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NATJONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
FCF!T GO::OF!GE G. ME.ACE, MARYl..ANO 2.075S--SOOO 

Mr. David Maxwell 
Assasi..nation Records Review Board 
600 E S tt"'...et ~w. 2nd Floor 
\Vasb.ingi;oo, DC 20530 

De::i.r 1rt:r. Marv.·cll: 

N5P4-J33-95 
l Ju:1e. 1995 

~OUOY-In response to your le~e:- of M:irch 9, 1995 we w.sked :i.ppropriace eleme:irs of 
NSA Ope::ltions and. Archives as well as the Legislative A ... :fa.i..-s Office (LAO) and Office cf 

. Ge:ie:al Counsel (OGC) to se:i.rc:i for in.formation respon~ve m your questions. The foilov."i.:.1g 
re:;:rese·::us the composire response of chese~e:lCs. · · · 

C~) "Vlh;it •ech.r.ic:tl c::i.p:ibii..icies c~ri h:lve duf.I}g ~::e e:.riy ! 9c-O's for coilec::ing, 
.::ie::::;:ne:-=, .. r:g, a.-.d :J.n:tlyZ:ng co~unic::i.ticns?" 

EXEMPT 

"--"""""E""'X""EM_..P ... T __ _._..., e ex;Houe:: L---E_x_E_M_P_T __ __. r..r.:unic::i.tcns of i.:-.te:::':S!.:,L __ _:E::,iXfE.:.:,.M:,.:.P..:.,T ___ ..., 

1----E_x_EM_P_T ___ .,Lc..._c;:.:::;r:imunic:.cons and d:cse of ::i. few oc.~e:- ::::l.!n ... :es d~:i: -::n~loyed EXEMPT 

Ou:- :u:~:rric c=.p:!biliCcs ,h·e~ e:";;c~:..!c::~r., C:-cc.h :n our c:viJi~ ii..11-c-r::::-· ... :1""'~'"'..,""'r:-,.---' 
L----------.....1 

EXEMPT 

•,1.:ork:cr-::. 

(l") .. 'rv!-::.c COt-...U?'t°f Cic". SS A :ic:::iily i::!.e:-::!;:t dt:.:::-.g ~~::: e=.rly 1 ~co 's from :.:...::: Sovit:~ 
L:n·o,.. C"o· ..,_a· 'C _; e-- ora., ;-.. r -:,,_ .. ..... _ t r ,,_..,,..; -: -.=-., .. -nc-i ..,,, , i ... .. ::i... ........ ~v e ...... co, L.vrr: ::.-'1 • ..:..~- .......... ~ -.. •• r..e ..... _er.""- c; ...;::; s ..... :::_.c:-s .. 

....-__;, _____ _, 
(Ti GCI§) ~·sA orcauced COMDiT en ::::..nv face:s of L1e Sovie: t.'.!!';::e: ... ~ .. •. 

r::UruC:::CCnS t0 mi1ibrv EXEMPT 

EXEMPT 

EXEMPT comrnunic:irions. \Ve :Uso prcduc:d proeuc: on 
..._ ___ __."' gi:~. rn::un y There we:~ no re:1e:::ions in :i.ny of t.1ese :;m::.C­

uc-:.s of any activiry th:it mighc h:ive be:::n re!:ued co me :iss.!Ssin:lc:ion, oniy pos•-ass:issin:iricn re· 
fie::tions of U.S. poliric:tl and prococol deve!oprnc:::us i11d Cub:in r:!c::i.ses of sr;µ;mentS de:ivins: 
crime or narcotics smuggling :i.c th:.ir rime. One organi:uc:ian Cid follow\ EXEMPT . I 
activiry and issued product re?¢rµ. but there w:is nothing co tie :my of the!r reporting to the :i..s­
s:issinacioa. 

(lJ) .. Wh:it :i.ctions did NSA t:!.kc in the immc::ifate w:lke of President Kcrmedy's a.ss:is­
sinacion? For e:::.:impie. did any agency,t:l.Sk NSA co Pe. .. form :my functions r:garding ~c: a.ss:i..s­
sm:i.tion? \V:i..s :mv c.sk fore::. 2:r0uo dirc::tor:ue. or ochc:r e!'lcirv at NSA formed or cha:9:ed .,:.-id'! ., - . ., -
:i.ny responsibilities for cailc:c:ing infon:n:icion th:ir in 3.nY wJ.y ~c::-..:tinc:d to the: :i.ss.:?.Ssin:icion of 
msic:::u Kc::llledy? Vit:i:s :iny tr-ffic :in:llysis pc:::or:i:c:d? \Vc:-e ::.ny produc: ~por-...:s prodt:c:d? 
We~ chc:rc :my TSRs? '··-

