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1. The :Boe.rd met. at 10: 30 A.I·!., March 10, 1938, in the office of 
the E:ecutive Officer, OCSi&() • .All r.iembers ;;>resent except ?".a.jor :&rel.ming 
on leave. 

2. The Board e:ra.rlined the following inventions submitted and ma..~es 
the reco!!l!!!enaations indicated with respect to each. 

!:• A. simple cipher device BO.bmi tted by 1-!r. Will1a.I!J. F. Priedraa.n, 
employ-ad in the Signal Intelligence Section of the War Plans and T1•aining 
Division, OOSigO, with his :ciemorandum. a! f.~ 17, 1237. The Board finds 
that the invention has insu:t'ficient nilitarJ w.lue to tm.rra.nt obtaining a 
patent at Government 8X,9ense. The Board recol!ILlends tbat 1-il". Friedca.n be 
per:c.i tted to obtain :pa.tents at his own expense if he so desires. .Although 
no reason is now foreseen for assigw:ient on the pa.rt of the inventor of a 
nonexclusive license to the Government under such ::;>atent, it should be 
understood that this action can be required on the part of the inventor at 
a:IJ.'3' fUture ti!:J.e it JJaY ap-gear desirable. 

b. A. devico for 18.1'ing field \'lire or cable in a trench submitted 
through the .A.d,jutant General. by Private Stuart A. Ravenbyrne, Hq. Btry. 6th 
F • .A..Brigade, Ft. Sheridan, Illinois. The Board finds that: 

(1) The invention has possible militaey value. 

(2) The invention need not be kei;t secret. 

( 3) Th.at the i!l.ventor desires to obtain a patent under 
the provisions of Par. 5, A.R. 850-50. 

(4) The alleged invention is duplicated in principle 
by equi!'ment alreo.dy available on the comrH~rcial market and the 
dif:f'ere?J.ce in details does not constitute suf:.:'icient grou."ld for 
patent application. 

The l3oard recomnends that the inventor be informed throu.dl the Ac1jutant 
General to this effect. 
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