specific 
DO:Q Directives. ·· 

z. Issue instructions pertaining to COMINT and ELINT 
to the Chiefs of the operating agencies of the Services 
or civilian departments or agencie a when action by 
them ia required. However, because of the unique • 
technical character of COMINT and EL.INT operation•, 
the Diuctor ia autborizst<l to issue direct to any 
oper~~~g__!.lem~-~!...~~U!! .. oper~~onal con!J.:~1 ~.~k 
&:••ig~~t_a and pertinent instructions which are 
within the capacity of such elements to accomplish. 
Compliance with instructions issued by the Director 
i• mandatory, subject qnly to appeal to the Secretary 
of Defense by the bead of the department and agency 
concerned (military department, other DOD agency, 
or other department or agency of tho Govermnent). • 

3. Have direct acces1 to, and dh'ect comm.unication with, 
any element of the department or agency (military 
department, other DOD agency, or other department 
or agency of the Government) performing COMmT and 
ELINT function• over which he exercile1 operational 
and technical control. 

4. Centralize or conaolidate the performance of COMINT 

s. 

and ELINT function• for which he ii respon1ible to 
the extent be deem1 feaaible, in conaouance with ·the 
aim• of maximum overall efficiency• economy and 
effectivene••· 

Prescribe policies, procedures, principles, and iasue 
instruction• for activitie1 under hi• operational ·or 
technical control, a11 appropria~. 

6. Prescribe, or review and approve· aecurity rule•, · 
regulations and instructions, as appropriate. 
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Obtain such information and intelligence material 
from the departments and agencies (military depart­
ments,. other DOD agencies, or other deparbnenta 
or agencies of the Government) as may be neceaaary 
for the performance of ~e Agency's functions. 

Maintain a departm.ental property account for the 
Agency. ~ ' 

B. In providing direct COM.INT and ELINT support to the 
military departments, oth~r DOD agencies and other departments and 
agencies of the Government, the Director of the National Security Agency 
is authotlllQ. to Qt;leia"8 gperatipna1 coQS'91.aURJU~JliA~MlN.'I...tmc;l 
,ELINI ft£W.ti~1. g.nsi..usouts;eJ as he determines appr_opriat~. 

c. Other authorities specifically delegated by the Secretary of 
Defense or other proper authority to the Director of the National 
Security Agency in other directive• or iaauancea will be referenced 
in an inclosure to this directive. 

VIL ADMINISTRATION 

A. The Director of the National Security Agency shall be a 
ioned officer of the Armed Forces, on active duty, designated 

he e etar of efense after cons tation t t e o n • 
of Staff, and shall have at least three-11tar rank e aerving in 
position. His appointment shall be for a term of fo'!r .. X:!!!.:- The 
Director shall report to the Secretary of Defense through the As•iatant 
to the Secretary of Defen•e (Special Operations). 

B. There shall be a civilian Deputy appointed by the Director 
of the Agency with the approval of the Secretary of Defe nae. 

C. To the extent applicable and consistent with the functions 
assigned to the Agency, Department of Defense policies, regulation• 
and procedures will govern the Agencyts operations. 

D. The Agency will be authorized such personnel, facilities, 
funds and other administrative support as the Secretary of Defense 
C(;ern.::1 necessary for the performance of its functions. The military 
dep<1.rtments, other DOD agencies, or other departJnents and agencies 
of th~ Government, as appropriate, shall provide support for the 
Agency as prescribed in specific directives or support agreements. 
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VllL CANCELLATION 

Secretary of Defense memorandwn dated December 5, 195Z, 
subject: "Implementation of NSCID No. 9, Revised" and DOD Directive 
S-3115. Z, dated July 13, 1955, are hereby canceled. (NSCID No. 6, 
dated September 15, 1958, superseded NSCID No. 9, Revised, dated 
October Z4, 1952). 

' 
DC, EFFECTIVE DATE 

• Thb Directive ii ef~ective upon publication. 

~ , .· ) ~~ ··• 
[;:._.. t 

Secretary of De1en•e 
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Listing of Specific Delegations of Authority by the 
Secretary of Defense to the Director of the 

National Security Agency 

--·· 
l. Administrative authorities required for the administra­

tion and operation of the National Security Agency, as prescribed 
in Secretary of Defense memoranda dated May 19, 1954, March 7, 
1955, and July 10, 1958. __ _ 

2. Authority to authorize or request the procurement of 
cryptologic material and equipment .by the military departments, 
as prescribed in Secretary of Defense memorandum dated 
March 20, 1956. -----

3. Authority to establish and administer programs of 
training, aa prescribed in DOD Directive 1430.4, dated 
October 27, 1958. 

4. Authority to assign the claaaification of TOP SECRET, 
as prescribed in DOD Directive 5200.1, dated July 8, 1957, and 
by Secretary of Defense memorandum, dated June 3, 1958. 
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