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REPILY TO

avrvvor:  GENERAL COUNSEL

suaszeT:  Agreement with Select Committee on Assassinations

Te:  DIRECTOR -

1. Reference attached letter dated 5 April 1978 frém John
Kestexr to G. Robert Blakey, Esg., and attached memcrandum from G
to Director dated 5 April 1978.

2. At the time you approved submitting to Mr. ‘Kester the t&@

- attachments to- the above-referenced memorandum from G Group, I

believe you ‘had not yet seen the letter from Kester to Blakey. I
have discussed the Kester/Blakey letter with General Counsel, DoD.
She told me that the letter does not contemplate, and was not based
on an understanding, that Kester would provide the briefing.

3. The agreement contained in the Kester/Blakey letter does
not in any way limit the use the Committee could make of the informa-
tion disclosed at the briefing except that DoD, or a defense agency,
could not be revealed as the source. In my view, therefore, it should
be assumed that any information given to the Committes will be made
public, probably togethexr with the exc%ange of correspondence between

Kester and Blakayo

4. Against this background, I recommend that the attachments
to the G Group memorandum not be sent to Xester and that the briefing
of the Committee be in much less specific terms than the G Group
summaries. The briefing should be done without any notes or document:
present. If the briefer uses any documents, it can be anticipated
that Blakey will attempt to obtain a copy on the spot, and if he faill:
may well issue a subpoena. The briefing could be performed either by
Kester or (since NSA's role is an open secret) by someone Lrom here

such as Julia Wetzel or Mlke SMltha

5. Given the chance, I would have asked General Counsel, DoD,
to insext in paragraph 1 cf the Kester/Blakey letter the language
penciled in on the attachment. According to Deanne, she intended
us to have pricr review of the letter but forgot to send it to us
time. HNonetheless, I propose that we interpret paragraph 1 as if
that language ware included and that we do not disclose to the
Committee any information from which 1nbelllgence sources oxr methods

coulg be infexrred.
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§. This memorandum has been reviewed by LRO which concurs
the recommendations contained hereiln.
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5. Nothing in the Committee's undertak
affects the Committce's rith to 1

in the future any subposna pow ava
to it to secure and disclose the inf -
tion, provided, HOW@ver; that the Com tee
will met disclose the information uﬁtii any
Telated litigation has been concluded by

judicial actkon that pe ririts disclosure.

A

Please confirm your agreement with the foregoing by
so noting on the enclosed copy of this letter and returning
it to me. T

Sincerélyg

Enciosure

Agreed:

G. Robert Blakey
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TFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE _

YIASHINGTON, B, €. 20301

G. Robert Blakey, Esq. '

) £l oy o //-‘a, >
Chief Counsel and Director , , e/ v Chaps
Select Committee on Assassinati@n§° . .
House of Representatives

Washington, U.C. 20515.

Dear Bob:

Yith respect to the points mentioned in your letter
of March 28, I believe that the following takes care of
your concerns.  The oral briefing to be provided by the
Department of -Defense on information obtained from intel-
ligence sources will be conducted on the following undex-
standing: - .

1. The briefing will not deal with intelligence
sources and methodss , e TS T i
L it fromeim Tt reighl

/S— . .
- 2. The briefing will cover the information | fg*ngf é&? (
from DoD intelligence sources requested | o @ierces” 477
in your letter received on December 20, k%%?7ié%éé
1977 and addressed to the Director,
3 - National Security Agency, and that .
' request .is withdrawn; '

3. The Committee has outstanding no other
Tequests to the.Department of Defense
‘for information from intelligence sources
- (other than certain files on particular L ’
individuals] and, as previously agreed,

@ if such requests are made in the future
they will be stated as specifically as -
possible with respect to dates and subject :
matter and will be directed to the Depart-

. zent of Defense rather than any Defensec

--intelligence entity: :

4. The Committee agrees, for itself and on
behdlf of those designated by the .
Committee to attend the briefing, not
to reveal the Department of Defecnse or
any Dcfense agency as a source of any
information transmitted in the briefing.




