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DEPART:O:JT OF STAT~ 

FOR TH~ :PRES~ APR..J:L 3, l9Z3 

$eotion 2 of House Resolution 4220,, \1.n1oh is understood 
to hn~e passed tne House thia afternoo~~ was augsootod by t~c 
Dopnrt~ont of Stato for the purpose of protootins our d1plo~ 
mo.tic (jades o.nd tb rlo.ko poss1blo tho ptoacdUt1C)~ of a.ny po't'son 
S\111 ty of to.1t1.pori?l8 with thoip.. 

Tho first ho.lf of tho bill is desirod by otuor Dopnrtme.nts 
to prove.at tno so.lo of doQUlllonts coming into the possession of 
o.iploycoa of the Govorainant. Tho bill in effect is an o.ncndP-
11tont to House Ros. 11057 \7hJ.c~'l uo.s introduced in tho House of 
RoprasOJ.1to.t1vcs on .April l, 1932, o.t tho instance of other 
Dapnrtnonts of the Govcrnnant. 

'1':10 bill is in no .11ac i11tcndod as o. lilll.ZZlc o:r: oonso-:11·,1p 
of the press, 

Report l!o, 1099 of i:4'3 :aouse of R.J;>rosento.t1vcs, 72d 
Oon.groes, lat Session, contr.i.J.ns a.::i oxtrnot of u letter :f'rom 
tho Soorotary of t_:.o Intor1or to t 'lO O.J.:. lr1:io.n of tho Oommi ttoe 
on tho Judioiary da.tod Uarc~ 161 1932: 

11 ln 1930 v/C ~lrit=' t 10 l,lP,!Ortun"l.tO OXp<"r1once Of ho.ving an 
Ortlp.loyeo of tnie d' pnrt110At sell for $1~,, 000 to o. JTe1 York 
ncwepapor a distortJon of corto.in record~ upon r~ich ho had 
boon asked to I!lalco e. ):oport to tJ.'l~ Gocrctery5 As you kno\t,, 
tao reoprda of t.aia dopo.rt11ant include tra...-...srt tionei J.nvol ir1ng 
o:i.l,,. gas,, :Cr'ldicn no.ttora,, oonstruction ooi1trf1r ts, t,to., ag­
groga.tint 11-i,ny tr1.illJ.one of dollo.re eaoh yoc:i.r, as wc..11 o.s the 
:teco:cda l.Il a 1argc nu11bor of disputes ad.Judioo.ted by tnc Lro1d 
Offico eao~ yoar~ some of them 1~volving tho U.n1ted Statoa as 
a party~ Pu.blio intaiost requires that such rooorda bo pro­
tected;. f!lcre is no remedy o.t presont ot~cr t~1a.n d1s,iJ.11:1f"'al 
of the 01.'lployco for sale o£ such l'1Q.t o-ric.l. This 0111 1ould 
corroct tho.t s1tua.tJ.on.11 

1 


