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Attacked for ~1

ecrecvon Records 
lly Crn~e Lardner .Jr. I attorney general. "In addition, your Damr.. "And you cw1 quote me 011 

Wl'hln1ton 1•01tHl.aU Wmer department i~ in physical ClL'lt.ocly of a Ulat." I 

When the lluusl! ""~ru;~inntions variety of materials orih>inuting from When the Warren Commi.,,~ior 
C.m1milke i,.,,,wd ii:; ti11al rrport. t1•:n the Selcrt Committee. It rnn b" "n- l'nmplelrd ii.• worl< in l!ltH with the 
yenrs ;1;.u. il pn•·laiuwd i1., dcdica1i1111 ticipalcd thal .i'l1•1r cl1•1r:1r111m1l will 1111hlimtion of a linal reporl. a11<I :~H 
lo pulrlic di,dosure of th!! ladA ,;ur- receive re<1uesls umlcr the Freedom of rnmprniion volumrs, il:i hnrkup 
round int.: t ih! m11rfle~ of I 'n !'lilit..:111. :afonn;,tion Art for :HX:t::.q to ! he~1 r. rr,~onl!-t, con~istill:! of :i-;onu! :10!1 tuhir. 
.John F. i\.1..·11•.~·dv .aid !hr •:,.,. ,·, 1• .11aterials. !';·I"! of 111:11ni;,J, ·.•:,.re lrarn-lt•rri·d I•> 
i\:Jarli11 L11thrr Ki1:g .Jr. :md lh:• i1'- 1 1"l11c p11rpm1e ol rhi.1 h!Lln i:• In Lhc NaLional An:hiv~. where ullh j-1: ... 
\'C!-.lit;!ali11ns of thc):-'c n1ur.;ii.;1:;, r :rtu~t. ~pct:i1iu1lly th;1t lhi:-i r.1•rn:n:!!\· plmnwd lo keep llicm unclcr m·;il lor 

"It i.- """nlial," 1hc 11ow·d~i11111'l ~iunal material :mcl r~l"t(•cl inf11rmn-
·r1 . I " t I ti t '1'u11 1'n " 'orn1 conn~tc<l •- tl1e r111n- ?r, years. That wns then ~cncral • .• oJk,, com1m l'U Hur, no on y rn persous " u. 11 .... ~ u• .. fi h J 

he able to .iud::e the P<"fornwnn• o!' mittce not he di .. ·lor.rd 011l•iclc your '.'r t e records of inve.<1ti;;ntory agen-
thr. esr.c111i,·c n~r·ncic.,., l111t th~!. 1111·1' department without. the written ·,,,,,,.. cic•. Aut a public mitcry prnmplt<I 

he ahlc to j111l~c thi.• cun1111iw"» "'';. cta11trr1.,~c··.'c.;~ ol the llousc ,,r Hr.p"""n- :~:;~-~,:i:~K1\!"~;~e~s "~~~r ;~'1~~~'.:l~t,f 
formance a~ well. Such iH I he vcrv o the documcnls were decrcrd with the 

c~~·,~~I) ~~,;.~:~rc~~~ta~~;::~~3''7.:"cJ;:;~ .ru".f.''.~rt t~~:k~ s:e u:~,~~~~r ~h~t~:; ai~1;~,:;.~~ 1:~::~'~ d,::;;:r:·Jar-
1979. llv then, the rnorilumd commit- these people •al. around anrl •aid. '\Ve ion .Johnson, who j,113 lorn: ~1~ in~ 
tee's c11;1irnrnn and its chief ooun•el · I had already quietly arranged to lock don't wru1t our work •11bject. to the c 1ar1:c or the Warren Commi!l.,ion 
up _ for a period of !iO years _ all intcn.•ive scrutiny that. the Warren recorda, more thru1 90 percent nC: 
the backup re<.,ords and tranHcripts CommiMion's was. Let'R not. subject thooe hwidreds of thousands of pages: 
that it didn't puhlish. The cb;!ir.IJl..illl~ ournelvcs to embarras.•menl.' I think have been made public. I 
llep~_Lo\lis __ S.tokes ___ (D,Qhjo} __ ..also llmt'• what they're \IP to." Ily contrast, the House committce'H: 
~kt>~LOic_ ,Iusticc .. Dep;u:tmcnt,-1he Stokes and his fom1er chief coumel, records, which are just as voluminous· 

