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SECRH IGMBO 

Sepi;ember 18, 1964 

Un1dent1r1e4 Horth Vietnamese Fleet Command Authorit7 
In D1n-ot'-C-ommunicat1on Y11m: Ll.kely A ttaok Cra:rt 

nie· Guir· ·or ·Tonkin 1il tuatiori Report ·Number 1, which was prepared 
_ by the National Security Agency and circulated on the evening o:r 
- ..... ,.September 18, 1964~ amitted mention: ·or three.· or portions of' three, 

~s-as.ges -"1hloh were passed· between lfo·rtlf Vietnamese Naval units 
tha~ 1mply the h1gheat.1evel or nava1 control being exercised over 
the "North v1·etnamea• boat• probably involved 1n the attack on 
the De ·soto pa tx-ol Septembel" 18. 

Sub-unit Six Ordered to "Communicate With 'K' " 

At about noon on September 17 ( 0452 Z September' 17 ), Sub-unit 
6 of' the North Vietnameae· Southern Fleet waa al.erted by 1ta parent 
headquarters at Ben Thuy of the presence or the deat·royers or the 
De Soto patrol and ordered to commiin1Ga:te direct1y w1 th _-ttic", an 
u:n1aent1f1ed fleet command ·autho·r1ty a:t Por·t Wal1ut~- As Port Wallut 
is headquarters or the ·North V1etnameae Nctrthern Fleet• th1a can 
be construed as unusual oommunloat1ona ·arrangedment,· and as will 
be shown one probao1y· oriented to ·the presence o:f the De Soto patrol 

Sub-unit Six Boat Skipper Asks About Orders !o Fight 

In the atternoon or September l. 7 ( 0832Z -September 17) Tonkin 
Bay time, the deputy commander of Sub;..unlt Six and probably the 
skipper of Swatow claaa PQM .. 495, ·aaked the commander of Sub-unit 
Six to 1et him know whether he had ·rece1 ved { one processing 
reads ·•whether you have· not yet -received" 1 "orde~.* to f"igbto" 

Haiphong Ord~ Coastal Radar Stations To Report Continuosul1 To "K" 

On the morning or September 18 Tonkin .Bay time (0254Z September 
18), the day of the attack , what appears to be North Vietnamese 
naval headquarters at Haiphong ordered the coastal radar station 
at~ Duo (probably 17..;14.lT"l.00-41 E) to "report continuously back 
to K 1n a message that otherwise notified the station or the 
presence oft be De Sot~ _Patrol destroyers. 
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In sum, thes'e three messages imply a very high level or t:::::·.:·.-.-.-.-

North Vietnamese naval control over the probably attack vessels ::::::::::::: 
and this co:mman~!l"'PBf"~n1 toring or the De Soto patrol• s course. r::::::·:,-::·~ 
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