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42l North George Mason Drive
Arlington 3, Virginia

29 January 1952

Major Gensral Spencer B. Akin, USA, Retd
P. 0. Bax 1692
Purcellville, Virginia

Dear Gensral Akin:

It gives me much pleasure to be able to accede to your request for
a translation of the little slip which accompanied the Christmas present
you received from Mr. Yamagata, and I herewith emclose both the original
and the translation. I was much taken with the nice wording used in the
simple advertisement - it is dignified, to the point, and expresses a
very nice thought,

It was likewlse a pleasure to learn at first hand about the progress
being made in the building of your new home. Elizebeth and I will look
forward with a great deal of interest in seeing it and a great deal of
pleasure in halping to "housewarm®* it.

I note what you say about your plans for the future and as to some
new work you hope to take on after settling down in the new home. In
many ways you are in a very fortunate situation in that regard, since
you are able to use your technical iknowledge and experience outside the
government service. That is something I cannot do, of course, and it
means that I shall probably stay in government service for about as long
as is permitted by statute (I have 9; years to go before reaching 70),
and by the state of my health - which I am happy to be able to say is
better than it has been for ysars.

I also note your comment about the job with CIA amd thoroughly
understand the psychological situation. I see General McClelland every
now and then at a board meeting but have had no chanece to talk personally.
He seems to be happy. I agree with you that CIA now has people who are
tops and I am beginning to wonder about what the future holds forth for
AFSA. With that hint you will understand, I am sure, that there is some
stirring about in the kettle and the pot may begin to boil very soon.

Both Elizebesth and I are very well and Elizebeth is laying plans
for a 3-mmtha' visit to Europe, beginning sams time in April. I will
be a batchelor for that length of time but think I wdll be able to
survive.

About being a grandfather - inil, no, not yet, and I do not diseern
any external manifestations which could be interpreted as progncstications
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that I will be soon. Incidentally, the Son-in-law is making the
Government's presentation - his first - before the Supremes Court,
tomorrow afternoon. I am told he is the youngest lawyer the Attorney
General has ever selected for such a responsibility. Of course,
Barbara i3 all agog and is probably much more apprehensive about the
affair than is Ben, She will do the "pacing" up and down the corridors
this time, not hal

Please give our very fondest regards to Mrs. Akin.

Sincersly,
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42i North George Mason Drive
Arlington 3, Virginia

29 Janury 1952

Major General Spencer B. Akin, USA, Retd
P. 0. Bax 1592
Purcellville, Virginia

Dear General Aking

It gives me much pleasure to be able to accede to your request for
a translation of the litile slip which accompanied the Christmas present
you received from Mr. Yamagata, and I herewith enclose both the original
anxi the transiation. I was much taken with the nice wording uvsed in the
aimple advertisement ~ it is dignified, to the point, and expresses a
very nice thought,

It wvas likewise a pleasure f0 learn at first hand about the progress
being made in the building of your new home. Elizebeth ami I will look
forward with a great deal of interest in seeing it and a great deal of
pleasure in helping to *"housewarm® it.

I note what you say about your plans for the future and as to some
new work you hope to take on after settling dowm in the new home. In
many ways you are in a very fortunate situation in that regard, since
you are able to use your technical knowledge ani experience outside ths
governmsnt service., That is something I camwt do, of course, and it
means that I shall probably stay in govermment service for about as long
as 1s permitted by statute (I have 93 years to go before reaching 70),
and by the state of my health - shich I am happy to be able to say is
better than it has been for years.

I also note your commant about the job with CIA and thoroughly
understand the paychological situation. I see General McClelland every
now and then at a board meeting but have had no chance to talk personally.
He seems to be happy. I agree with you that CIA now has peopls who are
tops and I am beginning to wonder about what the future holds forth for
AFSA. With that hint you will understand, I an swre, that there is some
stirring about in the kettle axi the pot may begin to boil very soomn.