· CIA . .micLother_executiYe..lmmch .11i:en- G. Robert Blakey, lmISh aside such and which apparently include docu- · 
.~__Jq_treatJl!e recorcl!l,.t!~Y-!;.O!llP_~~ talk and in•i•t they did the lln'!t they ments from the State Department n., 
fgr_th~.\l!''."-Stigutio!'.!.i'l.tl!e.fllime fosh- could after the committee went out or well as other agencies, have been 
i.Q!!dl!!..:J.o!lSr~!l.qiomi.J_rnn_t~~jaL.!~~Lto busint'l!S in .January 197!! with a fiL,t- tucked away in a high-sccurh.y area of 
~ . .!£l~~~L!!.!..ili£..llublic. !11inute finding of prohable con.,pirecy the Archives. According lo a Nov. 5 

Some agencies, such as the Federal Ill the l<cnnedy ca.•c - and a linal ID?D, internal memo, only one nrchiv: 
A~iation Aclministmlion, didn't even report still to be written. Blakey ancl a illt, a man with a "secret" security 
get their records lmck. Other.:, such a• ·skeleton stllff linishecl up the work clenrance, is supposed lo ha,. acce!IS I 
the Ann)', scaled the files they put teclmically n., employes of the clerk of to the materials - and even he hllll to· 
to~elhcr _ including, apparently, d<:>e- the lfotL,e. ' have an escort with a "top secret" 
uments that had hcen sought under "Wr. released all we cm~cl release," clearance. 

· the Freedom of lnfonnation Act IJE'- Stoke., 9'1id. As for the rest uf the Hep. Harold Sawyer {R-Mich.), n 
fore the House conuniltee was e,·en record,, he protc•led, "all I have rlone former committee member, says he 
cl't'alcd. is foUow the advice of coulll!el for the can't uncleratand the need for nU the 

The extent of the exlraordinar,• HmL'll!." secrecy. Ami he can't reatll the com-
sccrecy is just now coming to light, 'L' Blakey, now n professor at tho mittee's ever having approved thu ar-
the result of im1uirics by a.•!;.1,,..,inali<m Notre Dame law school, took a similar rangemcnl., or even being comulLed 
critics seeking to pursue thdr own pmition. · about it. 
rc~earch nncl to :L<;i<ess the House com- "U you lay on me the charge that "I don't remember ever seeing any-
mittce's performance. They s11Spect a we kept too much secret, it's a bum thing, including stuff that needed se- , 
deliberate effort to a\·oid the kind of rap," he declared. A1J for the merits of curity clearance, that really ammmted 
scrutiny that eventually tamiHhcd the ~he House invelltigat.ion, Blakey, who ID a linker's dam as Lo whether it · 
work of the Warren Commi~sion in IS now about 45, added: should be rele11Sed or not," Sawyer 
probing the l!JG:J l<cnnedy slaying. "I'll rest on tl1e historians' judb~nent said. "Tite only t.hinb'8 I can think of 

In fact, the Warren Commis.•ion is 50 years from now when ever,·thing are from a sensibility point of view, : 
now un open book in comparison lo becomes available. I'll PeSt on Lhe his- such as the autopsy photos. But ( j 
the House Assn.<oinations Committee. Lorical judgment that is made on tis in never saw anything that you could sell 

"What Stokes hllll done is arrange it 50 yem." Lo anybody for a dollar if you wanted ' 
110 thnl the mc>ehanism hy which pro- Blakey acknowlcclged that the com- Lo, in executive session or outaide o( · 
pie can correct the errol'8 of govern- !"ittce had intcnde<.I \o sift t.hrou1:h nil 1 iL w • • 

ment don't apply to Congress," pro- 118 r,icorcls as well as thll88 furnished · i Sawyer is virt.ually ccrtnin that lhe 
re.ts Harc·ld Weisberg, author of sev- : by executive agencies and publiilh 1 committee never wted on what Lo do 
eml hoolt, on both the ){ennedv and more, but he Raid the committee ran with the record& Stokl!8 and Blakey 
King '•"-""''si11a1ionR. "lie'" orr;mged ·out of time ru1d mnncy. evidently made tho nrmngementa 
for hi•, own private covPrup." ''The beat of intentions mns un intn . arowid Murch 1979 in consultation 

