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11 October 1951

DEVELOPMENT OF THE "G¥--"HOMER® [*GOMER®] CASE

1. From the sarlier days ofWiNMNIIR code-value recovery
(1947), it was kmows that several Hashingtom to Moseow
messages of 29-31 Narch 1945 began with the stereoiypei

To the 8th Sectlom. Matarials ™G%.

The Eighth Sectionm was kmown to receivs political iatelligemes,
and the scanty recoveriss from the juterior of the massages
confirmed that the comtests concerned forsige policy aad

iwvolved Sir Archibald Clark Kerr.

In December 1948, further work by
revealsd that ths cowtents wers telegrans from Caurchill, awsd i=
Jasuary 1949 the origisals were 1dentified im Londonm.

It was thought that "G® was probably an arbitrary code
desigmation, When names are abbreviated to their ixitials,
in the traffic as far as it was them kmown the letter is fol-

lowed by a period the quotatiom marks, whea thers are
quotation marks). thars ¥as 3o reasom to comasct "G®

with a person's mame or COVET lams.

2. Separately, in the New York to Moscow traffie, a short
message of 5 September 1544 was rartly worked ouwt (probably
i 1947 and 1948) reading:

To Vietor [VIETCR]. Aceo to advice from

3~ Bomer [GOMER], Captain and Bosr [1] will mest about

9 September im Qusbec to disquss as commscted
[4 groups misaing). 4 detailed sxposition of Homer's
resums 13 following. . .

70 [1 groups nissing] |

Captais is Booswvelt axd Boar [7] is Churehill. There was
wothing in the message to suggest a eonnestion with the

Nashingtdn material of the followiag year.
The resune mextioned was transmitted 7 Saptember 1944, Jﬁﬁﬁn

£ tut the opening (which comtained the mame “Homer") wag xol =7

golved ustil wuch later (orobsbly 1951). The resums com-
garaed chilefly ocouzatlica policiss, mestioning both American

and British plams.
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3. A Few York to Hossow message of 28 Jume 1944 had basm

fraguantarily recoversd. It revealed that Sergius [SERGEJ]
(Viadimir Pravdis) had met a GOIRER (mot GOMER » Homer).
The contents wers totally umkwows until receatly and are zow
kncwn omly ia fragaests. It was imposaible until astual
identification had been made to be sure that GOMMER was the
same ap GOMER, as is mow believed.

4. The limk between material *G" and New York to Noseow
messages was forged is the followisg maxner: Thers is ia _P“.,.;-".HFE
the New York to Moscow traffic s six-part message of 2 axd 3 )
August 1944. The "matohing” messages (the omes exciphered
with the same tw s additive key) wers all im the diffi-
cult "Greea" code, and caly the most triflisg
fragnents had recovered.

In August 1950, lirs. Gray of AFSA recoversd two stretches
which read "work imeludiag the perscmal telegraphie corres
sposdence of Boar [ Churehill] with Captaia [Roosevelt]"™
and "wesks ago 0. was sutrusted with decipheriag a comfi-
dextial tslegram of Boar's [7] to Captain®, These recov-
ariss wers commumicated to the British 11 August 1550, who
thersupon set up work-sheets for further recovery work,

The suspicion that "G." was the source of material “G*
cecurred to pecpls at AFSA immediastely upon sesing Nrs.
Gray's work, and this suspicion was suggesied to the Britlak
at the sazms time,

Subsequeat work om this message brought forth tae mug-
gestion that G. was married. }

5, Om 30 March 1951,* trassmitted to Exgland
the suggestion that G. was Homer [GOMER] axd GOMMER, (This
suggestion may havs been the by-product of the compllatiom by
him of an index of cover mames.) This identificatiom, if

trus, allowed the placisg of G. im New York ia Jume 1944.

6. Om 7 Jume 1951, the press reported the disappearancs
of Domald Duart MacLsam and Guy Framcis de Nomoy Burgess.
Om 26 Jume 1951, the Federal Bureau of Iavestigatiom reported
to that Homer [GOMER], GOMMER, amd "G° were believed to
bs idextical with Domald Duart Msclsan.
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