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le €CY SITUAT IMON, US!. IRERT Y. HAS BEEN SEEN AND PHOT OGRAPHED

BY WSP‘EN FROM USS AMERICA AND FROM AIRCRAFT, WER EXTERNAL

CLAssl

CGNFIGLFATION 18 UNCLASSIFIED, BECAUSE OF DAMAGE TO KER MULL,

Y QLASSIFIED SPACES AND FOUIPWENT MAY BE VISIBLE FROM BOATS
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() MISSICNt TO CONDUCT PUBLIC AFFAIRS

CLASSIFIED

LFEAIT IMATE INTERFSTS OF NFYSMEN W ITHOUT Mﬂ

f EOF I IVIDUAL RIGKTS OF PRIVACY,

: n

ja. (3) FXECUT IONt

, .mAc T4F DRYDOCK IS PIMPED OUT. IT IS E!ﬁﬂm

COLRT OF INOUIRY CONVEMED #Y CINCUSNAVEUR IN BB

ALONISIDE DIRING EMTRY TO PORT AD, URESS ng\fgm, BE VISIBLE

NEWSMEN,

F TN MALTA

F LIBERTY, THEY
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"Be APPENDIX,TWO OF THIS ANNEX CONTAINE CUOTAT JONS FROM AN
JLASSOCIATFD PPESS STOPY FILED EBY A COPRESPONDANT WHO WAS ABOARD
¢USS AMFR ICA ON S JUNF, AND COMMENTS IN REBUTTAL BY COMMANDER SIXTH

FLEET TO NEWSMEN ON 12 JUNE, PERFONNEL OF TF 10¢ QUER IED WILL REPLY
EMAT THEY HAVE NOTHING TO ADD TO PREVIOUS OFFICIAL STATEMENTS ON

HIS SUBJECT. ALL PUBLIC AFFkiIRS ACTIVITIES WILL BE CONDUCTED WITH

tHE ATV OF MAINTAINING CREDIBALITY OF THE OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
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. OREGARD ING THE MISSION OF USS LIBERTY,
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€, BYFORE ENTFFINT PORT , CTG 178, 7 WILL TAXE ALL PRACT ICABLE
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. OHILL DAMAGE, CIF 100 WILL ASSIST WITHIN LIMITAT IONS OF: Fi\cn,t'nts
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D. NCPMAL RESTRICTIONS an muorrzcm.% mmm IN THE LOCAL

DOCKYAPD WILL APPLY. IN ADDITIONM, LOCAL Avnmrnts WILL BE

CUREQUFSTFD TO PIOHIPIT NEWSMEN FPOM T HELWMMED m‘r VICINITY OF THKE
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(1) WHILE THE SHIP 14 ENTFRPING THE DOCK.%IJNLESS CTF 1ee Is

D THAT THE TORPEDO MOLT IN THE WULL 1S ADEDUATELY COVERED,

ST, REGARDLESS OF




(3> AFTER THF"“CV L€ PUMPFD OUT, UATIL m.':f-fmm: AU 3
) EEN REMOVED ARD QLASSIFIED MATTER SAFEGUARDED.

Ee IF QUERIED BY NEWSMEN, RATIONALE FOR RESTR ICT IONS ABOVE

ASSIFIED

JWILL BE:
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(1) PRIMARILY OUT OF CONSIDERATION OF FAMILIES OF MISSING

Q

EHZR SONMEL, , SINCE REMAINS MA# BE IN THE EXPOSED COMPARTMENT AND
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WVISIBLE TO PHOT OBRAPHERS,
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Da.ASSIFIFD FQUIPMENT 1€ Eprsr.s.
m - N
G e UNCLASSIFIED PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE SHIP IN DRYDOCK MAY BE
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jmmmm AFTER THF TORPEDO WOLT HAS PEER COVERED, OR AFTER ALL
O
RFMAINS AND CLASSIFIFD MATTER HAVE BFEN REMOVED , AT DISCRET ION
R |
WoF CTF 170
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| $ C. NEWSMEN WILL NOT BE PERMITTED ABOARD Trmﬁm W ITHOUT

s , Bt
OPFFRNMISSION OF CTF 170 AND CONCURENCE OF CT6 18847,

FFICERS AND (REWMEN DF U'SS LIPFRTY WILL MNOT RPT NOT GRANT

INTEP7TRWS UNTIL AUTHOR IZED BY CINCUENAVEUR AFTER COMPLETION OF

THE COIRT OF INGUIRY. IF QUERIED AS TO THE nn;s"n FOR THIS POLIC



CT0 17708 WILL REPLY THAT LALL 0 Ff a©F POTENTIAL W [T MEOQFT

EIBEFORE THE COWRT OF INGUIRY. IT IS THE DFSIRE OF THE CONVENING

"DAUTHORITY AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE COURT THAT RECOLLECTIONS OF
)
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JAWITNESSES REMAIN AS FRFSH AS POSSIBLY AND NOT BE INFLUENCED IN
0

CANY WAY BY OUTSBIDE DISCUSSIONS,
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E I. CT% 18,3 WILL CONDUCT PRESS RELATIONS FOR CTF 102 AND THE
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\
|
i
l

PACF 6 R'DLMD 1017 -5—E—6R—FF

(P JOINLY) ON THE DAY OF ARRIVAL. CTF 120 WILL CONFINE HIS

- CLASSIFIED

REMAR ¥S T O UNCLASSIFIFD ASPECTS OF SALVAGE AND REPAIR, AND THE
S W
r?’