"111el't'',; even IC!I., clisclO!lure than I the renlity of limited time and re- . with Stanley Brand, general counsel 
thou~hl w;•~ p<JFsihle." Mark Allen, a sources," he said. "There were all for the clerk of the Houso. 
J<enne<.ly a.'53.<.,inalion l'C!learcher, said kinds of cl1Lo;.•ilicd information in th088 Two other members of lhe old 
after obtainina 11 copy nr one of the ( comm1'U.ee Rena Floyd F1'tl11"an (0 

~ 11n1111hlishc<ll documents." ' •"" -
Jetter.1 Stnkl":i wrote. And what of the objections of Weis- Ind.) and Hobert W. Edgnr (D-Pa.), 

"A great rlral of niatcrial ha., been berg and other critics that tllllre was agreed that the idea of sifting through 
generated hr your department in re- nil the records and making public 
spon!iC lu ~tJecific rcquesL, or concern• ' now no way of adequately a.'!llCSSing many Ill! ivwo'bl t I t · · h lns

119 

• the committee's performunce? ; •·--1 e go 111 111 
f. e t-

of the ~·lcct Committee," Stokes said l minute uproar over the acOW1tical 
in the )1,ltcr, dat~d l\l111ch 27, 19i9, · "lie Weisberg] can kis.9 my a--.'' findings, which concluded that two 
nml adcln'.;;.•ccl tn (;riflin II. Bell. then responded the profes.'lOr from Notre gunmen had been firing nt Kennedy 

The exter.tl of the extru.ordinory secrecy is jusi 
110W C~Jlnl10lf.{ lo f.jf.?fil, Wi f~te l'<'Sll/t of ill<f'Liries by 
""".,,.,,.,,,,,,,,.,,, r·nfr,·o.: ,,,,,f,.rnrr to 111rr·s1u• t/r"ir 

when he \YRS killed. But lhe two 
Democrats, like Sawyer, Mid they felt 
sure thnt no covenip Wll8 involved. 

"I think it would be a gr099 distor
tion to say the commillcc wn., trying 
1,, rn,1.-,,.,f ·ni••fliit11r" J;'ithi.,n rl""rl.,r,..,t 



'Ilic !;CCrl'i:y, in any cnse, wn.'I not 
accidcnlal. According to Br;mJ, the 
general crnmscl for the l lnul!C clcr~. 
the arrnngemcnls were explicitly uu
lorccl to comport with court cn.'!es and 
nilings that, in effect, Rhow how to 
prevent rccorcll! compiled in a congres
sional inveslil(ation from being made 
public under the Freedom of Infor
mation Act. 

The lending case at lhe Lime sug
gc~tecl that at least some 8UCh rrcorch, 
esprciallv thn~e j.!cnrratrd hy nn ex- ' 
ccul ivc lmmch aJ,:cncy and sent hack 
to that ag.~ncy, inight be suhjed l•> 
FOi:\ unlc~l Coni;rcss nrnrlP. dear that 
il w:11ll1,J the dcH.:urncnls kept Hccrel. 

Brand recalls sugge:-1ting lo Stokes 
and Ulakey that "if they were con- · 
ccmcd nhout hnvin~: their record~ get ' 
011t 11nrl!'r the Freedom of [nl'ormHtinn 
i\ct, they'd better pul something out 
1'aying they didn't want thni stulf oul ' 
So the chairman wrote a letter to the 
CIA and the nttorney general. Th.1t's 
been rcspcded so far a~ I know." 
__1\ctuail,y,._..'1C.CQl'.cling_j.o • ...reaearcller 
Mark Allen a few item11 hnve dribbled 
m;r.-~~tancc some Defense Oe
_P.artmenT~~l!.~. sent me their 
le.Ltcr;! to Blakey, __ hut thev won't ~end 
m.LI1fil.Js,g.i:ci letters to the1~.: .... ! ... :.~.)'h,e 
Q.UlY .. ~01!!Qivho have said 'you aren l 
'tijing anytl!j1~g'._ru.:e_!!.~c FI3l and the 

anaT@~~!..h.!1 .. J u.'\Lice Depart
meiilt in~m1ernl .... The people who 

....ha.ye t~.!Ull.~.tw __ cliilGlQSe. ar.eJJ1e_ones \ 
-~·~1g .. tb.!l .l9.u_gh£l.sUi!le." · 

The Army denied \Veisberg records 
that he says he began' seeking in 
broad-gauged ' requests years before 

the House committee was l'!lt.1bli~hed. 

