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The Chief of Information et
Navy Department v
Washington, D.C. 20350

Dear Sirs
I am submitting the enclosed manuscript iniaccordance with paragraphw
26 of BAVPERS 15891C, I request that it be given a security review.

I feel that all the substantive information has been previously
—~~—related in the press, in various books, in television news coverage
and in the 1968 Senate Gulf of Tonkin Hearings. There is nothing
new in this nature that I could nét locate usually two or more publioc.
sources to document._

1 initially feli concern that I might be the first official spokes-
man to confirm this information. Since I have read Mr, McNamara's public
testimony, this may not be the case. He confirmed much of the information.
The Pentagon Papers are also recognized 2g unquestionable official
reliability, and they too cover much that I discuss here. I have also
been advised by your office on the telephone, that my position as a
Navy officer in a position to know this information would not be a
sensgitive issue,

C m————
-

» )
: The only security information that I now is being revealed for
the first time is that in regard to the handling of the North Vietnamcse
prisoners. The basic facts were made public again by FNr. MNcllamara,
Additional information was released in an article I prepared for the
Institute Proceeding in 1971. The article concerned the attack when
these men vere captured. It was not printed to my knowledge, but it
was cleared for release at that time. The information I relate herein,
I do not consider to be sensitive. It is personal interest type of
information to give the flavor of the interrogation. Considering that
it is now nine years after the events discussed, I do not believe
that anything revealed here ‘is still a security concern.

The enclosed manuscript is not complete. I am still working on the
last chapter, but it is purely a summary and will contain no maw
information. I would appreciate your earliest review of this manuscript,
as it is almost ready to submit to the publisher, Thank you for your
consideration,

Respectfully yours,

/?/%&K "r.z\usn, Ret

{acKinnon, LCLR,
555 0cean Boulavard
Coronado, Ca., 92118

(714) 435-2419
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The Gulf of Tonkin.nexolutiun_yassﬁd_by the Unitad Jtﬁrua Congreaa-
on Augﬁat.7. 1964 was the'foundation'forrthc-war in Vietnan ac it is
remembered today. The °toryVleading up to this Resolution has been

_ ‘probed by many, but the world has yet to know what really occurred.
" I am the only one who cen accurately tell about tho m111tary events
that led th thia fateful legislative act. Sufflclent time hasg paseed
without authoritative data being made availdblo;.that.l conpider it
an obllgatzon to the public and to future hlstorlana to relate tho
details of that epoch week,

_ The Resolutlon was pa"scd in the wake of three days of m111tary
activity. The U.S.S. Maddox, a United ﬁtates destroyer, had been
attacked in the Gulf by three Nertih Vietnamgae PT boats. Two days
-later, there seomed to be another attack on HMaddox and a siptsr
destroyer, the UsSe5. Turner Joy. Thc Unlted States retaliated by
uending air strlkea against North Vietnam's naval bases. The reta11at1on
" was viewad as a just response that would advise North Vietnam and the
world, that the United States was determ1ned to enforce the hlstorlc

principle of freedom of the seae.

Was Congress intentidnally deceived when thay voted on'thin_measuro?
Thia'qudstioh has been apked before. Congress, in fact, asked it of
themselves in the Senate Gulf of Tonkin Hearings in 1968. Tho'ahswor,

“accepted now b& most, ic that ibey.were not deceived, but -perhaps they ‘
: dcted_eifher prémdturely or with misplécéd trust. The Recolutiion

definately did not turn out as intended.

The Resolution.waa pasped in great haste by Congressionzl standards.
Publio opinion overwhelmingly supported the Presidohtigl'adtion; Cengriess,
the lawful representativec of the  eopls, uam:anxious to chow the world

that they too could act quickly end near unanimously to endorse the
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Pregident. The Hesolution was the vahicle for expressing lhis opinion. -

anc Reroluiion nd the " inient"of the Resolution wers twéldirfcrent
things. This was nof immcdiately apparpnt becauns of the U.S. domestic -
politicai situation. It was only after the President wag élccﬁed_in hig
own right for his first full term, that the discarity would becowe
evident. The Resolution was, in tfhth,'hot a Congressional one. It had
been prepared by the Adminiatratiéﬁ for a different sit@ation, but since
it was readily available, it was adopted by Congress as an cxpcdioﬁcyQ '
How the loose, gencral wording could be soized by the President and
cited au-curtq’blanche approval for_ahy_and all actionﬁhd'might take

in Southeast Agia.

There had been war in Vietnam long before August 1564, and even .
afterward, the war.was to continue at basically the game levsl for’

ménths. This war, however, was a relatively low profile éffair as far

as the U.S. public and the U.S. press were concernsd. The irue extent

of the situation was ob#iously'known to the Administration, but therse ’

. Wers varying opinions on how to handle it. There were no area specialists

in key decision making positions, and there was a tendancy for the

decision makers not tO-adeduately consult with such specialists.
Consultations of this naturs were considered in a sense 1o be deferring
to a gubordinate. As & result, the main decisions on our Southsast |
Asia involvement were made by men who had no intimate feel for the |
intricacies of the afea; For the second timc,'in little over a |
décade,.wﬁ embarked on a poliecy of attempting to apply Hcstérn ‘

solutions in an Apian snvironment. %“e should not have been so surprised

vhen they did not uofk.

The Administration's drafters of the Regolution were not naive,

They Were activists who saw the nossibilitiss. They vressed the Pregsident.

" Now secure in his neuly elected status, ho wag in a position 1o invoke
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the new authorily granted him by thc Rcao]ntlon; The 1nV1tat10n,‘
granted Ly the loosz uerding of the Heqo]nhnn, wag only hesun to
be appreciated, The President could now make sweeping commitments,
end aftervards, requeot Congross confirm his actions by voting him

the necessary follow up funds, Congreas wau caught in a trap. If

. they denied the funds, then they would rightly be accuged of_Ondangoring

the lives of American fighting men., They had to comply. The President
vag in the driver's seat and he kheﬁnit. ‘“he tenor of.tha~Uar vasg |
about to change, The Resolution haa a new chart"r. The “war" uc the
world knows it now, dutes from the increased activitiy gunoratod by tho
"authority" of the ltesolution. Virtuélly svery pcrsoﬁ on earth had.

an interest in this war, The effect included mmong many other thingss

In North Vietnag - The war would be brought to themrfOF the first time.
No longer would it be a distant action in the South. Just about every
seotion of North Vietnam would feel the effect of U.S.. bomba, More of

the Horth's young men would be sent fo to war, never to rcturn., The

" war swallowed these men, for none ever sent off had yet returned.

Sﬁdrtages of food and consumer goods, while they had acurred in the

: paet, ‘would resuire greater gsacrifices in the future,

In the Upjted States ~ We iwould send ihousands of men to Southeast A51a.
Many would d;e;_othera.would suffer disabilities that would mark them
for life. We would spend billions of dollars, collected from every U.S.
taxpayeé, to prbvide_military'and economic support to South Vietnan. Ve
would suffer internal reprocussions, as our nation became sharply divided
‘betwsen those that supported the war and those who opposed it. Riots
and'protests ﬁéuld:reach every otate in the union, and blood would be
ppilt on U.S5. soil. : _ |

In Sputh Vgc}q arj - Their way of life would be tptallj disrupted by the
war, Thousands of men would be called to wor to die or be wdundcd.
Thousanda more.civilians —~ men, women and children - would die or be

A

injured, both as 1nnocunt and intentional casualiles of the uars




| . - ‘ P o
Familios would be separated, and hundreds of thoucands of people would
be displaced in the turning fortunes of baltle. Businenues and farms
vould bo.dcstroycd.‘The economic baes would chift drastically as ihe
men of many nations caine to help the Southfviethamcae, and jubt“aa

abruptly, loft them.

“In Communigt Nationg
. to greater or less degree, sacrificed their own iﬁternal goale, to

supply their sister Commmnist nation of "orth Vietnam with the means of

- There vas much belt tightening as these nalions,

‘~~Mar,_as well as with foods and goods for gurV1val. The war vwas a massive
drain on both thc_Sov1et-Un10n and China, the prineiple suppliera of
" the majority of the aid, Many of these nations would{contributo men ag
well, Some would actuaily'fight; some wduld serve as advisors, and many'
would come as complete mililary units to repair.or inétall lines of
edmmunicatioﬁ, since those in North Victnam'yerc being disrupted by
the U.8. air strikes. . '

" In Allied Nationg ~ There were many contiributions, None were as major
as thet of tho United States, but still, by the standards of these

individual nations,they were making significant sacrifices. They sent
fighting forces in many cases, and in others, they sent persoﬁnel to aid

in the civilian séctor or aseist in tho'grcat medical need., ‘‘hey sent

materiel as well.‘

In the MHenaiping Nations - These countrlcs, many of them third world

or developing nations, had to mark time, lNost of them had economic or
military requiremants of there own. They wanted aid or trade with the

major nations to keep up their develovuent status, They could not get

the major commitments that they wanted, for the- natione which they

were petitionihg, vhether Free world or Comwunist, were too hoavily

- committed in Vietnam. These nations vere stalled untll the situation

in Vietnam could be resolv=d.

Everyone in the world was c¢ffected by this war, whether they
reulzzed it or not, The Repolution and the events that OIICluﬂd it
are thuu of intereost to all. The military action’ that procedcd the
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Resolution has been c;ton"1v~1y chronlc]cu, but unfortunately by no one’

that hag becn privileged to have 1ns1d" 1nfornat10n. Many of the reportu

‘have bsen suspioious of the offxplal account. Some havo been close to

guessing the truth, but invariably, they orr in some'asucct of their reporis.
) R

Porhaps most a1gn1flcunu, is ths complets ommission of the North

«Vietnamese point of view. : _ -

The following narrative is ihe¢ only complete and factual one'that

—~_CAn_ever be written about the military aspects, for I was the only

person that was in a pbsition to obtain all ths detailed information

* from the ihree essential sources ~ ths U.S. operational side, the U.S. -

intelligence side and the North Vietnamese participanis. This was

purely a matter of circumstanceﬁ. that went along with my job as an

“intelligence analyst on the staff of the Comnander in Chief, United

States Pacific Fleet. I was responsible for znalysis of the Horth

Vietnamese Navy, There were other analysis assigned this regpongibility

at other commands. They had ontlrﬁly different ‘situations. Staffe of

nubordlnate comnands did not havc the tlme or ihe 1nfornat1on to ..

obtain the 1n-depth knowledge avallabla to ne. Staffs-at penior

Washington commands were oriented’ to strategic briefings of senior
government officials both military-and civiléan. They had no operational’
responsibility for forces in the field. The North Vietinansse Navy was

a tactical threat to U.S. ships which were the Flect Commander's
rcqunsibility; but certaiﬁly it was no strategic threat. As a result,

analysts in Washington could be grouped in two distinct categories.

At combaned ‘commands, the dnalyuts were usually country or1cnted,
i.e. rcspons1b1e for all forces in one nat1on - air, ground, pard—mllltary
and naval. North Vietnamese analysts at these commands vere normally
Army or Air Force of ficers, eince the air end ground forces were larger
and obviously reprcscnted a greater threat, Those officers could not
be expected to acquire,a detailed knowledge of the sm¢11 Navy for vhich
they were roaponsible, It was a minimal 1bzeat and i1 "was not within

the area of their expertise and career interest.

- At paval commands, the MNavy of Forth Vietnam was usuqliy lumped

e
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- logother with "othcrlﬂavics." This was o cu tcgoxy 10 be assizmed to a
junior, inexperienced officer or even a neyly hired civil servant,
bxper1cnced personnel werc a551gned to the girategic threat; vhich
was of course, mrlmarlly the Soviet NaVJ. hege Washington commands
did have a secondary rerouglblllty 1o JLDPOPt thc Fleet 1ntclllgence'

operitions, by recponding to. their rcqucsts for 1nf0rmatlon. In
.thle capacity, they had an 1ntcrcst in day to Jay intelligoncoy; as

‘they were required to file incoming information so it could be

—~—reirieved at a later date. This was usually dons on a source basis.

One cominand would huep the informztion from one source, another would.
- keep 1nf0rmatlon from another source. No one command ‘WaAB @ repos 1tory.
for all avallable 1nformat10n._Undor these circumstances, no analyst,
"no malter how hard he tried, could hobe to obtain a coﬁpletc pictu}e'
-on his subject Mavy. There was-no desire by his suﬁqriors that he do so..
“ .
The akalyst on the Fleét Commander's ctaff had to have all the
information, so0 he could support ﬁhe ships deployod under the
Commnndcr. This Was’necéssury so that they could effectively and
~'sa.fely carry out their assigned missions.;This,inforﬁation vas
available, although much’offii'ha&'to.bg grressively searched.out.

I was not the analyst at the time of the attack in 1964. 1 came .
to the job almést a year after the fact. This was an advantage, I
- could objectively analyse the Auguﬁf 1964 incidents from the records
available to me, I had 2 c&mplete file of all the messages, both
those in the operational channel and those in the intelligence channel.

I reviewed cll this i.fornmation asa matter of course, I felt that I
should know the compl:fe history of :his‘abtnct,_ao that if ths

Hoeth Vietnwmsss wers Lo alicapl it ourain, I could iuane an
appropriate wirning. Hy vescarch paid off, “he F's attacked again
in July 1966, but the target shipe were warned well in advanco.‘Thc

unoqucted cide benefit uas that my knowledgc of thtt;964.affa1r

enabled me to thoroughly oueetion the F¥ prisoners about there
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involvement in that attack. The informaijon they provided was
completely reliahle., I could verify most all ol it. In tho

Westorn w6pld, we are reluctant 1o accept that this could be the

" case, but-our frame of reference is entirely different. I have

included a chapter to discuss thcsc'priboncrc,'for it is the
information that they supplicd that mokes this account truly

unique.

Incvztably, when writing about real events in. the world of

. 1nte111gcncc, all the details and source mater1al can not bhe

discussed, Certaln ‘of these sources still remain een01t1ve, and

I have defenxed‘to securlty requiremonts in this regard. The

atbry is complete, but I have not attcmptcd'io document it. The
‘documents would never be available to. the public in any event,
‘Additionally, I have not had access to my former filcs,'whilo
writlng this, hany years have passed, since the events, so I
have not attempted to include specific times and the names of the'
many people that were involved, I have read many other accounts

of these August incidents. Some are quite scholarly. The authore

had no way of knowing the mistakes they made. These accounts,

- however, contain times and names which for the most part are

correct. They can be used ae reference, but 1 bave not repeatod
them for 1 can no longer'Verify_that they are accurate. I have
written this narrative, becsuse I recognize that no one else will.
ever be able to tell the same story. I huvc told the fncts in a

general vay, since thcre are muny people interested in them, not

Just acholars and historians., I hope this work will set the record

straight,




. the exception of a few senior staff members and a few on the communications
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LTS PT'n SEY FORTH

TYhe roar of the three Py starting their engines almost aimultaneouslys
was like the initial crash and ihe prolonged rolling of thunder. It wan
gudrantcéd to wake the most gcound sleeper, if indeod-ényouc were still.
asleep in this small Vietnamese nay;l-ﬁace town. Custom dictétcd thet

the inhabitants would be up performing their chores by this time,

The fact that a divioion of Pls would be sorteecing at this hour was
unugual. 1t had 6ccur:ed several times in the past,.buf'if wag definatély
not & routine occurance, It was certainly czuse for other work %o stop,

so that all could observe the departiure.

Tt was not only the civilian townsfolk that were caughi unaware by

this unexpescted event. Indeed, all the remaining naval personnel, with.

]

staff, were equally surpr1sed. It veo not customary for anyone, the

‘other Pl crews included, to have advance notice of a PT deployment.

A fev knowledgeable 1ns1ders appreciated that today wag to be a landmark

in the history of the North Vieinamece HNavy. They ‘watched the boats form in

‘s columa and ease out of the harbor with a very special feeling., The .

other obmzervers were glued to the scene for its own inherent beauty.

. o _ _ L . R
The boats were an impressive 3ight. There vere no others like. them,

-Thoy had no ohopped up supcrstructure with a mass of lxnoe and mastu

like civilian boats. 'heir most obV1ous chardcter1°t10 was their long clean
foredeck. This marked them unlque ‘among neaval craft, as yell._kgw

observers here would be lilkely to apprcciate that distinoiion, however,
dzithese Fls were thg.only.paval craft that most had ever seen. Those

who worked on the Pls knew that bcnoath'the expanse of foredeck, throbbed

" two diesel engiﬁcs. They were barely .idling now at manuevering speed,

"but at capacity, they could drive these light aluminum hulled boata at

specda up to fifty two-knotc.

——
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This engine placementi which had dictuted the unuauallhull.dcsign, was
a unique feature in marine constructlon. Boatls noxmully have their ecngines
sstern: near the screws thdt they are dcslgncd to drive. Thip would not
have workad on theso hxgh spoed PTq,howcver, for there would be no
" foreward weight to hold the bow down.and give thorboat stubility at 1op
specd. Theheavy engines, positioned well foreward, provided this pececsary
confruunting reight Lo offued Lin upﬂgn& thruat of the acrews from autcrn
and prevent the bow from being driven high out of ‘the Wuter. ' '

i

The raison'd‘etre for this boat was its ﬁwo lethal torpedoec. They .
wera carried in.tubee flanking-the midships pilot or cénning ﬁtafion. |
Each torpedo rebrcsentgd a pqtcntial destruclive capaéity vasltly disproport-—
ionatc to'the size of the carrying craft. Ona'torpedo, depending upon

whero xt hit, could easily sink a dcstroyer'or merchant ship, or hoavily‘

damaga a cruiser or aircraft carrier, These are all shlpa many times

larger and more cobtly than the lowlj PT, This destructive power versus ship

cost waas, in fact, the original reason fpf ihe gent¢sis of the PI', 5
- At the outbpuak of World War II, the arsenal of ‘the allies, the well

to do United States, could not meet all its desired naval construction
requirements. The preferable torpedo launching platforms'wero destroyors

and subiarines, Both time and money were considerations that dictated against
an instant musa-broductioh of these chip types. Yankee'inggnuify, then
seeing a deteriorating situation in the South Facific island warfare,

thought up the Pchoncept. The Pl's could be produced guickly ﬁnd in |

amall boat yards, thun rapidly building a nawval inventory at no sacrifzce

to major ship conatructlon. The boats were intended as a stOp gap measure
. until the tempo of war and the economy would allow more destroyers to he’
allocated to the Pacific Fleet. In no timc_at”all, we had #p'inatunt

inexpensive fleet of torpedo carrying crafte.

In theUnited States tbday,_wo have long since rqp&udca these small

" wooden hullod boats with more durable and larger destroyer type ships,

| T
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- which have a greater ill round wéaponn.capability. The P concept,

=i

- Not only are PPs ptill found in wany Navies, but the basic concept

~ They started initially for the same speed and ecomomy reasons as

‘was long ago adopted ﬁy many other nationa. The speed and economy

‘has a follow-on in the fbrm-of‘miseilo firing pmall oraft. The Mid-

factors were very abpealing tO‘cmali\nations, and to othera as well,

Eagt conflict has been_the proving ground for'this.now generation
of small boat warfare. The results have been convincing. The Soviet

Union has long bedn the leading advocate of small craft navies.

did other countries, but today, in spite of the ability to build
and support a Navy of larger ships, much of the Soviet inventory
still consiats of small ocraft variously armed with guns, torpedoes

or missilea. They ob&iously_have no intcntion of phasing ihem out.

Communist nations in goneral have led the way in endorsing the
retention of combatant small craft as a pormancht part of their
Navies. Ag aufhorifarian'states, theylhaveja greater tolerance for

rigking life in combate asituations without unduly uﬁsetting théir

population. The Unitéd States and other Western nations can accept
such rioks only in & desperate sijuation;'The_PT record in World War II
was glorious, but costiy. The FI' was vulnerable to the larger ships

it was required to attack. The-ﬁa§a1 archicht has to conéider three
features in Navy surface ship design ~ armor, armémgﬁi-and speed.

He must sacrifice ons to maximize the other, The PT waé,givon the
maximum speed possible, and as a result it c0uid not havekﬂufficiﬂnt
armor to sustain hits, or sufficient armament to fight off mdhackers
after its térpbdoos were launched, The casualties of World War II

make the PI' concept unaccepiible to U.S. planners of today.

" The North Vietnamese boats had only one self-defense weapon =
a tuwin 25 millimeter gun mohnt, It was mounted aptern of the conaing
sbadion. It was by desiga, strictly conccivcd'uu~anti;aircraft )

protection, A Qoapon,'this light, was virtuully.uscleﬁﬁ'aﬁainnt'a

—
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major ship target, and (T\Bny eventl, givon‘itﬂ'locatj(:) it éould not
bo-dop;osacd far enoaphit Lo fire at a surf.ice 1ar¢ct cxcept'off tho otern

of the Pf, i,e, when il was wit_lnlfawing from action, ig :n .'-;.nti.-.-air'é-r:v,f‘t
weapon, ite effectiveneas could be cbnsidered_qnly marginnl(at beat,

There was no radar tracking cababilify;“mil.things congsidered, the guns .

“main function was psyehological support. It would be reassuring to have

the bustle of activity and the noise of ihe guns firing back, regardless of

the chances for suress in actually downing an atiacking airplane,

The boats cleared the harbor and tﬁrncd south. Their column formation

gave way to their usual underway formation ~ the division commander in the

lead with the other two boats off his quarter, or slightly astern and off

 each side, following his movemenis. They were almogt instantly'throttlod

up to fdrty five knots; which was the maximum cruiaing'spged'that

could be maintained for any duration without overheating the engines, .
Foftycfive knots ie an imgressive upced‘at seé, It is nine or ten times -
faster thah the average junk or local boat in this area; three or four
-tim@a faster than the typical merchant shipj almost half agdin as faot

as the ordinary deétroye:; and within the Samc‘rango ag the more essoteric *
Nhydrofoil and planing iype craft'nou being developed in many nations.,

The PU sailora reveled in this "racey" image. This.set them apart from their

. "lesser" comrades of the sea,

The boats were now turniﬁg.up a wake that slammed with bravado
against-the'steep tropical foliated karsts that ché:aotgrized'thtn
island afoa, all-thé way from the Chinese bbrder to the vicinity of
Hai Phong, where they would break out into the Gulf, Cruising at this speed
waé very sclf satisfying. Thoy wer$-thofking of the water._This-was'
& very un-communist matdphorc,_but political_doctrind can.ndt contpol

these inner feelings. Fishermen and coastal traders hit by the wvake,

would bob to the point of overturning. The VI nen enjoyed being the

source of their ugitation. They felt that the world ghould move out
of the way for them. .They were heading into. battle, This was no drill.:

N




This phase of ihe dnploymcnt wag fam)lldr. They nad made this

“trip bcfore in plactico. qodnb, they kncw that there wag an 1nport1nt

differsnoe. They would be in combat before ihey returned. This added
anothor emotion 2nd tension to an otheruise exhllcratlng experience.
They knew from the past, that,thoy'couldllfuvel fhc lengdh of their .
country in four and a half to fiﬁc hours. Today, they would ndp have
to travel the full distance. They were schediled to rénd;ivous of f

Hon Me and avait the arrival of their headguarters and comnuhicationn'

~van, The van had departed Van Hoa ut the’ same time us they, but the trlp

overland would take twice as long.

There was no talk aboard the boate. 1hc roar of the engines and the 3

stiff breeze at this high speed, made c0nvcrsat1on difficult at best.

- Bach man was alone in his thoughts. They were acutely awars of their

recent: briefing. They had been told thut they had been honored. Their
divigion, out of the four North Vietnamese PT divisions, had been
selectod to be the first North Vietnamese Naval unit to engegs an |
enemy in combat. They were ccrt#in to gaiﬁ world wide recognition

in this preéident Betting.action. They were told that it'would-be a

relatively simple task, Just like in>practice. They would move south

. to their operating area during lhe morning. They would wait, relax

and cool their engines until ihe mobile hecadquariers or "foreward

 command post" also arrived. Thby would then conduct the standard

communications checks, and after dark, they would be direqted_into
the attack by the foreward com-and post. "hey had practiced all
"this before, ” : '

'-No'one'thoughf or would have dared to ack what "gin" this U.S.
déstroyer had. comnitted, The Huromberg principle not withatanding,
like-military men the WOrld-ovér, these men were taught to obey the
orders of their superiors. Had they sought to auestion an order,
which would have been unthinkabls, they woﬁld'undoubygdly huve been
shot by their own side. Thoy knew Lhat the United States was helping
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South Vietnam resist the (ﬁlflcat1on of Virintm under )banner of

communism. They had heard, u1off101nlly of course, that “xulder boatﬁ"

“from the South vere oporating ubo1nbt their country. The rumors oame

from fellow PT'mon who had rclatlvcu in the areas that had bLeen effccted.
It vas rocognized from Lhe reports that these were haraacnent m1ssxone,

and nol large gcale operations of any: gru¢t rlgnlflcance. There was no .

attempt to link these raids to the activity of the U.S. deutroyer.

The PT division was aseigned the task with no background eznlanatlon.

They nccepted the order as a logical and neceutary fact. They did not

try 1o jusiify 1t 16 themselves or relate it to ithe more ncrul

- relations between liorth and South Vaetnam. thy had no concern or

epeclal 1nterest in why thc preﬂcnt moment had heen sclcoted for the
attack, They had been given an order and they would b=y it. Por the
Pl craws, it was as siaples ng-thnt. | :

. The North Vistaamese leadership had selscted tﬂe time, They knecu
that Maddox had just commanced her patrol, and théreforc, vith past
exporlcnco ag a gulde, they could antzclpate that she would remain in
the area for et least the next few days.'The attack decision wag made .
in Hanoi én the thirty first of July, the day nfter these leaders had
been upset by a raider miaspion of the previous nlyht..fho night of
Angust sccond was the first opportunity the PPs would have to attack,

- given the internal structurﬁ'for relaying orders down the chain of

comand., The system just took that long.

Tha men of Py d1v1510n 3 vere aware of the honor that had bzen
bestowed on them, Their entire pollthal philosophy and military

trainlng had lead them to ant1c1pute this moment. The honor, hovever,

would not be without risk. Now alonc-wlth their thoughte, aa they

sped sOuth, they had a tendincy to think more of the risk than the
honor. Thcy'tr1cd 10 suppres g the unpleasant p0331b11t11es from

iheir mindg, and to eimply enjoy the ride. _ -
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"U.8.5, Maddox, the object of North Victnan's attention, wus just

‘getiing used to her patrol routine. It wos a dopé.ri.ura f!'om--ﬂle 'no-r'm.

A destroyer'e normal deployment is steaming with other fleet units. In

group steaming, and particularly when oparating'with'an aircraft -

carrier, the crew is very bugy. Guite fréqucntly iliey are required to stand

port'and starboard watches, that is four hours on and four hours off.

