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-, CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS - SURROUNDING USS LIBERTY INCIDENT AS OBSERVED.
.. AND RECORDED-BY ALUSNA TEL AVIV CDR FeCe CASTLE, 'USNt -~ ~ "~

5x s - (C) 'ALUSNA CALLED TO ISRAFL DEFENSE FORCE FOREIGN LIAISCN °
““QFICE (IDF/FLOY AT APPROX @814297. " MET THERE BY LT 'COL MICHAEL

» BLOCE, "ASSISTANT IDF SPOKESHAN WHO SAID ISRAEL AIRCRAFT AND MTB'S
.. FAD ERRONEOUSLY ATTACKED AN UNIDENTIFIED UeS¢ SHIP AT 9812997 .
Y PEIT 3125N 3333Fe SAID MAYBE SHIP-WAS UeSe -NAVYs SAID HELI«

_ “"COTERS IN"RESCUE OPLRATIONS. HAD NO OTHER "INFO. MADE  APOLOGIES

" IND REGUESTED INFO OF OTHER Ue/s SHIPS NEAR WAR ZONE COASTS. USDAO
SENT FLASH MESSAGE, REF Be - - - e
i2, €Y ALUSNA REPORTED INCIDENT TO-UsSe "AMBASSADORWHO HAD JUST
“ RECEIVED RIPORT FROM ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTRY (FONMIN). °AMBASSADOR
< SUGCESTED ALUSNA COULD BE FLOWN TO SITE OF INCIDENT TO ATTEIPT
- ITHTIFY SHIP AND REQUESTED HELO FLIGHT FROM DIRECTOR OF UNITED
ZSRTES DEPARTMENT OF ISRAEL FONMIN - A
“3, - 4C) AT APPROX 0815307 DEPUTY RWYECTOR OF UeSe DEPT ISRAEL
{FOMIN CALLED ALUSNA AND SAID IDF HELOS-HAD PUT U.S4 SURVIVORS -
ADARD ISRAELI NAVY SHIPS AND THAT ALUSNA COULD BE FLOWN TO MEET
!THEIR ARRIVAL IN PORT. BEFORE DEPUTY DIRECTOR COMPLETED HIS
" STATEMENT LT COL BLOCH CAME ON SAME PHONE AND SAID THE REPORT OF
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PCKING UP SURVIVORS WAS COMPLETELY- INACCURATE AND THAT NO SUCH

ACTEOUEDABHTBKEADPLACE.: BLOCH THEN SCSNNG -~ TToe T Tt

BEEN IDENTIFIED- AS USS LIBERTY AND-THAT FLO WAS ARRANGING HELO

FLICHT FOR ALUSNA TO FLY TO SHIP AND COMWUNICATE WITH ELECTRIC -

MEGAPHONE WITH CeOe OF LIBERTYs USDAO SENT FLASH MESSAGEs REF Ce

L, (U) AT APPROX 9815407, FLO CALLED ALUSNA AND SAID TO PROCEFD

Egsgko TO PICK UP ESCORT FOR HELO FLIGHTe ASTALUSNA ACCOMPANIED

5. (C) AT 2816107 (TIME-RECORDED-BY ASTALUSNA),-HELO WAS AIRBORNE
~ FROM DOV HOSS "AIRFIELD ON NORTHERN EDGE OF TEL AVIV. "HELO PROCEFDED

CNDIRECT INTERCEPT TO SHIF. AT 2816257, HELO PASSED OVER THREE IDF

C. WIS RUNNING NORTH. AT O81635T, HELO WAS OVER' USS LIBERTY BUT HAD

NEATHER ELECTRIC MEGAPHOME OR HAND KELD SIGNAL LIGHT.- ALUSNA HAD
PENNED TO-BE LOWERED ABOACD LIBERTY FOR BRIEF CONFERENCE-WITH

< C.0» ALUSNA IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AND NOT ABLE TO CONVEY'HIS

"o

TENTITY TO BRIDGE OF LIBERTY. LIBERTY MADE PREPARATIONS TO' - o
EEFIVE- ALUSNA -ABOARD O -FORECASTLEe 'SPEFD OF-SHIP (WHICH IT IS ASSUMED
QULD NOT BE REDUCED FOR DAMAGE CONTROL REASONS) CAUSED HELO -

« PILOT TO SAY HE COULD NOT MAKE TRANSFERs ° “SHIP TFEN WAVED - COFF

TONSFER ATTEMPT. ALUSNA WROTE NOTE INQUIRING AS TOHCASUALTIES'

