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SHOOT-DOWN OF A US.AF C-130 BY SOVIET AIRCRAFT 
ON 2 SEPTEMBER 1958 

l. Soviet air cllefense comnnmications reflected the .. shoot down" of a 
USAF C-130 aircraft near Erevan in the Tbilisi Air Defense District on 
2 September 1958. 

2. The USAF C-130 was reported ((1)) flying over northeastern Turkey 
on a course approximately parallel to the USSR border until it reached a 
point (40-36N 43-42E) near Leninakan (see Chart 1), where it penetrated 
Soviet territory at approximately 1205z. Subsequent Soviet air warning and 
fighter air-to-ground communications revealed that at least four fighter 
aircraft of the Soviet 11th Air Army participated in the "shoot down" of . 
the c-130. The target was reported destroyed at l213-14Z at approximately 
40-23N 43-55E, about 30 nautical miles northwest of Erevan. 

II. DE.TAILED REFLEcn1IONS OF USAF C-130 FLIGHT 

3. The c-130 airfn,ft C~ack No. z~:5ti was initially -~~l'orted __ 8.~ 40-3~~ .... ·::::::"'" .. -
41-0 Eat ll4lZ by the_ _ ___ :br.oadcast==:stat=ion--1-------- ---- -------+---·-·-· (bl(1J 

---At--·this--·time -tbe aircraft ~as 75 nauti_c;:_~_.JJJiles- -south~est ~~lg~~~ ~~g ~~~ 
of' Batumi, -·---The- aircraft was tracked (bJ(3)-P.L. 86-36 

on a due nor e ng o a w en it apparently faded 
from radar observation and tracking reports termin~ted. 

4. The aircraft was next reported at 41-23N 41-46E at 1147Z and subse­
quent reports revealed that the C-130 was on a northeasterly course to 
within approximately one nautical mile of the USSR border at 41-30N 41-55E 
at ll48Z {see Chart l). at which time it was identified by the Soviets 
as one I lai-r-cr-aft-·-------The ___ c~l3Q ___ ~-~~<:_r._~ft.---~?en __ turned 
and proceeded on a southeasterly heading witil it reached 40-56J{ __ 42;;.;,g5E·~ (b) (1) 

at 1153Z, at which time it changed course and flew __ q.ue---east .. -toward-·-th~_.· [ (b) (3) -so usc 403 

USSR b d 
, ___ ...... ------------ ___ .--- _.· ;(b) (3 )-18 USC 798 

o.i- er. ..-.. ----------- __ .--- ...- :(b) (3)-P . L . 86-36 

Tra*ing- - -rep-ortri-~~~ealed that two Soviet f'.;1.ght~r aircra~:{ of ~ 
w-ere ___ airborne at Erevan"at ll52Z in resp~nse" to the C-130 ..-flight : 

aragraph 7 for details ) • An e.l;ti tude ,.9-f·"9, 500 meters { 31 i i6o fee~) 
was reported for the C-130 at 1157Z. Wh~n..-e;t 40-56N 43-05E at ,l158z the i 
C-130 aircraft took a southeasterly_..heading and proceeded to . .4o-36N ! 
43-35E at i203z. The C-130 agaj.n-·a1tered its course at 120JZ and proce~ded 
due east, crossing the USSJl~Ttii-kish border at ra-3~ 43-~~· at approxi- j 
mately 1205Z. The C-130---Vas identified as an_ __ _·aircraft when l 
at 40-36N 43-45E a~---12o6z. The c-130 was then trac ed to 40-23N 43-55E i 
and was repor~~d·-8.t this same position from l?Q9Z through l213Z. At i 
1210Z the .C-130 was identified as one I I 

I t-With two "MIG 15/17" aircraft, and again at 121.3Z as one "aircraft 
in combat" with four "MIG 15/17" aircraft. 

