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Fighter air/ground communications related to the incident indicated
that the weather in the area was good for flying ; the cloud cover was
reportéﬁ as "from two to three tenths. "1 No attempt was made to warn
the C-13¢ or to force it down intact.

On 12 September 1958, in reply to the State Department's note, the
l.

Soviet Foreign Ministry told the U. S., t{iZtrTOsssE=I=s. that a

missing U. S. Air Force transport plane had crashed in Soviet Ar-

3

menia, killing six of is crew. The State Department, announcing
no
this, further stated that Moscow had provided/,\information on the

eleven other members of the crew. It said that instructiogmhad been

sent to the U. S. Embas*fsy in MOscow to press the Soviet Government
on an "urg@=nt basis” to locate and return the eleven members of
the crew on whom no report had been made.
Implicit in the State Department's statement was the charge
that _Sovi‘et fighters shot the plane down: éeptember ‘2. The statement
said Soviet fighter planes had intercepted an aircraft identified as a
E C-13% in the area of the Turkishs=Soviet border near the city of XKars.
The course of the C-}Sﬁ was directed eastward under the control
of Soviet aircraft, the State Department said. Following this a sound
of an éiplosion was heard and a column of smoke was seen rising from -
‘behind a range of hills within.Soviet ’r.erritory.z
Th;e Soviet version of the incident as reported by the State De-
partment, was that the plane had penetrated for a significant distance into
Soviet.airspace and had fallen within Soviet terr1tory and had thus in-
tent1ona11y violated the Soviet border.
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Following ig the text of the State Department 's statement ,

issued 12 September 1938, on the crash of a U. S. plane in Soviet

~ Armenia;:

~
-

- On September 6, 1958, the U. S. Government in a note to the
Soviet Government re4uested any available information concerning an
unarmed United States Air Force (C-13§ transport plane , carrying
a crew of seventeen men, which had disappeared September 2, 1958,
during a flight within Turkey irom Adana to Trabzond (Treblzond)

to Van and back to Adana,

The So'viet Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed the American
Embassy at Moscow today that the remenants of a destroyed and
burned airplane had been found at a point {fifty-five kilometers
northwest of Yerevan, the capital of the Armenian Socialist Re-
public, and that ]udcrvn'r by remains discovered there it may be
ass_umed that six of the members of the crew perished. 1
The Charge d' Affaires of the U, S., at Moscow, Richard H.
Davis, pressed the Ministry for information about the eleven men unaccoun-
ted for. The Ministry did not provide further information on this point. The
Charge requested that a further search for the missing men be made, that
an Embassy officer or other United States official be allowed to visit the
site of the crash and that arrangements be made to transfer to the Upited

b g . . X
States authorities the remains of the six cew members.

-+ The mvestlrat ion conducted by the’ AlI‘ Force in Europe elicited

\

1niormat10n to the effect that an aircraft 1dent1f1ed asa C-13¢ was mter-
.~ \, \ N N T

-cepted at about 2 '8P, M\ on Seotember 2, by f1<rhter planes in the
"z N
“area of the \Turklsh -Soviet border near Kars The course of\the C- 13!/5, <

—

\
was then directed eastward <1der tf;e// control of t‘le Soviet alrcrait Fol-
e \ N :

N
'ﬁowmg this, the soumd of an ezplosion was heard and a column of smoke was

L N ;
E seen rising from behind a range of hills within the Soviet territory.
— -

New York Times, 13 -Sep 1958,
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The investigatipﬁ conducted by the U. S, Air Force in Europe
elicited ‘inio-rmation that an aireraft identified as a C-13g was inter-
ceeted about 2% P. M., on2 September by fighter aircraft in the
Turkish-Soviet border near Kars. The course of the C-13¢ was then
diVerfed eastward under control of the Soviet aircra_ft.'l Following
this, the sound of an explosiin was heard, ‘and a column of smoke was

seen rising from behid; a range of hills’ wifhin Soviet territory.

Iestructions were sent to the Afnerican Embassy at Moscow to
presé the Soviet Government on an "urgent basis" to locate and refurn
the eleven m-embers of the crew not accounted for.

Ina éecond note to Washington, September 18, the Sox;'iet Govern-
ment repeated its earlier repbrt that it found six crew members dead

aboard the plane. Responding to a U. S, demand for information

-about the eleven other men on the plane, the note insisted that the

Seviet Governmernt: knew nothing about them. The note said that' the
bodies of the six would be returned to the U. S. But did not say when
and did not identify any of the diead. The State Department had no com-
ment on the note and would not publish the text.

The Soviet Government acknowledged find.ing the wreckage and tbe
six bodies -- ten days after the crash, |

After the first incident , the Moscow Government cvharged --asit
did this time -- that the plane was a deliberate int;pdér.

| On Sunday, Sepiember 21, the U S, Government appealed to the

Soviet Government on humanitarian grounds for some information about

T .-

New Y:Qrk- Times, 13 Sep 1958.




