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S—+—-f—t—F ECDC ¢9201, REFERENCE: USDAQ TEL AVIV

¢91515Z. SUBJECT: US3 LIBERTY. | |
[. @) CURREWT INFU AVAILABLE INDICATES LIBERIY CONDUCTED MO SEARCH
FOR PERSOWNEL BECAUSE THERE WAS WO REPORT THAT ANY PERSONNEL WERE
QUERBUARD. FURTHER THE SHIP WAS SERIOUSLY DAMAGED AWD ANTICIPATED
FURTHER ATTACKS. CONSERUENTLY, SHE CLEARED THE AREA A3 S00N AS
PUSSIALE AND NO PERSONNEL WERE SEEN IN OR RECOVERED FRON THE

JATER.  SAWDING OFFICER, LIBERTY, BELIEVES ALL MISSING

eiiUvice Hith TRAPPED BELOW IN WATER FILLED COMPARTEMENTS WITH NO
POSS1BILITY OF SURVIVALe THIS BELIEF IS SHARED BY NAINTEWANCE
CFFICER SIATH FLT WHO INSPECTED LIBERTY THIS DATE. EARLIEST DAIL
FLOODED CONPARIMENTS CAN BE OPENED TO ACCOUNT FOR MISSInG PERSONKEL
CALHOT BE DETERMINED AT THIS TILME. CONPARTHMENTS SHOULD NOT BE
OPZHil) PRIOR TO DRY DOCKING FOR FEAR OF FURTHER FLOODING.,
ANTLCIPATE LIBERTY WILL ENTEZR SHIP YARD FOR DRY DOCKIsd AND

PLGE 2 RUFPBK M37 +—f—o—R—E—F ,
Criias AT EITHER MALTA OR NAPLES DEPENDING O AVAILABILITY OF
DAY DOGK. SHIP COULD ARRIVE MALTA NO EAKLIER THAW 13 JUw, WAPLES
Lo GdlUE, ,

2. &) REGRET THAT COMPARTMENTS CANNOT BE OPENED EARLIER. )
10 bO 50 WOULD PERIL THE SHIP AND THE LIVES OF SURVIVURS wHO ARE
TA{ING THE CRIPPLED SHIP TO PORT, |
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