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DISCUSSION WITH CRAWFORD ON MEMBERS
OF AUSTRALIAN LABOUR GOVERNMENT {194L5)

FProm: CANBERRA
Tos: MOSCOY
Hoe 233 21 July 1945

To EFIHTDE'”[iI 3th Department.

In a conversation with me John CRAWFORD*Z head of the
Research Department of the Ministry of Post-War Reconstruction
(his brother was first secretary in, the Australian Legation in
the USSR), while on the subject of CHIFLEY, who filled the place
of leader of the Labour Party end Prime-Minister after CURTIN's
death, said that the latter stood between the centre and the left
wing of the party and was more progressive than CURTIN. After
CURTIN CHIFLEY was [Bi the most] suitable [Bf candidate] for the
transitional period from war to peace. In C's [K.] opinion CHIFLEY
hae a number of gualities which make him cutstanding among Labour
people: a clear mind, furthermore strength of will, also [5 groups
unrecovered ] boldness and decisiveness in carrying out measures in

hand. In the past he was
[12 groups unrecovered ]
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it is doubtful whether CHIPLEY's government will be successful
in the 1946 elections. By the introduction

[53 groups unrecoverable |

(R savinga] in the banks. f Labour 1s not successful in the 19L:
election, then their bills[ai will remain [1 group unrecaovered |
papers. Speaking of other members of the government C. said trnas
the extreme right wing of the Lebour Farty 18 headed by BEASLEY
who is fully in agreement with LANG in the struggle ainst the
Soviet Union and the Communist Party |[KAMPARTIYa Biclﬁ]. The
Labour ecentre is headed by EVATT. On the left wing there iz “A7D.

No. 54 grrmlii]

T.NW.: [a] ZAKONOPROEKTY: i.e. bills before Parliament.
Comments: [i] Lt.-Gen. P.M, FITIN.

[ii] Semen Ivanovich MAKAROV.
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