··· 
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aa(J;a CEO) -COllectors, based on their pe..~on:tl recoiledons. we:-e alerted to put gre3.te:- e::ooha­
sis on Soviet~:;::.:Tland Cuban milit:UY targets to look for signs of E:ice:!.Sed re:?riiness in their 
force posrure. ~i.alys:s ac NSA we:-e also looking for signs ofr {Jre:?.c:ions to and for-
. . lli . th . . ~ I EXEMPT -e:g!l 1me g'!:ic:: repcrnng on e a.ss:J.Ssmac.on. r.ny mic were thoroughly 

process.:d from the surrounding rime:fr-~e. A.nalys:s en t.'lrgets th.'.lr we:-~ EXEMPT \Erocn a 
c:-ypc.analytic srandpoinc revie•.r;ed II"" ... ific/ EXEMPT \to e:isu.rc that no de'liarions indic~ring unusu:tl 
ac:ivity had bee:i ove:-looked. -

(U) "Did NSA eve:- collect, isolate, or seg:reg:ate any records relating co the assassina-
rion?" 

~OUOj One rue, re!..:ired to Lee P ... :arvey Oswald. was ac::essicned into the NSA/CSS A.! ... ::Uves 
in 1986. The LAO bolds five files th:ac cocic:illv re:~re in some wav to the As~ssinarion. fa ., . .. .. 
l.993'NS.~ se:rrch~ for :m~ collec-::e:i.doc:w~'l-S-~~:;;: ~~ P:.:bi!c !...::!.w 102-526. Copies of 
me re::::rc.s :esucns:;.ve to me l::!. w are ne!d m t: : :: or Polic·1. _ . , 

• . - • ii" . ' -

Cl..) "'"\vn::.c ac:icns h:is NSA ::...1<e:1. si::.ce l 96.:.!. ·.:.-:t.i z-es~·e::: :o tile :J.Ss.:ssin:irion? F-:r 
e~:l!TI;;!e, oc.he= d"::m ',1,.i6 :es-;:;e::: •o :.1e Ecuse Se:e-:: Ccc~iaee or:. . .i.ss:l.Ssim.cions (RSC.~). has 
~·s.~ h:::..C ar:y p::;g:!"'J.::l to coileo::: i""ly d:lt.:. ~irh r:sFe::: :o ~~e l.S~si.r::irion?" 

, ... OL-G+ Si:lc: :9t..! NS.~ has :tns·.:.·e~ qi..:~:-:~s : .. '-:= \::.r:.cus c:::-;.g:-:s.3icr..~ :::::.r=.i~e:=s. !=~;!S 

.:ibOL:r :.:e :...ru:cr=..:!ticn provic~ 2.!'e ::e!d by c.':e Li.Q :md OGC. ~iS . .i.'s only ;rog:-i-.m co :::i2e::: 
cfa~ :e::ued to c..~e a.ss.:i.ssination w::tS :he :es~<ms.= to?..!..~ 102-526 . 

..,. \ ""'1..-_., .::~ --- ·c::: :..-.., ;\'"C::::~ ..... - • .. -r - -;.,....; IJ .. .... - c--~ : r"l .... i :n -:a.,.,..; -n lv; n 1i-t ".;...es er ..... ::ire_ .• ::s, ~·: ._ .e. ••"'- :-e:--'-',,,.,.'=- ,a ~ .. r.:::-- .. -s.c .. ..:... :....ves'-:--'c,.s 
cf ~=:.e ~s.sassi.r1~cion er ~e inre!.lige::ce ccu:.rr:!..!nir:1? F~r ~~~pit! .. :.z": ±e:e (er '.:,:e:e L~~:-e) ~·s .. A. 
f:.ies en :!".e \V:;.r.e:;, Cornr..issicn. t.~e ESC.!.., ~1e C'.-lcrc:.. Ccr..w.-:::::ee. :he P:_i<e Ccc::.r..irree, e::." 

e~::!mpie, r.har re::ords icc::iri.fying .~e:"ic::!..!ls we:e des-::-oyec in :.he w:; . .ke of r..1e Crnrc:i. Ccrr:..,...;::­
tee investig:ition, :ind you su·gges•e::i r..1.:i.t re::ords :cenci..:.-=;.ng Osw::?.ld :::llghr h::.vc bee:1 2.!'::ong 
those des<:royed. Wb~c were the: des.:-uc::ion orde:-3; who i.mpie~e!1~.=~ the:h; how rr...::my re~orC.S 
we=e des~yed; irid how we::-e records identified fer des::ruc:ich?" 

(FOUO) ~-SA h:is ce~red re::ords disposiricn sche::iuies for some cc-c~menr.s. Eoweve:. 
SIGil'iT r:::ords disposition re::l:i.ine'd pr::dor.in:im.!y unsc:.eduled cur=_,,g the pe=iod in ques=on. 
:ind conseque:uly the!.r h:i ... m:iling is unce:-..:lln. Se=i::?.lized re::ords (re:=or..s) :i..re usually re•_,_;ne::i 
int:!.ct :1nd ar: prese::---1ed to ch.is day. T.1e re:encion or des=-:zc:icn of cc.he= rypes of records we:-: 
nae handled svste:n:ic:ic:illv. The de::ision to r:~n or desrrov w:is m:lde bv the ori!tin:irinS!: e!e-. . . .. "' - -
mencs. 

