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HATIONAI. SECURITY' COUNCii. INTELLIGEr~CE 

DIRECTIVE NO. 7 

CRITICAL INTELLIGENCE COEm.i1HCATIONS 
(Effective 15 Scptcn~er 1958) 

NS'CID I:fo. 7 
(Ne-" Series) 

Pursu~.n t to Sec !:ions 10 l and J.02; llS emended, of the Nationa 1 Security 
Act or lS.'~7, in order that the Pr•nsidc:nt nnd other r,1e:mb;;rs of t1ie ·national 
Security Council ml'!y be provided vi th tim12ly critical intelligence, t11~ 
lfationnl Seci...rity Cou_qcil hereby authorizes and directs that: 

l. There shall be established ct:r...znunicntions tr.eans .fot· the oo:;t 
timely tr.ttnsc-1lssion of critic.:il intelligence. particularly that related. 
to endy i:arning of Soviet nttrick. 

2. 'l'he Secrat<lry of Defense nhnll bo the Executive Ar;ent of the GiJV
err.nKmt to provide for tho c·$tablishment, Oi?Cration, and perfection of 
such coi:m:.1unlcations meuuo J necessary to provi~c thre oost timely tr:ms
r:iisslou of CI"itical in tclli3ence to higher nuthol:itics. In the c:-:~cutiou 
of this responsibility, h~ shnll effect coordination vi th other. Cov~r-.!:,1~nt 
czencie3 in order that their co;:::;1Unicotions fncilitic::; m:ly be utilized to 
the ~tent de:.~cd pr.:lcticuble. 

3. The Director of Central Intelligence, with tha advice and support 
of the mcob.ars of the United States Iutelliecnce Board, shall provi<le 
the Secret.:?.l"y of D.?fcnse with co:itir.uinz guicL:mce as t.:> the c.:;n:muni
cations rcquirc:t:H~11ts of the intatligcncc con:munity for tba transmission 
of c=itical intelligence. 

4. The Director of Central Intelligence,, in consultation \lith the t:tE::n

bers of the United Statos Intellig~ncc Board, ehall define critical intdl:i."' 
gence .and est.iblish t...'Tlifo1'11 crlterla for the iclcntifica!:ion, s-::?lcctit;;in a:i.d 
designation of rel~tive priority for tbc transmission of cl."itic.al · intelli= 
tcnce. 
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