T
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OF CALLING CARD AND DROPPED IT ABOARD LIBERTY IN-INPROMTU-PACKAGE.
ALUSHA UNDERSTOOD SHIP TO SIGNAL AFFIRMATIVE CASUALTIES AND - THOUGHT
THE NUMBER SENT WASFOUR OR FORTY BUT IS UNCERTAIN OF TRANSHISSION
FBM LAND HELD LIGHT.- HELO MAD TO DEPART BECAUSE"OF FALL OF -
DARKNESS. OFFICER O BRIDGE GAVE A THUMBS "UP SIGN« ENTIRE HEL

" TRIP WAS FRUSTRATION AND ESSENTIALLY NON~PRODUCTIVE EXCEPT ALUSNA

WE ABLE TO OBSERVE LIBERTY UNDERWAY . ON OWN ‘POVER “AND TO NOTE
LET #ND SOME TOPSIDE DAMEGEe HELO DEPARTED L;BERTY AT QBITBQZ

MD TOUCHED DOWN TEL AVIV 0817252,

" 6 (CIWHILE ALUSNA ON-FLIGHT, DATT RECEIVED TELEPHONE REPORT

v

FROM IDF ARMY SPOKESMAN OF

' S ' DF- PRESS NOTICE ON "INCIDENT WHICH ° -
WA FOR RELFASE AT ©81539Z. INTERIM COL TAYLOR OF DIA-HELD PHONE
(ONV WITH DATT. DATT UNDERSTOOD FROM PHONECON THAT 'LIDERTY NOT

" SEEKIMG IDF ASSISTANCE AND THAT SHIP'HAD'SATISFACTORY‘RADIO'COHN

WITH UeSe NAVYs INFO TEIS PARA AND OTTER AMLLIFYING REMARKE
CATAINED IN USDAO- IMMEDIATE MSG- REF- Do T e Tt

.Te {(CIXM ON RETURN EMBASSY,ALUSNA INFORMED THAT GENL GETTY OF
NEC REQUESTED PHONE REPORT WHICH WAS MADE AT APPRQK_lGS?}WﬂZ.

SBSTANCE OF PHONE CON SAME AS PARA ‘35 ABOVE «

8.7 (C) AT APPROX 091206 , ARME RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM

R

\BAEE:E)RUGHUL 3998/1 8 ECRET®MNOFORN --» ~ * " " "< -
GENL CASSIBRY OF ‘NMCC ASKING USDAO TEL AVIV TO DETERMINE IF

IDF -PLANES OR SHIPS HAD SIGHTED ANY BODIES OR PICKED UP-ANY
SURVIVORSs GENL SAID 22 MEN WERE MISSING BUT WERE POSSIBLY
AL T FOLD OFLIBERTY. GE S

TWAEETID PHONE RELLEFEEER

AFIRMAT: - | :
27846 SQEL9YT,- @=3$ 3 - 0 o L -
5 -(S) AT ¢513007,.LT COL BLOCTCALLED ALUSNA. ALUSNA WAS

EXRERLY TO INQU
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FROM COASTs - s e e e SRRV
B. FRESENCE IN A FIGHTING AREA IS AGAINST INTERNATIONAL CUSTOM.

Cs THE AREA IS NOT A COMMON PASSAGE FOR SHIPSe

De EGYPT HAD DECLARED THE AREA CLOSED TO NEUTRALS:

Es« LIBERTY RESEMBLES-THE‘EGYPTIAN SUPPLY SHIP EL QUSEIRe - "~

Fs SHIP WAS"NOT FLYING FLAG WHEN SICHTEDe SHE MOVED. AT QUOTE
HLH SPEED UNQUOTFE WESTWARD TOWARD ENEMY COASTs- . I
Ge IDF NAVY HAD EARLIER REPORTS OF BOWBARDMENT OF FL-ARISH FROM

R SEA.. . .
";ALUSNAHRRESSED”BLOCH FORALABELFOR THE STATFOEEJING IF ———
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1¢ 1AL EXPLANATION OF
A PREAMBLE'ON Hi1S O

LSULT WITH SOME AUTHORITY WHO GOUL

OMiITAL HEADING  US
EXCHANGE AND COMMEN

r ESSIONAL NAVAL OFF IGERS CON USIN

TME INGIDENT. LSOL wiocy
WN AND ALUSNA®REVUESTED RE
D  BLOCH GALLED BAGK AND.
DAO SENT IMMEDIATE MSG Riy ¢
TING ON UNLIKELYHOOD OF

