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pursuant to E.O. 12859, as amended. 3T case 51652.
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CONFIDEWNTTIAL 23834 JUN &7.
SUBJECT: ISRAELI ACGIDENTAL ATTACK ON U.S.S. LIBFRTY 8 JUNE.
1. FLO HAS PASSED IDF AR“Y SPOKESMAN STATEMENT RELEA@ED T0 .
PRESS AT 1934Z. QUOTE: AN UNIDENTIFIED VESSEL APPROACHED THE
€L ARISH (31@TW-3348E) AREA AT NOON TGDAY.S FIRE WAS OPENED ON
THE VESSEL.  AFTER IT WAS VERIFIED THAT THE VESSEL WAS NOT AN
ENEWY VESSEL, ASSISTANCE WAS OFFERED BUT THE VESSEL CONTINUED
L%DtR Owdl STEAH. THE VESSEL BELONGS TO THE U.S. NAVY AND THE
SRAELI AUTHORITIES APOLOGIZ&D. THE VESSEL WAS 18 MILES OFF THE COAST.

' wuauo;r.

2« LOCAL APCLOGIES. FROM IDF PASS fD TO ALUSNA EARLIER. .SEE
DAB 2825. -

3¢ DAD MAS MADE NO COVMFNT TO IDF,SWHO ARE APPARENTLY VERY
U UETR WY WD WD ALY MUY AGLIDLHIT Al E?T??ﬁ e T FPREATNED RN
UQG.

© 4. EGYPTIAN SHELLING ATTACK FROM °EA IN GAZA AREA REPORTED BY
IDF YESTERDAY., SEE DAO #4812,

5% SSISTANCE AFTER ACCIDENT OFFERFD BY IDF NAVY MTB WHICH
WE HAVE BEEN TOLD USS LIRERTY WAVED OFF.

6. REF PHONE CONVERSATION (COL TAYLOR DIA AND COL PERNA DAO,

“QFF 3 RUQ¥VL @834 C O N—F—Jp—F—HNF1 A1~
TEL AVIV) ISRAELI HELICOPTERS NOT USED OR PRESENTLY CONTEMPLATED
FOR RELCUE. WE UNDERSTAND FROM PHONE CONF. USS LIBERTY DOES NOT
:?%:FBThYNégtk ISRAELI ASSISTANCE, AND HAS QAFISFACTORY RADIO CONTACT

1 -)\ .

7. ALUSNA OVERFLIGHT IN IDF HELICOPTER TOR INSPECTION AND ATTEMPTED
CCNTQPI NON PRODUCTIVE, EXCEPT TO ORSERVE SHIP UNDER WAY AT
APPROX 8 KNQOT S NORTHERLY COURSE 6O NM WEST OF ASKELON AT 19306Z.
LIBERTY LISTING APPROX lﬁ DEGREES STARBOARD ' '
AND "AY DE HAVINGHSOME STEERING DIFFICULTY.

8. IDF WILL RESPOND IN RESCUE IF ASKED, HOWEVER WE SHALL INITIATE
”gEEFCUF“T RIEPEAT NO REQUEST UNLqu ADVIoED BY NMCC OR OTHER WASH
4 iC

S. IDF REQUESTS THAT IF ANY OTHER US SHIPS. (OR AIRCRAFT) ARE IN
CR CONTEMPLATE ENTRANCE TO COMBATANT AREAS, WE PROVIDE APPROPRI TE NOTICE
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