HRESIDEM OF THI COURT T0O THE PRECFNT UNCLASSIFIED IIWTRUCTIONS

jmocmuazs TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE
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CREQUIRED. UNCLASSIFIED PHOTOGRAPHY WILL BF CAREFULLY SEGREGATED
(YFROM -RECORD PHOTOGRAPHY AND FORWARDED SEPARATEL Y,
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(2) 2T CALSE CTT 407.% 15 PXPUCTTR T0 REMATY It YALTA AFTT

,~,E,stsm_urmﬂ OF ‘TF 102, NE WILL SUBMIT “A REPORT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

MATTER S DIRECT TO CINCUSNAVEUR WITH COPY TO CTF 108 ON COMPLETION
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A 0F MISSION, RATHER THAN VIA CTF 1€,
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: APPEND 1CES,

'Ei. (1) USCINCEUR MSG ECAP @9665/@91744Z MAS REEN SEPARATELY

READDRESSED T O ADDRESSEES WHO REQUIRE 1T,
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THROUAH ACTA,

ADDRE SSEES VHO REQUIRE IT. COMSIXTHFLT 113452 IS QUOTED IN PART
@AS FOLLOWS1 QUOTE I VAS ASKED SPECIFICALLY BY THE PRESS, CUOTE

THE LIBERTY A SPY SHIP? WAS SHE IN THOSE WATERS COLLECTING

INFFLL IGENCE? UNQUOTE, I REPLIED, QUOTE EYPHATICALLY NO. LIBERTY

AS UNDER MY OPERATIONAL CONTROL, OPERAT ING IN INTEF NAT IONAL
WATEP € OF THE EASTERN MED TO ENSURE RELIABLE COMMUNICAT IONS RELAY
< i
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YFROM T HREATENED U,©, POSTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST FROM WHICH MASS

EVACIAT ION OF 1,S. NATIONAL@ MIGHT RECOME URGENT, UNGQUCTE, I

FIED =

EXPLAINFD AL SO THAT LIRERTY WAS WHERY SHE WAS BECAUSE THAT WAS

A*SSI

HET THE BEST POSSIBLE POSI@T ION TC CARRY OUT THIS FUNCT IONM
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BECAUSE, QUOTE AFTER AN EMHASSY OF CONSULATE IS ATTAC‘(ED THEIR
- QONLY MEANS OF REOUESTING E ACDAT ION MIGHT BE VERY LOW!

ADI0 SETS, m\m SUCH § thansnm:a;s HAVE OILY LINE OF SIGHT
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SCAPARILITY, UNQUOTE, I SAID ﬂm mev Posstsm EXCELLENT
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dvom TRAMEMITTER TC CALL HOR MELP AFTFR THE ATTACK HAD WIPED
- our HFP ANTENNFAS, AS TC LIRFETVY'C CAPARILITIES NUTSIDE OF

| PEINCA VERY CAPABLE RADIO CUARD FOP EVACUAT ION OPEFAT IONS, I

TOLD THEM rm‘ 1P wgws ON A NUNDER OF mo.:t.cﬂp cUCH AS
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M THET 10 WAYE mo.r:miz}s COWHICH ARE QF A T OTAT .z YT ODYE ST

E]mrms ABBUr WHICH I HAD NO INFORMAT ION, IN GERNERAL OUFSTIONING,
7

1] ACKNOVLEDGE THMAT T HAD ORDERED AIRCRAFT AIRBORNE CUOTE TO PRO-
)

jn:cr AND ONMLY TO PROTECT 1SS LIBERTY AS SOON AS T WAS CONVINCED
0

THAT A 11,5, SHIP WAS RFALLY UNDER ATTACX, AND CALLED BACK THE

0

Eammm’ WHEN 1 BECA™F AWARF THAT THEY WERE NOT REQUIRED, UNCUOTE,

‘MIHE PRTCS WAS ALSO INFMRMED THAT SENIOR COMMANDERS WAD BEEN KEPT
UFL’LLY INFRMED OF Y ACTIONS AND RFCFIVED COPIEE OF ALL MY
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MESCANE D, UNQUOTE,
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[L3. D °PESS RELEASE OF ANSYER TO INCUIRIES ON COURT OF INCUIRY:

A | ol

S . ADMIRAL JOHN S, MCCAIN, JR., COMMANDER IN CMIEF, U.S. NAVAL

- 3

OForcre, FUROPE MAS CONVENED A COURT OF INQUIRY 10 L0O INTO 114

QCIRCIMETANCES SURROUNDING THE ATTACK ON USS LIBERTY IM'THE EASTERN ;-g i

L a wE -4
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gm CHI*F, U.S. MAVAL FORCES EUROPE SATURDAY NIGHT AND DEPARTED
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b-'sumn 7 TT IS EXPECTED TO ROAFS LISENTY AT SEA AND WILL CONT INUE