G LIBERTY AND EL QUSE]IR

VY S ERRONEQUS ATTACK AS RESULT OF EAGERNESS

LEAN SOME PORTION OF

AIR FORCE

ROX ~91405Z, ALUSNA
BoirpIné TYPE AN

GREAT VICTORY BEING WON

RECEIVED PHONE CALL FROM
D EXTENT OF SEARCHES FQR

Y IDF NAVY  RADM MOORE PUT SPECIF I¢ WUESTIONS

TIOOTBQDLUERY POOR;

7714
WS..AND WOULD ACT ON
ILED QUESTIONS ON

FFAL RECENT NON_COOPERATION OF FLO REGARDING USDAC

ALUSNA STATED HE UNDERSTOOD

THAT BUT REGUESTED MSG
WERY ALUSNA TOLD RADM MOORE

O ON HOSTILITIES, SLOWNESS OF REPLY TO QUERY

LE SURVIVORS. AND TH

POINTS UNGUOTE THAT U S REWWESTS FO

ET BETTSR RESPONSE A

£ jUST RECEIVED WUOTE SEVEN
R ISRAEL] SEARGH ACTION
T LEVEL HIGHER TAN USDAO

10 F'LO  REGUESTS FOR [WFO AND RENEWED SEARCH WERE PASSED TOQ

342, LCOL BLOCH TELEPHONE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS

PARGH IN ATTAGK AREA
EXGEPT FOR RECOVERY

A FOLLOWING ATTAGC, 31 §i-3)8 .571S OFF ERED HELP TO LIBERTY

UNTIL <gl504Z WITH
OF RUBHER LIFE BOATS AND

T .
¢ MIB PEKSONNEL STATE TEY SAW NO ONE JUMP INTO THE SEA OR

1) SEA
WERE WAVED.GFF |
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AS AEOVE BEING DRAFTED AS USDAO F

Y ne13852 TO g8131=2 AND
ref SPRTIL pa19042- . |

ILOTS OF ATTACK ING -
Y HAD SEEN NO ONE IN OR

SEARCH UPON RECEIPT OF
LD CONTINUE UNTIL DARK

AND GURRENT CONDITIONS

AGs AREA AND WATERS TO
SH M5G$ REF F, LTCOL

500CH TELEPHOUED INFO-T{AT LAST PILOT HAD BEER INTERY IEWED
THAT PILOT THOUGHT HE SAW SI1X TO TEN .
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1, AGE 4R RBUGNVL o9 0y/ 2-S4m-e—R—E T NOFURN - et
s, (5,NDy AL AFRHVUA 009332, USDAQ SQURCE REPoORy TED oo
a0 $LvE’ e 0 GATHERED BY OVERHEARING IIF AF Aln. U sEe,
S Cozlﬂ 5L FRLEUENCILS INTO SUGGESTED THAT IIS AIRCFAFT=E}{uh--' _
.y 2 oR THREE IDENTIF ICATION PASSES OVER A SHIP SOMETIME phto N
. wo ATTACKX O LIBERTY ' AIRCRAFT REFORTED SHI? HAD U s FLaé

T NO PERSONNEL ON BECGK INFO THIS PARA FORI«.ARDED"I’O _ .

me'rr.o ADDRESSEES INCLUBING CNO AND DIA IN USDAQ gze4 JUN 1. T
| Sy AT APPROX 421915z, IDF SPOK ESMAN REPORTED NEGATI¢E'®
RESUL%S F RO DAY LONE-AIR ARD SURFAGE SEARCH BUT SAID IDF . 5 3
‘NAVY STILL OPERATING IN AREA AND WOULD CONTINUE ALERT WATCH . v
-;;oe SURVIVORS ~ TH1S INFO SENT IN USDAO IMMEDIATE MSG, REF H o
{32 «37D *ON GUERY FROM DIA, USDAG TEL VIV IMMED fISG, .
;REE EPORTED INASILITY TO RECHEGL STORY OF SECONDARY - _
1 SOURGE CITED PARA 13 ABOVEWM HOWEVER USDAQ KAS ABLE PROVIDE -

