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August 10, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Secretary
FROM : INR -~ Thomas L. Hughes

SUBJECT : DOD UDesot: Patrol Chronology

Attached is the oificial OOU chronology for the record on
the Lesoto Patrol incidents last week. It has jone [orward to the
~ hite House.

This is an adequate and routine summary. Tae following iive
points do not perhaps come through this chronology as sharply
ag they might and I list them only for clarification,

l. The order to attack on August 2 (first Maddox incident)
seems to have been given whean Maddox was on the leg of its patrol
closest to the DRV mainland. Shortly thereafter Maddox reached
its closest point to the rainland (1l miles from shore, and 9 from
HJon Me islaad).

4. However, it was pursued and attacked while zoing in 3
southeasterly direction, away {rom the mainland. 3ince the attacking
units were under orders to keep in close touch with headquarters
at all times, it is unlikely that they pursued the US vessel out to
sea on their own initiative. Furthermore, the second attack,
~hile possibly ordered when Maddox was relatively close to shore,
took place about 60 miles to sea, reflecting a high command
decision to pursue the assault.

3. The command chain was Hanoi to Haiphong (Naval Head-
quarters) to Port # allut (Northern Fleet base) to the PGM's in
control of the attack (apparently T142 and T146 in the first assault).
All this also proves it to be a DRV operation.

4. The Maddox was closely shadowed between the first and
second attacks especially during daylight hours.
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5. There were about 36 hours between the OP 34A raid on
Hon Me and Hon Ngu and the assault on the Maddox. It is possible
that the DRV looked upon the Maddox approach to its shores as
the sign of another imminent attack. But the time gap of a day and
a half, the Maddox pulling away from shore as daylight ended, and
DRV experience with an earlier and similar destroyer patrol in
February-March 1964 make this unlikely,
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LHROSOLOGY
b

July 30 -
1732 Two LRY vessels T142 anu T146 rerort enexw attach on :on i,
Time of attack set at 1656, Lfforts te carch the fop at 1830
fail and they returr to scrt 1500,
July 31 -
1353 T142 and T14€ at port in on 6, reauy for actior.

1825 aval hendqmrters communicatims not woriing.

1920 JPY hase 2t hen Thuy (soulicrn base) reyorts sisitin, of

“enery' vessel - mddox - 28 arm froa Ly 'wa., hiz iz the
Yirat UkV reilaction or ‘ecote atral for Lulve weust.

Aaust L -

1415= 7149 apd V142 wote agunx ooursa.
id422

1827 —en Thuy =essaye of decision ke artack Yaaicox.

1682 Intense Coverare of fddox reported; uctun) coveruze clnse
sirce 1000 and contirveus, PV :a liaison srotest to T
aver the attack of July 34,

Jupust 2 -

305« IRV close track of “wduox.
9732

0431 “addox tracked by Raid ramber S804 - Patrel loats TI42 and T146
ami lotor torpedo flotilla 135 (Y333, T336, T333) on throuzh
torredn attack, H#aid mecber 3305 (unknown) was alerted,

Hed T142 roports te Port %uut (narthern hese) that it received
orders to attack,

g 4
0807/8 DRV attack on “aidex st 19-4&!-' ad lo6=-3hwt I, At the tize five
of the seven DRV vessels in Port ¥allut area were neayr or ofgajcsd
in the attack (T142, Tide, T333, T336, T33%).

0830 US planes countere-attack, sinking T339, awd damaging T33¢ seriously,
T333 less sariously.
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asrust 2 (Cont.)

T HL T142 and Tide rveturmed to iion o,

1436 URY maval clement kept close track of “addex until this tiee,
Auzust 3 -

5720 Two U5 destroyers noteud, 25 miles Trow I'on e w»ith air cover.

2855« Ti42 messages tracking Jelota,
-

G859
4904 ion e reported tracking two "enesy" vessels at (620,
0U34 T142 ordersu 1o shadow centrover closelv,
1318 Possible MY a1y surverliance of Defoto.
iate in
Gy ~orth Fleet active: an Si=1, (231; 7142, Tidv; 7333 i),

1336(hit), 3 unidenfified. 23] ami one uninown hwsat "eaded away
from the combat srea,

Soutih Fleet active: T154: Ti79: | untdentifiec.
wyust 4 -

05312 T8V report: tracking vesscels at 1uefs <, 196 to 18=]10N [une02
around 310062,

got OV tracking the destrovors

1140 Ti42, T146 alerted to srenare for battle; T333 also, If ossivle.

1240 addox says attack ivminent.

1336 J850t0 Patro;&'egmrtzd sighting 2 surface craft and 3 aircraft.
Four sircraft launched from Ticondervpa followed ly 4 aircraft fiftgen
nimutes later.

1408 Ticonderogs reported that aircraft sizhtea Jdisarpesred from radar
screen. surface craft maintaining 27 »ile distance. Afrcraft

ratrol over TeZoto Patrol,

1434 Ticonderoga rerorted two original boats opened to 40 miles. Three
new boats contacted at 13 miles, Evaluated as hostile,

1440  DeSoto Patrol (USS “addox amd USS Turner Joy) reportex intercepting

coxmmication that (DRV) PT hoat attack imminent. Patrel position
19.7 N 1070 E (75 miles off coast) heeding southeast.
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