W¥hile on watch, almost every member is required to be constantly alert.
There is continuous activity. Thafe are course and apoed‘uhangcs; there are
visual and r:dio comﬁunicationa;-therc are w#rning watches on radgt and
sonarji and thqre are those ihat ﬁust plin for.cémplicated manuevers when
the entire fqrmatioﬁ'ghaﬁgcs course. This routine soon becomes second
nature, in spite of ihe standard grumbles about the long hours. It is
part of the job, and in reality, the pressure is'cnjoyéd;,Thcra;ié

no time to-get‘inio trouble, or lose oneself in idle thought. Hork...
slebﬁ...work,.;sleep..;and before long it is over. The ;hip is back in

porf and the pressure of life5at'sea'is forgotien with the contrast of .

life asghore, : ' 7 ' .

The destroyer operating alone is a different story. The patrol in the
"Taivan Strait was the closést thing for cémpariaon to their present
miesion, but thero were many significant differences, The Taiwzn
patrol consisted normally of three destroyers.ﬂﬂt least tio were on
station at any given_time. One. would be north; the other south, They
would not see each.otper thgf often, but they were communicating with
each oiher and with shore stations, The object of the patrol was easy
to understand. They would protect Taiwan from any possible threat from
thp‘Chincsc.éommuniats. This positive objective and the company, at
least by radio, of other ¢0mrades, set this situation apart from
Maddox's presont mission. The Qﬁe common feature was the greatly
reduced tempd of operations.lﬁelaxation #nd‘spare timg are only
wolcomed; if there are altcrﬁati#gs for which to f}ll,this spare

time, At sea, thers wre few alternatives. There was plenty of'time

for idle thoughts.
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Maddox's crcv was ill at cave. They had been instructed ‘that

wag uOP obCMLT 'ﬂhey coild not tulk about it when thcy.

returned, yet they themaClVCS would not share in many of the secrets to
' which - o

be collected. They were essentially chuuffers for the “"hlack box!
was put aboard in Taiwan, and the men that had accompanied it, Thewne men
hed the -crew perplexed, They looked like sailors, they dressed like

sailors, but they were ccrtainly vczy dlffcrcnt from the crew of Muddox.

They did not talk about their uork. They stuch together and did not

- pocialize with the crew., They took up bunks and space at the mess

table, but while inconvdnicncing'thc ship's company in {ihis respect,
they seemed to have nothing to offer in exchange. The crew of Maddox

here~to-fore had been a-éinglc unified force brought together by _

" the common exporiences of shipmates. Now a thorn had becn driven in their

side and it was aggravating[ It had to be endured., The crew knew that
their visitors were involved in the'"résearch" effort that was the
reason for: the patrol. Thope more astute or more expcrlenced could
evon aurmlse “the precise nature of thelr visitor's work, but the

fact romained, it would not be shared by those aboard Maddox. These
Autsidors'were not greeted with much enthusiasm, nor the patrol
likewise, It was a time to be endured, until they would refﬁrp_to

port and start anew,

’

The destroyer division commander, embarked in Maddox, and the

ship's captain were better informed, but they too lacked enthusiasm
for the patrol, although for dxfferont rcasons. Heither of ‘them had
previously been indoctrinated into the world of 1nte111€p:nco prxor
to;this‘misaion.'Thie vags a cerious disadvantage, but not an unusual
on:for'officérs who had gpent their entire career in destroyers.

Their briefing was certzin to have been an eye opener and an awe

inspiring expericnce into the capabilities of our intelligence
eystem. This was a two edged sword. 'he more ono knows, the more there

is to worry‘abou£. Unfortunaté1y, the old adage, a little knowledge

is a dangerous thing, is very true.




T N SO

Thore were come 14: lzax aspecta in thia new mingjzn assignuont.

The requirements for Vlbudl intelligence collection were not new., It

was a phaso of operational PCudlnCSB ihat all ships were trained in.
%o Ve .gure, thcy would have to rev1ew their internal- rcportlng
procediinas, the Flcet reporting 1n»truct19nu,.and the intelligence

photqghaphh;.The orily unusual aspect of this'was that thsy were now

\G

very likely to have an opportunity to report actual intelligence inform~

~ation, on these ships which wvere here~to-fore merely pictures in an

intelligence folder,

The unsetiling pdrt of their intelligence 1ndontr1n¢tlon vas that
concerned with the "black box" They were »old in gencralities about
the equipment it houucd, and speclf;cally Hhit 1nformat;on they could

expect to be provided to them for their own uclf-prbtcction. There

. 1a a woxld of difference lLislneen ihe 1h&cwe15¢al end ihe fact. These

nen had vivid 1nug1ngt10n hat they 1¢ully nceded vas an ianatant

sducation on all prcvlous intelligencs of this type collected from

-Horth Vietram. This was obviousiy impossible, but only with such a

background could they be in a position te properly analyse new
information as - it was roceived. All Agian Communist natlons keep

up a steady stream of bellicose propaganda., This is the “bac}ground{"-_
It must be continuously read and understood, no that when ‘the:

"background” level is excseded, it can be recognized as nuch, and

& warning sounded. The officers of Madzox could not be expected to

* make this evaluation, That is not too"surprisin81 but what does

surprise most obsebvers; is the fact that the team manning the

black box was algo not in a positiion to proyide this cyaluatod

intelligence,

The officer: and'commudlcétionﬁ:techniéians that'canutitutod the

tcam vere ;inguists and technicians. They warﬂ not charrod thh tho

sufglantive analysis of the 1nformat10n that  thay were 3331gnod to

colleot. They were responsible only for its collectiows In the prqcéﬁs

v

v




they inevitably pcrforivd a meagure of analysia, butpu)cir wotivaticn

for this was to enheance fnture collection oppdrtuniticsg rather than

toward providing 1nformat1nn unorn whlch to base a comnaand decimion.

Thexr evaluations wcre therefore 1nconp1ctc and unreliable from a

command sts ndnoznt. o -
This divisgion of responsibility within thé-intolligence organization

wags justifiable in most cases. Yhese ghipboard collecters wers merely a

frontline processing and relay station. They forwarded all thcir b///

informatioﬁ to shore stations for 1n~dupth analysis. ﬁrue, only a

very few mesgages vould be ucnt dnring the patrol for imncdiate o

analysis, Most would be recorded and ‘sent after the Shlp returned

to port..Thc p;occsalng could take wool ,'months or chn yearso before

final digposition was made and ‘the raw ma+er1a1 was relogated to tie

files,

Tho information had to be analyscd in two distict ureas.'The
fxrnt was the technical analysis. hen, computers, and oth*r machines
would examine all the techiical parameters of the signal, The object f :
“wonld be to detcrm;nc the sending and rccelvxng-statlon, the capability V/(
of the particular circuit and {hé'intcntiqn of the North Vietnamese
user. This would anable-rufure col'ection effortis to isqlafc and
select certain of the most productch'ta;gct signals for additional
collection. This'analyéis wag similar to the on-board andl*sis in‘,_f_‘,___‘_wm~

~

that it was directed towurd enhancing the collection offort from ey

a purely technical SLundelnt, The signal aext had to be analyccd for

its content., Again men und nachines would endmour to make sense out
6f'thc information that was sent in a private system upecifically to
ddny_outsidcre the benefit of any intelligence cantqincd therein, -
This type of unalysis vas beyond the capability of the substantive
analyst that would he the ultimate beneficiary of a successful
technical analycis, The technical analyst cn the othar hand, could

not'neccssarily appreciate Lhe substiance of the inforpation that
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he eventually would extractl and repori, lle vas reonirsd to report
_his information, incompletc'qnd iaperlecl if such wag the limit of
his ability, just as he rcceivcd‘it,.ahd with no comiaent on the

-intention or significance of the information derived,

The second phuué-of the analyuis is the subslantive.portion, The

technician that has handled Lhe signal up to this point, is highly 3 V//

-trained in his field. He has read as much, if not more, of ihs

informaiion from these sources, ag the snalyst to follow. lis orientation
and iraining, however, is strictly toward the technigal aspecl of

this information, Thiag is vwhy he ig précludcd;,and rightly so, from .

The substantive analyst iakes ihe input
from the technician, and puts

‘commonting on.its meaning.

it with the bank of -other information
‘he has on the subject, This includes much informatidﬁ previously .
pfovide by this same thhhical source, but with oné important
diff@rénce. The material has been analysed by him and evaluaied

as 10 its procise meaning. He nas many other non-technical scurces

‘that aid his svaluation. All sources are subject to error, iven a photogragh
~can be migintcrproted. Ii is up to this analyet to put all

‘avzilable information together, and emerge with ihe ons true
picture, - o -

AT s )

Initially, the anéljst will study.u single siﬂnal-against all e
previous signala from the same source, If it is 1ncon01 stant, he
will try to determine the- reason. 1f he accepts it as valld, then
he must determine 1f it ha° added to the total body of information
from similar sourccs,'and if he can nov determine more accuratcly

the course of action beins tiken by the country he is nnalv ing.

He will then add to this, informualion from hlﬂ other zources, such .

as photographu and agento reports. He will determine whether thene
areiepnsistant with the total body of information he has received.

If ihey are, it may not be anything earth shuking, but he will have

. gained a better feel Tor the operaling procedure and the pregent

evenis in ihat country,.
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Occas 1onally i signal may appear s6 lhreatening Chat Lﬁc objectlive \//
of the analysino is in ¢f€ect reversed, The aim in much'a'ganc in.to
prove or disprove the validity of thé'individual signal, Thc.sumer
procedurs in really pemformed, but at a gréwtly increuaged rate, then e
focused back again on the subject. mCuDJLC. All thc sources at the
analycts diaposal are assembled to detcrm1n~ the true meaning of tihe
signal. This is perhaps one of the most cruc1a1 tasPa of the. analyﬁts..

job. The signzl in itself io scldom wrong. The error ceusing a crisis

—~-is-mogt oftea Lhe fact that the signal is being interpreted out of

its intended context. The analyst here stands alone, le iz the only o
" one with the bickground knowledge of day to day operatidnﬁ} and thus
the only one.ﬁho can réliablj say wvhether the measage under scrutiny
repreéents & true threat. lle must have toial reczll, or at lea t the
abiiity to,1ocate in his files, all the 1nformai10n that bsars on the
issus at hahd. Even then, it is not absoluts, He can not hope to_asaembic
evarything to donvince another person, bccduse hig analysié is based
upon months of:daily reading that gives him an intimate fecl for hig
: athect. This extra "gut" feceling can not be acouired by somconc elae

on a crash study ba91n. The commander relying on this analyst muat kmow

his abillty and trust his Judgcment.

Jdeully, an analyst could ride each Ehlp on an intelligemes mission,

Thie is unfortunately 1mpos§1blq; for the very fact that during the
time that the analyst was traveling to and from thc ship and whils
aboard,-he would be out of touch with-wuch of the necessary information
he necds to make him a competent analyst. “ith éll these time 11pses,
he dould be forcvcr tryxng to catch upy on periods he had MJbubd. Short
"of hav1ng an analyet on the ship, the next begt alternative, is to have:
a ship's officer who at one time or another, had occuplcd a chore DbLillet

as un analyst. Such an officer can give those in comand a greater appreciat—
ion for the complexities of the intclli(cnﬁc field. Occausionally this need

can be filled by an experienced of‘1ccr with the blnck _box team, who

1gnoros the rules of his agency. Yuch an of11c=x, 1nt1matelj familir




R e

with his team's capability, can, if he hus

i broad ouilook toward his

profeasion, provide the commander a greater understanding in the samo
scnge ag an ex—analyst. This will not give the commander a black om:

whito answer, but it can sugeoat to him, caution, oo that he docs not

over react to 1nformution of cucstlonpble wilue,

Maddox"ha4'nonc of this extra hdlp.-Thoy weres unduly unnerved
at the dtart of their patrol by the intelligence that they vere
collecting. They had ern-rcqﬁcnted that the patrol be caﬁccled,
Permission was denied. Tt was qﬁite obvious fromthis, that they did

'-not understand either the importance of the patrol or the true

substance of the information that they were collecting. This lack
of enthusiasm, lack of.undcrstanding, and nervousness would be
important in events to come. At this time, the senior offibcrs were

primarily affected by this. The men were more rclaxed, and they settled in

to-wait until the next opportunity to visit port.

-
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T h o " CONFUSION

The Pl crews could see Hon Me Island on thé_horizon.'Thcir

' dcatination now in sight, the adrenaline started'pumping again with

thoughtso -of the action to come. Adnitted, it was to be a long wa1t,

but never-the—lssa, it would be from here that thoy would begin their

assault. The trip, 50 far, had been entlrely uneventful, as had been

predicted. Perhaps the attack wouldfglso be as simple as planned

" Ag they drew clouef. they saw a Swatow cluss patrol craft at sea

obviously waiiing for-ihem.yThin sent a surge of pride throught the

P!' ranks. They felt vefy sﬁpcrior to this "second class" navy. They
knew the Swatow crew would be envying the Pi's elitcna#s, and thay
also Knew that this boat at least, would be aware that the Pls were
scheduled for combat-this wery nighf. They were prepared‘to play the
hero to an admiring audience. The -Pis continued in at full aspecd to

inpress their less_fortunate brothérs-in~arms.

They were élosing rapidly on th{Swafow, but sométhing was wrong.
There was obviously great excitement aboard the gunboat, and it was
apparently not juﬁt bscause they were greeting the boats scheduled '
for battle tonight. The Swatow cahtain wes waving his arms wildly °
and'shbutiné a continuous, but unintelligable méssage. The d1v1310n

commander now pulled uithin range, and the reason for the excitement

"was abruptly made clear,

' The Swatow captain frantically told the FPis 1o ;tthcg now, le
explaiﬁcd that hies headquarters had £omwurded these 1ntruot10na_h
for him to relay to the PTa, They had advised that the destroyer
waa leaving the afea, so the attack had to be now or never, le gave
the PTg an attack course, lie then wont into a frenzy over {hq non=-
responsive PTa, lle experted them to obey, wnd immcdfgiely-turn Beaward.




~approximately 24 to 28 knots. Their main ba@tery"cpnnisted of two

than a destroyer.,

(\ cca
This waz a real dilemna. thu vag a radical dcpavture from the
plan. the PI' commander wao not about to take 1mmcd1atc action, He :

wanted to think ihio over slowly and caxefully. He could not communicate ‘

with the patrol craft shore establishment d1rcct1y. Hls radio

squipment was not set up to match, Admlnlntratlvoly, Pis and patrol

orafi were completely aeparate entities. The boats and personnel

never mixed., Their support organlzatlons.werp entirely independant.

The boats were homeported in different piagca and aqj one port had _
~only one type of boat thcreih;-ln tho=rafe instanéc, that communicatlon

between the tuwo type commands was nscessary, it was not done dlrectly,'

but via Naval Hcadquarters itself. For all practlclc purposcs, they
“could v1rtua11y be oon51dercd two chdrato naV1ea.

The compléte separation was cohfirmcd and accepted a8 abaolute
several months back., Thig followsd an abortive attempt by the two
boat types to work together. The Swatows had pressed ito test thza
,tactlcQ The PTs were not onthusiastic, but they were ordgred to
cooperate, Th& North Vietnamese officers had trained in China, and
theChinese had instructed them'in combined operatichs fdr attacking
2 targut ship. lthe PP officers listened to the Chinese instruction,
but 1nﬂtantly dis carddd it a8 not applicable %o the situation in
 their country. The Chinese did have tactical applzcatlons vihere
this was a valid concept, and thus they taught it to-all-the foreign

tralneés.kThey did not tailor their instruction fér any one couhtry..

The North Vietnameso PY officers sensed this, but the Swatow officers
did not. | |

~

~‘the Swatows were only half as fast as ihe Ms, They could do

twin 37 willimeter gun mountm. 'Thege were effcctive against small

craft of esimilar uvize, but not against a warship as large or larger

A dugteogor woald haves iz vaally onlgaaed beth

I
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when ong&gxng aircralt, but #till th» gunz qerL q)t wadap controlled,

which Woulu huve been highly deo1rsablo for anti-aircrafi we apons, P
In a oomblncd operiution with PPy and Swatows then, -the Pl'a were -
belng‘anked to forgo their speed advantage, to.avail themselven of
the "diversion” that could be creuted by the uwatows, and not
really for the added assistance from this dubious firepowoer. The

PT off1cere.werc unanimous in their opinion of this tactic, and
never ‘gave it a second thought. Their speed was sacred. They were
not willing to sacrific it. They felt that it, and it alone, cowld
protect them from hostile fire. In upite of those strongly held
opinions, the exprcise-was forced upon tﬁem.-Predictabiy; they-were.
vocifqrous in their after exépciqe objections, and the taétic wag

shelved for good.

The PT commander was presently mwulling over his-optidns; The
Swatow captain was ehaffxng inuvardly, but notzceably. He had nothxng
to loose, however. The complote sepoaration of the two orpan1zat10ns
and the fact that the PYs were the ‘elite of the two, made the PT
oommander's decision all the more. dsz1cu1t. He would have no help
in the decision. He ppuld not lower himself to confide in the
Swatow captain, nor even. through him to the pafrol craft shore
organization. They were his inferiorse, and they could not give hxm
_orders. He would have to appsar to be above it all, and in com: 1and
at all times, He isorked out a logxcal exocuse for this delay, uh1ch
- was purely to g:ve himeelf more th1nk1ng time, le was sure of one
thing. The information that the destroyer was leaving, was undoubtedly
true, Tho patral craft organizution would not hava fabricated that

type of 1ntell1gence.--

Addltlonally compound:ng his dilemma was the anthor1tar1an'

neture of North Vietnam. He was not prcpared to take act1on by
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himuelf, H= had never been recuired to do o before. He had alwaya

" been able to pimply follow orders conceived by someone zbove., Initiative

vas not a prized asset, Indced, there was more fisk in miepguided
ihitiativo, than there was reward for 9ubcc§sfnl action. The division
comuander vas lout. Hig foreward command post gave him ali:tho_r |
guidance he required, but they would nof-be down for several more

hours. The destiroyer would be gone by then. A dccision had to be made,

There scemed no way out of this uhpfccidentcd situation, but to

make the fateful decision. If he attacked now, he would not have the

“cover of darknessz. This had aluays been coﬁntbd upon, as an added

.selffprotectioﬁ'featuro-in ihe unescorted attack tactid udoptad by the

PTs, He tried not to think of this ac a disadvantagc. If 'he a2ttacked
now,-thé‘whole pcfiod of ﬁaifing and ihinking over the potential con~. .
seouences vould be avoided. 1f he uere“not to attack, buf rather Qait
;uﬁtil he had orders from the proper authofity; and ihe attack orde:
-had beecn properly relaycd-tofhim:by Naval Headgquarters, bui in the
ihiérim, the destroyer made a successful get away....he would really
be individually in trouble., le could be accused of cowardice or worse,

and the penalty was certain to be drastic and guick. An attack offered

him company in his fate,-

¥

It had now been almostaan-ﬁour and a2 half since the PTs had
arrived.at Hon NQ..The excuse of having.to cool his engines, had run
out. From time to time, the Swatow was receiving bearing on the
dostroyer. It was coming south. here could be no more procrastination.

The division commander gave ihe ordsr, and the three PITs were headed -

seaward,
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.The soa conditiona were the usual for this time of year - an

occasional chop near the coast and fﬁvthcr in the Gulf, there were

pome gizeable swella. This was as near ideal ag could be expected, but

the PTg were not convinced of that, They vere headed nearly into fho
swWwellzs, and they appeared giguntic for theée men had. no experience in-.

the open sea. Thair normal -operating area near Van Hoa was sholtdrod

by offlying iélands. When they had made their previous iransite south, .
they had.always atayed. inshore, and of course, their pr#btice days had been

- chosen for ideal weather conditions.

; ~ The boats had formed up ih their steaming and attack positiona
in thé?more domfortnble vaters near lion Ms, Now, they were further
seaward and urocoedzng at full bpeed As in their transit, the two
g flnnklng boats were kccp1ng stat1on on the lcader by "seaman's eye."

They used no assis ting dcv1cec - not radar, nor even. compaae bearings.
Furthcrmore, thoy kept station vithout communlcatlons or any signal from
the leader. This was not due to any modern apprec;atlon that_radar and radio
" communications would reveal their position, but rather it-was an easy '

'unaophistibated routine that all their forces-cou}d'follow..The radar

was, in-fact, lite off, Thie was the proccdure that the Chinqge'had
taught them. The Vietnamess faithfully followed all the. prescribed

procedures and would not thlnk to change them, ﬁhey would never consi

e
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removing any eouipment from a ship even though they never us ed it,
The PT crews wrote off the radar as a "modern cudget,"” but since it
was chcfgized, it was dcting like a beacon for iheir oppbuition to

locate and idcntify.them.

Station keeping in these cuellr wags becomlnp nulte dlfxlcult.

" In truth, it must be told, that the unaccuctomed movement was
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cauaing naumsa and digcomfort {o many of itlie crew. This 1mpuired

~ their power of concentration. the lead boat was frequently diﬁuppearing'

complotely on the*other.sidg of a swell. At other times, the action

of the gea made it appeuar that thc‘lqader,was changing course, when

in roality, he was just irying to raintain hic heading. The zwells

would 1ift his gtern olear of the water, and leave him no c¢ontrol

surfaces to guide his direction. Mis hcad vould swing wildly in one direct-

ion or the dfher, until his stern was again-in'the water and his -rudder
could put him on-the desiréd.hcading. The two flanking Voats tended .

10 over compensate for whai they conceived to be a course change, or .
vhen their leader was out of sight. The result was a very sinuous

course wvhich was exasperating and annoying to all.

The following boats had additional difficulties in tryihg to
kéep siation, but the lead boat was not enjoying a éusy ride, The
traditidnal method of:navigation for jhc North Vietnamgse PTs was.
by vigual identification of landmarks or coastal pileting. lNow. that.
the division wus heading to sea with ho rcfcrencc'point“on ihé
horizon, they had to steer a compass cource. ''he compass wag familiar
since it was installed on the Pls, but‘liké-‘hc fadar, it was there
and never or nearly never, used. Kow irying to steer by the w11d1y
swxnplng compass for thc first time, the lelBlOn comrancer was
experiencing great dlrf;uulny. He was mot ot ull_fvnm thot ke a5
beided §: e ruper Jzcelicn. |

A1) Daade reo tiding oy vt fle Yev vandd arrsh irce dre ree
sCthe yeouliint sj1iy vo0 Graied @ft 1o vel the entire crev Uy
e b e Foree oF fhe pedivrsd 1ind ind 1ol o wew oy ine Plg

speed for an effective wind ve:locity of near cixty knots. The boats
‘ trgmb1od iand ghook with evcry.ppﬁnd.'Tho men began to wonder how
much torture their boats-could stand. They hagd pevar experiénced ény-
thing like this before. The total effect ﬁau.ouo of extreme discomfort =

they wore leaving the familiar Sight.of lund; they werd nauseated and
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wet; thay feared for thz pafely of iheir boatis; they were having
trouble keeping station; and ‘they were hecaded for un uncertain. '

and hazardoua attack.

They were forced by the elementis td recduce their spe:zd slzzhtly,

'to keep themselves and their boats tcgethor. It wag with great

relief that the destroyer nas f;nally Pl"hted. It pave them nn'
obaoct for whxch to steer, 1nntead of tne uncertain and difficult
compags course. It was couforting lo know that they had sucessfully
navigated to this intangible npot and located their orey. The

. information provxded hy the patrol organlzatlon had 1ndoe& been

corract. The destroyer was headxng south south east ‘and apparcntly

departing North Viethamese waters, .

2.The PTa pointed for the attack, Closing a ship in this manner

' 1= pomevhat like aiming = .gun at a skeet shoot, but at a much ‘slower

pace. If the target in not 1ed, you 1nvar1;b1y migs. This oimple
_concept -ig often difficult for many peoplo to grasp. The North

-' Vietnamese had:ino;dinate difficulty with it. This became'uppdrent_

later in the war, ﬁheir'aﬁti-aircfuft gunnera habitually failed to
lead the target alrcraft. Plane~ Iost to gunfire were more a matter of .

luck then skill on behalf of North Vletnam.

Today, in thxs ship versus thp duel, they- made the sume mistake.,.
Thoy aimed at the dentroyer instrad of agsuming a lead anvle. This
meant a stiern chase, Aiming where .ithe destroyer had been, instead
"of where if was going, would circle the PTa around behind the target.
The destroyer in turn, . waé making course changes to open the range
and prevent the PPg from closxng. lhla greatly lengthened the apporoach
run for the Prg. Thers was never any quegtion but that the Pls would -

sventually get in range of the dentroyer, because of the groat apeed
they were-acutely

™

difforeatial, if ‘they perseverod. On the destiroyer,

awvare of this.
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Aboard the Pls, ihey knew 1hat thcy rould caich uprtoo, but the

congtant courae: chunglng of the des tro;rr wag exasperating. They were

" "headed dlrcctly into the ewells by now, and ihe dxncoqurt and wetness

was uppor most in their minds. They were opening the coazst more and
more, and they were alone. They knew thai out here, there would be no

help from other North Vietnamese forces, should it be required.

i

The chase ground on for hours. It was two hours after leaving

"~Hon-Me that the destroyer first opened fire. This had beon expected.

After all, the Pls wereftfying to cink ihis destiroyer, so it was
logical that he should attempt to i¢fend himeelf, The gunfire made them
~think.of thcif instructions;'They had been taught that the enemy
gunfire would not be effective., The reaﬂbniﬁg vas that in the face of
a detﬁrmined aspault, the cﬁemy would be weak and afraid, and thus
“his aim would be erratic. The PT doctrine allowed them in.this phase,
1o manuever to avoid the snemy fire. Pregumably, the enemy fire could
be more accurate here in tho'éafly stages, before the PIg got really
_close enough to stirike them numb with fear, The doctrine was to
cﬁange as therrange was decrc#sed. The destroyer's fire at present,
wag 8o far romoved, that the PPz did not manuever. The gunfire wan
disturbing to these mon never-the-lesy for it_ﬁas their first time

under fire, It added to their gcngral'diccomfort, and desire to get

this whole day over and done with.

Evontually, they began to manuever as a precaution. Nonc of the
destroyer'n flre, nov or latcr, was to come very close ‘but as the
rangs decreaped, they thought it best to keep the dontroycr ‘confused.
If the fall of the shot was relatively near, they changed course
1m1cdiate1y;‘if‘it were more distant, they changed when they heard
the next volley;'They.were pleused that their tactico were apparently
successfui, and that their Chinese inatructors had obviduslj boéh
correct. there was Just one shortcoming, that suddon{y duwned upon

them. This procadure iras cooting thc@ tims on their aporoach.

-
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. their own situalions.- Thc-éturbbard'bont vag not responding auickly -

_ obsesged him was the PT doctrine for the last four thousand yards.

