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For thoss ~re2sure hunters who also fancy themselves amateur cryptanal~·sts, here ar::~~ 
the 'clues end· documentation you need to crack the SECRET CODE· T 0 VI RG 11-J:~~ 

__ $~ ~DDJLO(O)~. ffi3~UJJ[E · iPtiO[DJ@t 
[ffi(Q)~~~~~ By· A~. MeJ$iei 

There Is something In 1 treasure that lasiens upon a man~c mind. He "'ill curse ihe day htt eYer hea1d ~;.~~ 
He will see It every rime he closes his •yes: H• will ne\•er lo11et it until he Is dead. Th er• Is no :ottin: awa)' ;:::-::1~ 
·,treasure that on::e fastens upon your mind. • -Conrad's Nost~1r~ 

11Look here!" The mnn:s hand was.shaking as ht; held the piece of rock. ::=-..== 
11\Vh1lt. is it., Buckskin?" his frier.d"asked. . ~~}~ 
11
\\' Gil, I dGn't know fQ3= sure, but it lo-::iks like it might be gold." :.~:.-1~~:.'I':" 

·~Gold?" His friend's mouth opened ,-;ide. ··wneTe'd it coine from?" ····-····· 
"Right here, in this

0

little
0

place." B\:ckskin picked up a dead branch and polcad :i.t a cleft in the :::::::::·~ 
rocks ... I wps gc:ttin' some !irewcod ~nd Hl\' somethin' shini.,' here ... say, there's anotbe: one!"'t":;;;;;.:~ 
stick.hod turned O\'er a J"iCC:e of. qu::irtz.: it.'s underside ~·as a shin)'. yeJlO'\\'. Bud:ski.-1 picked it up~{{:;;;;~~~ 

•..• - ' .J • ... • , ' • ,. ,.. •• .... • • ,, .. ' ... • ., . • • • •. • ..... 

. · 
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Tht small JP"OUp of man Jollins about the ravine 

• encnmpment CfOYldcd around the two men. The 
qua:"..z pieces were ))t\Hed amon1 them. Yes, It w:i.s 
gold. 
· Ten1lo:i mowited as the men bepn furiously 

0

prod· 
cling at the hillside • 

.. Hey: wait a mmu~e!" Bucksldn shouted. •Don't 
you mq tbh:Lk somebody ou:~ts £0 back to Smta 
Fe to retch ole Tazn and the rest1" . . - . 

The men looked at each other. ·some of us Jez"e?. 
Now? Finally, reluc:tantl1, two of them addled their 
horsef for tbe 2so.mile trip • .A. they mounted, tbey 

.11i·ere told to brine back supplies for en indefinite 
sta,.. · · 

Behmd·them, u they rode away, a b~ch of highly 
e:Cited men be;an digging furiously emcmg the 
toc.k.s ••• 

So base.n the arn~z.ing tale of the Beale- trensure 
cedes. The tale bas the· tv.-o 'Decessuy i:l1redients 
to mohe it one of the cl:&ssics: a fabulo1!s lost rnsire 
of.gold and silver, i:.nd jewels; o.nd a document that 
leads the hunter to tho burial ground. In addition, 
it hu an intriguing f e!.ture 'th:it most othii::- lost tr~· 
sure stories don't. ha,•e-tbe .opr1o:tunity ror anyo:ic 
to btoeome a treasure hunter riZla.f. in nu own ZiL•inz 
ro0m. T"nis is possible be::ause the tre-..!lurQ do::u· 
me."l.t is not a map but:a""S~ret code tbnt 11.:riyone can 
by" to· unravel. . · · . . . 

We turn now to Rob1,t-t Moniss, e hotelman in 
:L)"ncbburg, Va:, in the mly 19th century. Morriss 
opert.ted the plush Fnnltlin Hotel, the large.¢ m 
the dty. Among his ma:ny friends, was .Tt:.mes B. 
Ward of Campbell County, Va. 

