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MEMORANDUM FOR TmE HONORE

BLE DEANNE SIEMER, GENERAL COuNsEgr,
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

S
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SUBJECT 'Pendiﬁé Congressional Requests

REFPERENCES - {a) 15 Deeember 1977 letter fFrom Senator Gecrge
McGovern tgo Seeretery Of Defense

(b} Undatea letter recesiveg on 20 December 19877
from Congressman Louis Stokes to Director, wsa

{e) 18 December 1977 letter from Mr. Ira Nordliche
to the Honorabile Deanne Siemer
L. Referenced letters itereting regquests f£or information
from the National Security Agency present two common issues:

hamely, whether signals intelligence information is to be pro-
vided %o Congressional Committees which e

» L it is to be provided,
> NS& Charter legieletienﬁ now in draft form,.

committees of the Congress,
having jurisdiction over the Agency, fully ang currently informed

Of the Agency's activities. Provision of information to other

committees would be responsive to policy developed withip the
Community. )

2. Ve anticipate thag reguests for infermetieny as illus~

trated by the three referepceg letters, will continue to increase
elations with

the Congress. ‘While this Agency has beep fully responsive to
the needs of the Intelligenece, Armed Services, and Appropriations
Committees, we have treatead regquests for information by other
committees on a purely case=by-case basis. Several times during
the past ¢wo Years, Committees . of the Congress which do not have
juriedieti@ﬁ for intelligen@e“@vereight have approached NS&
direectly for foreign signals intellicence information. 1In &ach
case it has been our understending that the sigrnT information

backgroung information in assisting that committee in formulating
U.s. policy matters. On these infreguent @ceasi@nsg &SA hee
responded directly to the requesting e@mmittee_pr@v;dlng elther
access to SIGINT product or briefings, as reguired.,
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3. Regarding these three specific reguests, inclosed for
your information is a summary of NSA's contacts with Senator
McGovern's Subcommittee on International Cperations. As indi--
cated in the summary and as discussed previcusly with Mr. Andrews
of your staff, we have not shown nor discussed any material with
Senator McCGovern's staff representative pending the drafting of
an approved memorandum of understanding by your cffice and the
execution of such an MOU between the Executive Branch and the
Senator. _ A

> ks

4. In his letter received by NSA on 20 December, Representa-
tive Louis Stokes, Chairman of the House Select Committee on a
Assassinations, requested certain information from NSA relating
to the Cuban intelligence network during the period 1959 - 1964.
Chairman Stokes also certified that access to any NSA material
would be restricted to those staff members with a TOP SECRET
security clearance; access to NSA material, of course, reguires
indoctrination for SI as well. No response has been made to
Chairmen Stokes’ correspondence pending resolutiocn of how NSA
should deal with non-oversight committees. Once that decision
is made, we recommend that any SIGINT information selected for
the Select Committee on Assassinations be provideé only by the

DoD or DCI as part of a larger submission of data and that the ;
SIGINT be properly sanitized.

~

v_*‘\ -
4

& Gy Meme Pl oo o g

S T e SUT N R e e

. 59 o o O p= 9Dy » Juseo Lo
S 138 MPRAINIT RIEAITEY D gy ¢

D580 378000003 b HuBoldsoebetelS DisTaN




responsive to t+he Congress, e urgently recommend
Procedure be developad between the

Executive and
nches which would ses forth the terms and conti-

sensitive Cryptologic or other intelligence

Wwould be providea to ths nhon-oversighe Ccommittes

an agreement with both the Senate For
28 Committee and the House Select Committee on AsSsass
tions, we Cannot respond to these cueries. Ve 2lso recommen
that your office so advise Congressnman Stokes and pr. Norgli
and also determine & proper responss to Senator McCovern
consistent with the President's instructions.
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Viece Admiral, u, g. Navy
Direct@r, “iS5A/Chief, Css

Incl:
a/s o=

Copy Furnished:
Col. Stephen- Harrick
QASD {LA) -7
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Serial: NOOLS

cc: DIR Vv

D/DIR G

DDO : EX REG
Exec DDO L2211
%%i@é - NCRDEF
Uz D 5

M/R: 2. On 17 May 1977, the Director proposed in a memorandum
to the DCI that the DCI assume responsibility for acting as the
focal point for requests for intelligence information from any
Committee of the Congress which does not have direct oversight
responsibilities. This proposal included the recommendaticn
that the channel of communications for such reguests should

be through a designated individual on the IC Staff and that
responses to the Congress should £low back through the same
person, providing the DCI, on kehalf of the President, the oppor-
tunity to review what intelligance information is made avallable
to the Congress. The DCI has never responded to this memorandum.

b. Instant memc recommends that an agreed procedure be
developed between the Executive and L@g£sﬂa&¢vg Branches which
would set forth the terms and conditions on which S@nSltlvw
cryptologic or other intelligence information weould be provided
to the non-oversight committess. It also recommends 08D GC
assume action on R/S 5507 and provides background information
on two Congressional reguests (references a and ¢) for SIGINT
information now pending in 08D. :

c. Deadline on R/S 5507 response to Ms. Siemer extendsd
to 4 January per Col. Steve Harrick, ATSD(LA), and Mr. Boo
Andrews, OSD{GC“

a. Mr Yeates, Exec DDO, and Mr. Brady, GC, concur.
Clagssification reviewed by Mr. Michael LeVlmﬁ D4,

/fg\X-ZVA, §§7/<49?%12C;Z/A

JULIA Wg¢zzzﬁ U2, 3Y¥6ls, 4 Jan-78 , bj