" The dthcr two boats did not nolice him. They were preoccupied with

' course changes by the PI' @ were in accord, This set ihe PT division

.under phyuical and psychological strons. The 'final straw" ihat now

“Thie 18 a theory much more comfort1nr in a classroom than ‘at s¢a,

range dctcrm1nat1on required’ here. If ibhe North Vletnamcuo officers

- had 2 minimum of,mathematlcal undcrstandznb of the geometric problen

'Vletnamcse. Now ihis falllng could perhaps be: tuxned to the advantiage

™ A 4

Thc boat on tho sff\boaxd guarier was having hldrjyoublcb all

along, but now he waus . cons Jotuntly out of his asvigned pogition.

enough 40 the leador's changea. The cource chuanges were most often in -~ 1
h;B direction. 4s a 1csult, he usually found himself ending up astcrn

of the leader. ths required him to swing hldc, and increase gpeed 1o’

regain his position on the 'tarboard flank. The boate were at full

speed, so lhis recuired the matlmum strain on the vnglncs to ecase

an addltxonal ounce of speed lrom ihis mleior»unatc boit.
" The destroyor's fire had now settled at a atcady_rapid pdce. The

commander to thinking. They had heen running a long uncomfortable time,

The "book" required him at this stage, not to manuever. Agaln the
ratlonale was the same, Phc cnemy &1 this point, was supposed to be

80 unnerved that they were totally 1ncapable of f1r1ng accurately.
This magic range was. con1ng up.

- The ability to determine this range was the key to this situation,
Rudar was obviously the most défipativo range source. The FTs, as
mentioned earlier, scoffed at this devise as & modern gadgct, and s0

it was unmanned. qhe significance of this goes beyond the slmple

for'intcrccpting a schip or firing a iorpedo, thcy would'havo‘apprcciatgd
the value of a radar range. This conec=pt is elementry to virtually
every seagoing officer, miliﬂary and civilian, the world ovdr. It is

uscd many times d411y. It was beyond the comprchcns1on of the North

of the PY sailors.
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' Thin range concept- was 8o difficuli for them, 1hat a'"miutukc"
would not likely bo'identificd 4an error of thousand Jardg or, oo uould
easily be overlooked. The error could be clthcr short or long, The
division comnauder, could for example, continue in to thzce thousand o
yards to get a better uhot, and still manuever'lor hlu own protection.
If he were challenged later for manu¢yer1ng 100 long,'he could claim
that he was fariher out, and thcyq would bc'no_proof i0 diépﬁtc him,
Hes was not thihking of hgving the érrof thig Qay, however, He wahtcd
10 hit the destioyér, that is trﬁc, but his real obligatiocn was only

the attack. He wanted to fire hie torpcdocu'at_the earliest possible

‘moment, and head for home. The range would go unouestioned. He felt

that given thé_deplorable cea conditions with the boats pounding apart,
and the fact that.they'wcre undér fire, all the PI mon would be of

8 similar'mind ~They would all stand together and vouch for the
vallant effort. uhe cOnnandor glanced at the polltlcal officer, leo

vas obvioudly not in a moqd to contest anything. He was perhaps the

wost misorable of all just from the clemonts,

The commanddr fired his torpcdoés. Thc\pbrt boat followed'suit.:

The range was most assureﬁly in excess of four thousand yards. There
was little chanéc of a torpedo hitting the target. A torpedo, morecover,
is a complicated weapon. It is not inert like a bomb or projectile,

It is a delicate machine that must run properly, bcfore it can have a
chance to fulfill its aaslgned destructive mission. It has a miniture
eteam engine that is fed by pressurized fuel and air tanks. These
tanks and the engine must function under the pressure of the external

' sea water, yet they must remain water iight to run properly. The
torpedo must also have control mechanisma to drive it on a predctormlned
course at a ngen depth., It h¢s & {yro compuss to maintain its course, ‘
and 1t3 dcpth is controlled by a devise that SCHSCb ithe sea preasure
ihat corresponds to the desired depth. Course and dcpth are not one

iime evolutions. They are consiantly being correcied during the

o s
e e v,
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run, &8 external pressures iend to defleccet it from its intended path,

These ure delicate and complicated parts that musi function one

;hundred percent pcrfectly, or the Lorpcdo is doomed to run cxratlcally,

and thus mln ﬁts marke _ o R : .
It can readily be apprcciated that a PT boaf is the least

preferable plaiform from which to fire a tovpcdo. The chraor&innxy

pound1ng received abourd a PT, can easily break or deétach fuel and

air line piping, or mechunical control llnkagcb. It can unseat valves

and jum contirol lxnkdgco at their connect:ng points, 10 make matiers -

worse, there is no space ‘aboard a PT to pcrform on board maintenance

checks. Host navies,‘fob this reason, only loud torpedoes on a PT

just prior to a mission. In North Vietnan, thcy were ‘carried for

-an indefinaté'pcriqd. They wore only rotated or replaced, if a

cafualty was suspected.

The Norih Vietnamesé torpedonen is not knoviledgeable aboutl the

weapons under his care, [lis diily routine cuasists of wiping down ths térp-

~sdo tube, and putting his ear to the ijube to detfeoct an air leak, He~

paints the tube when‘noccscary, and vieekly he removes the fromt cover
to see if the torpedo has moved in the tube. If 2ir is heard to be
leaking, the torpedo would be zxchanged for a new ons from ashore.
An air lcak was a certain casualtj. The cghore technlclans would |
attempt to determine the cause und then recharge the air flask. If
ihe torpedo hud been observed 40 move in the tube, it would also be
repliccd Thxs was apparently because of the prcsumptxon that if the
‘pounding h&d bcen sever enough to unseat the torpedo, then thcro vag
likely to be comething else jarred loose 1ntcrna11y. There wers,
~of course, numcr&us other casualtics that could have occured that

would not be detected by these two casual inspections.

Navies that cmploy torpedoes normally engapge 1n actuul test
the torpedo, so that lt can be

'firings. An exercise head ig fitted to




be recovered and fired-aqxin. Une torpedo con be fired dorens. of

times, and atill serve cvcntually as an -ctual war vieapon with n

oxploaxve head, Uhosc eaer01ae flrlnps have a ducl function, They

prepare the combatant forccc 16 have confidsnce 1n their 1bilitv

to fire and hit a tervt, and they’ plvo “the. nhoro personnel cznarzencc
in reworking the torpedo and making it xcady for firing. bomc

torpcdoes are 1ch1tub1y lost, 1f thls pollcy is folloued ¢pgre341voly,

but they are charged off to.the prlcc of proficiency. Much can be

'lcarned by rccovcring" torpcdo thet has run errodica 1Ly, and hopefully

this knowledge can be put to work co thatl it do:s not happen agein.

North Vietnam was not ready to pay ithe price of a 1ost'torpedo.'
They were totully dependant upoh the Soviet quon for their supply
of torpsdoes, and they apparently telt that the USSK would not

'necéésarily replace their loses from practice ghota,. They‘had only

held one practice firing in the entire history of their Navy. It was
& grand affair, All the military and c¢ivilian dignitories were invited,

Foftunatcly for the Navy at that time, the firing vas a complete

‘success. This was perhaps short sighted, as ihercafter, it vas

obviously presumed that.;il'torpgdocs would function eiactly'likq

the book description. This was = false sense of complacency. Indeed,

it is 2lmost ihpossible for a lesterner to comprehend the low state

of technilogical comprehension by the North Vietnamese. This over-
shadowed many of !heir Navy's'difficultios, for naval ships and
weaponé are very complicated in comparison'to'the average North

Victnamc"e cxti“ens cxperxcnco. North Vietnam ferd six torpedoes

' in August 1964 and six more in July 1966, It would be difficult to

" prove that even one of theee ran "hot,_atra1ght, and normal,“ Most

were observed not to run at all, to run broached, or to circle.

The PT crews today had blind fﬁith in their torpedo performance.

Perhaps it would be more correct to say, that ihey]Qust‘gid not

K




think about it. They ju{f“kuntcd them laurched, o thepcould head
for home, The two boulp that had fired tvrned immcdiu{E;& tovard:
the northwent and home., They woro ﬁwarc_that at loast one torpedo

dove immediately to the botiom, and that another wus perhdps circling back

at ihem, There only'thouéht wau'getting clear of the entire situation.
_ , “

' The starboard boat at launch time was, as usual, out of position and
aptern of ihc divigion commander. He executed his sténdard manuever
'of'incrcaaing_upced—and turniﬁg right to get back in position. This
manuover was not really ncceSmafy at this time, because the other
boats in their furn for homé,'had manuevered clear of him, He was
too slow to realize this, le foliowqd‘his'aﬁtomatic course and then
turned toward the destroyer, He was now iotally alone, His cdmradoq
hud . & good lecd home, while he was flaiiliﬁg about., He finally fired
C and turned to catch the others, Rgain, he Blammcd the throttles into
| the stops in en effort to force that litile extra that could enable him to
catch, up, His starboard engine froze and shut down., He orédered his

port engine secured, and sent his engineman to investigate.

e
e

e
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.could be no mistake on-a clear day like today. Th~ boata were plainly

.lndlcators that the boate were Pls, even though Haddox had net sighted

vas faulty.'If this was a Pi basge, there should have been less causs

for cohcsrn. It would have'becv7ﬁorma]'thcn for the Pl's to be seen

' were 1ndeed threaiensd.

(f\ | ) ‘.- o I._ rf) o 34.
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On the bridge of Maddox, therc wag an air of utier dxcbolxef. Herc V//
in mid—day, three HNorth Vletnamcse Pla vere making a detcrmxncd run

at them, well out in lntcrnatlonal waters. Tt geemad 1nsane, but thqi "*¥Sgﬁa;m~;

vigible to anyene who choue io lodk, -

The attack was not a total_surprise; There had been indiéatora.
Maddox had observed the three high speed boats come from fhe_north
and disappear behind Hon Me earlier that morning. The -spsed of their

iravel and the faot that there were three boats in compéhy were firm

them vzsually. Yaddox had been on edge for the whole patirol to date, w/

because she was not really vcrscd in the 1ntel igence that was belng

oollected. Thls PT movement to Hon Me was now viewed as. parbicularly

threatening. They theorized that Hon Ma was a PT base, Their logic

there. They made a do'blo error 1n their analysis, which cancelled

itself out and ihus resnlied in the correct oonclu51on that they

Hon Me was not a PT base. An elemeniry intelligence snalysis
could have proven that. Tho'phynical'charactcristica_of the island,

ana'the‘fact that it was an iéland;indicatcd,that it was suitable for:

.nothing more than trancieni facilities at best, A knowiedge of the

North Vietnamese PT brganizatioﬁ and its operating procedures would
have made it clear, that Hoﬁ Be would be an unlikely Btopping place
for thcir‘boatu. Thoy'hnd never ptoppéd'therc before, and today it '
would have been exiremely unlikely that_théy vould Ei'intnoducod to.

a new military organiznlibn for ihe first time. Their rendezvous




today had bccn in the lee of the luld“d, )ut entirely at Gca. lhﬂ

| island hxd only ons small pier for the usc of supply craft. Maddox

indeed hud a right to be concc:ncd by the presence of the Py {hia

far soﬁth. o _ . o -; "‘.fk o

Ir ththpcarance.hero of the PTg ueré a visit to an cutablishcd

b bk e b8 e

PT banc; Maddox should have not been concerned, but rather she
: " ghould have been over joyed. That was; after all, the ébjcct of .-
; _' her patrol. Thoy were supposed to collect intelXlipgonce on Nortih Viet-
namesge ‘Naval activity. Here, on only ihe second day of hcr patrol,
Todt was all being laid out for their observation, They were more '

nervous than enthu51a9t1c. No onc aboerd had a true appreclatxon

of int0111genco and thelr obgcctlves on this patrol.

?' | An hour and a half after their arrival, the PTg were oboerved
by radar to emergs from behind the island and to be he:ding for
sea and the laddox. This was cause for concern, and Maddox duely report-—

~ad the fact to all commands who were monltoxlng her misGion. She

"also reporied ilnt the wao choiging caurse i cpen ihe PTo, Her

b orders ocflnatcly did not inclvee getlling in en wogogencnt, 50

4
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| she wasg o)., %0 incrcine opood cad e ane, o salelly o onen fJ} le.
' e ooeld hioae Y et 1';;;'ic-:tc;f thic dhode wide S S R

iLe tiiare o?frﬂcath Yicbaou caticely. Most important of the addresgces
on hor meséage, at loast in her view, was the U.5. aircraft carrier
ﬂ&oonderSga, which_was'opcrating just 1o the south off South Vietnam.
It was an easy task for all stations to élot that the FT's would
eventually engage Haddox, if they'weré intent on doing so. hsaistance

from Tioconderoga's aircraft would Ve most desirable.

‘Pime was proceding at a snail's pace. There was litile to do,
~but to continue to stare in di;bclinf‘as the attacking boatis
' oontinued on. Maddox's actions could only delay the 3gcvitable,
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They were geliing increasingly concerned. 1t had been over an hour slnce3
their initial warning mcnqago had Lonc out, yet tho aircraft Lhcy had
quucstcd had not made their appcarance. They- oent off more urgent. .

mescages. The PTs were gdlting closer. 1hcy wWero obvxously not bluffing.

Ih.despiir, Maddox recognized that she may have to act alonc.‘Thc
Pl's vere at a'fange of nine thousénd eight hundred yards and still
coming. Maddox opened fifo. The boéts vere well'oufside of torpedo
rango, bul Maddox was not taang any cnancﬂs. The question whethof
ithe flrst volley was a "warning" shot or not, is rcall; academic.
The‘shot did not hit, and given the exireme range hnd‘thc target.
apeed, it uould have bccn nost unllkelj that it could ever have hit.
The fact is that, in any case, the situation would not have been
changed. If it had besn a warning shot, then it went unheaded, If
the'uh%t had hit a boat, the other two boats would have certainly
continued on. The division had ordars.td attack. If they bioke off
shbrt of attack, just hecause one boat had been hit, then they.
would have been delt with most harshly upén_theif-return home . Suoh-.
ﬁas ithe manner of the-Nor{hern regime, At any rate, Maddox continued

to fire, and therc wag no qucstlon that sub,cqucnt shols were mcant io

hlt.

This dcficiency in Maddox's gunnery is immediafcly called to
question, It is easy to criticize, but the fact is that this was -
the first time Maddox had ever tried to hit a small high speed
target that wag manuevering all the vhile. Naval gunnery exercises
against moving ship targets hid,until then, heen conductcd by
firing on a targ&t cled towed Hy a fleet tug on a near straight
course, lThis meant a targot speed of about eight lo tch-knots.

There was a world of difference between these two types of turgetu.

After this attack, ‘the NuVy_instantly recognized this,;hort'comihg,

-
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- a_an&'uubscqucntly developed u high-dpcod manueveruble turget for itq
don&roycru to prectice on. All ships deploying to Vietnam were given
time with this target, and their pfbficicncy'incrcascd dramatically.,
U S. Havy ships were not called upon to fife on PTg dgain during the

war in Victnam, so there iz no ac»val ba sis for comparison, but they

we. Ld
‘most assuredly, have accred: tﬂd themselves well in any second go around.

Maddox on her first’ attcmpt, can not be seriously faulted. Her

performanco viag dlsappozntlnb, but understandable.

The mctual flrlng vas 1e]at1v*1j short lived, In the pacc of

shzrtecn minutes from initially opening fire, the flrst two Pl's

had 1aunohgd their torpedoes und iurned away, The flqonuerog“ s

planes had finally arrived., The lone FT struggling for a firing

position, was perceived by the U.S. forces as a fanatic trying to
total attention of Haddox

i . make®sure of the kill, lle was to receive the

and the aicraft as well. They could not know that his vosition was
attained out of incomnctcnce; nor did they care, He was the only
“threat left, it se-med incredible with all the fire d;rcctcd his

WRY, but he was not hit.

Hot by a torpedo of coﬁfse, that would have

Maddox was hit,
No one aboard Maddox s:semed

"bseh readily apparent, but by a bullet.
to know it at‘fhe time, but‘subnequontly the lhole was located in the
.abmor plate and the projectile rccbvcrcd.'Secretary'of Defence

, Hellamara would make much of this proof of our injury. He proudly

5 digplayed the projccfilc on his desk and even bronght it to the

; Cbngrcasionﬁl Hearings in 1968, Unfortunately, he never delved
: inlo its origine.
| " fhe bullet could not have come from a FI' while they were

approachih@ Maddox. It should be recallcd that the PTs had a

single gun mount astern, and could not dcprcsw it 1n a forvard

‘ pouxtlon. They could have ‘only fired on Maddox aftcr they had turned




planes and not Maddox., Even if they hit Maddox,
‘guns uould not have caused any serious damage. It could bring the

e .

' and were. headed fur home, ht that timc,-howovcr,'both ihcy and

Maddox were opening rapidly. Huddox wag only a limited threat to

them. Hore immediate, was the . th:cat from ihe newly arrlvcd alrcraft,

that - were diving on them. Uhey were understandably firing on -ih»
‘their 25 millimeter

aircraft do'n. This loglc should be proof enough, but there ip

even more,

"""\..—--__/’

The U.S. Havy photograph'of‘thc shell hole on Maddox, measpred
against a ruler, févcals the ultimate truth of the'incident The
hols is not large enough io nccomodato a 25 mllllmoter progectlle.
It would be more conmistant with a 20 mllllmctc: weapon. The only
2O'mill4meters in use that déy'wcré.mounted on the U.S. aircraft.

It wac certainly not the first time, and unfortunately not the last,

that a U.5. ship would bs hit by friendly fire,

After the torpedo attack, Maddox continued her move out of the ¢
area., Thie was the only sgansible thing to do. The aircraft were oh

station, and ihey should have be:n able o easily handle the rotrcatlng

PTG, The Pl's ‘with their torpedoes gone, were no longer a threat to

Haddox,.but Huddox was not certain of that. they suffered from a

'miscohception."Unbelievablé as it may sdcm, ithey believed that ihere
may have been torpedoes "floating" in the area, With the exception

of éxeroise torpedoss, which are harmless, torpedoes can not float,

They could have been thinking of mines., Here again, it stretches the
imagination to believe that,thcy could have been so naive, Intexllgcnce
could have shown them ihat North Vietnam did not have nines of this typo.
Eyen if they chose to distrust that evaluation, it should have been
readily apparcnt;fhat using Pleo ih a fronfal attack 10 launch mines

vas an unlikely.conccpf.ﬁinc laying could have been dohe rmuch more

effectively at night from many different types of-g;aft, at ho risk
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“to the laying craft.-Mining the -Gulf, howsver, would have been
much more detrimental to MNorth Vietnam than to any of her cnemios.

Thie was obvious to all conccrncd.‘Haddox, in.any'cv¢nt, left the

area, believing that she had at least damiged one PT with her
gunfire, and confident that the aircraft ﬁould déstroy ihe other
_ Ny o | :

tvwo,

The aircraft, like Maddox, was experiencing their first shoot.

.“““&gainst small high apeed targeis. Again, like Maddox, they were

~missing the mark, The rocket and chell splashes in the V1cln1ty
of the PIs were an 1mpzec91ve aight. From the hlgh r~pccd aircraft,
it is undcretandable thai the 1nexpc11cnced pilots could easily
mistake the splashes for explosions and therefore hits, ‘There wag,
of course, the natural tendancy to réad desire for fact, OAe'boat

hadlindeed stopped. This could have easily been intgrpretgd”aa a

result of battle damage, though it was not,

The aircraft had expondod all their ordnance in 1egs than ten

minut‘s. There was noth1rg else to dg but return to the carr1er.
‘They believed that one boat had been sunk and the other tweo heavily
damaged, Perhapc, they should have stayed longer to verify thcse.
resultis, but one plane had experienced mechanical dlffxcultxoa V

and this may have rushed their decision to return,

One boat had evcniually been hit, but in no case éould the
damaga havc been conaldered majors Th~ boat - was obv1ously complotely
in tact, though mov1ng &t half speed, and eventually stoppxng.

The authorities aboard Maddox and Txcondexoga had no way at. thls
t1me te digpute. the aircrafi’s damage claims,., Based upon ihese

“reports, the retalialion for the attack soemed adecquate. It

Py .
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L fpado no'sgnéé for Maddox to rcburqﬁo purcus the PI'n. If'wfioy were
damaged, the retribulion was just, for Maddox, afier all, had not
been injured. Sending additional airerafi would have been
hypootitical, since the first group of planés had réportcd g _ S
the damage io ba complete. No one beliévcdlthat-all the reporis S

were wrong, and that two boato were happily headed for home and

T Thvees

the third.idlely waiting for capture or doStruofion._ﬂll commands,

both locally and as far away as Waghington, belicved that the
defensive responne had been adeguate. The local bommandera felt

that it was now time to regroup and let Washington. call the next move.
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WITHDRAWAL

There wan a2 mived feel1np of reltcf on.the rzrst two PTs a0 they .'_
headed for home. They had fu]flllcd their commitment to attack and o

.wore momentarily out of immediate_danger. They were aware that the

desiroyer was now firing holely at their other cbm:ade. Regretable:
a8 that may be, the relief in theif own situation was the dominant'
;,Ingling, and it wag very welcoms, Tho boatr were riding much better

on this new course, going with the swella. They were no longﬂr being

drenohed, they vere less nauseous, and they vers out of the line of - °

0”5 . I .20

flrc-

This iﬁterlude waé brief. They spotted the approaching'aircraft,:
and got ready for a new attack. The planes dove on their uepazabed
comrade, Tho firing with'its resultant vater spray was intense, How
.could he survive? They had no time to dwell on th1a, for ‘the next

TR I B
Syt

thing they knew, they were under. attzck ihemselves. The planes dove
"at them firing their guns and rockets. The FTs opened fire in return.

One gun mount immediately jahmed and vas 1o remain out of commission

for the duration of the engagement, The action wag only to last less

_ then ten minutes from start to finish, and out of.that, the time that
the aircraft were actually firing could have been only a few minutes
in all, Such étatistics are for historians, however, and not for the
men under fire, To them, it seemed like an_cﬁernity. They were compleiely -
exposed:heré at sea, and they had only one gun mount firiﬁg between the
two boats, It was a defenmoless feeling, The {wo planes that had broken
'off from the original férmafion of four, were making low passes.and
attacking them. The unfamiliarity of the orevs with a1rcral+ in general,
added to xhcxr sense of futility and certuln ly the:r xear. he noime

'of.the planes} the gunflre and the nearby sp]ashcs, led them to

.beliqve that they were doomed.- Thcn the mllecle hapuenﬂd. Juat a8

overything appearcd darkest, the aireralt Ilew away.
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I{ wag an uneasy calm, Certuinly ihe planes would return, The- . . :
crews were just now appreciating, that in upitc of the sound and fury,

they had not been hit. ﬂftcr the injtial ﬁhock, the men hegan feverichly

working on ihe jammed gun. qhey uoul& need it for the next attack, This . e

wag & difficult task on a boun01nﬁ ' at pea, Yhe d]V1uion commander ;&l

had jamined the throttles full open, deppite the warnlng that this ' _ ﬁﬁ:
could cause his engines to ovcrheat. llo wanted to cle&r the area o 5
fast. They were literally surflng on the swells, Thcy felt that they !
“wcrc’ncarly flying, and under the circumstances, this was a comforting (

ithought. A1) of a2 sudden, ihe tension e¢asad, No one cobld cxactly say : o

" when, but there was a point whgfa they suddenly realized that the planes _ §%§

. : . i

had not returned, and it secmed unlikely that ihey would return. It

" was a most pleasant sensation..

’Up until that time, the ciewa of thece two boats were understandably

preoccupied with concern for their own sofety. Now they had the time

to remember itheir missing cowrade. Their observation of Lim had been

br1°f. but certalnly no one could recasll any eV1dcnce i1hat he had been . '_'r-'
hit. It seemed that he was still visible as the plancs departed, but %
again, no onp,could be sure. They felt that thcre_wac nothing that they f
could do to assist him. They had no acsurance that thé,plancs or even : .L__
the destroyer would not return and try to finish them off. he Plg = g&f
conazdored themoelves defenseless zgainst either adversary, and thcy 2:;
were essont1a11y correct. They considercd that it was suicidal’ to _.E,
rcturn and attempt to render a1d They symvathlzed with the’ pllght of T ﬁf'
their fr1§pds, and kept heading for howe, ' g
- It was still light when the tuo boats pul into Van Hoa. Their

return caused as mucﬁ, if not morqiéonccfn 29 their departure had done. ,”;
Those who did not know of the attack plans were curious, Previous ?»

exercises had never ended this soon. Those who hnew that the division ?ﬁ ,

was actually scheduled to attack a U.5. des{roygr, ﬁ?rq;dumbfqundcd‘ _ F“




Whut had gone wrong that 1‘5hc.boats, but oniy two out dff)he thfcc,[
had retiurned even bafore thc attack wag echeduled to'havc’takon pJacc?
ﬁhey had not received word of any cuncclatlon. ﬂho boats tied up, and
ithen followcd an evening of 1ntcnse dcbrlcfxng. The puz:le remained.

One boat was still mlsc1ng and they ‘had no cluoq a8 1o what had happanedﬁ

to it.

The missing bout wasp 1ndccd hav1ng its dlffzcultleu. The cnglncman
predxctably could not diagnose the reason for the starboard englne o
casnalty. North Vietnamese enginemen, like their torpedomen, were not

schoolcd in the theory of the aqulpment over whigh-they had charga.

The PP enginewan doubled as an electrician as well, He was armed with

& roll of slectrical tape and a balldpcne hammer. These were his only
toolse, If an engine or elcctxlcal cesualty occured, he would attempt

to tapo it or hemmer it 1nto working order. If these measures fallcd

he would-call for assistance from & shore establishment specialist.,

Such an alisrnative at this particular moment wag not really praciicle.

Then the aircraft arrived, ' : _ , _

In the faCclof this.ngw threat, the captain started his one good
engine, and headed west for the nearest coast. It was then that he
-fqlt the full attack of aircraft and d;stroyer. Hie guﬁ-mouni opened
fire and jammed, He was fortunate in that the ‘jam was rapidly cleared,
Hig-luck held further, as the destroyer headed away, reducing their

fire, and only one aircraft was actually attacking him. The other

aircraft, unbeknownst to the PI', had suffercd a machanical fazlure,

80 it was now Just cxrcllng over haad. Qhen their luck ran out.

The aircraft made 2 straffimg run approaching thé PI' from astern.

