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CUBAIN ATR FORCE LOMNG-RANGE PLIGHTS

The following item dated 182030Z Jun 62 is released by NSA as received [rom

Lhe [leld:

1, Pilobt ehaller veferving Lo wing Lanks on 16 June 1962 may provide

evidence Cuban Air Force jet fighters have long-range cspabilities ((A)),

and that pilols are becoming more adepl in alrerafl handling, This supggestion is
based on the following:

During a training €lighl on. 16 June, one pilet (sulfix 31) experienced
difficulty swilching from omw wing lank Lo the olher, causing his right wing to
dip. An unknown stalion asked 31 if his aircrafl was controllable, and if not, to
drop his tanlc, The pilob replied thal he was in full conlrol of his aircraft,
and subsequently requested and was granled permission to enter the traffic
patltern, The pilol way dofinlpu]y Cuban, ond may be considered exporlonced
in that at no Lime did he appear Lo lose control of his siLunLiuﬁ.

2. In conltext wilh egbove it was also noled thal o "Buddy syslem" scems to
be in effect in the Cubon Alr orce, in Lhal while pilot 31 was having
difCiculbies, he was in constanl communicoations willy only one other pilot
(suflix 41). Shorlly belore being cleared Cor landing, he established
commimicabions with sullix 61,
((a)) 4B COMUENT: The ranges ol MIG plancs ores
» MIG - 15 NATO Code Names "fagotM
Normal range: 896 ki (5(0 miles)
inige wilh extornel Lenkas 1,340 dow (340 wilan)
LG - U HETO Code i "Mrosco!
Normal range: 820 kn (510 wiles)
Range with okLerna] tanks: 1,860 lan (1,160 miles)
MG - 19  NATO Code Nm.n(): Hiarmoee!
Normel ranges 905 laa (Cou wites)
Range wilh exberoal tanks: 1,370 lan (850 wites)
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