(lJ) ·"Vihat records from incert:e?ts involving the Soviet Uni~n. the: Soviet Bloc. Cuba, 
md Mexico from the: e:u-ly 1960's l!'C still ext:mr? For e~:!!D.clc:. does NSA h:ive uno::insc:ibed 
Cuban t:lpcs f:roc 1963 ("~ur th:it may subseque:nl:-· h:ivc: ix::; broke:i)? Wb:::u records docs NSA 
h:ivc from the: B:iy of Pigs i,,d from the 0...Ib:ut Missile c....:.sis? 

""S CCO) The..-e l!'C end-;ircciuc: :-:;:-or.s. code bocks on O.."ge: COrr"-=iunic:::uiOns and ciphe:- tr:?r­
f.c :ivaibbie d.:lcing from the e:u-iy 1960's on these i::l...rgcrs in the NSA archives. Ouf.f=on:is . 
show no ins~c:s of codes bcing_bro_lc:n in which wr::. did noc go back :ind decrypc-ti.:iffic: from 
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the pe:icd that h.:.d ~n unexploitable at the time. It is our SLandard practice to do so regardless 
of the c= ...... ---cumstances. Vlhen such events occur it is also the SIGlNT mcdus operandi to e:isurc 

ail[ExEMPTJ material having any possible connectivity whatsoever to the event is scanned for intelli­
gence purposes. We found no indications of any SIGINT collection that did not ge: reviewed. 
Such records also cove:- the missile crisis and Bay of Pigs cimefr:mles as well. Tac:rc has be::::i an 
hismric:tl perspe:::ive wricre::i in 1984-85 on the SIG11•rr e.ffor. dur..ng the Missile <:r...sis that also 
couches:on the Bay of Pigs, and one is planned on the Assassination (no estimated completion 
~~- . 

(Li) .. Does NSA have files on .A.me:ic::m defe::-::or.s to Communist countries during the 
late 1950's and ~y 1960's? .. 

--.7i ~ €9~ '."::==-:= .w~ ~ne _NSA ~~~z:i.cion w~. par.: o~ i.he:f ~ssion~ tr:ic.ked the 3.Cti~­
aes or s-.:c:i U1G.lv1cuais m tne 1960 s. nrst ~ lz.::= oyrac::une. Eoweve:-. a.lrcos;: ail 
r~or.is of such e:lde:i vars and files we:-:: des<:royd in 197 ~. :L'1C any such ac:iviry c:::lSed in the 
w:::i..k:: cf :.~e Chll.:.-=:i md P-:...ke Cocru::icre::s' re;=or...s en suc:-i 1c::vices :ind the subseque::ir Exec:.i­
tive Orce:- issue::!. T.11e ~·o :xc:pcions co this would ce E.les en :\-i:.r:in ::i.nd ~titc:-ie!J. wb.o we::e 
e::upicye~s of ~-S . .i.. · 

Cl, ... l "Did l..'lY fore!gn gove:7'...r:o.e:i.c or inre!.!ige::c: se:-... -ic: ~ve:- suppiy NSA ·.;.-ith ~ny i.r1-
foru:aricn pe:--•. :lir1i..11g to the :issassin:i.cion?" 

(. 06 0) ~v·c: :u-e ~uaw:i.-e of any in:L-ormacicn of ~riis S':..!bje~: ~·.re: :"C!.:..."'1.g p~sed by my fcr~:g!l 
g1Jve::-~:::::t or ir::e!..Iige:ic: se:-lic: co :>i"S.~.-

-oUO~ 'Ai"e ·n..,ve -:so -olle..-·ed.., 11·.,- or- -e...,."r.- .. : . ..,;..o ... ,._ "'or1...:-cr -:...~ '""'"7,.. • .,r r:.. .. 
- ,- . 1 w. J,,.I, \,,. -· ... ~"' :- -~""- .UJ....... !! ,..""·""" ..... ~·= u ...... -.::-· -- ~"~ 

cize er ·,:.rho have :on_cibuted to these J.nswe:-s .. A.Ire:- you h:ive re·.-ie·,1,:ed '-1ese respons.'.':s, ;iie:1.Se 
co nae l":.:::siore m com.:1.c! us to on (30 l) 633-5/98 ·;.-ic.h ~"Y qt!es::cns whic:t ycu bve. 

/?j. (~· /) ,j. 
l../(LJ....:.~LJ.a_ '-. C:.......-..L<..:---_, 
·o_AL"'DL-\ c. cou.r.-;s 
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