Both Flizebeth andd I are very well and Elisebeth is laying plans
for a 3-months' visit to Europe, beginning some time in April. I i1l
be 2 batchelor for that length of time but think I will be able to
survive.

About being a grandfather - well, no, not yet, and I do not discamm
any external manifestations which could be interpreted as prognostications
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that I will be scon, Incidentally, the Son-in-law is making the
Government's presentation -~ his first - before the Supreme Court,
tomorrow afternoon. I am told he is the youngest lawyer the Attorney
General has ever selected for such a responsibility. Of course,
Barbara is all agog amd is probably much more apprehensive about the
affsir than is Ben. She will do the “pacing” up and down the corridors
this time, not hel

Please glve our very fondest regards to Mrs. Akin,
Sincerely,
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MAJOR GENERAL S, B, AKIN, Nr. Wm. F. Friedman,
CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, GHQ,

APQ,500, ¢/0 POSTMASTER,
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA,

SWPA
’ 3932 Military Rd., N.W.,

Washington 15, D. C.

26 June 4%,

DEAR GENERAL AKIN;

I WISH TO THANK YOU VERY .MUCH FOR YOUR NICE LETTER OF 27 MAY,
ARD ESPECIALLY FOR THE EXCRLLENT PHOTOGRAPH., THE COMPILATION OF THR
PHOTOGRAPHS IS PRACTICALLY COMPLETED AND NOW I AM PROCEEDING TO GET
SUITABLE FRAMES,

THARK YOU ALSO FOR YOUR KIND WORDS ON MY EXCEPTIONAL CIVILIAN
SERVICE AWARD,

I HAD A VERY NICE CHAT WITH COLOKEL AUCHINCLOSS WHO DROPPED
IN TO SEE US A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO., I TOLD HIM OF NY DESIRE TO MAKE
A VISIT OUT YOUR WAY ARD I AM STILL DOING SOME PROPAGANDIZING
MYSELF., I SIRCERELY BELIEVE THAT EXCHANGES OF VISITS ARE VERY

BENEFICIAL.,

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE RETURK OF CAPTAIN SWEARS WHO
WILL NO DOUBT HAVE NUCH OF INTEREST TO RELATE TOQ US.

IN CLOSING I WANT TO ADD MY PERSORAL CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE
PART WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN PLAYING IN KEEPING THE JAP DEFINITELY ON

THE RUN.
WITH CORDIAL GREETINGS, I AN,
SINCERELY YOURS,

“y

WILLIAN F, FRIEDMAN,
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS
RESEARCH.
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AREA
0ffice of the Chief Signsal Officer

4

A.P.0. 500
27 yay 1944

Dear Mr. Friedman:

Thank you for your very nice letter of 1 May and the news of
your actiwvities which it contained. I sincerely hope the inclosed
autographed picture will satisfactorily fill the "gaping void®* you
mentioned. I am mmch flattered to be thought of sufficient impor-
tance to be included in the gallery of famous people.

May I now offer to you my sincerest congratuletions on your
recent receipt of "The Exceptional Civilian Service Award.® I feel
that this award was more highly deserved than any I have known of.

It is a pleasure to learn that ibe Sinkov's visit has proven
satisfactory to you, and I am looking forward to discussing the trip
in deteil with him upon his return. He has undoubitedly gathered
mch useful information while working with ydur organization in
Tlashington.

The present activities here keep me intensely busy, but the
satisfaction gained from the realization that the Jap appeers
definitely on the run makes the effort well worth while.

If you do get an opportunity to come out in this direction,
it will be a pleasure to discuss problems in which we both have
matual interests. Will discuss with Abe the practicability of
obtaining a visit from you. Would much like to have your views on
many items.

Sincerely yours,

4 d
l Incl: s. B. AKIN
As stated above, liajor General,
U. S. Army.
Mr. Tilliem ¥. Friedman
Director of Communications Research
3932 izilitary Roed, N. %Y.
Washington - 15, D. C.