6. At 1213Z, while at the above position, the Soviets reported the 
C-130 at an altitude of l0,000 meters (32,800 feet). Although the air­
craft was reported at 40-23N 43-55E at l213Z, there were also two reports 
that the aircraft was at 40-16N 43-55E at this same time. The C-130 was 
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again reflected at 4o-23N 43-55E at 1214Z. Soviet air warning faci1il.ties 
broadcast a message at 1213Z and 1214Z indicating "target destroyed"~.. No 
turther position reports were passed on the C-130 and at 1~20Z an "end. of 
track" report was passed. Soviet air w.m:l.ng (sae Chart 1) and Uth Mr Arm:r'' 
fighter air-to-ground communications ( (1)) reflected a minimum of four "--
"MIG 15/17" aircraft engaged in combat against the c-110. and one "MIG l?/17" 
aircraft which was possibly serving a back up .function I ~ ...... ~~~~~~ ........ 

III. DEI'AILED REFLEaI'IONS OF SOVIET FIGHTER REACTIONS 

First Flig}lt 

7. At 1152Z, sixteen minutes before the C-130 penetrated the USSR­
'l\lrkish border, the first fighter reaction (Track No. 0582; pilot suffixes 
582, 583; two 11MIG 15/17" e.ircraftl (a.t Erevan) was 
initially reflected in air warning conmrunications; the fighters were 
approximately one nautical mile west o~ Ereve.n"Wid flying on a due west 
course (see Chart 1). At this time the C-130 was appioximately 43 nautical 
miles from the closest point on the USSR border and approximately 110 
nautical miles from Erevan. The fighter flight (0582)' proceeded to 40-lON 
43-55E at ll54Z at an altitude of 4,ooo meters (13,120· feet). At this 
time the fighter flight (0582) assumed a northerly heading and flew 
parallel to the border until it reached 41-lON 43-55E at 1204Z; the flight 
then altered its course to a southerly heading and flev -- at an altitude 
of 8,500 meters (27,880 feet) -- to 4o-36N 43-55E at 1208Z. When at the 
latter position the fighters {0582) were approximately \eix nautical miles 
from the C-130 which was reported at altitudes between ;9,000 meters 
(29, 520 :feet) and 10,000 meters {32,800 feet). At the ·:same time, 1208Z, 
the f'ighter flight (0582) was also reported at 40-30N 4J-45E where: tracMng 
temporarily ceased. 

I 

8. Tracking resumed at l215Z when the fighters were reported circling 
at l0,000 meters (32,800 feet) at 4o-23N 43-55E, the po~ition at which the 
C-130 vas reported "destroyed" at 1213-1214Z. The fighter flight was then 
tracked to 40-30N 43-55E at 1217Z, when it was identi:fi~d as four "MIG 15/17" 
aircraft. 

9. Fighter flight 0582 then proceeded to 4o-36N 43-55E vhere it was 
reported circling at an altitude of 7,000 meters {22,960 feet) at 1224-25z. 
An "end of track" message was sent on 'flight 0582 at 1235Z. 

Second Flight 

10. Soviet tracking of thf aecqpd flight of fight;ia\ aircraft (Track No. 
020.1, two "MIG 15/17'' aircraft_ _ .t ~ninakan; pilot 
surr1x 201 218) was spore.die; however, this :r11ght was 'reported as I I 

I f~gainst the c-130. The initial pos1t1on rep~t or this tighter 
flight (0201}-Jndicated it had merged with the C-130 at .~0-23N 43-5.5E at 
12l2Z. (see Chai-t.)..) at e.n altitude of 10,000 meters (32,8oo feet)./ Fighter 
flight 0201 was not .. ,obeerved again until it and fighter tlight 0582 separated 
at 40-23N 43-55E at i2:).8Z. Fighter flight 0201 was trac~ed to 40L36N 43-55E 
at 1221Z-1225Z where it c.;lrcled at an altitude of 7,000 liieters (~2,960 
:reet}. At l23lZ an "end 0£.track" message f'or this fli~t was sent. 