One aftc.-noon In 1862, the second· year of the 
Civil WIU', Morriss invited 'Vard to his hotel office. 
Wb= both were eomfortabl)• sated, Mo:rlas pour· 
ed a drink for Ward, then he leaned foma.rd and 
be:;e to tell a most incredible story: · 
~'Jim, you're he:e (or a specific purpose, 10 with· 

• 

. . . le.' . 
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out. bcat!:ii· ArOund the bush, I'll expl~in. I'm get· 
mg pre:.ty old-84 to b~ exact-ao it's hi.ah time I 
tumed this thing over to somebody else." He point.· 

· ed. to a sh.I of papers on bis desk ... And with t.his 
wa.r gob: ou m our frcnt yards, you never -know 
wbat might happen the ne:t minute.': 

\V ard start.eel to interrupt but Morriss -continued. 
. "There ue seve..-al :reasons why l'\•e selected you for 
tbe trust I'm about to give·mends)Up for you imd 

. your family, tbe fact that you're· fairly young and in 
· drcw:uts.ncas tba.t will allow leisure time, and the 

utmost con!Jde:ice th!lt you'll e&.n'3' out my "1rishes. 
'\·ou mu.st spend cs much thne as pre.ctiu.ble on the 
papa.-. I"m c.bout to give you, and if possible, master 
their cc::3.tents. Finc.113•, if you're successful in finding 
the ~euure. )"OU'll keop half of my share as pay for 
)"our se.P'\riccs, tbc:n distribute the other half to my· 
relatives. The rest you will bold in trust for a.ta)' 

clai=ants that mizht la.ter appear and be a.ble to 
]:12'0'\"C their cl~hns~ If this amount is still unclaimed 
&lt.e:- 20 )'E::!..-S, it will reve.-t to you." -

\\·a.rd wu puuled, but since there v,.as notbing 
obje:t5::iable m a:oy of It, be readily agreed. He 
nodded at the p~pc:s on Morriss's desk. "And ell 
~~bb~~~r \ 

".Yes, .. answered Morriss, "but it's qwte a ctcry, 
so let's sta.~ at the ~""'lg." He pourc.-d another 
drmk, then pro;eeded: 

"'It -n::lS in .T=uary, 1820, when I was r\Jnnms the 
Wash!:;tou HoUsl, tb&t 1 fu:st m&t Thomas Jeffe:· 
son Beale. He came to the hotel with ti-10 other mm 
and stnted. his mte:ition of remaining for the winter. 
The gctlem~ with bhn, ~owe\' er, left in a f e'w days 
for PJcbmond. · 

"'Beale was oYf!Z six feet tall, v.itb jet b!.cclt eyes 
cd hsi:. He JOP»~ed to be unusually strong. His 
most distmguisbms feature was a duk, swartby 
coz:c~l=:do?l. 

"'He said he was from ''irginia, the western pm 
of the itate, I tho-.ight. He never ref e."Ted to his fam· 
ily or ances~rs. nor did I question him cancemi.,: 

them. I':l\•ould ha\'e hnd I dreuned of tha fut1.1re in· 
tc.reGt tbat v.·ould surround his ncame. 

"At tbe end of February, Beale left with the sa.me 
frie:oids wbo had co:ne earlier. I then ha.:i.rd not.hi.."lg 

·from him until January 1822, when he CB&in came to 
the hotel. His comple.""ion seemed darker e.nd swartb· 
ie:- than ever. 

"In the spri:ig, he left a_~. But, before doing so, 
be handed"me a box .JVhich, he said. conb.ined import­
cnt papers. He .wanted me.to care for them until 
the)" were czlled for. I kci>t them, hivin: no idea ol 
tbei; t;rue Importance Wltll his letter arrived. This 
letter I have C8J'efully preserved." Morriss handed. it 
to Wa:d. . 

.The Jetter ~as dated ••st. Louis, Mo., May 9, 1822." 
In it. ·!Seale said that c.fter a 10.d:ay stay there, he 
would be of£ to the western plams to hu."1t. buff Alo 
ed grizzly baa.rs. In regard to ·the b~x, Bsnle re­
minded Morriss tha.t it should be car6fully cunrdcd. 
~o. Bede. repeated (Continu&d on pore SO) 

Mc~ shoL."S the Blu• Ridge Mountain o.rea whert bonar..za li11 
. b:.:rud. The Ho.rt brothers ho.d to cross the Peaks of tl1e 
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>dt .\'o. J. Crock· 
: it means c!.is­
veri"I the ucct · 
:ation of tM 1 • 
~cl• lrtcsuri. : 
-:~r~ o.r~ tzro otr.er · • · 
-d~s. OM of:z.·h£.eh 

Although Code 2-listing th·e amo.unt 
that Thomas Jefferson Beale buried in 
Bedford County, ··about four miles 

~s c!rcac)I t11n 
u-at•tl~d. It i"ttrr.izc1 
• f =-:,ulaus c.-nount 
· ,u~·rr, &old, and 
>t~Lf • . 

.from Bufords"-has been .d·eci_phered, 
no ·one has been able to crack Code 1 
~hi-ch is the· key to $13, 000 in jewels, 
5, 100 p9unds of silver· and 2, 921 .... 
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