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U.S. Am« ERGIREER DISTRICT, BALTIMORE 
CORPS OF DGINEEIS 

P.O. BOX l71S 
BALTOORE .31 !&RYLAND 

Technical Liaison Branch 
HOpkine 7-2?00, Bxt. 54 

MAJOR Rill OONSTRUCTION 
AT FORT Cl!'.omE G. MEADE, MD. 

The largest single project ever tmdertaken at Fort George G. Meade, 
!Bryland, b,y the 13..!ltimore District Enginear is a JllBDlllOth Department of 
Defense building which is scheduled tor cmpletion in Novanber. Approxi
mately' one-fourth (11 4')0 1000 Bq\la1'8 feet Of noor &pace) the Bile Of ·i;be 
Pentagon in 'Washington, D. c., tho structure was started in l:.uguat 19S41 

and will cost nearly ~3 million. 

Lioutenant Colonel F.dwrd J. Rl.bba, Acting District ingineer at Balti
more and Resident E!lgineol':" at Fort Meade, will act as host for 300 guests 
who tour the Detenso Dep9.rtment•e nav facility on the af'ternoon ot J'uno 18. 
The tour 1a lUlder the ep')Jlaorilbip ot the BBl~imore Poat, Suci"~ of l.m.erioan 
Mllitary Engineers. Follawing their inspection, the visitors will attend a 
reception and dinner at the Fort Meade Of'f1cers 1 Club. 

Ammie the prinoipal exterior tee.turos ot the building is its tacinC 
which 1• mde up of ml)re than 1100 precast-concreto sanawioh panels with ax
poaod colored aggrepte. A royal green atone, quarried in Nev Jersey, an.cl a 
Cardiff' green stone f'rom Maryland were used to 11ve the panels their dreaaed
up appearnnoe. The average panel ia 120 square teat in area and cansiste of 
two layers or concrete separatad by one and oaG-h!llf' inches ot gl.sss-f'iber 
insulation. Each is mounted on angles bolted to the reinforced concrete 
frame ot the building. 

'lbe three-stcr,y etrt.10ture also con·taills the following iten.s wl'd.ch give 
an indicatio-:i of !"l;s engineering make-ups 

851000 cr.ibic ya:i:-ds {l?O,OGO tens) of concrete 

88,500 squara faet of window glass 

2c,oco :J..~~resce::t fixt"ilros 

s,200 tun9 of reinforcing steel 

71 flights o.r s·;;ntionary stair-ways 

12 moving stairways (Escalators) 

5f400 tona of. r~frigeration (air conditioning~ 

.321 000 linaar feet or movable partiticns 

1,200,000 square feet of resilient tile floor covering 
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The interior wall finish will be painted steel panels am will contain 
built-in underwindow fixtures for heating and cooling. Each fioor consists 
of 10-inch reinforced concrete slab. An acoustical ceiling is hung two feet 
below the slab giving a ceiling height of nine and one-half' feet. 

In addition to this building, the Baltimore District Engineer bas also 
supervised for the Department or Defense the construction of permanent bar
racks, bachelor officer quarters, a 40,000 KVA power substation, 2550 tiorse 
•ower heating plant and six million gallon..per-ds.J" ·~ uoataeet plant, 
a supply building, parking areas, and roads and sideMllke - all at Fort 
Meade. The total cost for the Department of Defense facilities is estimated 
at approximately $35 million. 

The resident engineer's job begins before the first shovelf'ul of earth 
is turned. A~er he receives the plans and specifications for a project, 
he compiles his pre-construction data and establishes a base line and eleva
tion reference point at which the contractor starts his work. Next, he meetE 
with the contractor to discuss the Government's policies and procedures for 
a particular job. 

While actual construction progresses, the resident engineer's office 
maintains a continuing check on the quality and quantity of the work. He 
gives detailed supervision to each construction feature (nails, lumber, sand, 
etc.). It is his job to insure that the qulity or :materials meets the speci
fications and samples. 

His responsibility for the administration of the contract includes: 
l. Payments to the contractor based on the percentage of the completed work; 
2. Adherence to safety requirements; 3. Changes in the plans and specifi
cations after the work has begun; and 4. Negotiating with the contractor 
on a reasonable price to compensate for these changes. 

During the course of construction, the resident engineer also acts as 
the go-between for the using agency and the contractor. He is called upon 
to resolve construction problems as they arise. When the work bas been 
completed to the satisfaction of the resident engineer, the facility is 
turned over to the user. 

In accomplishing his mission the resident engineer at Fort Meade 
presently has a staff of two Artey" engineers and 38 civilian employees with 
engineering, inspection, and clerical duties. 

During the past four and one-half years, the Fort Meade Resident Engi
neer has been responsible for nearly 812 million worth of new construction 
on the post in addition to the massive Department of Defense facilities 
described above. A partial list of these projects .follws: 

FACILITY 

Meat Cutting Pl.ant 

Qua.rd House 

0 182,088.00 

490,424.00 

2 

COMPLETION DATE 

I-By 1953 

February 1954 



... 
DOCID: 3993946 

---

FAQII,m COST COMPLITIOI DAT! -
25-D&n BOQ r. 

•) 358,713.00 April 1954 

Heating Plant f:HJ,037.00 May 1954 

Motor Repair Shops 187,674.00 August 1954 

Battalion Headquarters 103,4.35.00 August 1954 

Telephone Exchar.ge 160,ooc.oo September 1954 

225-man Barracks 4,843,612.00 December 1954 

Hardstand JA2,SSJ.OO December 1956 

Enlisted Men's Service Club 51.3, 950. 00 April 1957 

Signal Corps Engineer Lab. 2,100,000.00 Mirch 1957 

Post Exchange 395,560.00 Maroh 1957 

Motor Repe.ir Shop 96,465.00 June 1957 (est.) 

Battalion Classrooms 230,2?0.00 July 1957 (est.) 

Battalion Dispensary ll?,527.00 July 1957 (est.) 
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