One bullet found its iark, Their luck had now turned 180 degrees. "This

bullet slammpd into the back of the captain, who on a PT ig also the
helmsman. It exited his chest, killing him instantly. It grazed the
. teering wheel and went on to ponotirate ihe ihin alumipium bnlkhead
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‘ine to the one remaining ongine, The engine quiclly lost fuel _
‘ . . f

bpeq e

.. (f} : o S | . , | .ﬂf) | S ;

o tho engine room. Itn finul cnerpgy was npent by holing th¥ ' fusl

regsuro, «nd shutl down,

~No one couid ha&c imagihed~this_5ull§£ path in theiy wildest
dreams, One hit had left the boat b&th leaderless and powerlcné. Now
the boat was to share fhe'samc good fortune'cxpcricnccd by their
comrades. The aircraft for no appﬁrcnt reason,'juﬁt left. Again like
itheir comrades, their waé no immediate and total relief, ﬂhcy.worc
certain that the aircraft would return, and for them ainéc ihey were

floating without poﬂcr, there was the additional worry that ihe

destroyer wthd return. The doétroyér could cafely stay ouiside the
PT's range with their 25 millimeter guns, and shell the PT at will
until it was sunk. Since they could not get underway, they were

.8itting ducks for rcta}iation. : o _ :

' The losc of théir baptain.was disturbing, He was not exceptionally
experienced. to say the lbast, nor w;n he likely to_bo very decisive . r__.
vwhen left alone to make a decision, but with him gone, it just pushed T '

down theladder one step further, the officer who would have to get

fhem out of this uncomfortable situation. The executive officor had _ . i
never apsumed any authority before, and now. he wasg at a complete loss. t;*
Hig answer was to wait. Perhaps help would ‘come to them. This was E%f

) | B S

wxshful'thinking. The chances were about one in a million, but no
one had the initiative 1o rugycbt anything else, It was Just such
a plezsant relief to be free from immediate atiack, that there was

no great 1nap1ratlon to do anythlng but enjoy the guiet of the moment.

llhe slowly ticked away. Fear returned with ihe theughts of what

f
i
;
could happen, but then. like their comrcdes before them, they :
sﬁddenly realized that the destroyer gnd the planes here not going ‘ :
to return. Their fataliesm removed, ihOy'wérc eventually st:r?og {o o | EJ
-
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action. ‘I'he onplncman ( &cmptod to tape lho hulcd Iuﬂa)lino. .Yhio

attempl failed, It would no. hold undcr pressure., Fata.{sm returned,

' an-thcy proburnd to drift until capiured or rescued, Eventually, in.

desperation, thgy iried to start the engine that had ghut down for

no apparcnt reason. It"gtarted, to everyone's surprice, There was
no mlraclc here. The engine had shut dovin due 1o the bearings over--

had cooled, ©o ihere vwas nothing really

heating. By thin tiwme, they
wrong wiih the engine. They were underway to the relief of 21l hands,
and headed directly for ihe coast.: 4

Yhey arrived al an isolated section of the lorth Vie;nameée southern
coast, and bcached their boat. They get out, while there vas still llght,
to scavange for food. They had little luck, and returned to thc1r
boat by sunset. The boat was a familiar refuge, and they were reluctant

to leave it, They were in no immediate ‘danger, They still believed

‘that aid would come to them, They would wait,

Thg:X;%ivity vhich had stafped out sith such promise at Van Hoa, had
now ended.at sunset with two boats feturncd to Van Hoa and one beached ,
‘on the lonély aouthbrn_coastiine. The PTs had immerged as a threat,'but ’
they.had'caused"no.damage..lt was really unbelievable, that they, in turn,
had suffered only one .minor hit,., One man dead and a fuel line ruptured.
Th1s was not an impressive casualty report, but the shock waves from
this action were not predicated on the actual damage occured. It was the

act of the attack itself, that would cause it to reverberate around

the world.
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The news of Lhe altack wac creéled wilh Jhrl'uultl in moat

at1onu of the world. Why showld three small craft of the miniscule

'avy of North Vietnaim, attack a destroyer of the powerful Navy of
ihe United Statea? It seemed to be a suicide mission with litile
shance for success,. Cloéser examinatibﬁ reveirls it may not have been
10 orazy after all. It was not suicidul. A1l the boats survived and
their injury was qliéht. In regard to nucccéa, a few "ifs" could
have readily ¢hanged the'outcoﬁe. If the PPs had continued in...
after all no shells had even come close wann lhey fircd_premafupely
and headed for homs, If they had stuck to their'original-plaﬁ and

‘attacked under the cover of derkuess...this tco could have gotten them

closer and with less concern for aircraft, They national records
uould have shown that Maddox was not leaving for good a2fter only
the ae\ond day of her. patrol. It was indeed fortunate for the
United 0+atoa, that the inexperienced Pls were sufferlng physlcal

discomfort, and thus decided to fire at exireme range in order to be 3

done ‘with the action. They had six torpedoes or six chonces. Only

one hit would have been sufficient to-bause sarious damﬁgo or perhaps
evén sink the destroyer, The torpcdoes of courss would have had to
run properly, and here again, it is unlikely thut any did. In any
event, all these "ifs" wero correctible, =o in theory, North V;etnam

had a-bettier than even chance for succes:,

The -North Vietnamese loaders never cpnaidered that their men

would not put out the ultimate 10 achievs success, nor did they

ever conaidef that their weapons would be faulty. ”hey believed

that they would succeed in thexr objsctive of sinking the destro;er,

when they. ordered the attack. Why was it ordered? Thiu is the’ gquestion

that 5o many have guessed at over ihe yeara,'Tho Horth Vietnawsse PI men

directly involved in the atiack, have given us their answer, It is
reasonable to assume that- it reflects the thlnkxnn of thcir supgrlora,
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g, or-on other occasiona lhey é;:&id¢d aimiar informition 11{:)cou1d be ?

g roven correct. ' .' | o .; 

: Lo

I : oo . - o i

; To appreciate the decision tq atiack, it is necessary to first Ln'

§ sonsider ihe quth Vietnamene cnviponmcht, Thc}Navy is the most junior ﬁﬁ,

f nilitary command in North Vietnam. “ven the para-military forces ' _&j

f :njoy more. status und better comaunications with the national leaderchip. |

g The Navy hagc no representatien in the capitol city'of'ﬂdnoi,'cxcept

g for the infiliration group. ihis group was.in essence 2 Navy unto :

f iteelf. Tbié organization vas rgéppnsibie.for‘infiltrating nen and ,Lcn

| cquipment into South Vietnam. Aside from the fact that Lhis was. done - ?%‘

| by sea, the-bisic mission wés a familiar one to thc.nation's leaders, .ﬁﬁi

f They had boen directing infiltration for years over 1:hd,_anq the '

j end objective was the samc-- supporti of ground troovs in the South. j

: Thigcnavdl operation of fﬁe same tyﬁé made them excaptionally nervous.’ ?

: They realiécd that a-ship loct here, could meaﬁ the'instant and total _ Hﬁ"

j loss of very valuable and in many cases irfeplaceablé men and material._ | ;;;

| On 1and,'an attack on dn,infiltration.convoy would not.claim ths entire . ?i

' effort at once, It was for thir reason ihat they took a direct and per- | ';-—.

§ sonnal interest in this naval infiltration group. Only the highcst :

5 priority men and équipmént were authorized to be infiltratcd by sea. S § {

? The personunel in the group ituelf vere specially selected, and the : 'EE“ ‘

f entire operation was shrouded in the ntmost secrecy, even from the gﬁf

f rest 6f the North Vietnamese armed forces., The group was iechnically ' ET*

' naval, because it operated at sea, but its command line by-pacsed the Lo

f Naval HoadQuurtcrs_cntirely and ran dirdétly.to”thc High Commnand =t | ?  g

; Hanoi. | o - : ' g_ f

. i .
The combatant Navy consisted of the YTs and Lie pairel craft, It {

was-éommanded by an &rmy_dffiécr or in rsality, a political-officcr. }
Communist military systems have a duel chain of command. .One is the ;
standurd militiary chain as in;ucstcrn nntions;.the other ia a parzllel &:

i ik,
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chain of polltlcal 01f1c rz(‘Mm political officers QPCJuﬁ‘Tlly
i ; S

comnunist purty mcmbcru, who are yeaponuible for the polit¥cal

cducation of those in the comiwand ihey serve. This meuns ihe proper

motivaiion -of the men for their combat chores and - the general service

can take all ihe credit, for nothihg is pooeible without the proper
motivation, or get a1l ihe blame, tor lack of motivation will insure.
defeat. In theory, the unii's com:zanding of ficer and political officer

make all dcclslons JOlntly. In practlcc, anyone who has been in the

military service or worked for a larpge “corporation knows that thers

can bo only one boss. The dominant pcrsonallty will prevail, The
adroit political officcr.docs A Jugeling act, taking.thc credit for
cuccesses and blaming his hilitary counierpart Tor any failures,
Tho leaders of .the Sovict.Union,the-almost all come from the ranks

of militiry politiéal officers, and they have been-pariicularly

sucdcessful jugglers,

The senior officer in the North Vietnamese Kavy in dugust of

1964 had the rank of Captain, or more zppropriately in Army fashion,

Colonel, He was a political officer, and conld look forward to being

promoted . and ith a promoiion, being returned to the Army, if he
perfornzd his temporary duties with the Navy in an acceptible manner.

. The comparable Naval officer, could rise no higher, He thus liad

11tt;é incentive except to keep the status cuo and his own personal
position untarnished, Thc.pblitical officcr_in these circumsiances
was bound to dominate, le was'ﬁevcrly.hampcrcd in 2 haval ass 1gnment
by d.total lack of Naval ¥nowledge, He wvas not about to accuire mugh
in the cohfde of hig cduties: The boats of the Navy were ‘small, so he
did not kecp his comiand at .,ea. In fact, ‘the only sea experience he

Vcr nad was on a VIP cruise aboard an obsolctc "ubmdrlne chascr in

the days before the Ui, bonulug comaenced,

alleg 1ance

The political o[flccr wag an urmy man and OnCd his
in chargt

10 his Army colloq(uen in Hanoi. They wanied’ "thﬂxr man®

of the state, It is such a nebulous iheory that the political offiocer .

[ 4




£ the NaVy, but after that tﬁcy chosc to-irmore the conpl

s forgotten unless

gzjgcépc

f Haval waticra, No ideas were exchanged bick and forth. The Havy

some peculiur circumsiance dictated otherwige,

ﬂherc was a circumstancs here in 1964, that was of Naval concern
1o’ thc louders of North Vietnam, It was not their MNavy so much, ac a
gseries of Naval 1ncursxonu that were striking atl their country.
This leadership was totally ignorhnt of euch matters and werec not
inclined to study the rational metihods for comba{ing Lhc_uttabkerc.

They reacted instiead by unreasoned -pesaks of anger and frustration,

It was in this arouced state, that they most fréﬁucntly made "itheir

hasly and costly Naval decisions.. .
The North Vietnamese concern was for the haruosment they had
been;receiving over the lasti few months, The operation was Jmovn to
tﬁe.United'Statcu as 34-A, Thc Uorth Vietnamese refered ‘to the
. intruders as "raider boato." The boats were not "Suift" boats as
erroncously reported by lestern jburnalists.'ﬁwiftﬁ'were uécd within
the organization, but only for-support"purpones. The actual mission

boats were "Nauty"‘clasn-wooden hulled boats of a PT design, but

mounting only guns and no torpedoes. The boats were built in Norway
and fifted with British engines. They were procured for this clandestine
vork, as they wore "damiable," i.c. fhcy could not be iraced to the
Unitcd Statés, It was obvious that the U.S. had iransported ithe boats
‘to Vietnum, It was also common knowledge that the U.S. performed

any major repairs rcqulrcd on theze boats., U.3. personnel had tosted

ithe boais for ithe tropical operaling conditions, and they cubsequently
trained the South Vietnamése crews, The one cardinal rule was that no

U.S. personnel would participate on any mission. The missions were to
be entirely South Vietnamese, and the U.S., though aiding and abetting the

program, cculd deny any participation.

)

The 5ublic'attention-given thip programr hac bcehztoﬁally_out of

proporiion te the realitieg, & typical mission would consist of twe
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boats., They would depurt Da Nang around sunsot and head north. They

would harass fisheinen by'stopping end barding their boats. Often,

they ‘would take off the Captiin and bfiﬁg him gouth. There, he would
be treated-like royzlty wnd subjected ib'suﬁﬁil political lqctﬁroﬁ,
bofore being returned oh_thc next miusion to_his.homc in the North,
He would be given candy, cigarettes and a trannistor radio, When he
roturned, the authoritieé WOtld:incvifubiy confiscate ithis prize loot
(usually for their 6Wn pergonal gain), end ordinarily {hey-would
resirict him, at least er'aHtimé, from . returning to.sea. They feared
that he could have been assigned an intelligence missipn, and could

be Planning to be picked-up'by.a raider again.,

Other missions consisted. of atﬁacking militafy targefs, such'ag
eoqmunicatibns stations and gun emblucbments. It was not an overly
amﬁitioua program, nor was it ever intended to be. It was designed to
keep the North Victnaﬁeéc_onlgdge, and to signél to them that their
country was just as-vulherabic tb attack from outside, as vag South"
.Vietnam. The - theory being that thoy wou'd recognize that lhe attacks '
could be stepped up, if ihat were ever desired. Concuirently, it was
+to plant the seed with the coastal residents, thaﬁ'thcir gbvcrnment

-was8 not invincible, and could not protect them in &«ll circumstances,

The intelligence gathered by theso operations Qas trivial. It was
valuable in that it contributed to the'bvcrail econpmip and-hilitary
asédbment of thé_North,-and could be correlated to similar information.
from other.areas of North Vietnam. On a cost cffectivcncss'basis, |

certainly intelligence aloné could not justify ihese micsions,

The missions succeeded, as we shall see, all too well in their
objective of causing the North Vietnamese to Le concerned with their:

vulnerability from sea attack, Militarily, the progrum was successful

" and cost effective. The criticiom stems frbm\ethioa. The U.Ss gupported

the South Vietinamese in an operation extending.ouiside Lheir country
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and into another one, Can thzs be jus tlflod? ”Lny people believe: -
that this type of act1v1ty can never be -justified on principle,

Heal1ctlca1]y, it should be conazdercd on a comparable basip. North

Vieinam was 1ntxud1ng 1nto the bouth with hundreds of men and ions

of equipment by land alono. Their sea infiltration program added to
this total, The volume of “1nau1t" vags overwhclmlngly in favor of
the North, compdred to thegse mlnor 34-i operatlons. North Vietnam -

wa.s llke the bully who can give but not-tako. They-ovcrrehcted.

'Iwo nlghta prlor to the attack on hacdox, the roiders héd bombaracd'

a coastal gun emplacement for the first time. North Vietnim was

‘incensed. They had indeed tried to strike the rajders with their-
patrol boat force, It was a most frustrating experience. Their

lack of naval expertise wag readily appafent. They tried the same

tactic over and over again with-no success. Thoy never varied it

in an effort to try'and.improvc their luck. Two Swatows ond occasionally

three, would be deployed off the coast after il was reported that

the raiders had passed by. They would wait for the return passage.

" Wait they did, until the raiders were due east on their way south.

=

Thén, they would eally forth. It would take no naval expertise to
diagnose the error here. The slower Swatowes could never catch the
rziders., They always ended up running after them after they had passed.
They were so far apart, that the raiders seldom even knew that they.

were being chased,

'.Elemon'try common "sense would have seemed to dictatc. that they
take on eatire divigion of Swatous - four boats =~ and deploy them
,acréss the line of reireat of the raidgrs.'ﬁftér all,'ihey'know
ithe raiders had to return south. Prépcfly‘spaccd, i1 would have
been virtually certain that the Swatows would have gotten off at

least a few rounds at the relurning rziders. They never did.this‘

- -
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or made any chanwcn at all ( ) wa 1ncxcd1blc that GO wf*’c along ihe

* line, some change wus not orduxcd, but pe: ha; the detaily’ of these
|

activitios were kept to the patrol craflt or(dnllatlon alone. The bwatow 8
eXCUBe y: that they were too slow 1o éngage the ra1dcrs, Bcemcd 1o Ve . i
accepted by scnior commands without qupstlon. . }
The raids were an annoyance here-to-fore whén'thcy were limitied to

. fishermen, buti. now an attéck on a gun cmplaccmcn% wag intolerable,
North Vietnam had to'rctiliato,_h6ﬁ¢fu11y in a svay ihat would deter future.

é —raids. The leaders examined the poosibilities: ' | ‘
Kir - This would have Becn ouite feasible and potcntlally cffect1ve.

The major drawback was that Horth Vietnam did notffhave air super10r1ty,

and their 1cadcra really understood-air pover. They aid not want to

exposo théir 4ir Force to a retaliation in kind, They wanted to save

their air power for Lhe ultimote defense of ihe homcland, and ‘the

‘reidér annoyance was Just not serious- enough to risk this valuable aseet.

_ Ground - This was the easicst alternative, but it was not that ‘ 43
appropr1atc. It could very well De mlsunderatood A magor attack in _ —é?
_ the South could not be arranged on a moments notzcc, and since the ob]ectr : rﬁ

" ive would not be the raider boats, the source of the North's aggrivation

would not be directly avenged. Fhrther, considering the time delay and

a remote target, there was no as*urancc that the messapge the North

wished to convey, would actually get through ~ i.e, more raldcr act1v1ty

would mean more ground wctivity against the South.
Naval ~ This was obviously the most desirable alternative, but

past experience had shown it to be ineffective, Ineffective that is
f ' agaiﬁst the raidcfs. It was then that Maddox appeared on the soene.
§ Yhis offered a nev@ossibility; Here was a chip that their. Navy, by
.~ touting their PTs, was admitting that they were capable of rlnk1ng.
“hat was the risk? The Navy? 1t was considered an cxpcndablo appondage

| anyway. The war was a land war. The Havy could help theha defend their
coast, but parlistieally, if a major invasion was planned, their Navy

<+ would be rendered inoperative in the first few hours. North Vietnam

.o -
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could afford to loosu v11tr\115 thLzr ansz Havy, wand ?rjnnjid have

litile effect on thc1r war apgainst the South, lhe other ¥isk 1o connider

was that Maddox was a United Sicies ship and not a South Vieinameoe

ralder.

&7

There have been attempts to iheorize that the Norih Vietnamese

confused the nationality of Muddoxﬁlor that they believed that-thq

VXSE
it il

1

U.S5. was the perpetrator of the raider operations, or that.thcy
*der"‘linPud. These are all wrong. They

gonsidered laddox and the ra
knew Haddox to be a U.S. ship. They knew that no U.S. personnel were

" pap—_s,

vcrtly involved with the raiders., They never considered that thore

was any link between Maddox and ihe raiders, This*reasonihg Was correct;
other reasoning vas not. They believed . that sn attack on Maddox :
could deter raider actifity, since the South Victnam¢sc witnessing

this would fear to send their boats lorth again. Thc dccisi6n was
‘made,in Hanoi - attack the Maddox with PP boats. It would take two
duys fdr_the command machinery.to filter this order down to the
PT division selecied o make the attack. This was subscouenily

confirmed as the typical excoution time from thie causing 9vcnt' -,

~until ihe action on tihe retaliation order.

North Vietnam aside, were the 34-i operations and Haddox:assopiatcd?'
They certainly were not in the sense that the accuning journalists and

inquiring members of Congress conceived it to be. Zach cperation

siood completely alone, though euch was aware of the other's presence,

The U.S. authorities, primarily the Army comnund in Saigon which was ..
tcchnically the overseer of thc 34~4 operations, were concerned about
mutual 1ntcrfcrcnce, i.e. that ﬂaddox and the raiders could interfer
to the Ceirivent f woch. The Army also

* Wwith each others ch'anzonu
if this should

wanted Madddx to be available to asniut.th: raiders,
be required, The Navy r”COfan:d that assistance was impossible, They
would not be physioally within the vicinity of the raidcr operations.
More knowlcdgoqblc in thege nmatters, h‘y considared the ra1dcr hoats

LR
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: yel ptill b"in(\; wble o : .n'

; capable of -uutaihinﬁ nignilicani damage, yrl
: refurn under iheir own powcx. hxth tvo boaln, one cou]d ensint tlie’

other. If both uere dam&god o -the extent of requiring outsxdc

anu1stance, WHaddox would have Bnen a "Lttznn duck’ when coming to the

rescue. The U.S. Navy would not order their gh;p into such a tp¢p. .

; o : : - ’ . . e L A A

The Havy albo_conaidered_muﬁqal interforence unlikely, again

becausé Llhe forcgé~wouid be soparated, They erred slightlj.heré.

"“Haddox did sight the raiders on the nighi her mission was to briin.
Their reaction is evidence to ihe desiroyer's inadecunte 6reparation

! for their 1ntelllgmnne mission, They identified the . ra1ders an Pog =~ 7

! class PT boats. There eze .no P..6 class lﬂ'boata_llstcd in wither

the Nortih Vietnamese or Ch1nebc Navies in ports near the Gulf, The

Swatow is similar 1o a F-6 hull, but Maddox reported Ple not gunboats.

Thls could have bheen a fatal error, if it had occured later in the patrol,

* From thiv point on, however, the two operations were never within"

. each other's territory. _ ST
. . ! . .. ) .. : . .

f o A theoretical ndvantage to the tuo operations being run c':n.muli:an—

! cously, vas that Haddox could collect informa txon on North Vxetnan s
; reaction 1o the raidera. The error in this theory was again that- the

| two forces were so far separaied, that ithere was no unusual intelligence

available to'Maddox_that was not already ﬁvailable to other inielligence

collectors.

The 1ntelllgence that liaddox collected would in the normnl
cournc of events be analysed in ha h1ﬁrton, and a small portxon of it
would be fed back to the f1e1d, It ig quite possible that gome of ihe

1nteiligrnce conld be uped in planning fﬁture';aidcr missions, and
preparing lhem to defend themselves, At thisg stag@'it could'not_be
dlredfly traced 1o Maddox or any om uinéle intelligence source. This

-
1s at best a very 1nd1ract rebult, and hardIJ ncrltlnp the label that

he operations were as socxated.




The 6thcr'cuutovcrsiul d(:)nnnibn‘néntéru on the inlerigagional

iters thome, IL iz importanl to remember Lhul iorth Viatﬁdgzkud_ _
sver claimed a territorial Limit'since'hbf indéﬁcndenc:. Her prior
tatus undgb Frcnch administration wouldy by agsuinption, indicate

. three mile limit. It wau only after Lhe attack that they formally
slaimed a twelve wmile limit. Considering the g*neral lack of marthMe
intarest discuuped earlier, it is probable that no one vau even

conversant with international. hxter ]1m11s uutll thej viere Lylored

ufter the frct by their allien,

'The-violaiion of iterritori:.l viaters can be prbved 0. Le nn.

after thourht. The atiack on Maddox was ordeced in Haunoi vell before ..

Maddox had even approached any claimed limit. It.uas noi quu11f1ed.
The PT'offiéera were told to attack kaddox. Wo an= inld them~thai

they would go only if Maddox' waa to violate llorth Vietﬁam;'nor vere
they'téid ithat Maddox was to be in any specific area before she was

to be attacked..It could be arpued that perhaps the Horth Vietnanege
Proauhed that a violation of theif 1imit uas inevitable.-1hia would be
a, very uncerta14pol1cy. but it was unlikely in nny event for nowe

or the Pl officers uere aware of the 1nternat10na1 water limit even
years after the attack. It ic therefore most probable that ihe 1asue

w8 never even considéred.

Violation of territérial ;#tefs,'evcn-if considered by internationally
recognized rulen, would-have been no cause or 3ust1f1catzon for North
Vietnam's attack. Maddox would have violated the Luelve mile 11m1t, if
it wore in force, but the violation did pot coansist of any hostile
aciions. The last “violation" occured uell-bef&re.the a(tack. Maddox uas
;iuays well out in international uuteré from the oawent they were firet

'uighted'by th&'PTs, and .continued evcn_f&rther-off shore until well

afior the al L_ack.




|
|
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|
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Haddox was a vietim of cni':c._:u_mz;t.'mccu. bhe s a l;tx-{:ct‘-.;.)_' default, .
‘he real objective wap the ruider bouts, tut Horth Vielnum could not
uccensfully utiack them, They vere frusirated by the raiders, and

sverreacted 1o attack Maddox. ‘I'he «decision vas a simple ane born

in rage and thus wilhout complex ithought of ligking the 34-A operatiouns
. uith Maddox or consideration of territorial limits, lorth Vietnan's
biggest mistake was that they never. anticipated the potsntiul
consequences, ' R N
L
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FIRST IMPACE

_ ,:August second 1964 wag & Snnday;.washingfon, D;Q. ard Vietnﬁn '
nere phynically'hnlf a'world apart. The time difference for practiole
purpaoses can be conuldered to be twelve hours, although there were
actuully two time zones in the Gulf. A tmelve hour dszerencc makes
" it easy 1o convert civiljan time,,as A.R. and P.M. are just reversed.
The attack on Maddox occured locally im mid-afterncon. In Naahington,

this was the middle of the night. In Hawaii, it was otill Saturdny,

+ August first in the evening. In these 1vo U.S5, locatlons _then, a;nce
it wap a . gummer weekend and in off hours, the main dec:szon makers -
were not on the job. They would have to be called in from Home, or.
ir‘nome caseg, frowm far away resorts.  | | o

. . .

These men and their key ataff meubers arrzved at staggered
ihtervals at thein respeetlve places of work, They mlght have been _ 
slightly. uggrzvated at this event having- cancelled more pleaSurdblo

u:pursuzts, but they wore h1gh1y dedicated and knowledgeable .men, who
approc1ated the sign1f1cance of -this atiack. They had heard the newa
bullotins, and they were eager to get to their offzces to learn .
what extra information was really kiown. There was little amplifying
information available as yet. Middox;waé attacked by three PT boats.

' Maddex had fired back and had been agsisted by aircraft from the '

carrier Ticonderoga. The damage reports vere confusing. At.firat, it .

nad the other two were damaged. Maddox and the aircraft had not been

hit. This seemed to be an acceptiible militwry response. lhose at
. distant commands had ne way of know1ng at- this time, that North
‘Vietnam had not suffered ihe damage claimed, and thut . these same
1hrqe boats would live to attack ‘or atiempt to attack a United:

States destroyer,.two Years later.

‘appeared that two PTs.wére vunk. Then it seemed that only on was sunk, - N




_~V . .‘ . . Ar‘ " 59.
Tho bulk of 1niorm411on avnllable at thig moment was U.S.

opcrat1onal mcssagos. Hany of these were contr.dlqtoxy.-Furthcvmoro,

there was the standard mushroom cffcct.-bach ma jor commandfgcttin@

a message would paraphrase it and send it on,"pcrhups with a {ew

T

! comients of ihere own. They in turn, were qucstioning the sources

:  for more information. There was no. lack of reading maierial, but

l

f it wae all essentially the same, and therc was little new ‘intelligence
! in any of it, . .
The immediate concérn was 1o determine tho sicnificancc-of the

attack, Did it presuge an intent Ly Horih Vietnam to drop all barrlcrs,

and attac} whenever and uhcrcvcr they mlpht? lias it a diversion for

. T a largc scale move on the South? Thcre uvere a myriad of pos ;1bllit1ce. : ‘
!

hach pos s1b111ty seemed to have a pcrson or group to bupport it, The one.
conclusion th¢t seened to gain the most advocates today, was that the ]

attack had been e mistake. The thzory went ihat some local commander had

’

overstepped his bounds, and had ordered the attack unbeknownst te his

P supcrlors. lhls was’ populur because it wan wishful tthkxng, and it did
: not reguire an 1n—dcpth baanround on Vietnaim to understand., We kmew now
that there was a migtake, of course, bul the mistake was not the attack,

but only the timing of ihe atiack. The attavk itself was 1ntent10nal

and planned days ecarlier in Hanoi.

