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After a violent p~e9aratory boDbfed~IBnt, 
the German ff'r~cs ( b~:'l l. :i.eved to be about i+ l'.l v:l­
B ions) opposj_nz tile J\.L:. :·_ed landlng fore es { 4 to 
c.. di v1· '"'1° on~) i' n the 1~~ 1,·t··no dj ···t·-"j nt a·r· 0.63r;J 0···1 
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16 February laur·.c!lecl ::i i_;tacks E~outht-wst, ::i'Js..1th 
and east of the AprJ.Lta R . .R. Stat ion and from 
southv.iest of Gir; terna :J.o a southerly 2:nd south­
\f~ester ly direct:ton .. 'fi1t::· situ.f~tion :J.s deve~'..op1ng 
fa~'ora'"'l"r for t 1-e C'eY''TI"rl'" .. ~ • \.' ~ [, ...J., ~..\ • , I J ~ i ,,# .. L.t ,;i. ,•,J • 
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enemy, he :ls ln t:n~te1:· <:onf us ion in th:i.s :s(seto:c 
and is preparing ~o s?nd airborne reinforcements 
from Naples. 
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