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Retlremem Reque&ted By Rhoads

By Captain Mary C Iane VAC

Recent photograph of.Mr Ehoads :
(left) vith Mr. W. F. Friedman !

: !

Ward has been received th&t Mr Haxk
Rhoads, well-known for many J¥years. In the
cryptologic fileld,in requeating retirement
from clvil Bervice for reasons of health.
Mr. Rhoada’ many friends will race1VB vifh
regret this news and will recall with plea
sure his long association with the Army
Security Agency and its predeceqsora

Mr. Fhcads' aagsociation - with the signal
intelligence agervice began in the sarly
thirties, when, as a First A Lieutenant in
the Regulear Army, he was tha first student
officer to be assigned to the newly auth-
orized Signal Intelligencp 8chool  estal-
lished in Washington under the : directidn
of the Chief Signal Officer. From the tinme.
of his assignmont to the sohool,Mr. _Rhoads
continued, with the exception of . eevqn'
yoars of enforced retirement} to be assq-
ciated as officer and olvilian vith . the
f1eld of cryptology, pgharing: in the Army ', 8
development of 1ts eignal intalligenoe
activities, witneseing the growth.of the
present far-flung organization, and con-
tributing to ita achievements ; - @

Immediately preceding hila recent 1llnaed,
a recurrence of the pulmonary affliotioh
which had previously interrupted his Army
career, Mr. Rhoads was Aseistant to the
Chief of the Training Diviaion, Armed Por-
ces Security Agenoy. He nov . plans to make

i

Academw Graduate and U.S. Army Officer

f Mr. Rhoads ves born in Edge Hill, Pemn-
Bylvania, on Segptember 9, 1897. In 1916,
after graduating from Cheltenham High
School, Flkins Park, Pa., he entered the
United States Military Academy at West
Polnt as cadet. In 1918 he was graduated
from tha ' Academy with degree of B.S. and
vas coumlesioned in the Regular Army as

: Second Lisutenant of Cavalxy.

;Aa an - officer in the U. S. Army, Lt
Rbocads later waa gradusted (1923) from the
U, S. Army Signal School's Communications
Officers’ Class at Fort Monmouth, New
Jersey, and from 1923 to 192k attonded a
poat-graduate course In cammunications
engineering at Yals Uhiversity.

Folloving these courses,Lt Rhoads aervad
ap 8lgnal officer with the 24 Cawnlry from
1624 to 1925; from 1925 to 1927 as Signal
officer at Fort Bliss, Texes; following
hig tranafer to the 8igmal Corps in 1927,
he gerved from 1928 to 1931 ae the Regular
Army Bignal instructor in Indiana and Ksn-

. tucky. - In 1931 he was assigned as the

first student officer to take ths special
course in. cryptogravhy and cryptanalysis
vhich had been 1nitlated in the Office of
the Chief Signal Officer ,¥ashington, D.C.
that yoar under the direction of Mr. Hill-
iam Friedman, then Chief of the 8ignal
Intelligence Service. Thig courss, which
was designed to provide the army vith a
reserve of officers trained in signal in-
talligence operatione was to prove 1its
value many times over 1n the later diffi-
cult war yeara. Among its distinguished
early graduates may be mentioned the sec-
ond student officer to be aasigned to the
course, First Lieutenant W. Preston Cord-
srman, later Brigadier Genmeral and Chief,
ArmJ'Sacurity Agency, from 1943 to 1946,

Follcwing his pericd of tralning in the
achool, Lt Rhoads was placed in command of
tke Provisional Radic Intelligence Detach-
mgnt, Slet Signal Battallon, at Fort Mon-
mouth. -In 1935, under the command of Lt

Rhuoads, "this detachment was sent to the -

Philippinea, where it was to set up an in-
tarcept station at Fort Hughes on Caballo
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Island. Unfortunataly the work of the de- .  but was repeatedly rejected by the Army
tachment was seriously bempered By the medical authorities because of his pact
tranafer of highly-skilled operators to 1llnesa. Undaunted by thege refusals, Mr.
other organlzations partly because of the ° Rhoads secured a civil service appointment
fallure <to appreciete the mission of ths with the Signal Security Agency, and at
detachnent. Also, the contractljon by considerable

Captain Fhoads of pulmonary tuberculosis
three months after his arrival 1n the
Philippines Dbrought the work of the de-
tachment to an untimely end. Captain
Rhoads was vreturned to the United States
and hoapltalized in Filtzsimmons GCeneral
Hospital in Denver, whers, after an ill-
neas of two years, he was retired from
active military service in March 1939 for
physical disabililty. y

¢

later Served as Civillan

Scon after Pearl Harbdor Mr. Rhoads at-
tempted to returm to active military duty

personnel sacrifice came to
Washington 1n 1943 as assistant to his
former teacher and friend of long-standing,
Mr. Williem F. Friedman, who was then
Director of Commnications Research in
the Signal Sscurity Agency. Mr. Rhoads'

war-tims weervice was marked by a comdina-
tion of honesty and kindliness, of self-
effacement and devotion to duty. On 3 May

19k Mr. Rhoads was presented by Brig.
General P.E. Peabody with the Commendation
for Pxceptional Civilian Serwvice 'for
patrictic devotion above and bsyond the
call of duty, for exceptionally meritori-
ocus service to his country in time of wvar;

(Continued on page 61)
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Mr. Fhouds (standing extrems left) with mssociatos in 1944 . The othere standing, loft
to right: Lt Col Solomon Kullback, Mr. John Hurt (now retiroed), Captain Edward J. Vo-

gol {now rotired), Major Frank B. Rowlett, and Lt Col Abrabam Slnkov.

