NATIUNAL SECURITY AGENCY
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE

FORT GEORCE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20753

R - Serial: R 0015
: 5 January 1978

lEMORANbUM FOR THE HONORABLE DERNNE SIEMER, GENERAL COUNSEL,
DEPARTMENT OF DEEENSE
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SUBJECT: ﬁeﬂdlﬁg Congre531ona} Reguests

REFERENCES: (a) 15 December 1577 letter from Senator Cccrqe
' McGovern to Secretary of Defense

(b) Undated letter received on 20 Decembar 1977
— from Congressman Louls Stokes to Director, NSa

{c) 16 December 1877 letter from Mr. Ira Nordlichr
to the Honorable Deanne Siemer

1. Referanced letters iterating rsguests for information
from the National Security Agency present two common issues: .
rnamely, whether signals intelligence information is to bz pro-
vided to Congressional Committees which exercise no traditional
oversight over intelligence matters; and, if it is to be providead,
how it is .to be dona. ©NSA Charter legislation, now in draft form,
would obligate the Director to kesp the Committees of the Congress,
naving jurisdiction over the Agency, fully and currently informed
of the Agency's activities. Provision of information to other
committess would be responsive to policy devaloped within the
community.

2.. We anticipate that requests for information, as illus-
trated by the three referenced letters, will continue to increase
and can present difficulties in maintaining good relations with
the Congress. While this Agency has been fully responsive to
the needs of the Inuelligancef Armed Services, and Appropriations
Committees, we have treated requasts for information by other
committees on a purely case-by-case basis. Several times during
the past two years, Committees-of the Congress which do not have
jurisdiction for intelligence’ oversight have approached NSA
directly for foreign signals intelligence information. In each
case it has been our understandlng that the SIGINT information
NSA has provided to the requesting committee is being used as
background information in assisting that committee in formulating
U.S. policy matters. On these infrequent occasions, NSA has
responded directly to the reguesting committee providing either
access to SIGINT product or briefings, as reguired.
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g 3. Regarding thesa thrae Specific reguests, inclosed for
B your information is a summaryv of NSA's contacts with Senator '
: HMcGovern's Subccmmitize. on Internztional Operaticns. 2s indi-
P cated in the summary and as discussed previously with Mr. Andrews
2 r your scaff, we hzve not shown nor discussed‘any material witn
: Senator McGovern's stzfF Tepresentative pending the crafting of
: an argcrevead a nderstanding by your cffice and the
3 executicn the Executive Branch ang the
P Senator. i \\
N - . \
! 4. In his letter Ta2ceived bv NSA on 20 Decemtear, RepresentaQ\
: tive Louls Stokes, Chairmen of the House Select Committes on \
: Assassinations, raguestagd Certain!information from NS2 relating 'i
i to the Cuban intelligence necwork during the periog 1858 - 1964, }
: Chairman Stokes also certifisd that &Ccess to any NSA material !
: 1¢ be restrictsed to those staff members with a TOP SECRET i
urity clearancs; accass to NSA material, of coursa, reguires f
i octrination for SI as well. No Tesponse has been made to j
: lrman Stokas® correspondence pending resolution of houw Nsa /
: dezl with nen-oversight committees. Opce that decision ;
€, we recommsnd that anv SIGINT information selactad for ’
lect Committss cn £ssassinations be provided cnly by ths .
DCI as part of 2 larger submission of data and that the /
be properly g izad. /
S. Mr. Ira Nordlicht's 15 Decesmber lethter to vou :equeSted//
formation from NSA the Zlow of ci o S h Afri
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gi stated hlS preseﬁt request 15 not related to the prav1ous

5:“‘ inguiry.

