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MEMORANDUM FOR.TEE HONORABLE DEANNE SIEMER, GEME!!hL COUMSEL, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
I 

SUBJECT~ Pendin·g Congression©il Requests 

~ay 15 December 1911 letter from Senator George 
McGovexn to Secretary of Defense 

~b} Undated let:IJ:er re6eived on 20 December 1971 
from Congressman Louis Stokes to Director

0 

NSA 

~c~ l~ December 1911 letter from Mro Ira Nordlicht 

lo ~eferenced letters iter~ting requests for information 
trom the lililll:fonal Secm:i!:y Agency presenl: l:wo """'""'" issues: . 
Elin11ely, whether sign"ls i111C:elligenee info=aUm1 is to be pm· 
vided to Congressional Commlttees which exercise no traditional 
D~r•igbt aver intalligeaca ~ttera; •ad, iZ it i• to be provided, 
how ii: b to be done. NSA Cbarter legislation, now in drnft form, 
would obligal:e the Dheetor l:o keep l:be CornmiUee• of Hie Congress, 
having jurisdiction aver tbe Agency, fully and currently informed 
of the Agency'~ ~ctiviti~~o ~rovision of information to other 
coxnmittee~ would be respon~ive to policy developed within the 

to the Honorable Deanne Siemer 

icom.muni ty o ci· 

2o- We ~nticipate that request~ for information
9 

as illus= 
trated by the three referenced letter~ 0 will continue to increase 
and can )l;n:eseri,.t, difficulties in maintaining good relation~ with 
the Congress. ~While this Agency has been fully responsive to 
the needs of the Int~llig~nee 0 Ax:med Services

0 
and Appropriations 

Co:oomittees; 11 we lh.©1.ve t.ieeated r~quests for :information by other 
committee$ ou a purely eas~~by~case ba$i~, Several times during 
the pa~t two years 0 Comrnitte~~-of the Congress which do not have 
juri~di~tioti ior intelligenee"ov~zsight have approached NSA 
directly Eo~ foreign ~ignal~ intelligence inlormation, Iu ~ach 
ease it has been our understanding that the SIGINT information 
NSA has provi~ed to the ~equ~sting comm.i~tee is being used as 
background information in assisting that committee in formulating 
UoSo policy matterso On thes~ infrequent occasionso NSA has 
responded directly to the riequesting COl:llrllit.tee providing either 
access to SIGINT.product or briefingso as required

0 
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3o Regarding these three specific requests
0 

inclosed for 
your information is a sum.~ary of NSAus contacts with Senator 
McGovernus Subcommittee on International Operationso As indi~ 
ca ted in the SUIDlfiary and as discussed . previously with JHr D Andrews 
of your .staff 0 we have not shown nor discussed any material with 
Senator McGovernus staff representative pending the drafting of 
an approved memorandum of understanding by your office and the 
execution of. such an MOU between the Executive Branch and the 
Senator a ~ ~ 

~" In his letter received by NSA on 20 December; Representa~ 
tive Louis Stokes 0 Chairman of the House Select Com.mittee on ·· 1 

Assassinations 0 requested certain information from NSA relating 
to t:.he Cuban intelligenc;e network during the period 1S59 ~ 1964. 
Chairman Stokes also certified that access to any NSA material 
would be restricted to those staff members with a TOP SECRET 
security clearance' access to NSA material 0 of course~ requires 
indoctrination for SI as wello No response has been made to 
Chairman Stokes 0 correspondence pending resolution of how NSA 
should deal with non~·oversight co:mrai ttees o Once that. decision 
is made 0 we recommend that any SIGINT information selected for 
the Select ColiTimittee on Assassinations be provided only by the 
DoD or DCI as part of a larger submission of data and that the 
SIG INT lbe properly sani ti:t;;ed o . =={,' 
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6. Th• la~k 6f an MO~ or other •greed procedure for d••ling 
with requests for SIGINT t!:om ot!cer than the three traditional 
oversight cornmi ttees mentioned abova has severely ha1moen'd NS.\"• 
ability to be responsive to the Co"gress.. \'le urcrennv reconc:e;,d 
that an agreed procedure be developed between tb; Exe~utive and 
Legislative Branches which would set forth the terms and co~di­
tions on which sensitive cryptologic or other intelligence 
inforw.a tion would be provided to th~ non-ova;:: sight co"'"'i t te<>s, 
In the abaenca of such an agreement with ~th the Senate Po:eoga 
Re la Uons Cornmi ttee and the Ho us a Se lee t Conm1i Uee on Ass ass ba­
ti ons, we cam:io t respond to these queries. Ha also re co'"'"'"'" 
that your office so •dvise Congresonaa Stokes •~d Mr. Kordlicht 
and also deter.mine a prciper respo:::1s;;;; to Senator NcGm1ern 
consistent with the President 0 s instructi6ns. 

Incl~ 

a/s 

Copy Furnished~ 
Col. Stephen.Har.rick 
OASD (LJ\.) 

j~Vl-.. . 
{jl/Qy~~1'}-L~~---· 

B. R., INR.l\N 
Vice Admiralu U. S. Navy 
Director t :-IS1\/Chief, CSS 
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M/R~ ~L On 17 May 1977 c Director proposed in a rnernora.ndtM!l 
to the DCI that the DCI assume responsibility for acting as the 
focal point for requests fer intelligence information froill ari.y 
Committee of the Congress which does not have direct oversight 
responsibilitieso This propos~l included the recommendation 
that the channel of communicatio~s for such requests should 
be through a designated individual on the IC Staff and that 
responses to the Con~ress shou flow back through the sa.~~ 

personp providing the DCIP on behalf of the President. 0 the O??Or= 
tunity to review what intelligerH:::e fo::J':'m©i:tion is made availabl~ 
to the Congr:ess o The DCI has never responded to this :memor.a.'1d'!lmo 

bo Instant rnerno recommends that an agreed procedure be 
developed between the Executive and Legislative Branches whi~h 
would set forth the terms and conditions on '1:1hich sensitiv& 
cryptologic or other intelligence info.rrnation be provided 
t.o the non=oversight coxn,x1'.itteeso It also recowrH~rid~ OSD GC 
assume action on R/S 5501 and provides b~ekground inf orm~tion 
on two Congressional requests (reference~ a ~nd c) for SIG!NT 
infoUTI.ation now pending in OSDo 

Co Deadline on R/S 55011 re~ponse to Mso SieF.ler exte::ided 
to 4 Januaby per Col. Steve HarrickQ ATSD(LA}p and Mro Bob 
Andrews p OS.D {GC}. 


