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s<:u::cT COMMITT<:E TO 

STUDY c;ov<:?.NMENTAL OP<:RATIONS WIO"H 

RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIE:S 

• WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

Januc..:ry 13, 1976 

Hr. Thomas K. Latimer ;· 
Special Assistant to the Secretary p 

U, S. Department of Defense 
Washington, D.· C. 20301 

Dear Tom: 

In connection with the Select Co~~itteeis investigation of 
the assassination of President Kennedy, we earlier received 
answers to certain questions pet to NSA. Since then we have 
examined other material pertaining to NSA's contribution to 
the. War:-en Cof:Blission' s investigc.tion c.nd we desire further in-
formation from NSA, 

By way of background for this request, we note the ~-larren 
Co:::L;llission provided· NSA various docu.i.7lents and asked NSA to re
vie-,., theL:L for any cryptolo3ical significance. NS"A found r.o 
cryptological significance and its report of this fact was pu~-
lished by the Commission. 

1. By letter of July 10, 1964, (a copy of which is attached) 
hr.. Rankin provided General Blake a copy of certain docu~ents 
requested by Dr. Tordella for NSA's files. Since NSA

1

s analysis 
of the clocumeri·ts was apparently co!.!pleted a.t the time of Rankin's 
letter , we wish to know why NSA \·;anted to keep these docu.:.."""Jents 
for its file. Further, we wish to kno>.J what use, i1 any, was 
made of these documents and.what results relevant to the assassina-
tion were obtained from such µse, 

'·· . 
> 

2 o .. In a Cor::::mission staff internal ·r::emorandum, discussing the 
do::uments provided NSA, it is reported that NSA is "primarily 
interested i~ names," and NSA clai~s it has '°information on n2m2s 
which the CIA does not have," Assuming these statements are c.c~ 
curate, we wish to know what significance such names would have 
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to NSA and what information on nar:ies NSA had that CIA did not. 
If names had significance, what na2es did NSA use in its analysis? 

3. We are inforned that CIA obtained transmissions from the · 
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City for November or December 1963 c.nd 
that it may have passed these to ~SA for analysis. Did NSA re
ceive_ these transmissions or any.ti~nsrnissions relevant to the 
assassination inquiry? Did it analyze them? What were the re
sults ?fits analysis? 

4. We are interested in learning the _extent of NSA 1 s role in 
assisting in the investigation of the assassination~ In thaL 
connection, please inform the Cor.rrnittee the extent of NSA files 
relating to the assassination. Please provide the staff of the 
Committee access to those files" Please provide the staff with 
a surr.mary of all information NSA developed from Cuban or Soviet. 
transmissions r~lating to the assassination. 

5. We have been infonned that after the assassination the 
Cuban government instructed its eBbassies and consulates to .re
turn all files on Oswald ·to Cuba. H"hat information does NSA 
have on whether ·such instructions were issued? 

6, In connection with the answers to questions 4 and 5, please 
indicate whether such material was PJ:"ovided the Warren Cor:.LJissio:1 
and provide copies of all· documents· evidencing that fact. 

We would appreciate receiving a response to these questions 
as soon as po s·~ ib le. and to e>...-pedi te this inquiry we are sendiµg 
a copy of this letter to Mr. Foster of NSA, 

Sincerely, 

,· 

Altbn H. Quanbeck 

CC: Frank Foster 
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.L1et:Lcnmt General G;,r:fon J\,, Bl .. <ike, 
J:Ji :cc tea'" ~·!"J. tlun9.l .:S::c:; ::itr.J1:-en~ ~
P0rt Ge\.:rt,eU:- I·ii::ade 8 !·!;t'Yl?nd 

Deac· Ce:1eral Blake~ 

JUL 1 0 

In re;ard tv Dr, T0~dcll0 i::; :-eq:.:e:;t I tho m:i.ti:.inol 
·S curit;i·· Ai;cncy 1!l nuth::i!·Izcd b kel:i? .for -1 t!>. tile the f .:;l10t1ing · 
ph0togra9hlc ~u~1cs or 1tca3 ~hlch have been u~ed by the 
c·:.ic::;i:;::;i::in 1n lt!: in\.'C:::jt1intion~ 

( l) 

(2} 

(3 j 

. ( 5) 

(6) 

Th2.nk you fo"t' the cooper2tic:-i :'.illd os~.!..:Jton~c you 
J:nve ren~crod ~110 C::11::.cl:i:;1on, 

J, lee R;::mkin 
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