Seatod: Lt Col

A. J. McGrail (nov deceamsed), Col W. P. Cordermsn, and Mr. Friedman. Military rerk an

of 19k,

January -February 1952

23



S -
30
1 -

~d
le
5r
e

INSCOMFT BELVOIR VA 6561179 P.00B4/804
REF ID:A4046229

MAR-13-2080 14:42

« [
‘ ‘ o
10. SPORADIC. 1l. INDIGENT. 12, RHEO-,, erating in this nei --¢tg good experience,
@ - STAT. i . even tho 8 e 1ittle out of the Non-
g J ) | .0 Morge-ifie of work.
- PUZZLE FUNCTUATION o T ———
S + ) < Rhoads(Cont'a from page 23)

for superior intelligence and initiative,
extraordinary diligence and =abllity in
exocuting many varied and dirficult assign-
ments as  Assistant Director of Communica-
tions Research from January 1644 to Janu-
ary 1946."

Smith, where Jones had had "had had,”
had had "had.” "Had had,” had had tho ex-
aminers' approval.

. THE SALE.ON SHIRTS

The prodlem 1s to factor 60377. . The , Witk the establishment of the Armed
2t etatement hintg that one factor 1é leas Forces Security Agency in July 1949, Mr.
¢ * than 200. The factors prove to be 173 and Rhoads Joined that organization as Assist-
. 349, both prime. Consequently, thete must tant to the Chief, Technical Division, a
have baen 349 ghirts at $1.73 each.. position which he held f£irst under Mr.
Friedman and then under Captein Thomas H.
Dyer, U. B. Ravy, until the time of his
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Jé : : :  retirement. There is 1little doubt that

T 123195 divided by 215 equala 573. : continuous attention to duty and long

B E}ﬁ ' 1 hours of concentrated effort contributed
?# TIME OUT OF JOINT, ! to Ybreaking down the physical resistance

qﬁ% " I " ' shich bad been built up against & recur-

Minute" (pronounced “mi~nyite )1'maans ronce of his earlier illness. In June
“trifling, very emall. / i 1951, upon undergoing his regular annual

physical examination at ¥itzsimmons Boa-
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ASAPac Net(Cont'a frq‘m page 8) |
frequency transmitter cated 1n ainsigh-~
boring Puilding approyimately 150 yards
avay. The UHF transmltter 18 on ﬁhs alr
constantly (negative kbyed). The garrier
18 picked up at the /dilstant trangmitter
Blte &and keys that fransmitter only when
broken by the ¥keying line ‘telng dlosed
The operators on ﬁhis pet will no'! doubt
recall times vwhen our transmitter ' gives
out wvith a scratchy Bignal that sour.;is like
it might %be 119/ channel Lower Slabovian
Multiplex. Thig 18 due to statlic, or fad-
ing of the UHF/carrier. When this fading
occurs, the erator rushes to the phons,
calle the c ier room and tells them the
troudle. If they are unsuccessful 1n stop-
ping 1t,he Hhen calls the transmitter site
and tells em to shut the transmitter off
the air. /The transmittfer we are uging at
present pPuts out one thousand watth and
vorks vgry satisfactorily other thnn faor
the 1teu{s mentioned above.

Proc dure uged on this net is suppesedly
taken, from JANAP 124, with the exception
that no clear text may be used. The pro-
cedu#e usually seems a bit puzzling to new
ope;ators, but they catch on quickly:after
a few ZAA's and ZBMR's. (A ABM2 1s;worth
apout two weeks of ridbing from' the. other

op's). ,
All overators here agres that the op-

e ——

January-February 1959
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pital, 1t wvas dlscovered, to the regret of
ell who learned of the findings, that the
illness of 1935 had returned and that Mr.
Rhoads required hospitalization once more.
Upon recovery in December 1551, the arumy
medical authorities recommended thst Mr.
Rhoads not return to any active duty what-
ever, 1n the hope that the resistance
bullt up once more dy long reat not Dbe
undsrmined again by a return to work ex-
cept of the lightest sort.

Those vho ¥now him well -- and there are
many who ey call him friend -- have found
in Mr. Rhoads & man whose nature 1a marked
by rare understanding, sympathy, and good
Judgement. In addition to his cwn faith-
ful gervice to his country a8 officer and
clvilian, Mr. Rhoads may ook with pride
upon his two sons, Captain Edwin Milton
Rhoads, graduate of the U. 8. Military
Acedemy in 1943, and Lt Mark Charles
Rhoads, Academy graduate of 1950, and upon
bis daughters,one of whom, Esther Marcetta
Rhoads Lutz, will be remembered by her
former eaasociates 1n the Signal Security
Agoncy where she wag employed during the
Second World War. Mr. Rhoads' wife, Esther
Wolcott Buckman RKhoada, who has shared his
career with quiet strength and sustaining
courege, will be particularly missed by ber
many friends in the circle of officers’
vives and in thoe numerous civic activities
in which she tock an actlve part.
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