DOCID: 3901038

the eleven flyers missing since September 2. The Russians also denied
last

the plane was/\flying A45¢/ in the custody of .S\oviet interceptors and held to the
contentié'r'l that it "fell" about 35 milés nort};%‘gst of Eﬂ,é,é/ / Erevan. ‘The

-'U. S. | fﬂeséage was re'gui orted to dave appealed to the Soviet authorities on

- behalf of fhe families of the seventeen fIyérs involved. It explained that

for nearly three weeks they had been without a clue to the fA7/4/ where-

abouts of the {flyers and even without information as to which six men
. 1 .

perished .

.
New York Times, 2 Sep 1958,
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Lasi Saturday ,‘ the United States asked the Soviet Union and Iran
' : I

to heip. in the search for the plane.

Last night Washington disclosed that its own investigation had
turned ui; witnesses who said that they saw the plane being escorted
-eastward from the Soviet.-;l‘urkish frontier near Kars by Soviet fighters
at about 2:9¢ - P. M..-, September 2. The witnesses heard an. explosiin

and saw a column of smoke from behind a range.of hills in Soviet terri-

tory. 3
Presumably these details also were JACIEdEA// contained in today’'s

note. Moscow placed the crash scene at about thirty-five miles northwest

| of Erevan, the cépit»'al of SovietArmenia. This imprecise location could be

close to the frontier. | .

New York Times , 14 Sep 1958.
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The Soviet Government, in :its first note, avoided all men-

- tion of theother crew members and finally denied knowing anything

about-th-e_m»‘:

Throughout th.e correspondence, Moscow maintained that the
'plane had deltib_erated,':;’vqiolated Soviet air space and tbe.t therefore the
U. S. bore full re,sponsi't;ility for consequences of the incident. The
Soviet Union also rejected as "provocatory" a Stae Department sugges-

tion that the fighters had shot the plane down.

In its latest note, delivered to ambassador Lewellyn S.

Thompson, Jr., '~ 1. , Moscow said even more strongly that

- it felt no.responsibility for the fate of the plane or of its crew, and

and ended by saying, "We recommend asking those who gave the order

to the U. S. plane to violate the border of the Soviet Urion and to invade

‘ . o1
its airspace".

>

\f,
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At the President's (Eisennower's) press conference, November 5,
1958, Mr, Warren W. Unna, Washington Post, asked the question, "atout
a month ago one of our planes went down in Soviet Armenia. The Russians
_have returned six Lodies, eleven are still unaccounted for . What are we
domg to clear up this picture ? "The President answered, "Well, all you can
do with a go vernment such as the Soviet's. You protedt, you request more
1

iniormation . So far, i has not been forthcoming. "

Ao Speculatlon as to the fate of the missing airmen ranged w1de One ne’aw

| =7 (N VoSN N ¥
' was\hat the mep had been taken pms_oner by local cxtlzens and’ the Sonet
. \ ,j _\ e \__ \./

Union did not want to ackn/lwlwdve it. et

Speculatlon HES as to the fate of the missing airmen ranged

S

{
wide. Cne view was that the men were taken prisone, by local authori-
ties. Amother was that they may have been harmed by local citizens T

aru the qpv1e’c Umon d1d not want to acknowledcre thls./<

e A e

B near— lynchma of crew mercbers involved in a similar incident
was recallad \ Another tnnory, not widely held, was that the eleven had

managed to escape Scvist authorities and would make their way out of

the country. The plane crashed about twenty miles from the Turkish.

Few persons believed that the Moscow Government had impris-
2

oned the men,

border.

In their ceaseless vigil against possible attack, military air-
craft have flown "awfully close” to the Soviet Union's territorial waters

in the Pacific and elshwhere, official sources conceded .

] ) ' .
Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States. Dwight D. Eisenhower,

Jdanl - Dec_3l, 1958, Putlished by the Office of the Federal Register, national
Archives and Records Services Administration ( U. S. Prmfmrr Cﬁlce 1959).

2 The New York Times. -
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It is seldom that NSA shows its hand to the extent that it did in releasing

the tra’nslat;on of the Soviet fighter's conversations, proving beyond doubt

that the C—iﬁn (Hercules) was shot down. It is a classic example of how

o

SIGINT played a role in decision making at the highest level?

A day or so-after the shoot down, the Nationai-Security Councit
";dnd-the President were il.ufor-med of the fact that fhe voices of the piiots

had been irtercepted and recordea and that there was evidenée of meaconing
to decoy the Hercu}es across the Turkish;Arm’enian border. The President
cailed 2 meeting of the Security Council to hsten to the tapes of the pilots

conversation. The recordaed traffic was so incriminationg against the Soviets
that the President decided the situation warranted their reiease to the State

Depariisein for [uriher acuon. The Secretary of State called in the U. N.
Amtassador to hzar the recording o{;the veic:s and to £z brisficd orn what to

SAY ard What nut tu £ay Whell preg:rung ths r:Coruitgs as evidence Lefore

) Ny ‘e P V
the U. N. The Ambassadoe returred to New York with the tapes. The
Soviet delagexs at the U. N, were caught 'flat-fanted’, but the Moscow

GOVesrnaacnl neyed ccinewlzag=a the thorr 21lots shot tha plans down.

As for th2 meaconing sroc:ss, that ramainzd unproven.