IN REF 1 INFQ ON MTB ATTAGK RECEIVED BY EMSASSY OFF IGEE ' : ~
|FROM IDF NAVAL OFF ICER kHO SAID HE ZzAS ABOARD MTB, SAID A
| M7B+S LAUNCHED TORPEDOS AT LIBERTY WHEN THEY SAW HER UNDER :
ATTACK{ BY AIRCRAFT  MTB CREW SAw U 3, FLAG AF TER TOIP2DO LAUNCH = ~
SAID F LAG HAD BEEN'OBSGQURED BY SNQ&Ebg IN SAME REF ALUSNA * ' -
CFF ERED PROBABLY BUT NOT CERTAIN SERIES OF EVENTS AS FOLLOKS,
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A, IIF AIRCRAY T.REPORTED AWD IDENTIF LED LIBERTY AS U RN '
B, IIF AF HQ MAY Ok MAY NOT HAVE BROADCAST INO TO ALL'

{UNITS BUT PROBABLY UNINORMED AIRCRAFT RETURNING FROM STRIKE
IN EGYPT HAD ATTAGLED LIBERTY
C, MTB,S SAW AIRCRAFT ATTAGK ING LIBERTY AND PRESUMED HER TO o

5% EGYPTIAN SHIP  THEY FAGERLY RACED INTO ACTION KITHOUT i
WAITING TO IDENTYFY OUR SHIP )
16, (Sy AT APPROX 312422 MEN ALUSNA VISITED FLO ON OTHER o
BUSINESS, LTCOL BLOCA OFENED CONVERSATION SY SAYING HE HAS
HEARING MALICIOUS UNTRUE STORIES ABOUT INGIDENT FROM U .S
PRESUMASLY NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE ITEM ALUSNA SAID ATED®If QUOTE HALICIOUSJ
EZuIUDED BLOCH THAT SOME HONTHS EARLIER GHEN USN AIRCRAF T o
HAD ACCIDEWTALLY PENETRATED THE ISRAELI AIR GONTROL ZONES, ME . - =
ILF AF CHIEF OF INTELLIGENCE HAD ARKOGANTLY ALTHOUGH g B
FACETIOUSLY SUGGESTED THAT NEXT TIME HE MIGHT HAVE 10 ATTACK
THE PLANES OR SHIP  BLOCH SAID THAT THAT OFF ICER TALKS @UOTE
|A LOT OF NONSENSE ONwUOTE AND THAT HE HOPED ALUSNA DIDN,T
THIN OTHER IDF OFF IGERS WERE LIKE THAT  ALUSNA REPLIED HE JUST
[WANTED IT 10 BE CLEAR THAT HE WANTED TO'HEAR NOTHING BUT

Q:

- Qo
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{FF ICIAL connun?s Qlj..THE SUBJECT OF THE LIBERTY INCIDENT

1ile ¢Sy 31&552, LTGOL BLOCH CALLED ALUSNA 70 REPORT IDF

cor.s GEAL Fnsiu HAD APPOINTED AN OFF ICIAL COURT OF INUUIRY -

1IN THE INCIDENT INVOLVING USS LIBERTY ~ THIS INO SENT AS. USDAO
IMMEDIATE MSG, REF J

18 (CHL ON’y4 JUNE, ALUSHA GAS A&«En 10' MEET IDF NAVY COMMANDER

IN.CHIEF . ONMODORE EéELL AT FLO IN EARLY EVENING, GCOMMODORE

/ERELL PRESENTED APOLOGIES’TO U S NAVY ON BEHALF OF IDF NAVY,

ERELL STATED HE DID NOT WANT 70 COMMENT ON ELEMENTS OF THE

- W4ISTACE UNTIL AF TER COURT OF INGUIRY REACHAED ITS F INDINGS, = o
iON GUERY ERELL SAID HE PRESUMED F INDINGS WOULD BE TRANSMITTED . A 3

{TO USG - THIS INFO AND AMPLIFYING DETAILS SENT IN USDAO . B I
°RI0RITY MSG, REF K SR |
149+ COMMENT; A ABOVE DOES NOT INCLUDE EXCHANGES BETWEEN - | S
3 S STATE DEPARTMENT AND GOI OF WiICH U S MILITARY ATTACHES - )
“ARL WERE AWARE BUT IN MIICH THEY TOOX NO PART | :

'3 DESPITE THE LENGTM AND DETAIL QF ABOVE IT 1S RECOGNIZED. -

ITHAT IT DOES NOT ADD SIGNIF ICANTLY TO REF ERENCED MESSAGE -« - 0
,d.:PORTS FROM INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO USLDAO TEL AVIV IT o L
SAN BE PRESUHED “TWAT OFLY "TME IDF K #NOWS WITH CERTAINTY THE _
XACT SEQUENCE OF EVENTS THAT LED TO THE TRAGIC xncznsww. o

s, GCOORDINATED WITH EMBASSY ~ GP 3.
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