
--- - --·--... --- • rt> ;. 

(_ 

L- --
'l.~"'----~= -i 

rl' i k rr • 1'"5"'5Ynerl= 

, ~ ·. 
· ~-· rrfnx1tr1~--......--------i---~~....__..J 

c 

i-l1H l.v!l.GJU.ss l IlOU&E 01!' Rl!.PRE.SFN'l'ATIVES { 
I xi .... , "'""" f 

REl'ORT 
No .!84 

\I u <.11 4, I 11J5 -Cmnnnth ti to till Conmutf.(.'< of thL Whult Hom1t and orden.d 
tu lw pr111tt cl 

\Ji '-\1 .. m,, from th<' C'onumtt<'e on Nnvnl Alf1111· ... , •mhnuttl'd the 
follo\\ mg 

HE PORT 
[ ( () IL(( Ollllllll\ H H 55b4) 

Tht• ('umnntt.t•<' on Nuvnl Affan"i-, to \\horn \\ll"I l<'hlrt•d th<' lnll 
Cll H iih4) fm tlu rl'lu•f ,,f C 1pt Hu ... -.<>ll \\ 111 ... on, llmt<'d '-\t11tt• ... 
:'.\ 11 \ \, Jul\ m~ c on ... ult•1t>tl th1• ..,lllllt', 1t•port 1t to t lw 11011 ... t• \\1th the 
rt c 01111111•ml11t1011 thnt 1t tlo p 1....., 

Tiu pm pcNt' of tht• p111po ... t•tl l1•,i1 ... l11tu111 1 ... to gl\ t' ('npt Ru..,c;l'll 
\\ 111-.on, l mtt•tl Mnt<' ... i\11\ \,"'I ;,non 111 full -.l'ttl<'rn<'nt tor 11 c <'rtiun 
lll\ c•ntwn of tu ... u ... t•d m c onm t hon \\1th the sc•c l"Ct 1 ommtmu nhon 
f.tnht It.., of tlw 1\ 11 \\ 

Th<' ' 1l11l' to th<' l\ 11\ \ 11rul t.o thr Go\•t>rnml'nt of tluc; ln\ l'ntlon 
umnot hl' mc•n..,mt>cl m cloll 11..., and ((•nt., It ... \ 11h1c• to thl' Gcw<'rn
n11•nt nun ht• Jnclg-c•cl ln tlw fnc t thnt 1t \\ 11.., ll"l'd durmg the \\·orld 
\\·111 m 111 t11 .. p11tc hc•.., ht t\H'c n th<' ~ n \ D<'purtmc•nt nncl nin nl hl'11d
<111 1rtc•1"t> m London, nu lmhn~ tho ... l' con< c•uun~ mo\ l'mc•ntb of t11ui...
p01 t ... , \\ hc H' 1t... "'l'l H'< \ prnfrc t<•d t ho11 ... 1mdi. of ll\ ('c; nncl nulhon.., of 
doll 11 ... \\ ort h of pro pl' I h 

Bt•mc: ,1\\ llll' of< ompnrntl\ l' en.., .. \Hth \\Inch c onfi1lc•nt1nl 11nd ... l'l ll't 
Ill<' ..... l~c·.;; \\<'rt' mtc•1e l'ptl'd nnd cll'< odt>cl II\ 11111111tl1111u1•cl Jll'r...,on ... , 
C11pt11m \Y1U .. on conct'l\t'd nnd 1wrr<'dl•tl t)u .. Ul\c•nllon \\Jule• on 11. 

tour or "'<'ll tluh m lfllb Fm C'nptnm \\"11l-.,11 to h IH' pntt•ntc•d th1b 
1D\l'nt10n \\ould h1\<' dl• ... trcn<'d 1t ... 11 ... l'f11l11'"'"' m thnt it \\1mld thl'n 
hn\e hc•1•n opl'n to p11hh1 m"pc <"twn, m ... tl nd, ht' ~ll\l' 1t to th<' Nin\ 

I hl' l'f11ot•nC'\ of th<' cll'H<"l' m n hl' 11101<' fulh nppr<'OUt<'d f10rn a 
.;;t 1 tl'nH nt m ufo ht•fo1t• t ht• c onumttt•t• tit• 11g thl' hc• 1rm~ on thlb 
lnil \\huh lb qnotl'd 1 ... follcm ... 

1u\\'lld tht' 011! of tit' \\oriel \\ar \ thi.fHkh from'\ chplonuhc nµ:t'nt Ill 
Copo1h lht'll rt'portul th \t cofllN of \II l'ahlcs \\Ut l"t..1Chmg Hulm \Ud all \\l'rl 
bemi: dll 1plu rt•d l '\CL'Pt ti o .. L 111 l\ " \ c1p11cr 

Tli1 ... hill plO\ llil''I rm lon~-dc•h1\ l'd ('• ll11>l'll"' ttlon rm ll dl'\ lC'l' \\ 111C'l1 
dmmg thl' ""mlcl ""11 "·'" tl,e htt"'l"' uf the !\n\).., S)Sll'm of .,l'C'rl't l~ 
CO Ill Ill 11 'lll.'ll tlOllb 
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2 CAPT Rl.:'SSELL WILLSON 

The Xa,·y Department fa\·ors tlus proposed legislation as is indi
cated by the letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the Speaker of 
the House of Representntn·es v.luch is hereby made a part of this 
report 

NAVY DEPARTU:E'lo'T, 
TI aahmgton, February 4, 1985 

The SPEA:&:.ER OF THE Hot:'sE OF REPRESE,TATIVEs, 
TI ashzngton, D C 

l\IT DEAR MR SPE 4.KER There 1s transmitted hereuth a draft of a proposed 
bill. for the relief of Capt Russell \\illson, Umted States Na\) The proposed 
legislation pro' ides that the Seeretar\ of the Treasur) is authorized and directed 
to pav Capt RuBSell WJ!Ison, Umted States l\a\', out of any money 1n the 
Treasur) not othenuse appropnated, the sum of $15,000 1n full settlement for a 
certain m\ ention of his used in connection" 1th the secret commumcat1on facilities 
of the Xa\v 

CaptalD 'Willson \\bile ser\IDg at sea ID 1916 conce1\ed and designed this m
\ent1on relat1Dg to the secrec' of na\al commumcations, and de\ eloped 1t ID 1917 
11 ithout suggestions, ideas, or help from an\ other person at an;:i. time He sub
mitted the unent1on to the Na\\ Department \\h1ch accepted 1t in 1917 The 
1n\ention has been used b' the Xa\v contmuoush smce that time For reasons 
of public pohc\, it bas ne,er been patented Captain Willson has not many \\a\, 
d1reeth or md1recth, recel\ ed an' compensation for his work m producing this 
1n\ent1on, nor for its use b\ the Na'' durmg and smce the Y.ar 

The sum of 815,000, "h1ch the Na'' Department bebe' es should be appro
priated, 1s modest 111 comparison \\1th the \alue of the invention to the Go\ern
ment dunng the \\orld \\ar and during the 16 )ea1s thereafter that it has been 
in continuous use 

The Na\) Department recommends that the proposed legislation be enacted 
Sincerel;> ) ours, 

CLAUDE A SWilBO"I' 
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