%% . : 6. The lack of an MOU or othar aQIEQd procedure for dealing

15 with requests for..SIGINT from other than the three tfadvbﬁOﬁQT

§§ oversight committess mentioned above has severaly hampered NSi's

§g ability to be responsive to the Congress. e urgantly recomnmand

2 that an agreed procedure be develogsd betwean the Exscubive end
L@glsTatlve Branches which would s2t forth the terms and condi-
tions on which sensitive cryptologic or other inteTliceﬁce
information would be provided to th2 noa-oversight committess.
In the absence of such an agreement with both the Senate Foreicn
Relations Committee and the House S@lecg Committee on Assassinam
tions, w2 cannot respond to these cueri es. e 2also recommand
that your office so advise Congressman Stokes and Mr. Nordlich:z
and also determine a proper resosonss Lo Serator icCovern
consistent with the President’'s inasiructions.

3 Copy Furnished:

ﬁ Col. Stephen Harrick
&3 OasSD (LA)
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= - SUMMARY OF SUSCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIOMAL OPERATTIONS ey

s DCRA
) o OF SENATE FORZIGN RZLATIONS COMMITTEE /
o : DISCUSSIONS WITH NSA T
) " HMAY - KOV 1977
: On 6 May 1877, Senator Georce McGovern, Chalrﬁa//éf th2 Sub-
% committee on International Operations, Senate Forei Relations
: Committee, sent a letter to WSA informing the Agensy of the Sub-
- commititee's penalng investigation into matters rs ating to (1)
the activities of intelligence agencies of.foreién nations in
the U.S. and foreign-sponsored survaillance, hetassment or intimi-
daticn of private parsons, and (2} efforts Qy foreign interssts to
influence official U.S. Government policy. e understand that o
similar letter was sent to the Secretary on/l15 June.
_ Since that time, Hr. Michael Glennon,/ Legal Counsel for the
: Senate Fore;gn Relations Committes, visi t°d NS4 on 15 Jun= to
= explain in more detail the scopzs of the Committee's lnvus:igation
= £ item (1) above: (2) whether intellidence agencies of foreign
'f nations are engaging in harassmant, int imidation and surwveillzance
B £ foreign naticnals here in the U.S,;/(b) against whom thase
; activities are directed; (c) who is performing thsse activities
. on behzli of the intelligence agenci%é; (8) how often it occurs
: and whzt form it takes; (2) where these activities ares. conducitead;
and (I) to what extent U.S. intelli% nce and law enforcemant
agancias may be ‘"cooperating” with or "“acg 1 this acti .
This 1information will, according to/M =1 t
evaluate thes extent to wnich intellig
. nations can concluds that their aciivi
- stz=ted that it was nhis intention th t
R and CIz, and wa understand hs has /don
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Although the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence has been
conduc;lng a 57m.lar lﬁvestlgaglan s,mce 'uanuary 1977 they have
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D/DIR G
DDO EX REG
Exec DDO L2211
ADLA NCRDEF
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M/R: a. On 17 May 1977, the Director proposad in a memorandum
to the DCI that the DCI assume responsibility for acting as the
focal point for regquests for intelligence informaetion from any
Committee of the Congress which coes not have direct oversicht
responsibilities. This proposal included the recommendation

that th& channel of communications for such requests should

be through a designated individual on the IC Staff and thas
responses to the Congress should flow back through the same
person, providing the DCI, on bahz of the President, the oopor-
tunity to review what intelligsncz information is made available
to the Congress. Th2 DCI has nevar responded to this memorandum.
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b. Instant memo recommends that an agreed procedure
developed between ths Executive and Legislative Branchas which
would set forth the terms and conditions on which sensitive
cryptologic or other intelligence information would be provided
to the non-oversight committess. It also recommends 0SD GC
c¢es background information
rences a and c¢) for SIGINT

assume action on R/S 5307 and provi
on two Congressional reguests (reis
information now pending in OSD.
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c. Deadline on R/S 5307 response to Ms. Siemar extended
to 4 January per Col. Steve Barrick, ATSD(LA), and Mr. Bob
Andrews, OSD(GC).

) d. -Mr. Yeates, Exec DDO, ané Mr. Brady, GC, concur.
Classification reviewed by Mr. Michael Levin, D4.
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JULIA{WETZEL, U2, 3Y6ls, 4 Jan-78 , bj
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