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It .. tlo. .l.~1 in ths Fab)·an Collection, now in th.1 Itare Hook 
Rooa of the !tibt'•ry of Oonsrea1 b Cav• Beck' a I~t! Q.n1v•i'ffl 
Cbat1,ter, etc., printed in London in 1657. 

A• you p~~haps know, a f<tw of my ae8oaia.t•• ·and I have been 
inte:re!!tecJ for a number of y•r• an<~ as • purely leisure-tb!e 
home project, in t.r.Yinl to italc• 1101Je Hn&e of the 110-called 
Voynich ~&n'~soript, 1'h1ch contain• cipher writings allegedly 
attributed. to Rog•r Bacon. ,£avi~ react;.ed s0111e t'1ntative eonclu• 
a.tuns Tilth rHpect to tho :;a•lc n11turu of !he cryptographic ~yst911\ 
unc!e:rlying tbe wr1t1n& i.n tl".e V'07nich :~.;s,· l ha.ve been see.rahing 
t:1ro~b the literu.tur• for certain t1Pr.:s or eyetett• suggusted :1i1 
the .i.6th and 17th Centur1ee &9 "univora&l l&ngu~eus. 11 The Cave 
neck bock rectotq O&l!le to ':11' et tent ion aud I ~1ould lik~ ve'rJ zuch 
to ~ta.Te a copy- of it fol' c!.etail1d a.ud aaretul tttudy of its oou
tants. It, eMms difficult ~rn:i expeusive to obtein the book, and 
in lie~ of ti8 book itself, a photostatic oop7 ~ould do. ~ut the 
peraonal exp•n•• of photo1tating it at the ~ibr&I')" ~ukes ms 
ne1itate. Jn the other hand., l eould probably have t!l• work 
dQne with our own rac1ltties, if th• book could b• made available 
for just om.t day, and eoulct Mk• aaore tl".an one copr tol" the UM 
~r F1J1 associate• in the ;rojeot. 

In -view ot th• fact that it •• t-'"lrough -.r inter1•nion that 
the Libra?'T acquired the !'ab7an Coll9Ct.1on, could 1ou posai'b)3 
ma.Ice an exoept1on to th• ;..ibrary' s rulee and let 111• borrow the 
book .for the tii:ae and purpoee 1nli1oat'Mi? 

A1auring you of. 1l!iT appreciation of rour kind consideration of 
ray requoat and lti th cordial greetin3e, l ft.II 

~r. Lut~er ff. Evans 
tibrarian of Co?l4ree1 
~~shington, D. c. 

Sinoerell' your•~ 

WIU.I" F. F.filEDlr!Ali 
Chi•r, Teohni<",al Jivtaion 
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