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Au~ust 10, 1964 

MEMO;t.'\NDUA-1 FOB.: The Secretary 

FROM IN R - Thomas L. Hughes 

.3UBJECT LvD De.::iotr Patrol Chronolo5y 

Attached ia the oificial 00.U chronology for t.he record on 
the .i:ie.;loto Patrol incidents last week. It has ~one forward to t!le 
;white House. 

This is an adequate and routine 9um.rr.a.ry. L1e foHowin~ iive 
i->oints do not perhaps come through tbis chronology .a::1 3har?ly 
.la they mi~ht and I list them only for clarification. 

l. rhe order to attack on August Z (first Maddox incident) 
seems to have been given when Maddox was on the leg ai its ~a.trol 
closest to the oav mainland. .Shortly thereafter ~•iaddox reached 
its closest ~oint to the nBinland (11 miles from shore, and 9 fron~ 
.-ion~ .island). 

~. rlowever. it ..vas pursued and attacked ,,,,hile ~oing in a 
3outheasterly direction, a-Nay from the mainland. 3i.nce the attacking 
unit• were under orders to keep in close touch with headquarters 
at all times, it ia 11nllkely that they pursued the US vessel out to 
sea on their own initiative. Furthermore, the second attack, 
,., bile poss i.bl y ordered when Maddox ·N as rel a ti vel y cloa e to s bore , 
took place about bO mile• to sea, re!lectiag a. high. command 
decision to pursue the aasault. 

3. The command chain Nas Hanoi to Haiphon" (Naval Head­
quartera) to Port N allut (Northern Fleet base) to the PGM'a in 
control 0£ the attack (apparently Tl4l. and T146 in the first assault). 
All this aho proves it to be a Dil.V operation. 

4. The Maddox waa closely shadowed between the first and 
second attacka especially during dayllght hours. 
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5. There were about 36 hours between the OP 34A raid on 
Hon Me and Hon Ngu and the assault on the Maddox. It is possible 
that the DRY looked upon the Maddox approach to its shores as 
the sign of another imminent attack. But the time gap of a day and 
a half, the Maddox pulling away from shore as daylight ended, and 
DRV experience with an earlier and similar destroyer patrol in 
February-March 1964 make this unlikely. 
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.;u1r l-0 • 

.l7l0 iwo i,;R'/ V4..lllSClS 'iU2 .a~ 'rl46 rer<OTt. {!fset~ att:!d. r.'.)n t;r.m ;.c. 
l'i.ll:!e of attack .set. .at 1656. Efforu t~' cat.ch tho foe .it 831) 
fail aai they return t ... " , ~rt l ~JO. 

July .31 ... 

1JS4 

1920 

,l,aJ.~\i..St l -

1415· 
142.2 

lb27 

. \uhust l -

'.J?'I 1N1:1e 1t ~" ihuy ('.:$o~h.crn t:ase} r~{-O?'t~ "i.L~i\t ir:t~ .:if 
"e ncs1·" ve ssc l - .. ;l'Mioox - .2. t~ !l!!: f roo:t L )". ' ~;a • r hi 3 i:.; ·!"• . .,; 

"". ~'t.• 

f i r3t ;if.,\.' ~il::Xt i(>lJ of : ic::;or:c ~::iu-.~l f(\T .)ch·· 't;,.:11;:a .• 

!otense C('l\fera!''!' ~f :~tl~:.0:1 rep..:;rted; dC.t•.atl c.cv~r:.n:e t:lt:·~"" 

sir.ce ltlOO a11ctcontin.:c:u.-;. ;_iµv : "~ 1 fats.)n ':·ri."tcst·· tc; HT 
nvcr th: attru:~ uf July .3~ • 

0309· ~lkV close track .,r "\la~<~. 
\l13Z 

0431 '..~ldo1. tnckoo by ~id r.wt,ar Sio.t • :~atrol toat~ TU~ ~tK! il46 
a~ ~otor to17.·«ic flotilla llS (Tlll. TJJt. Tll~) ~•' throo~h 
tol'f=eGo attacl. ~aiJ mA!lOOr >SOS (u11known) '4.5 derted. 

a-44' "fl42 rc?')rts to ?ort %11ut (oot'thcrn base) t!":it it roccived 
orders to atuck. 

~.r r.' 0807/3 DRV attack on !..faddc>J. #t 19-4l\!ii anJ 100-lJlft r:. ;\t the tiso five 
of tl1e MYer. PRV vetse:Js in l"ort •llut area were near or er9'a&c;c 
in the a~tact. {Tl42, il4~, Tl33• Tll6, Tll9}. 

0830 US planes coui.tcr-attactr, sin!liD« T339, aid damgi~ Tllc, seTiowsly, 
T33.S less seriously. 
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ii.U:'.{USt 2 (Coot.) 

A.u;,ust 3 • 

lJ.8SS· T HZ :nessaite:J tr<itddr.:£ ~~.:Oto. 
~59 

i.oJte rn 
(\4.ty: ·.t>rth Fleet active: :in :-:1:-1 11 rz:H; Tl4.!, ··:Thi; T31!J f'.at). 

l'.336(hit), 3 unidenfifiec1.·r2:u :m<l ont'! 1~~J¥..."WT1 '.X>t1t ~eaJeJ ai..:ay 
fnll'!k the Cc:I!ihat ;;.rea. 

·1.Hl POV rqort: tr.ickin~ vC's•wls .,it b'-i~ ., l,Jf.F to 19·1~~: iLJt;-02:~ 

arouro ·UQOZ. 

!J6tlC ;}fV tr~Un~ the destrcvor~ 

1240 'lbi.kiox ~ys .if.ttack h"imintmr. 

1336 tJe~:Oto Patn:il,i-epurteJ si1:htinr. 2 5\IT'facE< cTnft ~md 3 nir,raft. 
four aircraft launched fr0!.111 Th:ooderor,a followw lrf ~ aircraft Hftccn 
~irutes later. 

1408 TiconcJeJ"O&B reported that .aircraft si~ht~ Jisapp~re-J frOill rtldaT 
~een. :-iurface cna.ft fi1Blnt.ainin£ 27 nile distance. Alrcraft 
patrol over i)e~)oto Patrol. , 

143'4 TicondeTOga reported tYO original boats ope~ to 40 niles. Three 
new boats cooucted at ll •tles. EYaluated as hostile. 

1440 DeSoto r•nttol (U~5S ~ and USS Turner Joy) ~rtetl h\tereepting 
cOSNnicatioB that (ORV) Pi boat attack hllllnent. Patrol positlcxt 
19.7 ~ 107.0 E (75 miles off coast) head.ins !Olltheast. 


