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The follcwi.:ig stat2::nent cf Zanzibar coun.d'etat has just 
been issued by the Uganda Mi!lis~2= of I~fo=:nation, Broadcasting 
and Tourism: 

-~ ...,, 

'~ho deposed the Sultan o= Zanziba=? Many P¥9Ple in East 
Africa have re.act.ea t:.J the ravolu:tion ~;;. Zanzibar where the / 
govenment has been cver::hrc-wn and the Sultan deposed. They 

I 
have now for:ned their CTNn 0pini~ns as to whether the coun dje~at 
was good or bad. Eui: uniortunat:aly not xm::i:h attention has been 
paid to the methods or t~~ means used to bring about the 
revolution. But for the sake of recorq and history, it is 
good to try to establish who was responsible for the overthrow­
ing of the government an~ setting up ~~ew one; future generations 
would benefit by such an exercise ;-as· wiffi--the assassination of 
President KENNEDY of America, the name o~ Cubans·and Communists 
has been drawn in by th~westarn press· reporters. Is it true 
that the Cubans organized the coup or not? What would motivate 
Cuba to do so? Has Cuba any interest in the islands, i£ so, what 
are they? When I went for the Zanzibar Independence Celebtlzttdn~ 
I met Cuban representatives in Zanzibar. They had ~een invited.by 
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the governmen·t which has been overt:hr::w:i now~ which meant that 
the gover:mient was friendly to them. But !t was there on 
10 Deca!!lbe:t 1963, a·t the Palace cf the~~_ltan i:i front of which 
lay the ship SALIFK.ALIF, which has carried i:he Sultan away, 
that: a top ranking British of.f icer who was to laa.ve Zanzibar 
the following day after many yea.rs cf sc.:Vice the:re, told me 
that he was sor=y .~ only for one thi:ig J namely) that independence 
cf Zanziba= had come before ~~e fo~t:ion of t!--.e East African 
Federa.=ic-c., because he thought Zanzibar might become a Cuba to 
t:::ie East: Af:rican mainla..J.d., New hew c~ulci C':iba over=hr-::w another 
C~oa·: Cuba being so fa= away f:r~m Zan:z:iba·r) how wci.:ld the Cubans 

~ . Z "b d b . . . • ' " T.,., . .. ' i.. ... • .c ge - i.:rt:.:J anz:i. a.: an y wn::.cn :snip~ · .1e :;::-.i-:::i.. is t.aa:. t:ie .i.or.ner 
gove=:im.e:m:: was a socialist: g~ve~:<I:em: which N"as friandly t~ 
Cai=c) Indonesia and Cuba~ Tbe foll~wing 9ci~c3 a=a of prime 
importance: The British Cot::mi.ss ioner 0£ Poli::.;, .Mr. S1JLLIV.:lli" 
was net at-=ackad in .. spita 0£ the f.act ':::at he :,ya;:;, i:l charge of 
--:...e on1 y a.,.....,,.~ · :t-,.,-... .., ~- ti-e c--~~~--1 ·"l"l•.,e .:.,, ... an;."' p~ 1 " ... "' w..:s 1... ... ~-· ~~- ._ ... ._..:::: -.:.""' •"' V~J..-~, ~.-,,.- -"""•.;. .:w ,=. ___ ._ C::. 

nc·i: a·c::.ac~<ad iilmlediataly- 1.lnl .;i~a in the 3.ussi.a:i Revolution. Only 
Indians we=.= i..J. · iac:t rapor:ad t~ ha7e bee~ -:.:.pc-.i=ad and imp:risoned 
al=hcugh the British also C\v~ed pr~per~7 en t~e i~land~ The 
British and .Amsrica:-35 wera raportad qui:a safe in t..~e European 
club~ The American Project Me:rcu:ry, wor:h [4 gr G] million, 
was never att:acked al t..'1.ough it: i.s i=~nieal that the Sultan 
should now feel tha·t he would be safe·. in .. Da:r-es-Salaam where 

- -----·--· ~-
Mr. BABU~ who is now the Foreign Mini.stl!:r; and most probably 
Mr. KA.i.~UME were.- at the beginning of the -±'?volution and from 
where, unlike other people they could leave for Zanzibar during 
the revolution, without any apparent difficulty. The former 
government asked for assistance, but the new government asked 
Tanganyika._for:medical assis·tance. Mr .. KISASA was ~diately 
appointed l)y the revolutionary council3 to take ove~ the key and 
most strategic position of Commissioner of Police, a sign of 
great confidence." ·i.4 · · 
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