Col. William It Guild, director of 
Army cmuiterintelligcnce, informed 
Weisberg last month that it has "no 
record of your original request." 
Meanwhile, Guild said, the Army will 
continue to treat the approximately 
l 00 dossiers on variou.'l individuals 
that the House conuniltee used and 
then retumed to the Army "a.ci inves
t.ig::iti\'e tiles nf a congrC!!sional com
mittee." 

.Jnrrn'H H. l.c8ar, n lmvyN who ha.ci 
rr.prc~ented hoth Wrisberg nncl Allen, 
thinks a lawl'.11it. to unplug many of 
the 1•xecutive brnnd1 rixorcls rf'tumr.d 
Lo the 11ge11cics would he ::111ccc::1Hful, 
but he acknowlcd~e::1 that it i~ dearly 

oflicc feel~ "duty hound" not to allow I 
any new di~loourl'!I. Not long ago, a 
fonner CIA officer wn.q refused n copy 
of his own testimony. He had tffitifit:d 
in executive session. 

Others have been seeking more ccn. 
tral documents, but again lo no avail. 
David Belin, a Warren Conunission 
lawyer who later served n.q executive 
director of the Rockefeller Commi::1-
:-iion on CIA Activities, Mid he h;t~ 

been l.r)~ng to get a copy of the "orig· 
inal draft n'porC' the commil.tce prr
pared in late HJ78, before the acflWl

lical mmlt:; cnme in. Uclin );aid he 
onrc !~Ol a ;;limp::1c of this report aml . 
"it Haid there was no conRpirncy (in; 
Kennedy's deathj, no anything." 

~'J think it wmild IJe a. gross distortion to say the 

1 committee was trying to conceal anything ... ". I 
jnst think we ran out of money," said Rep. : I 
Floyd Fithian (D../n,l.J, a rnernber of the 1 

committee. · 

up to the House to relea~ or suppress 
the House committee's own .records. 

The rule dictating 50 years' secrecy 
for House records transferred to the 
Archives was laid down in 1953 and, 
Brand says, was actually "a refonn" at 
the time. "There had been no real rule 

. at all up to that point," he snid. The 
50-year rule has been observed "by 
custom and tradition" ever since. As a 
result, it automatically applies to the 
848 boxes of documents that Clerk of 
the House Edmund L. Henshaw sent 
to the Archives on April 2, 1979. 

According to an tmsigned "protocol" 
governing access to the document.a, 
the hoxes may include St~1tc Depart
ment and other unreturned. agency 
records, but Henshaw ordered the 
archivists to rele11Se nothing .but "pre
viotLqly published" docwnents. 

Because the committee no longer 
exists, Brand said, it would take a 
vote of the full House to make any 
more pnpers from the boxes public. 
~ithout such approval, the clerk's 

"This defeats every p~ ~he I 
· HoW!e Assa~inations : Commmittee ! 

wa.ci designed to accomplish," Belin, 
said of the suppression of the reeords.: 
"I think it's jW!t plain wrong." ; 

. . Blakey, the author of a book con
tending that "the mob" killed ·Ken
nedy, insisted that the committee had 

.··been more than forthcoming, h~lding' 

public hearings with witnesses such aci 
.. reputed Mafia chieftain Santos '.Traf- · 

ficnnle and former CIA director Rich
ard Helms and publishing 27 supple- ' 

. mentary volwnes of testimony and 1 

reports on the committee's work.• I 
"In my judgment we did moni than . 

any congressional committee haS ever i 
done: .. and more than the Warren 
Commis..Yon," he declared. , 

As for the records that ' were 
shipped oack to the FBI, the ~IA and . 
other agencies, Blakey said: . '. I 

"Our records, insofar as we created 
them in agency files, are ours. If you 1 
don't like that, sue." · . . 

·- -