Third Flight 

~l. ~e third fighter flight (Tr&<:k No. 0577; one "~IG ~5/17" of 
Jat._Ereva.n; pilot su:ffix 571} did not take '~ part in the des-

truct on o1he C-13'0•··. J.t was initially repO_rted at 40-l(l>N ¥4-35E at 
1219Z and was tracked at wi' .. al.t;i tude of 5, 000 . mf_!ters (16, 400/ feet) to 
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4o-16N 44-05E at 122~-1222Z. Track No .. 05TI was identified a.a one ''MIG-
15/17" aircraft and was reported to be "circling" at this position. Fighter 
~light 0577 then proceeded south to 4o-lON 44-05E at 1226Z where it circled. 
No further tracking was observed on fighter flight 0577 until 1242Z when 
the flight was at 4o-23N 44-45E. The flight proceeded to Erevan and 
tracking ceased near Erevan at 1244Z when a "track fading 11 

~ssa.ge vas sent. 

Air Search 

12. There were no, indications from tracking reports that the Soviets 
conducted air-search or reconnaissance over the area where the C-130 was 
reported destroyed. 

Related Fig]lter Activity 

13. Available fight"er air/ground communications related to the "shoot .. 
down" indicated that: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

IV. COMMENTS 

The weather in the area was good; cloud cover .was reported 
from two to three tenthe; 

No attempt was made to warn the C-130 or f'orce it down intact 
prior to the initial attack; 

Four fighters I ksuf'f1xes 201, 218, 582, 583) 
participated in the activity. Suffixes 201, 218, and 582 
were observed attacking tjie target and one suffix, possibly 
201, reported that the target started burning after his third 
burst (see below, paragra:Ph 19). 

~=~ ~~; li;;nd of t,,~ attack \the tail assembly of the C-130 

14. Considering the fact that.there were no references in the re­
lated air-ground voice communicatio~ to evacuees or survivors, together 
with the reported results of the atta~k, it f~ doubtful that there were any 
survivors from the U.S. aircraft. The· Soviet 'J'ighter pilots effected 
the 11sboot do'Wtl" vith deliberation e.nd precision. The confusion which is 
often evident in Soviet air warning comni\lnicati.,ons df ing QCI activitv was 
not apparent 1n the "shoot down" of 2 Se~.ember\1958 _ l· 

15. 4isplayed extreme sensitivity 
to flights in adjacent areas of Turkey and 'fran for several days eub$equent 
to the WAF C-130 "shoot down" on 2 September" 1958. 

16. On the evening of 2 September 1958 t~ "MIG 15/17'' and one "YAK-
25/MIG 19 aircraft were scrambled possibly in r·~e.cti,on to an unidentified 
flight proceeding from the Lake Van"'area tovards".\~a.l;>zon( At the/ time of 
"scramble" the unidentified aircraft was at least'<4o ".nautical miles from 
the Soviet border. ·· ' · 

17. On 3 September 1958 very little flight act'.lvi.ty was ~oted in 
air defense communications; however, eleven unidenti:fted. flights were 
reported in e ke on 4 Se tember 1 8' at le~at 9 ot these were 
identified as At least 
six llth Air Army Soviet i ghter 
re:rl.ected i n Soviet tracking reports, in 
fied flights in 'l\n"key. 
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18. The number of the flights identified by the S~viets asl I 

_______ J..decrea.sed on 5 and 6 September 1958 and by 7 Sept~mb~r 1958 
they were gi veQ the normally assigned designations lnd~.cating t .ha/t the 
period of incre~sed activity along the USSR/Turkish bo~der had /t~rminated. 