. The men called to work today vier< not Vietnémcse experts by and
large. fhey were for ihe most vart étniQr officials who wure general
decision malkers, Being thit it was = weekend tﬁere vas congiderable
The §risis das be2ing haallsl bv 4aloh 5fficurs, and -
sense, they vere not

<

_disorganizalion,
? while they were effective in a "fire fighting"
geared to locatinv the most knowldzeable expert to get intelligent

1n-depth advise on & relatlvcly abscure subject uuch as the North

RaR T SRS
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Vietnamese Navy. p
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‘A knowledgcuble unalyot could koave (old them in & winute,
The Pl had to be deployed froin iheir

that

thig attack was no mistake,
remots Van Hoa base, all the way 1o Hon Me, and then out to Maddox.

No local commander could have ordered.that. It would. take’ too long and

‘would be knoun to many senior comaind eschclonr, who could hivo put

u step to 1t, if thoy so doalxcd.. ‘o be sure, the mosot knowledgecble

}
analyst could not have knoun for certain at this time, whether this

prepaged continuing nctivity of this kind. He could have indjcated to

'*—'thoae concerned, however, that thcre were cerinin warnlng signals

that almost 1nvar1ab1y would provide an alert in dquHCB of another

atiack, This was not necessurily made clear to the cognlzaut decision

‘makers. Procaution dictated, and rightly'so, thot geﬁcral varnings

i

be issued to all commands in the Vietnam aréua, This was perhaps the
mest ebvious and most imporfant'post attack act that had to be

achiéved immediately on this summer weckend day.

Aside from military considerations, it was readily perceived

in all government cuarters, thut.ihere were political conesiderations

=

- a8 well. President Johnson was due to run for the Presidency in his own

right for the first timc,‘jﬁst_a few months from now. His opponent
had already boen selected -~ Senator and Keserve Air Force General

Barry Goldwater. The battle lines had already begun to take chape. The

Senator loomed asz a war hawk, President Johnson, as an advocate of progressive

demestic pelicy, wes Viowed'as'untested in the internationzl sphere,

The attack was ObVlOLSly go1ng to be a crucial test, If he shoved
strongth hcre, he wes certain to attract many middle of the roaderu,

who feared that Seanator Goldwatcr might be =2 litile extrems.

Many years have passed and it is difficult, with all e emotions

that have been gcnerated'abOut Vietnam, to recreate the naivete of the

American public in Avgust 1964, There vere few Americans in that day
whe could have correctly located Vietnam on the map,wgnd fewer otill

who could give an intelligent diccourse on th%ﬁistory of 1lhe wreae

e e o s ma e
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h issuc sacred to Americans through:out our hietory - freedom of ihe seas,

i

_publxc perccxvcd only an insult to thc Aworican flag. This wa & stlll

'United States would not be pushed'around byﬁany ration, large or émall.

- In every war fought by the United Statos, this had been an issue, Indeed

_were again at wvar with frecdom of the seas belng ithe pr1ma1v isnuo.

~ Wars were directed, e¢arly on,'torthe allied side, because of what

R

Mar in Victnam, ap we know it todry, was not an issue. The American

opinion would be the important ingredient in the Prcvldﬂnt 5 de0151on.

o

an era which began with President Xennedy's public warning that the .

!
The publlc, in their ipgnorance ‘of Vietnam, viewed thlm attack

TR TR A '

qi/a U.S. shxp as an isolated 1nc1dent. This was a violalion of an

just nineteen years after ach;cv1ng our 1ndcpcndance from Brltlan, we

The school children of the U.S5. lcarn even today, thei the War of 1812
uas declwred because thqbrltlsh were raiding our ships and pres°ingf
Geamon into the scrvxcc of the. crOhn. The seas ‘have been good to the .
United Siates through-.out her history. As laie as the Second World
War, it wap theve.seas that kept our mainland free from the cdrhagc
that occured in'Europo and Asié. Our sympathies in both the Vorld
was viewed as the unprecidenied horror of German submarine warfare.
All Americans, landlocked or coast dwellers, learned these lescons
in school and saw their offect by living through =. war fought in

the distance, They were conditioned to appreciats thls issue. Public

There werce many gov'rqm"nt officials knowledgeable about the

T m e e

truc status of Vietnam, ie were in a desperate situnation even at

this ecarly stage. We hud plcugcd to supoveori the'rggimc in the South, | i

but after mnany reC‘nt coupes, We uerc 5till vearching for effective
leadcruh1p. The Horth Vistnames were intensifyirng their invasgion

of the South, as they saw political instability prevail. A propoced
congregsional résolution had already been drafted 1g requost Congress
authorize the President to take all mcuns‘nACacnury i0o protect South

Vietnam and ihe U.5. interests there. The prelude justifying the

e pasy




rcublutiqn uas Nath Vieilnam®n reneral intervention in the South and’
their spbplying men and eguipnent f{or .the war fhérein. 1t was recogniced
by the drafters that ihis bfoad rcsolutian,uguiq be difficult to
“sell" on the hill. %here were a number of ihflnqnciai congrcseional : ¥
leaderh, that could be counted upon to fight it. They would'wanf
reamns of préof and justification, and then they would certainly ammcnd
.thﬁrcndlution-to provide only limited and qualified support. Such was the
political reality. The resolution had not yet been proffered for these
very reacons, It would have had 11ttlc chhncc for succtss. Ihc attack
on Maddox was ceen as a potentizl blessing in disguise by the backch'
6f interventibn in Vlctnam. The repolution wasg redrafted. Out came:
) ihe generalities; and in‘their place, uvent the justification of
North Vietnam's attack on a U.S. ship. ' |
Thc other major shuffling on this summer Sunday, was rounding

P up cont1ng*ncy plans. Long 2£0, it was decrced that wve would have

3 contingency plans for any conceivable situation. He would never bc

! . caught unprepared. e were not now. “here were pl¢ns, but on this

weckend, there were few planncrs available, ine men who had been

from appropriate files and libraries;

|
f recalled, rounded up plens
! “hich uould fit?

and were probably recading them for the first time,

The plans ranged from chlaring e full scale war, to doing nothing

; but remaining alert, Vading ‘through all the possibilities in between ;

vl et B . G e

was & long and tedious task.

: ' [ ]
? : All of these cvolutions were béing conduct:d at many locations - é
and by many government officialt both military and civilian. Bach i

had its ovn vested interest in the ultimatoe decirion.that would ;
1ch1tab1y be made. singe no o»c could arpgue AnOthdFCIbly With a &

total command of the facts, each could offer u conv1nczng case for ;

b

their own cuause, whelher thot be Ior do:nr nothing or for 1mncu1atc

-

retaliation,
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iy ‘all these different com:andec und locationuy, therc vere only

( advigors. The Preoident would make the flnal decision. The President
. . oy
wag o politician, and had been for his entire life. he politiciads - K
. {,
fortc is the public conscnsus. It vae this that woulc Cetermine Lhe - ﬁ‘

comrae of action e vieuld medoct, Publ1c op1n1%n pollu, houcvcr,-uro not

] (<] lnia @ kHCOuﬂly [] norx arx c y R n LK i lln L ’ rn ns,

rendily abparcnt from

————

wdlt, altqounh it was

Preside.t was inclined to
that definaztive retaliostion would

“"thé press. and rapdom public vieus,
be'acccptablc, if not welcomed by most of tlie public. The primary

B -

‘ concern for- those that held back on their support, was the Soviet

and Chinese reaction, Analysis ravealed that if'thc'rctuliation .
!  was directed exclusively at North Vietnam, annownced to be in response
to the PI attack, and kept to.an ﬂbpropriatc-scalé, then ihe two
ma;gr communist powers would not react with other than their standwrd

verbal offensive. This could.not bs (aranteed, but it was certainly

sound reasoning. S . '
_ _ S _ .

Retallatlon secncd the loqlcal UOllthdl .cxpediency, but...

there were advisors that urged cautlon.-ﬂhc facts were not all in,

"~ The attackers had all been hit accordxng_to_thc,reports. Wag that

not enough? The impromptu Sunday ;ave way to 2 normal workduy Menday.

s

| Diagcussion resuned in earnest, now by the full staffg._ﬁhln delay 1
§ was denying thenm an opportunity to retaliate, ltetaliation, if melected, r{
| ‘should have beon immediate or relatively. so., o : 4
% ~ ;
3 ‘
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REFLEGTION

The civilian and militmry leaders of llorth Vietnam were meeting on -

‘Monday August third. Not all of them had baen nrrv1nu31y advxsed that

the two PI's had returned without thclr thlrd companxon, and that the

attack had gone off prematurely. In todaJ s discues ions, they acceptgd

thai ihe reason they had not been sucncssful vas because the attack had

been cou&ucted in daﬁlight, This‘lack of success.just'firqu'theif
opinion that iheir lavy was useless, bﬁt'this was not the prime concern

today. They were dlamayed at the U.S. damage claims that they knew. to

_be untrue, and were irying t9o understand their . uzﬁn1f104nce._

.

Certainly ons boat wen shzll misging, but their radar netuork had
assured them that it was 8till afloat after the uctzon. TheJ liad ‘not
been ablo to follow it thennfter. “but they 1naisted that it had not
nunk at least 1nmrd1ately. No one was ouite sure of what to make of
this.

The leaders were being aresented with sumsaries of news stories -

fronm qround'fhe world both from newspaper and radio accounts, The.

comaunist nations vere hoIding‘back, probably waiti:g for instructions,

he fow communist nations thai.had reported to daie, had m@urly
reported thc'factn or claims,.and had no comientaty. The free world
press commcnte were not . favorable to this aoct of aggrengion on
behalf of Horth chtnam. lhese Porthcrn leuders were sensitive to
world public-opihiony so ilhey were distressed by this turn of ‘events.
}hey had hoped that thé preass would chnnplon their cause as the
little nation tak1np on the: g1ant who was the real apgresuor. They
had taken thlc publlc stdnd themﬁelveu in ezzl:er news relea nes.

hoping they would c¢tch on, lhey also claim=d. to have destroycd the

: attacklnp aircraft. this was pure fiction, tncy knew, ap 1ho PTg had

not reported thin, but they manufacturnd it. to counter thc U. b, cln;ms

{or propaganda purponob.
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; " The PP ¢group at Van Hoa had gone over Lhc dcta11u of the attacP g
5 again and again, Nothlng new secmed to be forthcoming. The two N B ;
f' returning boats had not seen ihe third boat hit or sunk. They knew . | ‘. %;
f he had momentiarily siopped, ﬁut it did'not apvear to be from an . | . ‘ﬁg
cxternil injury. The shore commanders supported ihe decision net | r-
to return and"réndcr aid,; as thcy,toé vcéogniécd the potential ;
danger is this course of action., The T group did not vish te: _ ' F
foruaid their final report until more could be learned of the ihird S ' LJ
| boat. They could not go caarch 1odxt themselvea, Searching was the o Sﬁ
: mission of their patrol craft units, but the Pls were reluctant to 7 Qw
g ask for their support, The PT grdup was very worri-d. No one had rj
g thought to advise them that the rodar network had held their missing \ ;
E comrade after the ac+1on. ﬁhcy were just hoping that if was'utill_ ;’
alrlght, and juet losot. ' S ' ' : 'én
i : The patrol craft crews, at least some of them, had known of the . ‘ o
g ,uttack.'ﬂhey had not learned of it through tﬁc_news cervice. It wasp ) . rq
g ‘mach too early for that. Domestic news of this nature would not be '
5 diutributed'for somﬁ time. Instead, it had been the one Swatow that _ i
5 had prcmaturcly diépatéhed the Pls that sprcad_the'word to his fellow ' ‘ &%
- patrol craft sailors. Thé\battl*had taken place out of their view, so g%

they.did not know the outcome, All they knew for certain was that

they had not seen the PTs again, but that would not have been unusual.
Now they'had been asked to be alert for a PT, and to actually patrol
in an attempt to locate one. Was this curiosity on behalf of their

imnediate geniors, or uas something actually wrong? They, did not

apk for clarification, That would have been out of place. They

searchod as requesied, and found ndthing. fhey sensed vomething was

vrong.

" Yhe lone PP was still beached. It had no radio -forenorma«l broad-

cast ochannels, co it learned nothing about the attack from that gource,

Phe men felt cafe whore they uere, although a little bit hungry, They




—4%o0.-be ignorant.
or at leapt from some military organization that would arrive at any

continued to gearch for'food,:but-othcruicc, calmly waited for hclﬁ

to arrive. thy observed fafmcrﬂ 6ff in the distance, but fraterniuing

with thesc of ¢nothcr class in North Vieinam had never been oncouraged.
The. farmers would not question the activity ‘of the PT boat, if the wen

thcroon were not in evident distress. lhey would congider it a military
manuever, that they uere bettcr off not zsking questions about. The -

PI' men w.,uld not concider ¢pnroach1ng the farmers for they knew them

They cxpcctod some ascietance from other naval units

moment, At one time, there had been a puggestion that they refloat
the boat and head up the coast. This had come at a time when the tide
was out, so it was noi an immediate possibility. ithen the %idekwaé
-high, thq'idea was apparently,fofgotteh;'They'werc sure that:hclp wag

enroiite, hey would wait.

In réality, asidse from tihe prcfﬁnctory SuatOWISCnrch “there was
no maaor effort to locate the lost PT, It was felt that it uould turn
lup, if indeed it had not been sunk,- No one could really understand
vhy it waa Btlll mlsslng. It vag pcrhaps at a oort,,but bec«use ‘the
fact that it was miscing was intentienally not publlclzed, ne one had

bothered to report its where abouts.’

The Northern leaders were not really concerned with this. They

verce dismayed that the raiders had again been actlvo on the nlght of

3/4 ﬂugust and that the object of their attack, iaddox, had returnecd

o her patrol -station, along with a sccond dnstroyer. They had pcrhapa

unnerved the United States by making her more cautious, but they
hgd obviously net succeded in their objective of reducing the riider
activity. The press was reporting that the U.S. had renewed reslove

to stand up to Norih Vietnam, lhio was digtressing.
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SCARIS TWO _

Maddex had indeed resumed her patrel, and this time, in the company _ ??_

' .

- of a pister destroyer, the-U.S5.S. Turner Joy. The deustroyer division

- commander had alse requested that aircraft be poﬁtinually everhead,.

This was considered.a little extreme, The patrel, as scheduled, had

_nevera)l weeks more te run. The aircraft reguest wauld have worked a

great and unnccessary hardship on ihe aircrnft carrier and the aircraft

crewsn, A compromise solution was woxkcd out. It was viewed as complctcly

adequale by all except pcrhdps Maddox. The alrcraft would be on ready

alert aboard tho carrier, They could reach the dcstroycrs in m1nutes, ' 2y

if required to do ao.

‘ . . '
A . ;

Yhe authorities , who had ordered Maddox to resume her patrol, $os
. . ) K ) -—.‘:,. .
knew that sbe was in no seriouz danger., Two destroyers with accompanying . ﬁ?

2ir support vere certainly more than a match for any thing Horth . .

“Vietnam ocould choose to mend against them. The deoiroyer divisiocn

commander unfortunately was not as confident us his superieérs, It " \//

must be remcmbefcd that thies commander had requested the cancelation

ef {he patrol bccaﬁsé he had becn upset by intelligence messages e
even-before it. had started, Thc‘attack by the PI's had only rcinforced . | ﬁi'
his desire to terminate this assignment wnd get back to wore familiar pe

duties, It can readily be mopreciated thatl he was none tao.héppy, . f;l

follouing the attack, to be ordered to agnin‘plago'his'ships in a

position to bé attacked. Mo now had extra suppert, dnd he would

operata'furthef to sea, but this wus no great comfort. Two days ago,
the nervousness was COnfingd 1o a few'knowludgeablc officcré,.but : _ : o
nO; it had spread ito the remaining officers and crew 26 well, Aboard o
Turner Joy, they had not been perconally attacked, hut they knew the
wdetails ef thé PP attack on Nuddox. Yhey could 5e'dcséribcd aq.a-iittla

more relaxed; relative to Maddox, but still their nervous anticipation

ran high,
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Iuring daylight hours, the desiroyer't senue of well being was

“infinately greater than at night. True, many of the men working in

interior spaces could not sec ihe lighi'of qay, yet they.toak'comfcrt
inlfhc fact that:thcir topside shipmates could Qisually'confirm'or
discgunt any contact repért:d by cléctfonic mcdiﬁ, al least thoso
that were within a thrcutcning fqngc. ilrcady bn!thc fourth of Auguot

in broad dayiight, radar had reported distant contucts.'Thcy were

mever visually confirmed, but they had not closed the dwisiroyers

either. Could it be another prelude to aitack? The reports were
juqt enough 1o keep the tension et its peak. After éll, the attack

on Auygust seaond had occured in mid-day.

What Qan still upsetting the dcétroycrs Wi s thekluck of an

explanation for the attack that they had just survived. No ene had
‘yét provided them or eveh atiemptied to provide them with an analysis

of why it had been carried out, To them, it was & bolt out of the

biue, and they did not know if it was a one time attack, or if it
‘wes té be a new :nd permancpt'policy of North Vietnam., Were ihey

geing to attack all U.S. ships of f their coast each timé thcy'appearcd?
The ansver to ihis cucsfion was of more than academic interest to

the doétroycrs on the line., They could.only guess at it themselvés,

and without any amplifying information, they naturally asuﬁmgd'that

North Vietnam was preparing to zttick-again;

>Diy faded into nighti, The blackness scemed intenzified ag the
wcithcr-also-stuﬂbd 1o deteriorate., These were ripe cenditions for
imaginations to conceive thie worst, Spcculation among the crew oven
exﬁéndad to the poasibility that the Chinese might'join'with'North
“Vietnam in a YXorean type conflict;_?hiﬁ would add a‘hhole nev
.dimensien te tho thrcat.,Undcr ithe cifcumatanccs,"it is completiely

underatandable that ihe siate of nervouoness would bé*ruﬂﬁing,ﬁigh.

Predictably, it was not long after dark ihat another rodar

contact was reporied ~ a gfoup of high vpeed surtfoce contactiu,
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"'recognizcd_that some action nesded to be tuken, They set up a

hJ

.
oy .
. . . . =

~ q-' 69,

The high speed designation indicatied thet the contacts were naval , o
and .most probably, they were. Py, The pexi contact vwesn of unidentified !

aircraft. This was a new dimeneion. The ihought of a combined air L
and sea attack was really unoettling. The 2ir contact wus loct shortly, * ?%;
and the radarmen concentrated on the surface contactb.'ﬁhcy_bcgan : o ﬁﬁi
to proliferate all over th§ screen, lhey were being tracked at spécds ' r’_
of 30, 33, aud_40.knotﬁ,'but_nonc werc'being.held.cohsistahtly. : ' ;
This phenomenon, knoun as fadar‘bpoéking," a6 ndt'ncw.'lt , gxa
occured in other areas of the ﬁorld but cénditions here in’the' L : .&%g
Gulf pavtacularly favorcd this phenomenon es ch1a11y at certiain ”1:;
times of year and at certain timeg of day, Lzrly on summer ‘nights : ,
was one of these partibularly suﬁnptiblc timee. In years to come, : '
much more would be learned zbout this "spooking" which was caused S
el
e

by atmaspherlc conditions, but 1n 1964, the radarmen of Maddox were

getting their initiation,

In corrective aciion, after this incident, the Havy immediately

training program to point out to radarmen, the inconsistancies
They researched

{ oo
4#-‘,’:

-
R T e g w gy
: 5 o Maai?
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in these "spooks" versus a bonofide contact.

methods to improve'fhcir radars to give operators a means ef i
tcchniéally checking the validily of a contict With their radar set, ?-'
If is very unlikely that a "spook" would confuse a Navy ship today, Fe
but in 1964, the experience level on Maddox, couplod w1th the high -f
tenslon of the moment, made it complotoly unQOIStandable ihat these ?f
centacts were being 1eportcd_y1thaut quection, ' ?

%‘ The officers on Maddox could really have used a cbmplcte ?
understandlng of all intelligpnce available on North Vietnam.' This, K E:
w 26 explained carlier, was not possible. Still, they could ‘have ﬁ\awk | ff
made botter use eof the 1ntcllimcnce that was availulle Yo them. - " -

' ' officer / . e

They would certainly have farad better if their "black box

] P




r genior enlistied personnel were mora_cxporienced.ftﬁhx hadlno

DPPcCldtlon for intelligence, nor did they have the initiative - o f. o ‘
Q9 requc st additional information, Hx»h an attitude like this, they |

sould net be helped, ‘lhey ucxc destined to stunible bllndly and f g@;
mnihinkingly, until Lhey could get toially clear of Lhe situation - ) gﬂi
and ihe area, . | , ‘ - B ) ' o . i
: ) _ S N
Unforuunately, not all the uvnllablc intelligence wan corroot. !
lntblllgcnco is, at beut, an cutlmate. A significant, mistdke at thlu - , _ ?::
iime was the off101al specd estimate for the bwatow class runboat. " ?%f

[‘_The boat had 2 hull that appcared to be exactly the sams as the
wooden hulled Seviet P-6 class torpedo boat. It was‘therefcrq préaﬁmcd-

“that the Chinese had mercly'aﬁbstitutrd guna for torpcdoés on the

same hull. The speed was: thu" estimated to be thc ‘same a8 the P—6

i, e. 42 knots. It was subs crucntly learned that the bwatow, whllo

an identical hull form, was actually conubructed of stecl.'ﬂhc speed
epgtimate ior the beat was ihus rcduced-approprlatcly te bctween'24
_ and 28 knots. If this reviged cstlmatc uere available in 1964, it . ‘
would hava been mosi Blpnlflcant. I{ would have enabled the destroyers

to eliminate patrol crafi from the 1lst_of possible contacto that
they.wcre ploiting, as all contdcts had épchs in cxdoss'of any:North
Victﬁamcse'patrol craft capability. 1his meant that'thé only possible

candidates that would fit the speed déccription were the Pls,

One p051t1vc and correct piece of lntclllgencc that weas avallablc . b

was that concerning North Vlctnam g PI' inventory. In the late fall of

1961, a Soviet merchant ship va as observed ~2hd photographcd dclzvgrlng

& deck cargo af twelve P~4 class PI boats to Van Hoa. The boats had

nuﬁsenuently been photogruphsd on many occusions in Herth Vietnam.
There was no question that ‘there wers in-August 1964, twelve and only
“"twelve PI's in theNorth Vietnamesge Navy. Ho more and no less. Tho

radar and later gonar rcport" from Maddox were.very confuqlng, but

it would appear thet if Lhey were to be believed, at least cleven
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PI's would have to have been 1nVU1vcd Ln thin activity of the four*h . S

of hugust, Now if Maddox had bHzlieved ‘the diunage reports of ihe

act}on on ihe second, they woul@uhave io comg io ihe conclusion . ;;?
that only nine PPs were cvailable to be sttacking them today. This "'-“f’_’?
ﬁould have givcn them pause to consider their contacis further, and _ F::
recognize sgome of them oy invalig,~1fithe'truth vere known, in that ?_!
only.one North Viectnazmesc bout had beun put out of action thaet firct 'f ’
time, it still should have given the destroycrs couse. 10-“econsidér !

their contacts. Lleven PI's wonld have bowen ihqcntlrc tiort th Vietnanese ;EF

B'):--,
o R
. o

inveniory. It would have ‘been unllkﬁly that they would or could, Juut

from a mcchan1ca1 Fthndp01nt, commit all their boat° 1n a_51n51c

attack. ' '

> #nother intelligence indicator that chould have set the deutroyers to’ |

~ 4hinking, was the grouping of the contucts. Thé Horth Victnanese were
exiremely consistunt. 1hey never varijed from the "boolk" qr their past
performance. The‘”book” indicated that thc Horth Vietnamege PP ~ .

"~ division consisted of threc ‘boats. The PI's moved by division, «nd never
combined dlvxvlons to torm & larger group. ﬁhus, any radar contact

© on a group that wae not in threes, chould heve hecrn jmredidtely

consldered ouspo el

A detailed kaowuledpe of tho.PP operating patiern would havé cast
a general suspiaion on all_the'cOntacts. ‘the Ts never operaied at
'peods less than maximum, except inilocalVQatefs. Such'was'thcir
flamboyant wtlev This would havs indicated that contacts tracked
j from 30 10 40 knots in the oocn sea degerved closer scruiiny. Swatows
g ) ‘could have been dlucountcd if the proper int:lligence cstimate
| had beon available, but eveu based on the erroneous 1nformat10n, ]
knevledge of opcratxnp patierns would nave rcvcaled that Swatows |
and PTg did not work together. The only LQﬂLuCt tateyr was-—-a group
of three 5t a gpeed of 45 or more knolg, 1T Swatowy vere heing

iracked, the destroyers ghould not haves been overly conceruod;llt
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would noi have been logical to pit the gmaller Swatoug ageinst the five
inch guns of tho”dosﬁroyofu. True the dosiroyer commander might still
think it & possibility, but then he should have had cnough faith in
his ohips' performance ugainmt.such'un.infcrior tforce, that he could
calmlj plot these contacts until they approached a firing range. The
pimple fact that the contacts uere plotiing SO'erbutically, should have
in itself, served as a flag of ecaution to the supervising officer, and
causcd them to order a deeper svaluation, ' ‘

———— : . o .

An appreciation of these nuances of North Vietnzmese behavior

coﬁld not have been impartbd by a brc;pafrol brief, but would
have to have been by way of u knowledgeable innider on board ship.
Haddox unfortunatiely did not have such an individual on board. There
was, poucver, a shipboard mituation that shouald have Signalcd_caution
tp.Naﬁdox'a officers. Their radar had been suffering from varjous |
malfunctioné until very recently, It had just recently been declared
operational, but unexplanably, Turner Joy's radar was not detecting
these suspicious contacts held by Muddox; This discrepancy shenld

~havc obviously been investigated. It vas being ovcrlbokéd. It was
obviocusly sound policy in this situation 1o err on the side of
caution. The radarmen were correct in reporting all contacts. The -
ship's officers, however, should have recogniicd the rituation and
have sugsestcd cdﬁtion; The radar reporis were not for the exclusive
uae of the ship's comm#nder, but thcy vere being sent by various
systems to.other control spaces and the Turner Joy as well.

. 'The reporis'fucled the ténse atmouphere when received at these
oth@r positionu..Imégination was active. Yonar began reporting
_to%pedo firings., Again this wac a case of nerves and inexperience.
The man on the sonar was irying, or ﬁcrhapS'eyen wore appropriately,

LpEtraining te do hig part and isoue varning reporis as early us
possibhle. He had been given no re:son 1o doubt ihe aﬁihcnticity'

of the radar reporto; ‘*he man on wetch was in a dark pinall room
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undoubiedly calculating the procpscts for survival shonld the ship
thc jOb .
walch

be hit by a torpcda. He wa"'juqtifiédly sbprcd. He wag new to
The expcrlcnced gonarmun had volunieared 1o cont1nue standing w
in the gun director, a pou1t10n for .which he had bccn mevitorioudly
cited in earlier exercises. The cognizant folccra agreed, for a good
gun controller in this situation was eésential, and sonar in thio

3 ] - ) L - .
environment vas of questionable value. No on&yas concerned with a

spbmarino threut, and that was the primary function of a sonar uatch.

