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Edgar Allan Poe in the 1840ts rekindled l.Ilterest in 
cryptograpby"by his story "The Gold Bug" and a couple 
of essays and stories on ciphers and deciphering. 
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Cipher deVJ.ce used by the Confederate .Army, during 
the Civ:i.l War. Captured at Mobile in 1865. 

L"9Nothing but the old Vigen~re cipher with repeating 
key. Many messages intercepted and deciphered py 
Federals, who had a few skilled operators. Ads in 
Richmond papers for persons skiJ.led in deciphering 
shows the Confederates lacking,./ 
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1'_1. After Civil War 'Use of crypt in U.~ .. ~mb.tary affairs 
went into decline during long period of peace, broken 
onl;Y\briefly by Spanish-Amer.ican War. 

l. ... W.D. ~1. Code to Insure ..Secrecy of Telegrams 1885. 
Pub. GP0--1886. Based on Slater 1.s Code. 
Spanish-American War - "11'1'1" 

4. 1899 CSO undertakes preparation of suitable code. 
Econonw featured. Workmi personally done b~ C@. 
As temporary expedient used W.D. Tel. CodJ~wl\"li ~ 
11Prelimnary W. D. Tel Code11 of 4000 special words 
and phrases -- late 99 or early 1900. 

1 5. 1902 - Cipher of the WD - published by TAG and only on 
6. l.906 - WD Tel Code 1906 - by Greely 

'7. 1915 - WO Tel Code 1915 - published in Cleveland by 
private printers 
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For World War I 

0 With Hertz's discovery of so-called Hertzian waves 
and 'Marconi's practical demonstration of signalling 
by 0wireless~, a new era in Illl.litary communications 
was ushered in. And also a new era in cryptology. 
The first wide usage of wireless or radio, as it soon 
came to be called, was in World War I. But develop­
ments in cryptography lagged a bit, as we shall see.• 