19. Two arliclee that appeared in the Soviet ne~spaper ~otetska.Y! 
Aviateiya on 19 ~d 20 September 1958 described the interception of an 
"enerey" target by \two pairs of Soviet fighters. Althbugh the'r~ was no 
mention that the ttµ-get was a U. S. aircraft or th.at jthe targ~t was 
destroyed, it was o~vious that the articles contained a description of 
the Soviet attack oQ the U. s. C-130. The newspapers revea.i~d. the follow-
ing information: · .. 

a. Captain" ROMANYuTA/I 
Leninak&n) controlled the interce~pt"""':"""-o"""pe-ra."""""l"t"'l"i-o-n-• ....,up,.,...o"""p_,,l .. n""l'l""'t .. I--;;i-a .... e-t""e-c""!tl""IIP"'"o-n-o .. f,.... ... 
the target, the controiier ordered the scramble of a pair,' 6r fighters (led 
by pilot 201) from his airfield (Lenina.kan). AJ.though the' take-off of .. 
these fighters · waa. delayed seven minutes because 9r a du.st storm at tti:'e 
airfield, a pair of fight~rs {l.ed by pilot 582) wa~ inan~·q:·1ately scra.m,b'ied 
from another airfield'(Er~.van). Pilot 582 was Sen/ior IJ.~utenant I.OP~TKOV,... 
and his winguBn (probably \ suffix 583) was GAVR:CIQV ( ~~ilot 201 was./ Senior 
Lieutenant KUChERYa.EV ""and h'is wingman (probably s\'iffix/ 218) was Seriior 
Lieutenant IVANOV~ ».... / ,·, .. · · 

b. Senior Lieutenant LOPATKOV ma.de the firs't attack on the target 
during which he turned on h1s \gun camera. His w!ngm9.ii, GAVRILOV, followed 
and fired three bursts during Qis attack. The target was th.en' attacked by 
the second pair, Senior Lieutenants KUChERYaEV &lld P/ANOV, after which the 
first pair made a second attack \on the target. i ' 

. . 

c. All fighters returriea to the home/ bas~ of pilot 201 lenina.kan) 
~the senior chief, a General \.(probably comlnari4ing officer. 
L__J.l,, .. congratulated them on the ·~uccessful c9mp~'etion .. 6f the'i'' .. r-m""'li~s-s.._o_n_ ...... 

Films of·. the attack taken by the gUn cameras werc:f/ late~.: exa.iµined by the 
General who· .. ~xpreesed his satisf'acti.on with the quali ~Y of/ the combat 
operation and"'C8ngratulated the pilots for thf#i/ prof,!ci~ricy. 

•••• ... i :':' :' ' 

·., \ / // ... 

· .. 

-4-

. 

··:.: 
(b) (1) 

(b )( 3 ) - 50 USC 403 
(b) ( 3 ) - 18 USC 7 98 
(b ) ( 3) - P . L . 86- 36 

TOP 5ECRET EIDER 



'""' 

1.160') 

··1·ig::(::l:J.:········· 
· ··(b l (3 ) :.:·5-v: :0sc .. A.0.3 

.. 

(b l (3 ) - 18 u~t··0 9~ 
( b ) ( 3 ) - P , L . 8 6- 3 6 

u. s. S. R. 

""'""\. .. 
~ · . . 

4\1'"""·1 
: . 
~ 

"-\.. 
58 

~9 (29,!SZO~ 

-- ----

.. ·~ 

3/o 

CHART .L 

04(271880 1
) 

~ 1200Z 06 

{} l 1tnlnokan 

07 

C7 
Ko rs 

~ 
09,10 ,12"'13~4~-~ 

t 32, tJvO' 1 W\W';-"-..i..20 (26 ,2401
} 

) S6 201 
06.400 1

) .1212z 81218Z 

4430° 

~-
20/ZZ (1614-05>')/"' 

• • • • • • • • •• • 
• • •••••• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 

.. 
) . 
• 

~-
• • ""'\ - I • • I ....-"\., ' 

"" ... ~ '•""' 

TOP SECRET E:-tDER 

4130° 

-... -

. . . 
. ·~ . ... 

43 



TO~ SECAET l!IDE~ 

SHOOT-DOWN OF USAF C- 130 
BY SOVIET AIRCRAFT ON 2 SEPTEMBER 1958 
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