The. sonar operators on a desiroyer are irained primarily in active
of operation similar to radar, A

sonar techniocues. This is the mode
it strikss

puisc (thc familiar ping in motion'picturoe) ie sent out,

a target and returns an.echo. The sonar today was not in the active

mode, fhe ship was moving tee fust for active gonar operations. The

transducer on the ship at this spocd would move out of Lhe way,

bcfore the echoe had a ch4nce'to return to it. haddox $ sonar was

in th*pdSlec moede instead. Thia is Lhe mode normqlly employed by
submarlncs, who wish tq remain silént-and listen for the sounds of
 a surfacc_cqntuct.'THere are many soundstﬁat can confuse a passive
sonar operator., He is much'merc'dcpcndant upon experisesnce 10 preperly

. perform nis jeb, than the aclive sonar operator, Mish and parine life

can make sounds that mask ihe sounds of & ship, or in some instances,

thése marine biological noices will sound like a ship themsslves, A

prime Eritcria here foo, is the speed of one's own ship. The water

noise passing the hydrcphome at high speeds, can render the sona.r

cenpletely ugclcsu. So just as in xhchilvc_modc, 'gh1p must be opcratlng

at a reasonobly slou<spc¢d-if it expects its passive sonar to bo effective,
; Maddox was operating at high apcéd‘1No one was rcélly cbnéerﬁcd

with enhancing the sonar performance. Sveed wus their best ally

-against'a PT.;ttack. Ag a result, the only noige that could be heard

by sonar, was a noise that was very close abourd i'c; eminating from

Maddex herself. Cohctant noices are not llkcly ‘to confuse even the

novice, They can be casily recogmizsd and fllyercd out. An intermittent
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noigce ip more iroublesome., Thiv ig vhat confured Maddox's sonarman
nov, Tho sound of Maddox's rudder hard over during a high speed turn,
sounded to the sonar watchqtander, liks a torpcdo approachlnp. Thcse
course changes, it should be noted, wore prlmarlly due 1o a previosus
threat reported by radar, The sonarmen had his concarn {or tGIpchCb
heavily on h1u mind, just as a turn was cxccutcd. Theze sounds were,
accerding te Navy procedure, tapcq,ior later ref;rcnce. Shore experts

knevw immediatoly frem the steaming conditions reporied by Haddex,

— . :
that 1he faint noise of & torpedo's screws approaching could never

bo heard by Maddox. The tapeg, houever rvere dutifully snzlysed after

the actien, and as suspected the only noise rcvchled viag fﬁat which

could be atiributed to Maddox herself,

These were well intentioned, but crroneoﬁs sonuy rcpsrts..They

': ’ .o " : )
were significant in the events to follew, They were coupled with. the
radar reporis and thus intensified the belicf that Maddex wés again

under attack Now it was ihe turn of the men 1n the "bLlack: bex" 1o

\lend their intelligence contribution to thls 1cnse situatien, They

wers receiving material from tuwo separate sourcas, Which they in turn
vere rcportzng te the d1v1s10n comnander, Considering the ‘tense
environment, 1t_;s qu1te possible or rather even probable that

the source of tne reporis was being confused at times by these men,

a2t times by the division bommander, and -at times by botih.

Seme reports came directly frem North Vietnam te the on bbard
team, and ciherg were support mepuages provided by shore commands
te M4ddox for her 1nformation and self protectien. The ‘shore reports
were originated in North Vletnam, but received and analysed at '
virioué U.S. facilities from Asja te Washingten, then rosent to
Kuddox. The sheres reportis vere ‘obviously delayed, It was necessary
to'ccndthaw however, fpr the sake of completeness, Many rea 50N\ '
could have czused ihe ship on staticn to hauve missed,ﬂ}yaluabic

piece of information. Duplication wac therefore .ineviiazble but

e
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acceplible, The mctual delay iime Qavicd.coh:idcrubly, again for

a variely of reaseni, The delay could be =z matter of hours or even

"he could ses but not keep thc me8SLEe S qhown to hzm, could have :

~—~-—10 assume that most of the meas

" miracle,
3 ~The 1ntcrpretatlon of the 1nte1110cnce itself wag also a R
“ difficulty. The infarwation wae originated by North Vletn¢m. It - L//

N

daya;'ﬂhis‘dclay'timo wag . the squfcc‘of confusien., The exitct itime of 1he
original iﬁfprmation‘CQuld be determined for any message, but given o 'ﬁ
the tense situation aboard ”addox} the fact that the divisien commander g V// i

was noet fumiliar with this 1nte111gcnce 1nform¢tlon, and the fact that.
;o

easily caused him te overlook the exact messoge time and cause him
sages being shown to him were timely.
It is thus not at all ihconceivablc that during the night eof feur

August that the ieam presented ihe eommander with infermutien that.
had ‘been associated with the actual attack on the second, and that the

commander confused this for thleatenlng information that was just then
being sent by Morth Vietnam. Maddex, in fact, could have been receiving
information that relaied to the raider activity of the previous evcpidg,
the night of 3/4 August.or even the raider activity at the end of |
‘July that had porcipitated #11 thege eventa, the traffic concerning
the raiders was usually .- very belllco 3¢ aﬁd thrcatening. It could have
eapily been mleunderstood to aoply 1o the deutroycrs. ¥t can net
be stated that ihese nlstakes actually occured, It is nev too long
‘after the fact, and it could nat be provcd by records ulone. Histakes

of this nature are common place, nohevc;, One thing that c¢n,be
stated for ‘sure, is that all this information was sent to Maddox,
'and that because of the system, it Waﬁ

dlffcrent times, Indccd, if all of it was kept in an orderly pcrspuct1v¢

being receivcd at variocus

under the circumsctances extani en Maddox, that would have bceg ]

-

wag not meant for ihe Conhumptlun of oulsiders, Ve could not very

-

well ask them for & clarification of ény part nol understieed. Thece
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whe read ihe information evéry'd:y develop = sense pf,ihg "ene" of
the infermatiien available. Thoue thatiwerc_being iniréduced to ﬁt for
the first time, the Maddox efficers und muny senior U.5. officialo |
auhoré, were likclj 10 pget an allogther different meaning from one

mcsmdgo. Without an appreciation fer the background, the new reader

has no ‘cheice but to litcrally-iniérprct;thc.words he cees before

him. Thig cnn'cause gravc errors in interpretatien. Consider the

j report ihat-a phip is "losi." Lost can mean — contacl is ne lonﬁcr

‘ held; thé ch;p is lost in thatl it can not be found;.or 1t is uunk.
Only the full messzge uith 1dcnt1110at10n of sender and receiver,
taken togcthér with much additional backeround informatien, will
reflect which of thece meanings applies in an given sitvation.
Apide from pure scmaﬁtics, ansther area for error is forgétting
one's oun Navy pracilice. I in common'préétice for Navy radur
operators 1o track contacts and designate them if. Lnoun as "fricndly,"

5 -and if unknewn, as "ho¢t11¢." Indecd these are the approvcd tracklnb .

| ‘term° thol must be used in thc interex t of nt»ndard10¢blon. The '

; | operator, moreover, may give vectors to attack" these hes tzle

contacts, These atiacks are, of course, only sirulated. It is

ebviously never intended by the tracking Favy, that the tlargeti

should ever learn that he is being triacked or attacked, even in

an excersise situation. Now if the target knows, butl has not been
:  advised that this is for practice only, the werds of the tiracking o

operator de have a particularly sinicter connotation. It is vitually .

ST e e o

ccrtnin ihat misunderst~ndings of this nature occured beth aboeard

é
|
Naddox and ashore when considering routine North Viotnamese tracking = ')
}nfermatlon. The reader of tlhie megusage was bagiczlly taking it out f

of cenlext and falllanp io appreciate that the United States Navy

has the same routine,

~

[ I

The net effect on thin;nightgof four Augist was thai radar,

gsonar and the intelligence leam were re¢inforcing each otherds
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erroncous reports, kuch tuken sebarately could hiave been d1uprovcn,

or recognized for their irue .meaning, but toaethor, ne one theught

ut the time te guestion any onc source in.dcpth. They were being

rushed, and had ne time or et least, they conceived that they did e

not have the time, to stop und quectien each report, .Thay were geared

to take aveiding action, to'positively preclude ithe chance that they v .
' ' ittt =7

would be again atiacked. It was not appreciated that one =ource wWas

playing off the other, each enthuu1atlcally ucaklng to prove the

"report of the olher, How 1t remained enly for the fourth and final

~at the earliest pessible moment. ‘lhey ovcrhéard the roperis from.

L

proef — vicual confirmation. That was net long in com:ng.'stt 11Lc o
the olectronic reports before them, the topside personnél were

straining to make their contribution, and to report all cqnt:cto

radar and sonar, and theJ were belnc prompted teo be cuneclally
alert by the chip's offlcers. ﬂhey knew that thege 1ntc]llpcncc {pim
messages being sent up were disturbing 1o chc.d1V1sxon commander

and the captain., They were convinced that a second attack was upon

them;

The eye is not'ihfnllible. 1t often piayc trip&s; “he desart
mirage ié'a‘well knewn example. lhere werc no such drumatic occurances
today, but the'drrors reportied were for ihé same resaon. The.mind .
cont}ols the eye, The dosire to see something, can make the object
appear., In mld-occnn peacetime stcaming none of the bpullnus |
contacts. reporied ihis evening would have ~given a lookout a second
cause for ihought. He would have never have reported them, but rather
wéitcd to determine if he rcally_caw what ﬁc thought he saw, Now,
fyécause of the immenent threat, cverything was reperiecd at once
'éithout a secend evaluation. A digtant whitecap, oul of sequence
;ith another, becomes o bow wave of a PT'y A flash of light cauged
by a shooting star or a sveck of dust on the observei's eye, becomes
a searchlight or = gun flash, Once iho seed is\plantad,fthe mlnd'will

strain to back up the econclusion, and even form the image ef an on c¢oming

e
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F1', The ebserver in such an inctance will be convinced of what
he saw, and in fact, when other mources appear to'auppbrt-him,

he will be aven more ademant in the correctness of his visien.

1

| The-qombination of these reports apbarcntly‘rcinforCing cne
‘another, led ihe dcétréycr.captaips to the conclusien that they were
undcf attack., Maddex beogen te nanuever wildly te avoid iorpedoes.,
Turner Joy began te manucver, primarily tp-a?oid ltaddox. Then they
epened fire, The contacts disappsared, Obviously the irony of this
was lost in the midst of’thc flail. On 2 August, Maddex had fired
in broad daylight on 3 PT boats for thiricen minutes, and .scored by
her acéount one hit. ow ih'thc'dcad of night in poor'weathcr, che
flred a brief velley at a distant group eof GOntacta held enly on
radar, and sunk them all immediately., This was a rather impressive
gunnery improvement. ' ) '

The,aircraft ﬁad-bccn requeétedlearlier, They rcsponded instantly.

this time. They searchod tp'ihg best of their ahility, but thevenly
contécts fhcy held were thé'tuo'destroyera. They saw tha gun flashes
. very clearly. It seemed obvious that a full battle was ‘raging, but
agrinst whoem, they could not be sure. The gun fire fed further reports.
The North Vietinamese, far rcmovcd from the scene and - just off their
ceast, could see and hear the strange cvenis at sea. They naturally
rcported thclr observations to higher cominands. It may even have
appeared from these reports that the reporters were aciually invelved
1n the fray. laddox, r0001v1nﬂ such - 1nformnt:on, would ugse it as o
furthcr evidence that they uere under atiack, Shore siations would
bubsequcntly add this to the confusing battle reports, and alse

erroncously assume that it confirmed the attack information,

The battle continued uwith 1little time to pausce 'and reflect.

Maddox was obviously-gctting thc'bcjtcr of it. They had not been
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hit and they were sinking the cohtacts with apparent case, 'The

"North Victnamese" forces, however,. kept comlng buddcnlx, Haddox
had the momst @6lid rudar contact of the nxrht and it was cloge aboard.

The ordcr to fire was given, Now the most fqrtu1tous event of-the -

day was to occur. Maddox had paid for it in udVancc. Hzd ihe sonarman
involved been at his gonar gtatlon, it s probab]c that the erroncous
reports of torpedo firing would not haVc been adccd to the’ cv1dcncc

that had uorrlcd the ship into this gun fight with phantioms, Hcrc, at his

gﬁﬂ control siation, he was io play even & more important rele, le

refuced to fire, He ‘had lost track of the Turner Joy in the manucver1ng,

and he r'queshcd that she be ordertd 1o turr cn her running lights.

This was an audacious act by a non-commisioned officer. The destroycrs
were ranning darkened, If they phowed running 11 chts, they would

Just be bctr¢y1ng their position te the attackers. Hig request was
réfuéed, and he was ordersd again to fire. He persisted in his
request., This was approaching mutinyQ Fraptically the diviaion
commander complied, Turner Joy did as ordered, and right in Maddox's
'gunsighta.uaa_this understsindably solid radar target..ltjwas.Turner

" “Jey. Disaster had been averted by this unusual act.

This great mishap narrowly avoided, seemed Lo take the spirit
from the batitle. There was an abrupt subsidence of activitiy, as the
evening returned to normal. The battle wasc over. There had been no

‘cdSuéltivs aboard either destroyer, and theough the_dostrcycrnen would

. find it.difficﬁlt te believe, .there were no casualties io Jorth

Vietnam, .
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The fourth of Auguut vas just net Nopth Vzetnam 8 d.ty. f'zrut.
the night of 3/4 Auguqt had witneused the roturn of the ruidera.'

This was the very act that they had souhht to cuntail by attickxng
Haddox. Then-Madcox hercelf with a necond desireyer, was observed

. to be resuming its patrol..k1nq11y! there way the battle in which.

ithey wers not involved, but for which they would get he blame. .

' The nwtrol eraft orpganization was perhaps the most nget.'ﬂhey
recognlzcd that the raider's return would mean thut thcy would"
again be afslgncd to iry to enggge them, They had hoved ihat the .
P attack on the deetrdyer would .have changed this. It had not.

They’could net see . the desiroyers who were operating off ihe coast.
" They were way too far at sea, but ithey. knew ilhey had retiurned fronm.

ithe reportis that .they uere receiving from their radar netwverk,

The Swatows idly patrol:ng off the coact were taken completely

out at sea. lhey knew it was a major battlc. They were ‘sonevhat.
miffed that they had not been informed, but that was o rather
ptandard oversight. It was a good omen to thei, They were hoping

that the PI's were ordered in for 2 second attack, as this might

give them a rcpfeavq. They wérp somevhat jealous of this combat
assigrment,_and they bspan Teporting iheir obﬁervatipné to the@r
shore eufablishment.-lnwardly, they wers relieved that they were
‘ﬁot the object of'the-déstroyer's fire.'They Mighf have evegjcolored

gthexr reports a b;t, oo that ts the cammal observer it would even

" geem that theJ were aqxlstlng in.this f:r removed oonlllct.

- Anidst the volume of information received durlng tais pcrlod

. ene mers¢ge is freaucntly cited by U.S. authorxtxcs to verify Jorth

by snrpr1se at the fireworks display that they could see and hear

v
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Vietnam'n involvumcnf, 11 purports 10 statls 1hat two Norih Vietnamese

boails were lost and two U.Y. aircrafi.were shot down. The first challenge

to lhe veracity of zuch a messapge is an obvious onec. How could we
bolieve the first half, when ve caicgorically knew ithe sccond half : >

to be untrue, Agide from ihig, the many analylical difficultiea
with this source come in_fo play. 1o what time wvas this message
actually attributed? what did "lout" actually mean? North Vietnam:
did claim to shoot dqwn aireraft on the second of Augusnt, ﬂut they
_never made such a claim on lhe fourth, It wonld appear that this

that ceincidently arrived in

could easily have been a late mcssagd,

tho midst of the flail on the fourth, and wa
siination..

I Rt R

s therefore mistakenly

believed to be applying to the current

Thcré uould.appeir to be lesc slress at various shore ‘stations
than aboard Maddox. Thig it wounld seem, would enable ihe shorc '

commnnd to pay more athnt1on to dctall, and to correctly ArTange.

7 Jall mcbs¢gc truffic in-itso proper chronologlcal order. lhis
| " unfortunately is wishful thinking. The shore conmands were in L//(
a’ crisis situation ag uell, and the likelihood of a mistake wae

unfortundtcly almost ac high'as on tho‘ihrcatcncd_ship. Duty eoffictrs

‘and senier officials ihut normally did not read this "raw" message

traffic, were concentrating on the very limited intelligence
every messapge for a shred of wvidence

availhble, and searching
. lhey .

| ' : ' _
; io support Maddox’s coniention that she was under attack

did net have a true understanding of the informaiion that they were

T T T g e

reading, for they did not have the necescary bachground frame of

peference. Uhcy tended to take euch mescage lxturally, and becausc

1
: iof this unfamiliarity wilh the" traffic in general, 1t ‘quite easy

‘to concc1ve that they would mldrbud date and time on any partlcular

massage.,

! .
' Nortih Vieinam did not '"loze" wwo boats us.ihe mesSage ciates, V//

Phic was not known defiately 2t the time, but sheortly thereafter :
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it was confirmed, We obtalncd comp)cbo 7notopz phJc cvzdencc W1th1n

days of the retaliatory strike, whlch ponlthﬂly accounied for every

boat 1u the North Vlctnamcuc Naval, 1nvcntcry.

What did 1nte111gcncc from ihose meSSdgCG really mean? Piece by

picce, it was subjecct to pgrosa errors in 1ntcrprctatlon. Taken together,

the competent analyst could use 1t with his many ether sources to arrive.
—~uat-coerrect picture, but still many aspects would never be ont1rély

explained. Intelligence from this pource has heen received, both

boforo und:éince, that indicates extensive combat actiens have

taken plaoc,'yct it can be proved that no such actioﬁs actuuily.

eccured, This ceuld represent comwunicatiens exercise, trué, but

normally there aro other indicators that enable ithe technical _ b///'
) énalyéts te differentiate b&tween exercise and aotual traffic. '

’

Additionélly,iin this particular insiance, with all the activity

underway, it would have been a most unlikely time for North

-
- L LR

Vietnam te be holding exercises. Another possibility would be that

' North Vietnam could have been cenfuaud to the sume extent as
Maddox, and actually-bellcved_thcmsclvcs under attack, when they
were not. There are a numbsr of other possibilities, but ultimatoly

it is likely that we will never know what the cause of ihese mystcrlous

>
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sctlvxt1es reully Wasg, |

There is a multitude of proof that North Vietnam was not 2

*

pariicipant in an at*acklon the two dcstroycrs on the foeurth of
Auguct. In the f1n¢1 anzlysis, the Pls wero the only units capable ' :
know that at the :

iﬁme, there were eleven PI's at Van Hoa, and one disabled boat on
more than eloven, \

og the atiack as reported by the des troycrs. “Q

the southern coant. Maddox d1d, in fact, report

but ihat would have been impossible given the spccd range aloo
. . : ’ K
= reporied by Maddex. Now if all eleven FPIs were deployed, ihat.would o :

have been wn unprescidented event. It is unlikely that all the boats




The ending ("attack") noted in earlier proposed redaction

can't be found on this page.

have 1ndced been a truly amazing feat for this small Nuvy, regardless

i

 Swatows must alse be considerod, There was no one first hand seurce

UL W ¢
could have been operalionxal at any ene given time, 1f thoy were,

then a movem:ﬁt of thiwm magnitudcvwould have meat certninly been .
reflected by the very roliablé NHoriit Vieinamege tfacking neiwork, V/.
It wao net. It chould be noted that Lhis wauld be no brief sortee.

If the Pl's doployed fram Vin Hoa {o 1ihe rceng of the dcstréycr,.
engaged them for seme thrce'ﬁourc, and fhon'returnqd to their home
por{, this would have {akcn them at leant seven. hoﬁrs. This would -

if they huad inflicted any casualties on the enemy or neot, Con31der1ng
the North Vietnamess leaderchip, it would have ccrt¢1nly havc been

& feat that they would have taken pride in beasting about. Théy'mado

no such boani, in fact they denied being at sea at-all. A-mﬁltitudo

of reliable and proven infclligence aourccs'wcre évailable‘concerning

the North Vietnamese FPls, lhey 21l indicate that the PTlg dcfrqtely

wero net part1clpants in any svent on the fourth of August.

For the sake of conpietcnesq, passible invelvement by the

“that could give testimony hcrc, but all the 1nformah10n available

proves their innocence cenclusively, The first thought has te be _
that'it_would jucst Dbe illogicalrtO'place Swatows in a confrontatien
with-desfroycrs. They céuld not be expected to cause any reasonable
damaga, yet they would be particularly vulnerable to the destroyer 8
flrcpowcr, oppecially at nlgbt The ncvt hurdle in con,lderlng the
Swatows would be that haddox_weuld have had to make grossc speed
errors to have the Swatows qualify as the object.thcy-wcrc tracking.
This was nnt‘recognized at the time, of course, becausé the official
%?telligcncc estimale had misrepresented ithe Swatow speed as mach
h§igher than actual. I{ is trUc ithat speed errors are comnen in
iracking a target by radar, but not in thc magnitude that would

have been rcqulrca here,
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~ The torpedo reparts by haddox huve b=ren tetlully diveredited,

50 they need not be donsidcrcd here, The facl that ne terpsdoes vere

_ detected mcrely epeas lhe cons sideration ‘of Snutows ag opposnd te
- PT'sy but there were other conqldcr1t1onu. The feat of asscmbllng
at leust cleven boats or more i the cuse of Swatows ueuld be
considerably hardor te -accomplish here than in the cuuc.of Ple,

" The Swatows weuld have to be acsembled from wvidely séparatcd pofts.
‘the transit timc'for thcse'dlouerlunits vould be from thxeé to
four hours from port to the battla arca; three hours in thQirea'
and ihree to four hours to ro:urn. This meant a totul undervay time
of 1rom nine to eloven houra. lhe previous dipous 51ons relative to
the PPs are pertainent hgre. This feui was not reported by tihe
North Victnamese tracking systeﬁ. This would be all the more remark-
able in the Swatow caﬁc,.sihcd not only waa the time longer, but
since ihe~bowts would be assembling from . widely.:gpanated poris,
more stations would be involved tracklnb them 2nd it is just in-

_ conceivable thai there shoulﬁbe no 1eflectlon of the activity. Agaln,
as beforo_1f they had ever achieved such a feat, they would have ,

~been certain to boast of it. The Swatows we know, were all back at
their bases come'morning when the retaliation raids occured. |
‘Conéidering their rouiine MNaval performance, tﬁis_would have been

near impossidble if'they had been at sea for ihe entire nighi before,

The "battle" of 4 ﬁugubt took place some 31xty mlles of f ihe
coaut of North Vietnem. This very fact would have struck terror

" into the hearis of the Norih Vietnamese sailors. They never 1nteuded

to go that far to sea., They definately had no pert in the cvents of
.the fourth, but they were io be blamed for them. They were yet to
a preciate what tho consequences of thisl"phantom" battile would ' o

" mean to North Vieinam, ‘ _ :




XIIX
JUSTALIATYON

_Newn of tho sccond "attack?,qgught U;SZ‘authorities with ag
much surprise as ihe firsf,ylt is imporiani to.considef that;'when
analyaing the'actiqn 6f ihese authoritics, they sincerely believed |
that thexa’had been an éctual.attack.~They were not privileged to
~ have all thepnformation that is known about it'today. Tiue, there
were indicators. that should have and did raise some suspicions,; but

these decigion makers were under time COhstrainté, which'woﬁld not
allow fhem fhe time for a lciéuuiy‘cValuation. They had to act'on
the basis of the information at hand, '

. They were more prepared in many ways for thié second attack.
 The plans gad-ali been reviewed, A1l the retaliation optlions had.
“been discussgd..ﬁach office had more or less a feel for what
_' would ultimately be considered as an acceptible course of action,.
~ The public opinion poles werein, and thcy'showed‘that the public
~vwas overwhelmingly behind an approprinte repponse to avenge the |

insult of an attack. Time had run ouf to make an appropriate
response to the first atiack. An untimely retaliation would not
be an effective one, Thig second incident extended the clock. A
retaliation could again be considered timely,,and all the more
ﬂapprbpriate after'thé insult of another'attack. This Was guaranteed
1o win ovér those of the public that may still have been on the
cdge of endors1ng reta11at10n. It now appcarod that Horih Vietnam
)me on a conscientious procram of attacking our stha in
glntfrnutlonal waters, and that they were not content with one
*br1cf show of force, Hbove all, this was polltlca]ly the greaie 1
prescnt that couldghave been handed to the Pre31dcnt. Re could now
cffecetively ncutralize Scnator Golduatcr, b} taking retwl;at1on

action here. Hc uould ghow the public who were in :upport of such
-ntrong and rcgolute on the intcrnational

-a move, ihat he could be 'es

i
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_ scene as he was known 1o be in domostic affairs.

The North Vietnamese were apparonily being more considerate
. . »

this sccond time. around. This second ction'waq by U.S. time,

| RS

uklnp place on a ueckday during. normal working hours. The first
team was in place. ﬂhey were all prepdred with plans and recommendations,

vhich they were just aboui 1o sholve because tho ilme had run oui

on the first round. Thesc men, having just complctcd a detailed study
of the plang, and having completed many sessiong with thelr own

and other agencies, were ready for action. ‘'hey were, in fact,

i B I

more rcady than the Bresident. He saw :the political advantages,
but he was not a man.for ocuick actions in areas that.were not

familiar to him. He still had some'influcncial advisors that were

urging. him to be cautious. The President accepted ihe analysis that
. the Chinese and the Soviets would not interfere, if the rcsponse wap
limited. He believeé he could dclivcr'an appropriate and limited

. responsc, He would attock North Vietnam's Haval bases, bui not all .

yof-them.

The first dbase deloted from the turpet list for the scke of
' cautlon, was Van lloa. It was considered too close to the Ch1ncse

f border. It would have been a relatively simple tauk_ior an aircraft

P -t0 unintentionally viclate Chinese air spacc, in an attack on this

northern most Naval base, o ' 1

The deletion of Van Hoa is particularly significant of course.
It wac the 6n1y base thal harbored the aciual North Vietnamese
ngéresuors.— the PPs, It was the Pls after all that had conducted

’té% attack on tho_sccond,'and at this itime, the U.5. autﬁoritics

oo -~ -

also believed that the PI's had been the culprits on the fourth. .
A guick glance at the lWorth Viotnamese laval inventory would confirm

that ihe Pls were certainly the only ships ihat presenied a threat

10 the U.S. Navy. The palrol craft could be considered nothing more

L -l-"-r‘}'-‘-‘; L R
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than a nussance value. These facls were well known at every Huval

command level,

For some stringe reason, this information wag never comprehcended
by lhe senior officials. It was not only laymen, but experiencod
Naval officers as well, that refered io cvery boat as a PT, The wide

disparity in ihe capability of a PI' versus o Suatou was nol appreciated.

 Indeed this tendancy to view all boats as Pls lasted throughout the

war. Public remarks by uo lesser a figurce than Secretury Mc Humara,
himcelf, as well as several Admirals, prove that these men never
graspcd the error thai was made in August of 1964.

