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"> COMMENT ON CASTRO'S RBACTION TO DEATH OF KERWEDY
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Late Friday afternocn emd through the aight a lazge movement
of troops begem here, They were sen® to eake up positieoms
and reinforce strateglé positions arouwnd Havans end the northern
coast of the island becguse of the assassinetion of President
REMNNEDY, Ssturday evenlng FIDEL CASTRO eppesred om television
and spoke about the death of KENVEDY and tried to refute chaxcges
which had already eppeared inthe United States that the 28sassin
was & Marxist and & Commmist Castroite, Although it was only
the third time thet I had witnessed & speech by FIDBL, X got the
immediate impression thet on this occesion he was frightemed, if
not terrified, e vt oy however, confirmed that
impression -and indicated suxprise ag this hgsty jump inte
the arens to demouce imsinuations which were merely frem
news and mongovernmentsl egemcies, Im fact, it is the general
opinden 1< . T "hediveles that CASTRO fesred that the
assassination would be the spring which would wnlessh passions
and violent end blimnd hysteria of the American pecple ageinst
Cube and Russia and provide the excuse which up Lo now was
Lacking to Jjustify internationally em imvesion of Cubs, There
is talk agein ebeut the coincidence of rumors concerning &
ceidsis at the end of the year (7 ! i

FIDEL, emotiomal smd wmessy, tried through the same
telegrams of the Ametiéam news egencies to refiute the sccusa-
tiens whith were them appearing end to twist them so that the
assassination would eppess as the work -of the Ultra Reactionm,

- of the extreme wacists of the Pentigon, wio sre fenaticel
supporters of war against Cube and the Soviet Uniom.
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He (B val sketched) the life of LEE OSWALD amd showed
with these telegrems that after his trip to Russie OSHALD
seemed o be supported by forces of the Right and that even
coumtercevolutionary civeles suspected that he was an agent
of the Clécor the FBI., This caused CASTRO te wondesw wnether
the assissin was not the mere instrument of & monsEreus plot
of Americen militerists who, by elimingting KENNEDY, would
put JOHNSON in & postion from which there would be only ome - -
way out: Go drein off emnti-Cube- hysteria by en action of
deelared war,

Be thet as it may, CASIRO tried to bring forwerd any
possible formal accusatiens agsinst Cuba, clamoring thet all
people should demend that the death of KENNEDY should be
clarified and harping on the theme thaz : KENWEDY was being
ferociously attacked because of his weak poliey egeainst Cubs
end Russia end therefore, his death could met be the work
of Leftists, since 1t would only benefit the fntentions of the
Ultrs Reaction emd the Rightists.

I must inform you thet the essassination did met cause
a great deal ef consternatiom im combterrevolutionary cireles
in the interior, disillusioned as they were with the
"weakness” of KENNEDY, especiglly aftez. his speesch in Miewms,
from which they expected meassures or decisions to intervene
in Cuba which would pressge the fortheoming end of the
Communist regime of FIDEL CASTRO,
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