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INFO: HO NSAPAC 

S B C R B T R!MB8 

8205/251/64 WP ---=1=1=3-

SUBJ: DESOTO SUPPORT 
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1. HAVE INDICATIONS THAT USN-27 AND USS MADDOX·WERE INC UliICATIONS 

PRIOR TO 2 AUGUST INCIDENT. REQUEST YOU PROVIDE BY IMMED PRECEDENCE 

RUN-DOWN SUCH COMMS. PARTICULARLY NEED INFO ON ANY EARLY WARNING 

WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN PASSED TO INCLUDE NATURE OF WARNING 

41~FO NEEDED TO ROUND-OUT DOCUMENTATION OF SIGINT SUPPORT 

MADDOX PRIOR TO THE ATTACK. 2. FYI ALL CONCERNED MOST G TIFIED 

WITH ROLE OF SIGINT PRODUCERS, EXPECT APPROPRIATE BOUQUET 

FORTHCOMING 

M/R: Request for field activity action in support of B2 ffort to 
document SIGINT support to the USS MADDOX prior to the at ack by 
DRV Naval craft on 2 August. 
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ACTION PRl!C:ltDl!NCI! INFO PftltCEDENCI! SPECIAL HANDLING 

COPY NR. 
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l'ROMs NSAPAC REP PHIL DATE1 5 AUG 64 ·ACT: 
INFO: 

TOa DI RN SA ADV COPY: B2 

INFO: HQ NSAPAC 

S E C R E T K!MS6 

F42/7SBJ3 PW 1!35 

SUBJ: DESOTO SUPPORT 

REF: B2J35/251 J34J3J328Z 

1. REGRET EXCESSIVE DELAY IN RESPONSEo COMMUNICATIONS 

DIFFICULTIES DELAYED RECEIPT OF INFO HEREo 

2. INFO FORWARDED TO MADDOX-CONSISTED OF THE SEVERAL 

REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE PERIOD (2/0/VHN/R25, 27, 28 AND 

~29) PLUS A NUMBER OF TRANSMISSIONS CONTAINING PARTIAL 

TRANSLATIONS/GISTS OF INTCPD MSGS ALONG WI'l:H THEIR TIMES 

G INTCPT. HEREWITH CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF THESE 

TRANSMISSIONS (READ DTG OF XMISS!ON 1 TEXT OR SERIAL NR 

OF REPT). 01J3535Z: BADLY GARBLED MSG FROM BEN THUY TO 

PXI ENTITY REPORTS SIGHTING ENEMY VESSEL 20 NAUTICAL 

MILES FROM LY MUA (17-38N 1J36-3J3E) BEARING ((J3))50 

EJL/RC/5-3-55 
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PROMs DATEa 

T01 
DEGREES. TOI: 31192!2lZ j2l 1 j(j546Z: 2/Q/VHN/R25-64 

!2ll 130¢Z" 377 (U/l AS TO TYPE/CLASS} LOCATED EAST OP HON !GUS 

(18·-47-·48N U5~·45-!2l8 ELM TOI j(jll23!2lZo !2ll172!2lZ: A~ 01162 Z 

BEN THUY SENT A MESSAGE TO 255 { (l.JNIDENT AS TO TYPE/CLASS 

lNI•'ORMING THEM IT HAD BEEN DECIDED TO FIGHT THE ENEMY TON rGHT. 

2.55 WAS AI.SO QUERIED NF THEY HAD RECEIVED THE ENEMY'S 

CHANGE FROM 520 ((UNIDENT))o !Zl1183!2lZ~ AT !Zll1652Z AN UNI 

ENTITY SENT A MESSAGE TO COMPANY 510 ((PROBABLY OBSERVATI 

STATION ON HON ME ISLAND 19-21N ·105-SGE)) AND SWATOW CLAS PGM 

~ T146 INFORMING THEM 'nf.AT AT !2l11B!2l!2lG AN ENEMY TACK VESSEL S 

ELeyEN NAUTICAI .. MILES SOUTHEAST OF HON ME ON A BEARING OF 168 

DEGREES. ((MULTIPLE PART MSG INCOMPLETE)) D j(j 11846Z: AT 1311755Z 

PORT WALLUT INFORMED TE T146 THAT THREE VESSELS FROM BATT. LION 135 

( (UNIDEN'I.')) HAVE BEEN ORDERED 'I'O ARRIVE AT ( (C AL HOON NE ) ( ( 17-54-40N 

1 J36~·0J3-49JE)) BEFORE 9}39J9JG ON 02 AUGUST" REMAINDER OF T · GARBLED. 

J312!2l32Z: AT J311641Z MSG ZCLHEN UN'IDENT ENTITIES INDICT T COP ON 

HON ME IS "TO OBSERVE ALL SHIPS AND DIRECT SAME TO THEIR BJECTIVE." 
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DATE1 

TOa 
SAME COP DIRECTED "TO ~NVESTIGATE I1ACH T.RAY RIVER ESTUARY 

(20-49N 1!216-37~) SO THAT ON jZl2 AUG "SHIPS CAN BE DIRECTED TO. 

ENTER AN NAP {20-35N 1!216·-·l7E)" IN VIEW PREVIOUS MSG INDI"' 

DEC"!'.SION TO REQUEAECO DESTOT' BEL.I'.EVE ABOVE MAY IND!C THAT 

FISHING VEESELS TO BE CLEARED FROM VCCINITY ON HON MEa Oli 

31 JULY POSSlBI.Y 1 jZI FISHING VESSELS ON HON ME" ON 31 JUL'" 

POSSIBLY 1 ¢ FISH1NG VESSELS OPERA1'JLNG '::'HIS ARElL 012flJ58Z AT 

012¢13Z THE T377 ((SWATOW CLASS PGM)) NOTIFIED BEN THUY THAT 

THE UNIT LAUNCHED AT 023¢G AND WAS WAI'I"ING QTE FIVE LIEN 

UNQTE NORTHWEST OF HON NGUn 

012152Z: 2/Q/VHN/R27·-·64 

02¢414Z: 2/Q/VHN/R28-64 

021232Z: 2/Q/VIIN/R.29·-64 
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