The one appropriate targel was deleied from the strike list, If

- this had been clear to ithe planners of this reti:liation, then an

appropriate plan would have becn very difficult to come by. In their
frame of reference, the deleiion of Van loa wac insignificant. There
wéie.four other Naval baces thdt.still could be attacked. they cach
had four'orkmore.patrol craft as targcts,'and these were in the minds

“of the planners synonymous with the units ihat had attacked our

desiroyers.

he retaliation plan was now set. There was no more concern .
about it. The draft resolutioﬁ.td be oftered to Congress whereby
they could approve ihe Pr -sidential actiOn, had also been approprictely
changed and was rcady to subpit. They ﬁay for-actioﬁ was_c1ear, but
the President still delayed. He wae hauntecd by one guestion that
no jonc had yét been able o ancwer. Uhy was Horih Victnam_tuking’

J ;. " ’ . " - . . -
this action? ''his was not 21l that pertdinent 1o his deécision, but

iti s4ill ‘left him slightly uneasy.

plans and decipions were csnentially apgrecd upon,

e, Now when ihe

‘there started to sﬂrchc some doubts about this.sccond attlack.

' Understandably, the .doubt had to lag the rcports_thcmsclyqs. Yrther,
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those most qualifiied to posscgs ihe most serions doubtc were lovier -

levcl analynta who would have to makeftheir opinions heard all the

way up’ throubh their chzxn of nupcr:ors. hia woulvkako tine, 1h
division commander aboard Maddox had brought the situation into

the open, when he had xopoztcd Lhat e vas uncértuin aboul his darlicr'.
"reported torpedo firings. He did nol wmean té dicredit'the entire attack,

just the torpedo reports. He suggested a thorough reconnaigsance in

'daylight. This was not a practicle solution.

A daylight reconnaissance would be unlikely to-provg'anything. The ' Ay
North Vietnahese boats woﬁld have reiurnmed to port.'Thérc uould be ’ - e
a chance, but only a small one, that wrecckage would be seen adrift. :
fhat would be the onlJ form of proof, if any. Horcovar, ithe delay

would again make any intended actions untimely. If search repults

were awaited, then the necesuary dec1 sion' mcking méetings held, an

entlre day would he‘lost.

1 ‘ Haddox was questioned extensively and independantly from all
j E command levels, The division comnaander never backed down from his

fcontentlon, that he had been attacked, le admitted only that ihe

torpedo reporic were suspcct, Indeed, it would have hcen n}most
-impossible'for him to admit 1hai after five hours of repofting,

all. hin reporis were vrong. this officer had just made ihe rank of

Captain four months previously. His n>rmal sphere of superiors

was a small and rrlatlvely )unior one, llov, he was the center of
interest for the entire U.5. bovcxncnt, and he wac comﬂunlcatlng o .
d*ructly with sgenior Admirslg, the Joint Chiefs of utaff,_and the .
§;cretary of Defense himuelf. Could he report - niltiis A}WﬂCK |
RESVALUATSD AS Mlbﬂnhb. 1O hUHxH V1STHARLGS INVOLVSD. KRULVESY

YOU CANCEL ALL MY himy thr FOR YHi LAST K1V #O0UKRS. Such an
= acknowlcdgement would havc beon most nn]ikoly. H2 had stirred
ithe pot, now he would have to live with it. In.factr al this point,

a very tlrod and nervous divisinon communder; still hOnc.t]y bcllevcd




They were really in no position to pacs

“ . PR 'S;ch bch 

that celements of hin reports were irue, and ihat he had i

attiacked, -

The shore stations had pressure of this nature too. They had

accopted the destroyer's reports and recomnended retaliation. They

did not want to unconditionally admit that it was «ll a mistake,

puch & harsh judgcment and

overrule the man af gea. They did pot have all the information that

the division commander had, but only hisg reporis.
Ho Haval officer wanted to belicve that another

could fight a'batﬁlc with phantoms for

Their view was

thurefore different.,
officer, commanding at sea,
such a duration, without fécognizing his
very lengzkh of the battle mode it suspicious, Considering the lortih

mistake. Ironically, the

Vietnamese Naval threat and the ‘small size of their boatls, it

strdphcd the imagination that thcy could have kept the de troyers

under ‘attack for a full thrcc hourp.'

.as improbable., There were also various aspects of the "black box"

information that could be - perceived differently ashore than afloat.

In summation, it all pointed to éomething amisa in the entire episode,
but there vias certéinly nothing concrete to either confirm or deny. it.
The Admirazls were gcttxng upset. They had not reached their ranks by

equivocation. Try as they mlght, houever, they could not et a firm

ponse {rom Maddox, They received back only qualifiers - "highly
torpedo firings suspect."

probcble; officer's of good reliwbility; or
still

The only firm statement they could get was that the commander

bclicved ithat he was atitacked.

Maddox could not appreciate

"'“l“‘.«l_;‘h

A Tirm decigsion had Lo be madc

all that this implied, The vuarious cowmmands uere being presscd for

) o -
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The shore ptaffs could immedioicly recognize the torpedo reports
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information and recomacndations. The Preuident was noxned fof uction;
e wos advised of sope of the discrépancies, but he wan assured that

the basic fact thai there had been an atiack was true. Time was now

hecoming ceitical. The authorities took their stand. It was just

inconceivable thqt-ufter all lthis build up; ithat Maddox had not becn
attacked at all. Porhupu_thoy uerdnot attabkcd in the nunbers repoéted,

perhaps the -torpedo fcports'bciﬁg‘close by were erroncous, but ceriainly

Horth Vietinam had been out there to harass her in some form or another.

This was certainly what ‘lhey wunted to believe,

The Prenldcnt was satlsf1od but he was not complctcly rez :dy to .

act, He vanted to confur with oendtor Goldwater. Politics scemed 1o

still be more 1mpq:tant-than the basic issue, lle had difficulty

contacting théienator, who was on his yacht., ﬂventually,_coldwaier

- came aphore and communication was established. The President got

ihic one more important vote, and the planes were in the air even

as the President wap announcing the reialiation on nstional telcvision,\aw

‘Just at the end of primec time on the eastern seabsard.

Sixty four planes were io take part in the retaliation raids

.against the patrol craft baués. Two aircraft were lost, One pilot
was killed and one was captured. North Vietnam lost a few fual

storage tanks; iwo Swatows werc sunk and scveral others were slightly
damaged, One of ‘the Swatows that had been sunk, was

raised'on1y to-be sunk again a }little more than a year later. This

sdbnéqucntly

second sinkiﬁg was Lo be its last, as it wap under low by another
ngtow ihat wasftakinp it norih {or rcpairs. It was sunk ihic time
1q deep water. It is difficult to. say who got the better of it in

these reprleal strikes. The damage to North Vieinam was entlrely

1n51gn1flcant, compared to thclr exposure. The United btatco lost
Jﬁ'two plancs, one pilot and onc pilot thal would npond nmno and & half

yoars in caplivity.. Thxs could probably be des cr1bed a~ a stand off.

It is 1ntﬂrcst1ng here to notc, that for the firct t:mc, ve actually had

ivo North Vietnamepe boals lost and Luo U.s. planes shot down. The exact

damage rcported in the North Vlctndmcnc mcsuupc thatl wag claiwmed by
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Hot LUIPP1QInblj, the United States claimed victory. Thoe damage

rapoxt» that we publirs hed were (rua1ly in oxceas of ihe actuual fact
We lioted tho dumage as occuring Lo the North Vietnamecge Fls, atill
chosing to ignore tho great distinction botwcen the two typews of boat.

The public could not have apvrCCIdtcd punboat, but a PP was a chip

type known to all. The damage reportsnwerc published on the banis

of pilol reports at the timg_or_ihé sirikes, I1!'would have boen nice
~to concludé ihat we had a momcnt5fy lapse after the tcn'yéars that
——~had~transpired since the Korean war, and that we had Juat for;dtten'to be |
skeptical of thcoe raw damagse claiﬁs. Such was not ihe case, Ve '
were destinad'to repeat thesc‘errorsjaa the var uent.on,'eﬁeﬁ in.
this day of'photoghraphic préof. He showed: an unexpluinable willingness
to ignore boih the facis and ihe past, and commenced to chart an
unsuccessful strategy for bombing North Vieinam. & utrategy proven

1nva11d in iwo wars vzth1n the 11fe time oj “the men that vere

presently plannlng thin one.,

f ' In this area, one man or onc document can-be deadly, not only . .
j | in the present ‘but in the future, In a governmcnt as large as ours, ;
; there are many places that the blame could be placed. Technlcallg, ;'
; it would seem to be a. 51mp1e matter not to decc1ve ourselvcs, but i_
{ such is not the case, Thore must have been hundrcdn of arcas shere thlb Eé
i could happen., I know of many, but I vill cite just one to illustrate : f‘
j ~the difficulty in stopping it and what it can lcad to. ' | - : {5
f - The Depariment of Defense Operations Evaluation Group was a ;3
f product of Mp. Mo Namara's management scheme. It consisted of )
| apadamicians who would study the effectivencss of the military fﬁ
t -gt various levels. One su¢h employeé, asgigned to the Pag;f1c Fleet {f
headquarters preparcd a paper on how much awmmunition was required i
to.sink a North Vietnumese PT boat, A paper was reguired from all &?
Sy ber

ng

- ’ .
such employees during their tour of clightly over a _year at a
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command outside the hdsthn1on aroa, Thc topic was seclected by thp
-cmploycc, and it juct uud to be comploted Vefore he returned to

anhxngton. This partieular young cmployoe, as was lypical from .

e o
oA v
- -7‘5“;«'

hlB academic environmont, procruutxnatcd unt:l the laist minute to

compile his research. His sub*cct was a commcndable, but 1nappropriaxe

one. Mot one North Victnamese P had béen sunk at the time he authored

this paper., Ue was appropria{cly‘cleared, 150 that he could ‘have

verified this fact with an.intelligence anclyst in ten neCOnda 1f

he had chosen to ask. He did not, Perhaps, he even knmw the truth,

but at this late stage it may have becn ico late to'change his
subject to a worthwhile_qne,-and compile ecnough data to support it.

The report, as writlem, was very impressive in appearance. Data

from- pilot reports and afier action ammanition expenditures, was
placed on dato processing ecuipment. YThe resultant compilation thowed

i precisely how much ordnand& vas expended by ilype and gize, versus

" the diamage inflicted. The damage of course, was the rub. lhis was
" darly in the war. At the time, pilots were'forbiddqn'to fire on _ ;

any boat unless it was confirmed to be one from the North Vietnamege

S

"eivilian”

5
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| Navy. In the mean time, junks, sampane and all variety of
Planes had becn lost to rifle fire

boats were {iring on the planes.
from thege boats. Understandably this provoked the pilots, when

they ﬁere fired uéon or saw their buddies fired upon, they naturaily

wanted to retaliate. they fired back, and in their after action
PP, fiven the pilots missed the

report, the target was invariably a

distinotion between Swatows and PI's. The PI wap a known commodity,

Pe, In fact,

if they did,

'ujuzanything that floated wap liable to be labled ae a

the PIs scldom left the comfort of ‘their home base, and

yOu could be sure that the move would be at night, This practice

“vas well known to thc debrleflnp ofilceru, and .all the uhore,

w officisls that received theae PY reporis. In schore, il was condoncd
shot at, and’ o

bacauss it was knowun that tho pilota vere belng
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iherefore doscrvcd a bran from the dicgtl.ites of thn aorae comfoxtablo

bureaucrates in Washingtion, -1ght or’ unmns, il waam ﬁ)'n ‘wpoaladisn what

this wub the way the game was being played.

The regultant study obviously wac worthlesa. The author mnﬁt have

sensed thiq,'for he never distributed it within the Fleet Headquariers,

“wheré it would have been immediately proven false, It was brought to
_the atiention of ihe Fieet staff a year later, because a Washington

———— e oo

Navy intelligence command had just received it sadilkad writicn that
it was an excollent study, the kind that they would ‘like 16 receive
in the future. This fortunately provided ah opportun1ty to udvise
all the recipients.that ihe study was completely \11hout mer;t, and that

=&

i

they should destroy all their copies. This is-wishful thinking, It ip . '

. ; : . [
mueh gasior o start something than to stop it. Chances are tihat there L
are several copies of the study still in existence, and that at some '

time in the future, they wili be uncovered and congidered as the -

bible for P warfare. This cohld'obviously be cisacterous, if future '; '
i ‘planners vere to rely on totally falove "facts.” This; it mct be :
f - rememberéd'was the work of ‘one man. There were undoubiedly many other _
f similar instances throughout this long war, thal may be lurking in f
| ‘the shadows to trap us in the fuiure, if we are not extremoly careful. -EE
: : . | o ;4
In the retal;atory sirikes: of five Aygust, there vasn 1vdaed, one I-
=

PT involved., This was an accident for both sides. The boat was- our

‘lone ptraggler, still bcached on the southern coastlane. They were

Rl ST IR oY

? aurprised byfthe waves of atiacking aircraft, just as much as the
otper Nortih chtnamoco sailorss at the patrol craft bases. They were
. rgl1evcd to sec ihat most of the planec were pas ying them, dbut
suddenly, and just an ru1ck as it tukes to tell, they were straffed -
by a-lone aircraft that was apparcnily just retiurning -from &.run
~= further north, The PI' was not hit, but this was -ceriainly suf{icient

motivation for them to take nbme pquitive action. Tﬁzy'had been out

—
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of touch with the owtside world, since they had arr:ived here on the- o
second., They did not know if there éodﬁlry wian in a general war, or |

not: They floated the boat on the next high tide, and hcaded north - .

o

%

on their one working engine. They rut in to the first patrol craft ¥ bt
. . b

base up the line, The personnel at the VLage were quite surprised . =

to see a_PT, but repairs were started immcdiately, in spite of the
damage to the repair base itself, It was, alfter all, a simple matter
_for ihe more experienced shore gide personnel, and the PT vas able

to continue its journey almost immcdiately.

It vas indeed a joyoué occasion, vhen the Yboat pulled into Van Hoa,

At last all the boaiO‘were.rcuhited, and after all, uo'sorious damage had

been done to any of them. They were just now getiing the rumors of

the U.5. air strikcs on the pétfol eraft basces. Thie returning PY

could give them some first hand information. None of them really
Jmew what had caused the sirikes. Yhey theorized that it was a result
{ of iheir atiack on the second, They did not know of an attack or &
‘claimed attack on the fourtih, and they were wondering why they had
not been attacked bf the U.S. plancs at Van Hoe. The potential

complications that the U.S. might violate China in this event, were

far beyond the understunding of ihece men, They vere happy here

tonight. The worst séemed to be'over, and they, as PTs;.were not

likely to become involved again any time soon. Thai is how they |
felt, at any rate. Indeed it was true. It would ﬁof be for almosti .
Tw e  years that the services of the FTg would again bo reccouestied '
for hostile éction. Then, as luék vould have it, it would be the

.sﬁée division, the same 1hrce'boqtp, end wiih one or iu:0 expep@iogs,;

ﬂtge same men, that would again be sent against a U.3. destroyer,

x




preface {10 the real significance of these cvents

CXIV
RESOLULION

The shooting was over, but the combat phase was just the
s ~ the U.S.

Congressional Hesolution. President Johnson wau a product of

Congress, In these days, juot before he was to rus for ¢lection

as President for ihe first time, he was acutely auore of. the

necesaity for bongressionql suppoft. le had been. consulting with

hig former collayues, selected ones at icast, fight from the

-start of the first attack, He wanted their support, ile Was_mOLt

encouraged that'they had atsured hini completie bipariisan support

to avenge thegse affronis to #dmerican dignity.
- o

On- the flfth of Augus st, the earliecpt poscible moment after

the bomblng, the resolution thai had been druftcd'by iheiﬂdministrqtion

was oubmitted to the Armed Yorces and Foreirn Relations Committees -

“for a joint hearing on a prlorlty basis, The coubined commitiee heard

from the Secretsries of btate and Vefense the following day. Their

testimony and examination was brlef, if not perfunctory. There was

ovefwhelmihg support for a cuick approval of the resolution, It

wap perceived by those conczrned, thatl ihis Conpre331ona1 acltion

was being undertaken to show the world that the United States was

eady té ununimousl§ back the Precidential action that had alreadyl
becnitaken. It wac not intendcd'that this be a license for future
'inVolvement in Vietnam, but rather only a warﬁing to all) nations

that should they bve foolish enough to iry a cimilar act, the United
'bfates wonld endorse immediate retnliation as in-this case. Senator
Morso was the only discenter in the voting. He wanted furtiher hearings,

but he knew that his col]eagueu and the American public would not

stand for such a delay. li¢ did not press the issue. ..
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on'ﬂu"nsi 7, Senalor Nclﬁon, althiough upprcciatjnpfzgc nilional

mood for uwlit action, also sought lo hcd{c the resolution by add1ng
an amendmont requiring Congres lendl dpprOle before ground trOOpd
cpuld be ‘introduced into South Vieinam. He eventually vag pcrnuadcd T N
1o withdraw his amendment 1n_thc inierast of time, The resolution,
the argucment wen%, vas set and had met the approval bf viztually
all who necded 1o approve it, It could be passed as it was with .
only a brief floor debate, The Prc 1dcnt at thls time was in no
p051t10n to abuse the intenl of Congress und ezpund tho operations

~in Vietnam. The election was pending, and hc wonld be, as aluays,
politically. cautious. Few Congrescmen were looking to Lhc future and’
beyond the present aspects of the situation.: logt mcmbers believed

therefore, that no qualification was necessary.

“Phe Gulf of Tonkin Resolution pasced 88 1o 2 in the Senate, The
ien absent Senators indicating théir‘épproval. Senators Morse and.
Grucning were the two disenters. The House votc was unanimous 416

4

‘to 0, The President was backed on hlﬂ retaliation actlion, and although

Congress had not intended it, he had been given authorlty io do

viriually anything he dcpircd to stop aggression in Vietnam,

r-

AL

It is dlfflcult Yo recreate the public mood in 1964, after all

i B
. PR

‘that has transpired since, concerning our 1nvolvement in Vietnam,

In those days we werc:unbeatable; We were propared to stand tough

N L

in any situation originating from an external threat. The Kennedy T g
gpirit was gtill with ihe publxc, and many 1n ihe Adm1nlstrat10n '
were still Kcnnedj men, The public did nol know a thing about

4V1etnam. ‘They knew, or rither believed, that the Uesle Navy had

ﬁr .‘

been attacked on two ueparutc and nucces pive occasions., Thig wag

oy

ample reason, thcy feli, to suppport and even demand a firm U.S.

responso.,

g




If ihe public were noive on this issue, what about Congrosn?
For the most part, Congress could be put in the same clasc. There
were ccriain members of course, whose job it was to know such things
as the goings on in Vioinam, and LO'ddvise th;ir follow mecumbers,
These men possessed roughly the same fucts au did the Administration.
Their knowledge was, in fact, given them by the Adninistration., This
made them in a way, br1v11edged 1n51ders, and ag éuch they tonded to

back the Administration's views,

In reality at this time, no -one had any particulariy Meaﬁingful

inside informaiion on the attack itgelf. There can really be no criticism

of tha retaliatibn or the Congressional approval of the rctéliation_
from the faété known to the decision makers at the time, in gpite of
the general unstable politics in South Vietnam'and the ever growing
U.5., atiempts to assist them, There was'ndtﬁing particularly doviouﬁ
in this V.5, strike on the North, An_att;ck on our ships had completely
changsd the picture. This was willful aggression by Horth Vietnam
',againut an entirely U.S. target. They must have realized that they

would be subJect to reprocussions from such an incident.

angress and the pﬁblic viewed the legolution as an approval of
the retaliation action. They. had not thougl:t beyoad that, The public
can not be blamed for ;paivitee {pr that, but perhaps Congrcs. can,
They were qoon to'bacome’v1ct1m1ued by thc Adminisiration who would
use thié Résoiution aa'justificaiion for increasing our involvement
in Vletnam. oenators Morec and Grucnlnb vere not clarvoyant on this

1s$ue, however. They were Juut fOllOWlng their oun hictoric pattern

o@;vntlng agalnst outsldc 1nvo]vemen15.._

Passing ény mwotion through Con;reos can be very difficult. If

it wero to be gualified by cvery man's views, it would takc months
 every B “ 4

-of dcbate and reams of paper to produce. 1he Hegolution in question

vau_uhori, broad and general. It was desirable thai it be passed

-
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qrickly and unan1mouu]y or noaxly bO, zo thal the world won]d propexlj
perceive that we were solidly behind the President and against this

inuult. Congrc ;8 rushed to pasu the: Hquolution and irusted the President.

That trust, we now know, wan mlqplaced True, Congrenﬁ was etill

not climinated from decision making. Year after year, they‘votod fundg to

S 0 AR

support Vietnam prOgramn renuebted by the Adminis stration, But they

- had been trapped by a President more ckillful than they. If thoy had - ;

denied these funds after the nation had commiited its men- 1o battle,
they would have been severely taken to task for letting them dohn,'

and even for causing a loge of life. True again, if ihey had denied

the funds, the Hesolution would have had no effect, but the Prepident
knew he haﬂ the upper hend and so he made the commitments, leaving

| Congrese no choice but to follow. The Regolution now viewed in this

~ context was a monumential occurance, Much of the tragadyy we collectively

”
»

refer to ap Vietnam, éan'bé dated from this Resolutiop.

Blame, then, if 1t must be placed, vwould be in this misplaced .
trust by Gongress. It ip an unfortunate state of affairs that the
Natlon s President could not be trusted. Congress can not really
be held reosponsible for this. If the President had honored the spirit,
as well as the léttcr-of_the law, we may not have developed the chasn

between the Bxecutive and legislative branches that exists today. The

MR K v o0l tatidesana. B

Watergate affair greatly widened this breach, and made Congress all

the more susbicious, but the basic break unquestionably occured over

= .

Vietnam. Congress today has relegated much of their historic perogative
over our manj presBing domestic issuos, to the ‘back burner, while they
are;del?ing into intcrnational'ﬁoncdrns en an uhprecidenved scale,
?hqé aré passing legicglation eeverdy restricting the oplions available
to?ﬁhe'mxécutive branch. Ve are in grcat danger of substiiuting too

nany éontroia for perhaps too few. In the fast pace of international

affairos, and the necessary person 1o person d:plomicy bcthocn hcads

-
of state, making decisiong contlngcnt upon the approval of a body

: . . .
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comprisced of some 5ix hundred individuu]u, all witlh varying degrees

" of intercst and knowledge, is not n worhablc solution. Furthermoro,

like it or not, much 1ntornat1ona1 ‘negoliatiions depend heavily on
secrot 1nformut10n. Other natlons, bath friend and foe, -‘would
undoubtedly refuse to deal with ws if ithey kvew thai thelr d1~cusszons
wquld ;mmgnently fall in the publio domain. History has proven that
the nation with the best intcilifenéo has boen {hc uinner.-No hatibn

could function in this arena, if the product of their labor were

%0 be exposed to all six hundred-or 50 members of a body such as our

-"

d-ésngress. not to mention all their multitude of staff members as well, =

»

It ig evident, more'each day, that we are cripplihg ourselves .

by these new'leginlutive restrains, This is the legacy of the Gulf

of Tonkin Hesolution, liithout it, the war in- Vietnam would not lave .

taken tha form, as we Lnow it today. ooncthlng may Luave coms up laie

{10 have taken .its place as an ‘authority for the war; but that can only-_

be oonaeoture. What happened, happenad. The Resolution was seized by
the Prewident to.establish the course of the war. It has sipce becn

.repealed. but the repeai is only a siib of paper. The Regolution lives

on, not only a8 a memory of ‘a war now hopelessly lost, but as an example
- of the abuse of Preeldcnt1al power, an event. that Congrcss is determlncd

shall never hapven agaxn._only time will tell the ultlmate_conueqqencgn

that were begun on this fateful day in August 1964,
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SOUNCES

1t io not my intention herein to diveuss the .nwncrous cources'of
“intelligence informatiion thail were available to me, There are many
curreni books that discuss U.S. intélligcﬁcc 6pcrations. The cohclﬁcionn
vary considcrably. That is to be as expected, since their aulhors range
from honorably retired officers to disgruntled former cmployces,
Conclucsions aside, howevcr, ihe books are‘esscntially accuratc'in
their descriptions of intelligcnce'methods_and.proccdureé. 1t would be
redundant to go into them_aguin'hére.'ﬁuffice it to say ihat no

pertainent source vas denied to me.

_ These routihe iutelligcﬁce'sourccs provided'information 6n'thc'
daiiy_movcments‘of,thc North Vietnamese Navy, their training exerciees, ;///
th? ;eudiness of their fércec, and 1o sowme exlent, Lhe inleliigence iheat

they possébsed on our forces. This information vas incredidly complete,

It was certdinly adequate for day to day asscasment. There were two

o

_oignificant uhoftcomminga. The informalion was not always timely. Th}s'g~°w”~“w
ﬁeant that there was seldom an oppporiunity to warn a ship that 8n . oie—"
atiack was undervay, There was no way to correct this_deficiCncy,
given the short distances invdved in the Gulf. ﬁnothqr area that could
seldom be ansuered by conventional intelligence sources was the reason-
ing of the North Vietnamese leaders, Again, in the norinal course of
evento, information in this category is usually not available. In rqgardl _;
to ihe altack of 2 Auguct, weé were luckier than could have been expecied.. b//
We had ample warning . If thcge vag any fault, it wap on our end for -
: ndt uning thig time to maiimum advantage. On ihe seccond issuc,'it would
E?-scvcral years before we wvould learn the true motives of the

" Vietnamese lecaders, but then in a most unique circumstance, we would

learn this and a great deal more,
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On 1 July 1966, Horth Vielnamese M Divinion 3 was anaiﬁ pit on

the opot, They uere, for ihe seccond ‘time, acssigned to conduct an attack

could have heen.capturéd had the destroyer not been concerned that >

k4

on a U.S. destroyer, and this one wag actual]y scheduled as a daylight
run, The attack was the result of another hn,ty dcc:sion by the North
Vietndanese leaders, Two ddys prcviously, U, azrcraft had attackcd '
fuel storage areas in Hanoi, the very home of these leaders, The wdr
vas suddenly real. The leaders dcmandcd a respons s¢ 10 this affront.
Again, they obviously considered tihe Navy_us the most likely to effect
a rapid attack on a U.s. asset, but also thqfobviohsly cénsidercd it

the most expendible.of their military resources.

The Pls never got within range of their target, the U. S.u._Coont
They were sunk by aircraft. lhey were not hit directly. Their paper thin
aluminium hulle, after five years of tropical corrosion and corrcctive -
méinfainenqc, casily partéd from near misﬁcs by the'aircrgft bombs.