RUIRY AT MALTA LATEP TMIS WFFW, LSS LIBERTY 1S EXPFCTED TO

AT MALTA AT APTROXIMATELY NOON TUESDAY JUNF 135, A COURT OF

IMeRINY IS A FORMAL FACT-FIWMDING PEDY WHICH TAmS TESTIMONY
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BuceaIn, THE CORVERTMG AUTHOPTTY, IT IS NOT A DISCIPLINARY BODY, @

%convn:qmc DF SUCH AN INQUIRY IS A NOPMAL PROCFDURE, COMMONLY A
;2 | -
JEMPLOYFD AFTER SERIOQUS ACCIDENT OR INCIDENT RESULT ING IN SUBSTAN-
0

TIAL 1.0SS OF LIFE OR MAJOR DAMAGE TO A SHIP, ITS CONVENING DOES
4
Wyor, oF TTSELF, INDICATE AN ASSUMPTION THAT ANY ItDIVIDUAL IS AT
L

FALLT, aDMIRAL KIDD IS ASSISTANT CHIFF OF STAFF FOR LOGISTICS
1 j b o -
"OOK THF STAFF OF THE COMMANDER IN CNIFF, ALLIFD FORCES SOUTHERN

EIROPT, AT NAPLES, HE HAS BEEN RELIEVID OF THIS ASSIGNMENT

FIED

TFMPORARILY IN ORDER TC SERVE AS FPESIDENT OF rﬂt eom. mm

MFMRRI S OF THE COURT ARE CAPTAIN RERNARD J, Lwrr, USN PROSPEC-

VE oomvaAND ING OFFICFR FLEFT OPFRAT IONAL cemu. amz,, ﬁAVAL

_pLA;Sl

ot

FORCES EIROPE, AD CAPTAIN BERT M, ATKINON, JR., USN, STAF

CINCUSNAVEIR, CAFTAIN WARD BOSTON, JR., LEGAL OFFICER ON THE STAFF

¢
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COYMANDER FLEET AIR, MEDITERRANEAN, AT NAPLES, IS COUNCEL FOR
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HE COIRT o, AMD LIFUTENANT COMFARDER ALLEN FEINGERSCH, USN, STAFF
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<CINCUSNAVEWR, 1S ACSISTANT COUNSFL FR TEC‘HNICA!. MATTERS,
NEWFRS TO ADDITONAL TNGUIRIES:

1y WILL COUPT SESSICKS RE OPEN TO PUBLIC? NO,

(2) WHY NOT ? u..,smmm; WAS OPERAT I¥g. #8 > riloree N



MEREATAL T SUDPGRT _OF COMTUNT AT 10N PEAUIREVERE, AT Surty
HE WAS PART OF THE ovfmu. UNITED STATES xomwmb AND CONTROL
PSYSTEM, WHICH CANNOT BF DISCUSSED IN ANY DETAIL ON AN UNCLASS=
JIPIED BASIS, SO MUCH EVEN OF PURELY ROUT INE NATURE WHICH THE COURT
MILL HAVF TO GO INFO WILL BE CLASSIFIED THAT IT WOULD BE IMPRACT-
LICAELE TO ATTEMPI TO HOLD AN OPEN HEAP ING,

(3 ¥ILL THE COURT'S FINDINGS BE MADE PUBLIC? AFTER NORMAL
JREVIEY BY TME CONVENING AUTHORITY AMD HIS NAVAL SUPER IGRS, IT x.s
LIMELY THAY ANY UNQLASSIFIED FINDINCS WILL BE m.%asm.

(4) WILL THE CONVENING ORDER SE MADE PUBLIC? IT IS RFLEASABLE.

(5) IS THE COMMANDING OFFICER GOING TO BE AVAILABLE FOR

“INTERVIEW AT MALTA? ARE OT HER MEMBERS OF THE (REW? NOT T THIS

IME.

(&) WHY NOT ? ALL MEMBERS OF THE (REW ARE POTENT IAL WITNESSES

PEFORE THE COURT, IT IS THE DESIRE OF THE CONVENING AUTHORITYHIND

'd?PESH AS POSSIBLE AND NOT BH IKFLUFNCED IN ﬂﬂ? Vh‘! BY QUEST IONE

PUT[FO\T MEM OUT SIDE THE COURT OR BY ANSWERS OF &tm MEN BFING

INTPRYTIEVED,
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COTHE CDUWT MR CIRLETY L ITO wngvy Yio, IF TuTY uYon Tooev &
(%) WHAT 'ARE THF ASSIGNMENTS OF ‘FHE COURT MEMBERS? CAPTAIN
RAT XINSON IS THE SURFACE OPERAT IONS OFFICER, AND LCDR FEINGERSCH

15 A COMMUNICAT IONS OFFICER ON THE STAFF O CINCUSNAVEUR.
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