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MEMORANDUM FORt  The Secretary of State &4 Oct 52
e Secretary of Delstse

BUBIECT: Comxmmications Becurity {(COMSEC) Mabiers

The security of ¢lessified Federpl telscommuniostionn {COMSEC) is .
& sational reaponsibility. COMSEC policies and procedures must be \
integrated so as to snable the verious depericents and sgenciss of the .
{Jovernuent 4o cooperate sffectively in such matiers sod to satiafy §
legitimate reguirenents for the security of thalr classified messages. ' :

I therafora depignats the Secretacies of 8tale and Defense as a
Special Coomittes of the Katlonal Becurity Council for COMBEC metters,
T establish such policles relsbing to COMIEC as will mehieve the maximm |
seourlty of classified Feteral telucomnmicntions and 1o keep me sdvised =-.
of such policies througb the Bescutive Bearstacy of the ¥silopal Becurity 3,
W AR c&lc “\ '.\.\

In the COMBEC fiald, I dfvect the Bpecisl Ccmmittes 0f the MSC to W\
yrapive and lssue divectives which wfils "
1. Rescind the Executive Order of 3 July 1945 entitled
"Sryplographic Security ¥With Bsapect to Cextain Commmications
of the Jovermoent. .
- B+ Establish s United Siates Commmmnications Becurity Board
{USCsB) responsibls for integrating policies and procedures
allecting the security of olassaified Federal telecommmications.

3. Fovide fix tho establishment of aprropriste responsibilities
and authorities to assurs within the Executive Branch, aming othsr
{a) Bigh snd uniform standards of comamication security.

{b) Brfmctive cooperation in CXMSEC mebtere between G-
pactments and sgencies soncerned.

{o) The alaguacy of the cryptographic systeus used,

{8} Courdinntion of COMIEC problems, perticularly policies
with respact fo foreign goverments,

(o} Satisfaction of legitimate requiressnts Yo ihe
sacurity of classified telescomounications.

{Bigned) HARRY B. 'TRUMAN
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