The bqéts sunk slowly. Iﬁ‘fact, the last one sank alonside Coontz,

jusi before they could put enough lines on it. One or even two Pl's

thcy might be boobie trappcd. As it wag, nineteenIHorth Vietnamese s

Pl ereumen were captured; This was the complelo crews of two boats.
The third boat had not escaped. It was sunk, but had been able to
make its way further inchore, s0 that its creumen vere rescued by

Horth Vietnamese civilian boatmen,

This was a precident scttihg.éyent. ‘"hese prisoners were taken
in international waters, as a resuli of an aciion beiwoen U.Se and
North Vietnamese forces. This put them in a category altogether
d;ffercnt than ground pr1,0ncro captured in oouth Vlctnam. On land,
;%reementa butwecn South Visetnam and the Unltcd States, ascured that
South Vietnam had a final claim to all prisoners. In this case, the
pfiSOndrufgfcluuivcly in US. jurindiction,runloss_wc'chosc to

decidc,othcrﬁise. He wanfcd to maintain our jurisdictdion, for we

LT InIN T
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saw an opporiunity 10 wichﬂnae theoe pricvoncers for U-5¢”£ﬁrmcn held
by Hanoi. Yhis wag in the era, vhen they wero making ioken veleases
of capiured U personnel., It was hoped that if we repatriated their
Pt gailovs, that they would reciprocate with an egual releace of our
meng or at the least, that they would continue thcif token releanes

which were usually proups of ihrce prisoners. In this respect, we

‘were to-be disappointed. North Vietinam was not aniious for the return

TR pap—

of iheir men. ln fact, they houstilely resisied our overtures made

throngh neutrzl sources for the return of their Bealnen .

- @#e had no way of anticipating this North Vietnamésc reaction

at the utart; 50 Ve kcpt-the P prisoners entirely wiihin U.S.

~custody to be sure that we would not jeprodize our jurisdictional’”

claim, Another unigue aspect in this situation was ihat the Navy
was the'sole agency in-charge. Veparimeni of lefense directives

had assigned the Army to be the primary agency respoasidle for

_prisoner handling and intemoration. This was logieal on the grounds

that they would be'monﬂ likely 1o obtain the majoriiy of priscners

'in any exjcnded combat situation. The directive was not an absolute

right, but as is usual, it}gave the other services an opbortunity

to participate, under the overall Army direétion. The Air Force
aciiﬁcly irained o participdto with the aArmy, since it was practicle
1o assume tﬁdt-thctc vould be a number of esnemy airmen that would
'féll into U.5. hands in 2 conventieonal war situation. The Navj's
pariicipation was only Llhrough the barine Corps. The barine
situation was obviouély compzrable 1o the Aymy's, and the Navy

in itself was obviouuly much different, if one ignorcs for the

- mgmenf‘its air arm, “hen lhe lidvy clected to remain -out of this

é?rmal interrogation system, it did not abandon all itso rights.

-

fhere was a provision that the service ithat actually iruired
ihe prisoners, could interrogate ithem to oblain "timely" tactical
information, Yhis was ihe clauze that was invoked in thinm case. -

"hey vantied this opportunity for considerable information of .
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puriicular value 10 the Havy was expecled to Lo availuble. Thic

was the type of information ihat would not bs familiar to the’

otiher services, and as such could pfobuﬁly only bs gained in ito

entirety by an oxperienced Havy ieam, The Havy had no such team

fcady tb'po, dnd-pnrticular]y, they7 had no'iraincd interrogators.,

Thoy required assistance in ‘this regard from the Army and Marine

‘Mavy, which actually directed ihe cuestioning.

Corps. Thesc tuo orranlaatlonu pratloun]y roesponded by sending

iheir bes t perGOnncl. They were’ to serve under the dircciion of the

The interrogution

was undcrudy.

The first misconception ihat must be corrected in regard to
these prisoners, and-the inforhation théy.provided is that they

viere like "stool pigeons" in the U.5. domestic criminal scene,

 This“analogy was made by a U.S. Senator in the 1968 Senate comnitiee

hearings on the Gulf of Tonkin.lsuch.a'mistakc may'bc.excusablo in:
a laymen, put it shows in a BSenatlor, that he did. not: bother to'

properly research the uubgcct he was chazgcd with investiga tlng.

Hc did not have a basic understanding of the communist military

practices and procedures.

he cooperation of these North Victnamese recamen was, indeed,
the antithecis of that we would oxpéct from éimilarly incarcerated

U.S. military personnel. This is, hovever, an invalid comparison,

We traiﬁéd our men in the "Code of Conduct" for a specitic reason,

;e recognlzed in the Second dorld war, and more g0 in Korea, that

our men needed official puld ncc in the face of the threat of toriure
*gﬁ their captors. Lven the least kno‘lcgpeablc of our men, wo believed,
‘#ad a wealih of knowledge thal would be of value to the enemy. In our
‘open sociely, it is gquesiionable, cxacily how much these men would
know that wés not already available 1o the efiicient comsunisti

intelligence neiwork, but ccrtainly ihey counld render a service

ol a.

by conflrmlng the 1nf01mxt10n that thc communist nervices had dlrcddy
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obtained, host'importéﬁtly, we were ucarching for a standard of

conduct that could bc'uccéptod by all in the U.u..militury and

help aupport them in thc houtllc and uncerta1n environment of

captivity by the cnemy. hc were not pa:txculdrly worried ithati our men

vould embraise ihe communist phllpupphy and clecl to defect to ithe

communist side., ve experienced only a handful of such defections

in Korea. They wore disiurbed men, mosi of vhom subscqﬁcntiy

recuested Lo be returned to the United States, e thus hadino

program'of education specificnlly diréctcd againgt defection in

captivity, but rather, we educated dur men in the Code of.Cohdﬁct

instead,

The conmunlsts vere confronted with an unxlrcly d1fierent
dllemma. They had witnessed mass . dcfchJons or attempted defcctzons
| ‘both”in the Second dorld sar and in Korwa. fhey were worried and

- rightfully so, that their men would refude repatriation once they

f expericnced the nesiern way of life, even if that experience was
entirejy uithin a prisoner of war camp, (uite understandably, they
1n1t1atcd a tru1n1ng program exclusively devoted to icachlng their
men not to become endootrlnated with the Capitallntzc way of life,
They were not concerned that their soldierd would éivc away much
information of military value, ‘heir men uere not privey to any
information of grcat'sianiricance, or so their roasoning went. It

: uas the foot soldjer that was most Yiable to be captured, and he would

know only a limited amount of 1nformdt10n on his own unit. In any
svent, they wc1ghcd the two alternutives urd ‘determined that it wao
more important to wrtvcnt dcfcct10n> than t3 congsal infaraniion.
o |

?”?_ Our exnerience with the PT pr1~oners confirmed this analysis.

Tha enlisted wen, initially cooperative, would no longer talk
-once "political" tbpicu nad besen introduced. Their definition
- ol 1ihis taboo area wan quite broad, and difficult to- 1 golate.

1t could encompass a simple guestion huch as "what do you ihink

-
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of life in North Vietnam?"; or it might not be evidenced wntil they’

were auked a more blatant uouldn t. you con'ldcr living in the democratic

bouth, am opposed 1o your zchmc up North?" The officers vould remain
‘cooperative afiier Juch quonilonlnc, and they would sven politely

rcnpond 1o the qwentlou, but they'mude 1t plalnly obVlOus that ithey

perfcxred to changc the subject. .
\

‘this expcriencc.wnn n6t~p¢duliar to these Naval prisoncrﬁ. Our
Army'and MHarine personnel reported many eimilar cases in their more
extensive experience wmong prindnérs'takcn in South Vieinwom. They
told of cdscsfwhcre.thcir prisoners would give imporiant information,
and even lead U.5. forces back to thetr ccercted headquariers, thus
compromiéing fhcir-follow goldiers and dritical supplies, Asg wifh
thepe .PT men, ihe ground soldiers could be madc hostile insiecad of

cdoperative, just by exposing them to a few political comments. ihen

ihey r1cvealed informaiion or, as we look at it, bctfaygd their comrades,

they were not éhifting allegiance, Lven after ihepe ucte, ihey remained
dovote communisis and foes of the United States forces that they were

seemingly aiding.

'he fact that these PI prigoners provided us. so much information
is not surprising when considered in the context of this environmental
‘background. This is the standard and the only etandard that we should
judge them by. They were Viétnamese, 5o must be compared to Vietnamese,
‘and not Amcrlcans. Their cooperatlon wes not entirely uncondltlonal.
They at first tried to confuco us by giving falee namca and ranks.
They were quickly won over by cxccllent-treatmcni. e madc_a opecial
,é.fort‘to'obtain'fodd~tﬁut'was familiar to them. Thcy'wcrc.wcll fed,
!given medical 5ttention, clothing and a place to sleep, They were not

confined in 2 ‘jail, but rathcr ihey occupied officer's stateroows

*ﬂ’uboard a Ues. Havy ship, This was oslens ;ibly better nuartcru th¢n

the U.5. enlisted crew. They uere given exiras that thcv vere lotally

unaccuntomed to — ice crezm, cundy and cigarettecs, This was in slark

e — 1,“.“_14‘.__._:_“'_




Agide from these luxuries, the most imbqriant "eondition

100,

-conirast to theéir normal slyle of life, vhiclh consistled 6} rationed

{food ond Qlccping on the open deck of ihe PT exposed to the elements,
" to insure

iheir cooperation, was our aprvcmnnt that wé would not turn them over

1o the South Vietnomese, They were cxccpt1onally afraid of their

Sonthcrn cousins
“when he sags through the open curthnn, what he believed to bhe a
Vietnamese. It was some time before ihe intemogator determined the
caueo of .ithe officer's obvzously changed attitude. He had actually
obseved a Filipino pteward. Ve anneubled scveral utewards in'thcir
U.S. uniformg. They chouved the officer their identification édrd

and even Dhoto@raphs ol themscivcs with wives and cweelhecarts in

native Philippine costume. The officer eveniually acknowlcﬁgﬁd what

A

we were ﬁaying, but I am noti totally convinced that he believes it
today. He remained cooperative, but noi nearly as much as bhe had been

prior to this incident., A 81m1]ar 1ncldent occurcd during a visit

by thd‘ntcrnatlonal lHed Crocs. thy had prom1~cd not 1o include
spite of this

South ietnamege in their v131tlng delegation, but in

thoy did. When the prisoners viewed the Vietnamese representative
they became quite hostile, with much of their rath centered upon
us for a broken promisc; They bclieved that this was just a prelude

to belng turned over to ihe. South Vlctnamcse mllltary. The Hed'

Crose has no stature in MHorth Vietnam, so it was impossidble to

cxp1a1n this to the prisoners, let alone irying 1o convince them

that these peopla were just checking on iheir welfare,

he daily amsurances that they vould not be turnod over to

qﬁe bouth Vietnamese plus the. 1uxurzuuﬂ living condltlonr, kept

!hc prlnoncr content and anxiousn to coopcrutc with uns. In the

beglnnlng of the interrogation, ‘there appcared 10 Lo pome very auspice

ious information being provided, At that point, we anticipailed thin,
S ad : : . _ . _
©any immediately set out to determine itis cause, The_fqylt wag, soon

. At one point, an officer prisoner was being Jnierrogatcd
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evident, IL was nol with ihe pr130n01u, bot uith uo, Ourgsnlcvrogutorq
d1d notl. have tiho noocnsazv Haval- vocabu]ary. Consjider for a noment
,nuch_tc;mu as torpedo, anchor; vow and slern, These are only a few
words with no land qounierpaht. Once thiﬁ'deyicicncy was made apparent,
we took considerable Pains'to”dorrcot it. It vas not all that ciny
_to correct, for we had no reference books for our inlerrogators use.
Host ofﬂen we had to .resort to nsinc descriptive lansmage. to elicit
".the cobrect term from the nrluoner h1muc1f The .interrogaiorv would
ihen dnb:lcf circh other, und malke lists of these terms for futlure. use
with the oilher pridonero. Mventunally we obtalned a U.B, hax1ne thh
1the approprlate NOrth Vxetn mese Navy 11ngu15t1c ouallflcat1ona. e

vas conbldcrable hclp, evea though his arrlval wag- not until near the

end of the intial interrogation period. The PY prisoners were impressed

with our knowiedge of their operations and equipment. We dicplayed just
enough of this to inusure thcir honesty, by showving thcm that if they
vere to lie to us thgb we would 1nut“nt1y_hnow-1t. They rccoEuxzed

the interrogators as middle ﬁcn] at leasl as far as peculiarly HNaval
topics were concerned, but.thqy never iried 1o t:ke advantage of that
#ituation. In'fact,'they 100k pains to make a subject clear to the

interrogator the'first time; so that i1 seldom had to be asked again.

Thofe vere, of course; vasl differcnces betueen the knoule&gc

of the more educated officers, and the dnschooled_enlistcd prisoners,
An event that ve thought initiully 10 be laughable, bui which turned
oul to be quite serious, wigc vhen the enlistéd nrisoners beliéved that
'we ‘Were canables. ''hey had been. repeatedly taught thot we viere ruthless
adveraarzes, and ithat they should expecl any barberic act f:om us, 1f
ithey were captiured, lndced  thiy is vhy ihe luxurious trcatmcnt was to

: ulgq;ately make them o coopuratx\e, but initially they must huve
considored it ito be like fut.ening the lamdb for sleapghter, In the

confines of shlpbonrd iving, we could not separatie all ihe prisoners’

“waebefore intemogation. They would have been separated if hgld achore,

as this io tho 1nLcrroyatoxs 1daa1 Ve vers limiled to sepragating

i .
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‘ only those ihad wvire fo he 1nLc:rogatcd y Trom thou thnt had already
hoen interrogatied, In this procesn, we began 1o removs prisoners for
queulioninq,'oue-by oue..The priqoner§ remaining elected to believe
ihat we were executing .and “cating"'their céﬁradcu, one at a_iime as *

we removed them, They had no vay of knowing what was really happening

R . ho |

10 them, as we never rctupned thoéc:that e had &uoutioncd 1o the.group

‘that had not yet been questioned., He did - not W1.h to leave ihis impression

that we were cannables, of COUI»O, as that would bc no way of encouraging .
~-cooporation in our ini.rrogation, ﬂc.colved”the problem by marching a

-group of those waiting'interrogufibn, passed a room where they could’

sec that their comrades uere vell, healthy and ‘jovial, yet ve obviounaly

would not let ihem ialk to them, .

"The enlisted men, while not possessing an great gcncral knowledge,
' ¥ -

~ were the most experienced in their particular- area of respons:bil1ty.
} The Horth Vietnamene officers uven refcrc¢ us to specific crew men

! °  when we were asking for a detailed ansuer concerning a specific
The enliszted

pieco of ecuipment such as the radar or -radio consold,
men uere also- very valuable mourcen - for confirming experiences that

the division bhad in common. Guestioning ihem was an excellent check

f on the credibility of the officers, ap-vell as on each other. . _ i
- Understandably, the two most-seﬁior off'icers were.the most ;
| *  knowledgeable. The division commander hinszelf was,by‘far'thc most _ r

Lnowledécable of all. All PT officers. ‘had recently been demoted in

. a genera) reorganization of the PI proup into uhat appcnred on paper
j only, to be a larger and more formal oirpganization - the PT Flotilla.
. Thys division commandcr had, in 1964, bbcn the execulive officer or
tl? second in command of the entne P (xoup, ‘nos! knovwn as a I‘lot111a.
In that posztlon, he had been rospons1b1e for ucLerminzng the entlre
" facts and circumstances surrounding the 1964 attuck, and for aubmltt1ng'

"these 11nd1ngs to Naval Headumariers and cventu411y the hxgh command

" in Nan01. He was ihe mont iniellipent ‘of a1l the prisoners. He vas a
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wmdarin® type by birth, vho had besn able Lo esecups Lhe purges of thc
pper lasses by some adroil manuevering nd imporiant 00nnvct1onn. Ulu

ife was a medical doctor,.and a profescor oi medicine at ilie Untvcr 1ty

.f Hinoi. He said she was fluent in Rusnian aud"ﬁnglish, and he JOk aly .

-pologized for'not bringing her along. He hlld che conld huve hc]p-d to
ranslate. o "uu Tfluent in French and coth*shnt in bhlne c, but 1n11:a]ly
e’ rneu no iinlish, It vas his wife's connect:onn thnt h*Jpﬁd him, and cnahlu
1im to travel videly throughout Forth Vletnﬂm. The other P} erewnaen had not
Jeen ou181de the imaediate arex vhere thc1r boat was as:igned, cxcepl for -
their hnnua] ]enve. Durlnb that brief t"o veck period, some of them had -
oeen allowed home, Our senior prisoner was not the ordinary TfﬁVcl—r. Ho

wan excaptionally alert and 6b.erv1nt. In addition io hlb extruordindrv

‘powers of observation and ihe abilitly lo remember vhat hc had seen, he was

prlvcledged to have wany friends or assoc1ntc° i+ high povernmenial

positions., In idle conversation with thcm, he learned much of m1]1tnry

slgn1f101ncc that had no b-nr1np what so ever on his Haval posltlon..

lie had learned, for example, fron an Air Yorce offlcur about a U.&, _
dAir Force operation againsi the Thaﬂ1ﬂoa bridge. This had been.a particularly
troublesome target, that inexgdninably we'qould nsver seriously duﬁage._
This specific operation concerned zn attempt by the U.s. Air Force-to -~
arop photo—senbative mines in the river. 1hey were to floiil under the
br;dge, where the shadow of the Lri dﬂb would irigeer the ex p1051on, thus
damaging ihe bridge from below. The attempt was a failure, ﬂhat‘we-knew
for our reconnaisrcance revealed fhé bridﬁe had not suffcrcd any damago.

We knew nothing morc, however, f{or the plan» carrying ihe mines never
returned, Our prisoner now told us thal one mine hud been rccovcrcd, and
sent to Hanoi for expldtation. Hz told us an interesting clory of iheir

neﬁ:;?ation with the vussians uho wanied to tuke it back lo MOJCOW. They

evendually settled for a Jo1nt c3 plqintlon in Hanoi with the Kussians . ,

prdViding technical assistance and in turn, being able to keep the

intelligeﬁce'gléonmd from the dc&ice. He went inlo considerable detail

8% the photo-sensative tr1rccr,_wh1ch oi' course, we kney,; bul il .showed

[N
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Just how much "casual" informition Lhis man h(d iacouired and could remember
in detail, Jhldl and mch nore 1nio:mtt10n like it, was freely volunicered.

ie knew ihat he ! tnev "pcclfxc “dle mdtteru, but we sbviously had no way

of. detcrminxng thls expanded scope of Lnou]cdre. ne had 10 .rely completely-
upon hzs voluniiary recollection. hc u-re not d15dpp01ntcd. Bach tlme, in

such cases, we were able to checL, and ‘every. time fhc 1nformnt1on couldpc
verified correct. !

.d-._ﬁhzs prisoner siatied that he would like to btay with_uu for a year,

=nd ihen rcturn to liorth V;etnum. He recasoned that in that pgribd of t{ime,

he could become an expert on thc:United States. le.believed that this
knouledge would-gifc him.addéd stulus upon his return home, le was probably
correct. I italked with these men for a month. In that tine, this man had
become remarkably capablﬁ in ile English language, Prom later 1eports, I

Jmow he” continued to imnrove llngulutlcal]y, and from our earlier expériences,
I am sure tihat wlth his powers of obvervatlon, ihat he wau learning a lot
more about us. lronically, he was kcpt for just a little more than a year

and then veturned to North V1etnam, although thie had nothing to do with

his request.

ALY

The second most senior officer was a boat caplain when he wag taken

-prisoner, but in 1964, he had been the division commander of Divipion 3.

e thus had a first hand account by the most Lnoulcugnable offxcor pte ;ent

on ihe North Vietnamess side of that initial attack on the Maddox. ile ]
was almost an knowlcdgadble on general Naval matiers, au our senior prisoner,
but he did not have ihe outside expooure of non-Naval affairs. He was

in no sense the 1ntu1]ectual cauul of ihe senior man. He had {0 he proded

and emindcd of many things, partiicularly those ihat had occurcd a uhile

n&o-"-such as h1.. training in China. This was expertly done, however, so.

we were not  getting back our own answerc, lle freely provided ithe information.-

but some ithing was usually necessary to jog his memory. Eeivieen these two

'ﬁ:n, there were very few cuegstionn that. could nol be unywered about: the

‘Morth Vietnamese Navy and Lheir training in China,
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~ Eventually, ihe informatlion from thesc mon becumo Lo compley, and
peculiar to laval mattéru, thati ihe Fround or:rnfcd uU. 5. 1n1hrrorutors
could notiproperly proceed with the nue-t10n1ng, comprehend the amswer and .
immediately follow it up by another pertaznent queutlon. It was neceasary - »

1o have a naval officer to naval officer dlbcuﬂ"lon. Thiuv precented a

B Lt oy |

problem because of the'lunguagc difficulty..The senior officer uas so
willing and cooperaiive, however, and slightly frusirated Ly not being

able 1o mdke hiniself undersiood, that I electéd 1o speak wifh.him

dxrectly. The discussion ues a mixiure of Jrench and bh1nese uith the

I aid of d1ugrams, bui eventually, I was able 1o learn all that I needed

to about North Vlotnamese Haval. -tactics.

The tuo _.senior of fi'cers ntand out for their contrlbutlon of 1ufornation,
but that vas Lo be expected cons 1der1np ihe education level of the '
-rema1n1ng crew menbers. The total fund of 1nformat10n can.only be thousht
of as coming from all the men as a whole, The others were necessary . checks
to ithe information supplied, and in cert:.in 1nmtances,_they provided
i_ detailed or unique information, unknown to the two. top men, The information * -
provided was very valuable. irue, much of it was known' or suspected before,
bﬁt:our_knowledgo of it was from very sensi;ivc sources ithat prevented us
from freely digtributing ihiu'neccssary intelligence to the fleet uniis
; that needed it for iheir oun sclf-protection. liow we could provide this
i to all the VU.S5. ships, and not Just as theory, but as hard 1ntell1genee
information., There could be no quesiion as 1o its validity. Ninety percent
of it, I could confirm from personal recollection. Five percent, I could

f confirm when I returned Lo my files and checked, and five percent'there

R R el .._.........-..,'_,._,.,j_zl A e

i vas no vay of confirming, but since'a}i else had checked so completsly,
L § wgf reasonable to asoumo that this small unchecked percentapge was

lso correct.

Ty
¥

" dhig experience was truly unique, Never before had we had the opportunity

—-‘,'-\—-—l. i

igeaquire such 4 mass of voluntary information from & firci hand-source.on

a Navy uiih which ve were engraped in a "limited" war. There wag almost -
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: and m111trry service, and thewse after 411, are the rtandards uy¢1nst whlch

“they ghould be Judgcd

injuries were not -of major significance, althouc

men vere given medical atiention, and ve :mmed1ately offered to repatriate

R

aothing wé anked thal could nol be ansuered. Corlainly, ﬁ;q:irc purticuiuﬁly
fortunate to have Lhis pvoup; in thal they vere ihe very ones thut had |
been 1nvolvcd in the 1904 haddox a!falr. we uere able ilhen. o oblaxn the

ful) &tory from the Horth Vxetname side, and learn iheir motxvea_as vell,

‘>

It is purticularly important when evaluatlng the information provxdcd

by thege men, thal although Lhcy vere ¢x ccptloznllJ well treated, they

uere not being coerced inte providing 1nformat1on. They talked freely,

which we now know io be a nalional cheracilsristic. they betreyed no
confidence of their government, nor did they violate any oath to their
country, They were nover iaughi io conceal military information; It wag:

ap simple us that. Yhey acted honorably by the slandards of their 6overnment

r

wo of the prisoners had been injured when they vere captured., The
in onr ens lLiy were

ereatly aggr1Vated by the prlhoneﬂf previous state of ill healtih, Theco

“fhem.-lt vas apppoximately_two.months'before lorth Vietnam woul@ accept
their return. The réhaining'prisoners vere. finalij accepied Ly North
Vietnam a little more than a year after iheir capiure, e had bsen zeady
10 release them much earller, but again there was much reluctance on

behalf of North Vietnam 1o accept the return of their sailora.

Yhe value of the information from this interrogation, and the

efficient method of handling the prisoners under less than- ideal

circynstances was recognized nnd vraised by the highesi leveln of

povernment at the time, The U.S. Navy deserves much credit for 1h13.

started with no prior cxperlencc in &an enterprise of thim sort, yet | {

a . detailed repori that lefi V1rtudlly nothing unknown - b
i

théy compiled a
about MNorth Vietnam's Navy, they lcarned a ireat
i

. Commuhist Havy and the1r training "1ooedn1eb, ihey ledaﬁed'iactu here-to-

tleal alLioul ihe’ Chlneso




to.vwhat they would have congidercd as an

. {‘\ -._-‘ .. : | - ifrs 113,

o s
ore unuvziiable about ihp effec{s'of Uibe uir operuiidnn agoinst ithe.
orth; they learned to huve a goor feel for ilhe decision maﬁing and
hougyt prOcensca of the North Vxetnamene leaders;. and they extructcd and
uely reported a mass of 1nformat10n of a {eocruph1cal and phyc:czl nature
hat was vital to the targeting officers .planning u;r borce,and Havy bombing

rissions. The prisoners believed that the United States was conscientiously

'Lftompting to strike military targein only and trying to avpid injuring

the civilian population. They discusqed onc well known wand hell publicized

nigtake, bui they re¢copnized this for just ithat - a mintake. Thoy were

zndous to help us d1st1nguinh betwocn military and cxv;llaq targein.

Their help in this area, considering the many borderline tdrgets, vag
of immsnsze value, and could have been obtained from few other sources.

Consxderlng the predonlnunce of naval information in thl 1nterrogatxon,

it is obvious that the Navy was the only agency that oould have fully

cxp101ted thess particular priconera. ""he Department of Deiense ghould

be commended for recognizing this and trusiing their remaining questions

'umatour' téam of interrogators, .

ﬂ%uat in thls case, wasg well founded, for not only were speci’xc quect1ons
of. other agencies annwered, but the Navy team,.recogn121n$ ibe necd of
others, vrovided much thorough information to these acﬂncies without
.Haltlng for -their formal reguests. This vas a unigue and precldeut setting
.event, that proved again that the MHavy, if left alone,.hap the initiative
and competence to-de:a task, that will greatly exceed thei expectaticns
of those located at far Temoved headduaftcrs. Ho book could have been
writien on how ' to do this. Thc.auestions eould not have ﬁcen Fent in

fromgafar., It was something thut had to be orgunized on the scene, and

adm} 1atered directly. 'his exploitation received 11ttloipub110 attention,
andd for tﬁat matter, only a very 1imited exposure within, the military,
ﬁrbbably because of the potential'embarassment over the Tonkin events of
~l964. Thxo ig unforiunate, becuouse it was an imporiant dpd vell executed

effort that douarves a Pplace in ‘the n111taxy history of out Vxeinam

invdvemont,
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Yheso vrisoners, plus our routine iutelli;ence rourced;?hive enabled

1¢-to have perhapus Lhe mosl complete intellisence availsble on nny_gdtioﬁ

in the Vietnamese var, It was mogt important that we obtain the full
picturs of those days in Augusi 1964, for they resulied in the Gulf_of_

- lonkin Regsolution, vhich in turn involved into'thc_chartcr for ihe

entire war.
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